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The Transfiguration of the Lord 
We gather as parish to give thanks for the life and ministry of Fr 
Christopher and commend him lovingly to the Lord, in the 
fullness of His love and mercy. It is so good to see so many of 
you who have made the point of coming to share in this Mass 
and also to give our warm Hitchin welcome and support to Fr 
Christopher’s large family, in this time of their loss, grief but also 
trust and confidence in the Lord, who only sees His Son in each 
one of us and the richness of who we are as human beings and 
as Members of His Son’s Body in Baptism. It is good for us to 
gather around our Bishop John, representing our Father in God, 
Cardinal Vincent – we are the Body of Christ brought to 
completion in our gathering this evening. 
The days of celebration for Fr Christopher’s life, death and entry 
into glory are also very personal moments for each of us as we 
bring together our memories our contacts and relationships with 
him over the years – particularly those of you who have cared 
for him in so many practical and loving ways, to ensure his life 
was as rich and full as it could be, in the last months of his life. 
They all help to create the rich tapestry of what his life was for 
us – of quiet service, unassuming care and outreach, welcoming 
us with his gentle smile, sharing his wisdom and experience with 
us so carefully and lovingly – his Vocation of Presence was a 
real blessing to us all in so many wonderful ways. The days are 
also personal to me – as the Mass of the Transfiguration was my 
Mass of Ordination on the Second Saturday of Lent, an Ember 
Day in 1966 and it was also the Mass I sang the next day for my 
First Mass at the Convent of the Sacred Heart, in Nottingham, 
my first School. Tomorrow’s Funeral Mass will be on the feast of 

St Patrick, which is so appropriate as Fr Christopher was born in the Rotunda Hospital in Dublin and 
although he only lived there for a short while, he nevertheless inherited a lot from the Celtic Spirituality, 
which was reflected in his way of living, his gentleness and way of caring for and enjoying people’s 
company and presence and how he shared his wisdom and experience with those in need. 
One of the great characteristics of this spirituality is the concept of journey: today we see the end of Fr 
Christopher’s journey with us and his transition to living the fully the baptismal life that he lived with us. 
We continue our journey and the Gospel puts before us, a vision to be gazed upon: the divine life that 
is so near and yet so far. Jesus does this, having presented Himself to His People and to his followers 
and now in showing Himself in the fullness of His glory, He shows us how God sees us: as His Sons 
and Daughters: He can see nothing more and nothing less: it is this concept He wants to help us 
realise the reality of it in our lives: God can only see the hurt we cause ourselves in our efforts to be 
who “we ought to be” and the consequent failures and sinfulness that that causes us! If only we could 
bask in the glorious beauty which is ours through being created in the image and likeness of God and 
enriched in the waters of Baptism as members of Christ’s Body, His Sisters and Brothers, empowered 
in the richness of the Spirit! It is – or should be – the guide and inspiration for us to live our lives to the 
full! The peace and wisdom that Fr Christopher shared with us gave us insights into this as the ultimate 
reality and one which is ours already! 



This vision is surrounded by Jesus’ proclamation of His sufferings and death for us: what greater 
foundation of our hope can there be! Our trust and confidence in Him, is faith we have in Him and what 
He does for us. Moses and Elijah, as the great witnesses of the Hebrew Covenant, confirm this with 
their presence, sealed in the voice of the Father, proclaiming and acknowledging His Son, He, who 
calls us His Sisters and Brothers. This is the powerhouse of our Journey through life, with its ups and 
downs, its twists and turns, its moments of triumph, beauty and richness. The words of our Reading 
from Genesis confirm this – Jesus is with us always, because He is IN us! The Psalmist proclaims: 
“May your love be upon us, O Lord, as we place all our trust in you.” Paul’s letter to Timothy completes 
our sense of wonder and awe as we share this vision on our mountain where we are now: “bear the 
hardships for the sake of the Good News, relying on the power of God who has saved us and called us 
to be holy – not because of anything that we have done, but for his own purpose and by His own 
grace. THIS GRACE HAD ALREADY BEEN GRANTED TO US, IN CHRIST JESUS, BEFORE THE 
BEGINNING OF TIME, BUT IT HAS ONLY BEEN REVEALED BY THE APPEARING OF OUR 
SAVIOUR CHRIST JESUS.”  
Let us live our lives in this perspective, living it to the full, in the Sacrament of the Present Moment, this 
will enable us to see the true wisdom Fr Christopher had and lived in his quiet, unassuming and gentle 
way. He did that and showed us it can be done!  
I conclude with a story given to me by his family, when we were gathering to prepare the Mass we 
celebrate tomorrow. Fr Christopher’s father had died and he was going to preside the Funeral Mass 
and was wondering what theme he should take and he was concerned to get it right and was speaking 
to his family about it. He happened to find his father’s prayer book, which was full of all sorts of cards, 
pictures – as those of you whose memory goes back that far – would remember. Stuck to one of the 
covers was a piece of paper on which written one word – Gratitude. That was the theme he took, such 
is the theme that we take today: for his being who he was and how he has formed us in so many 
subtle and personal ways as we have journeyed, so do we thank God for his life and ministry and by 
living that word in our own lives, so will be come to the fullness of the life that Jesus offers us, as we 
respond through the gratitude we have for His Presence with us in the Sacrament of the Present 
Moment! Deo gratias! 

