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23rd / 24th MAY 2015          PENTECOST SUNDAY 

            

Dear Parishioners, 
 

The Feast of Pentecost marks the birth of a new community, 
the church. This was the day that the Apostles left the upper room 

where they wee behind locked doors in fear of their lives … “Filled 
with the Holy Spirit”, they left that room and preached Jesus’ 

message without fear or any thought of what they may have to suffer, even death. 
What a change!! 

The power of the Holy Spirit is mysterious but it’s real and not magic. It is 
almost like spring; after winter, new life emerges. But it is already there, dormant. 

Likewise with the Apostles, the goodness is there but is locked up by fear. The Holy 
Spirit is the power that releases that dormant potential. 

 
This spirit is given to us too. It awakens in us our potential to be witnesses to 

the message of Jesus. The Holy Spirit reminds us of all Jesus has said to us, so that 

we can have the word of God on our lips and the actions that need to go with them. 
St. Luke in our first reading from the Acts of the Apostles, reminds us of that 

First Pentecost. It was a Jewish feast marking the new covenant given by Moses to 
the people, some fifty days after the Exodus. We are now part of the new covenant 

through the power of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. 
 

ARCHBISHOP OSCAR ROMERO is a perfect example of a bishop who laid 
down his life for his people. He was Archbishop of San Salvador in Central America for 

three years from 1977 until his assassination on 14 March 1980. He was killed with s 
single bullet fired by a death squad marksman as he celebrated Mass in the chapel of 

the Divine Providence cancer hospital where he lived.  He was declared dead on 
arrival at the emergency hospital soon afterwards. 

At the time the military dominated the government of El Salvador. It was 
marked by extreme poverty and grotesque exploitation in the countryside, which led 

to massive social unrest. The response to this was killings, torture, arbitrary 

imprisonment, and the disappearance of thousands. 
From his pulpit, citing the declarations of Vatican II and the social teaching of 

the Church, Archbishop Romero spoke the truth of what was happening in a land of 
cover-up and lies. He became the voice of the voiceless – denouncing the atrocities, 

defending the poor and offering pastoral support to all the affected families and 
communities. Ignoring slander and death threats, he condemned the deadly violence 

whether emanating from the right or the left and he desperately sought to steer his 
country away from impending civil war.  

Archbishop Romero sided with the poor and exploited. He paid for this with his 
life. In the end his life was not snatched away; rather like Jesus, he freely gave his 

life for his People. 
The Church rejoices in his Beatification today. We have a short presentation at 

Mass to mark this occasion. 

Fr Joe  
 



THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY IN LAST SUNDAY’S COLLECTIONS 
 

CATECHETICAL PROGRAMMES 
 

Day of Reflection:  All Special Ministers of the Eucharist are invited to a Day of 
Reflection on Saturday 30 May from 10am – 12noon in the Parish Hall. 

 

Confirmation Re-Union will take place on Saturday 6th June, Mass at 6pm followed 

by celebration in the parish hall. 
 

The Celebration of Baptism: The next sessions of the baptism course for the 

parents who would like their child/ children baptised on 20th June, will take place in 
the Parish Hall on Monday 8th & 22nd June 2015 at 7.30pm. Please contact Sr. Clara 

on 07816452215 to book your place on the course. 
 

ADULT FORMATION IN THE PARISH Catholicism Faith Formation Program – 
Journey around the world and Deep into the Faith: Third Episode – ‘That which 

nothing greater can be thought: The ineffable Mystery of God’ on Tuesday 26th May 
from 7.30-9pm; and Wednesday 27th May from 10am-11.30am in the Parish hall.  
 

A Quick Journey Through the Bible – Next Session ‘Patriarchs’ on Sunday 31st May 

at 9.50am in the Parish Hall.  
 

PARISH ACTIVITIES: 

 

Quiz Night last Sunday raised £98.00 

 

Come and join us for our next ‘St. John Vianney’ Film Night –  
The film “Patch of Blue” will be shown on Sunday 7th June 2015 at 5pm in the 

St. John Vianney Parish Hall.   
A 1965 drama film from cinematographer turned director Guy Green. Made at the 

height of the American Civil Rights movement, the film explores an interracial 
relationship with "love is blind" as its theme 

Starring: Sidney Poitier, Shelly Winters and Elizabeth Hartman 
Light refreshments will