 
Homily from Fr Michael Lambert AA at the Funeral Mass on 17th March 2014 

It is a wonderful tribute to Fr Christopher to see so many of you who have chosen to share in this time 
of prayer, celebrating the Lord’s healing forgiveness and the glorious Resurrection, the Sacramental 
sign of His presence in us and our daily lives. You have come from his personal family, as the eldest of 
the six children and uncle and great uncle to so many; from our Order, as brother in Community; from 
the Diocese, where he has given of his time so generously through the Sacraments, his presence, his 
role as confessor to some of you and in so many other unseen ways; from our Parish, where he has 
served these 46 years in so many wonderful ways; from St Michael’s Old Boys, where he lived just 
across the road in the early 40s; from the Lister Hospital where he was Chaplain for 17 years and from 
so many who were touched in some way by him, or were able to minister to him in unspoken ways. He 
was very involved with our UCM, with our Bereavement Visitors’ Group and rendered service in 
unseen ways to so many. Thank you and bless you for your presence, it is so comforting to see so 
many of you over the last couple of days. 
The texts from Scripture were easily chosen by the family, as they spoke to them so eloquently of who 
he was, so let us savour them and see what he is asking us to learn and apply to our own lives as we 
take up the baton of life that he has laid down. Jesus is the second Moses, who hands down the way 
of life of the travelling People of God in the Exodus, as how they were to live as God’s People through 
the Ten Commandments. The Mount of Beatitudes is the second Sinai, for the new way of living with 
God. 
The heart of the message is in the first of the Beatitudes from St Matthew’s Gospel: “Blessed are the 
poor in spirit, theirs is the Kingdom of heaven.” By poor, Matthew is referring to the “anawim” – the few 
who held firm to the Jewish Faith over the centuries in its richness. Poor does not refer to the 
materially affected, but those who are open, humble, sincere in what they are doing, enthusiastic and 
single-minded in their service of God and His People.” Jesus takes up the same theme as the source 
of animation for us to live in the New Covenant. The qualities that we need are spelt out in the eight 
Beatitudes, through which we are invited to let them become one with us in our Journey of Faith and 
Life. Indeed we are invited to write our own personal Beatitudes, to reflect who we are, our 



responsibilities and relationships – in the whole of our being. The original ones were written in poetic 
form, to be learnt by heart, to be lived because they have become one with us.  
Paul’s message to the Church of God in Rome emphasises the importance that each of us has in the 
life of the Community, anchored in Christ, who ensures the steadiness that Fr Christopher possessed 
through his gentleness and patience, which drew us to him. It enabled him to use his gifts in ways with 
which he best served others, through welcome, comforting, accepting people as they were, yet at the 
same time encouraging them to discover a new vision and vista in life, for which we are responsible to 
the Lord – we are called to live for God, to lead lives of love and service to God and others and so 
extend the Kingdom, very much the theme of the Assumptionist family’s mission in the world. From the 
Hebrew Testament we receive the climax of their understanding what Resurrection and new life really 
is. It is a text that was often used for the Masses of Martyrs in the past: those who witnessed to their 
faith through shedding their blood; but which also opens out to the martyrdom of love, shed for others 
around us, which so many of us try to live in different ways, in marriage, priesthood, the single state 
and in the fruitfulness of old age, in the reality of the lives that we live in service to others. 
Jesus invites His disciples to do this after He has washed their feet; it is the fulfilment of the Eucharist 
which the other Gospel writers put at this time. At the heart of the Eucharist are the four verbs, which 
remind us that It is an action and not an object to be simply locked away in a tabernacle. It has to be 
lived out by us in the wider Community. The verbs apply to us and the Sacramental reality is a 
rendering visible of the love and service Jesus asks each of us to fulfil – each of us is “taken” created 
by God to be in the world as we are and as who we are. Each of us is “blessed” with the gifts we need 
to do this and enriched in the Spirit, as stewards of creation. Each of us is “broken,” in the reality of our 
lives but also in our breaking open the Word of God, to live it where we are called to be. Each of us is 
“shared” to use ourselves for the Lord and others.  
Fr Christopher showed us how he bridged those verbs with his life as Priest and Religious, without 
fuss or bother. He was a “backroom” person, his ministry reflected who he was, he never aspired to be 
a Parish Priest, or take a position in the life of our Order – he was happy where he was sent and lived 
the life he felt called to live there. His humility allowed him to do this and it allowed to become the 
person that we all knew and loved so much. The words of Gabriel Marcel are quite apposite here: 
“”The birth of Christ, for those who believe in Him, means that from this moment on, the indescribable 
mystery whom we call God, can only be found in someone who is entirely like you and me. I believe in 
humanity!” He lived up to his life, as a “Christ Bearer”, which is what his name means!   
The best way to walk our pilgrim way is a steady one, it is something that Fr Christopher inherited from 
the Celtic spirituality that he absorbed through his parents and is summed up in a beautiful poem, 
written by a 13 year old girl, dying of cancer and who asked her mother to ensure that it was spread as 
widely as possible. I will end with a verse or so of it, as we now reflect on what lessons Fr Christopher 
gave to us individually and how we can enrich ourselves by making them our own, to serve God and 
His People. 

 
Ever told your child: “We’ll do it tomorrow?” 

And in your haste, not see his sorrow? 
Ever lost touch? Let a good friendship die, ‘cause you never had time  

To call and say “Hi” – You’d better slow down! 
Don’t dance so fast! 

When you run so fast to get somewhere 
You miss half the fun of getting there! 

When you worry and hurry through your day, it is like an unopened gift 
Thrown away. Life is not a race! 

Do to take it slower! 
Hear the Music before the song is over. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


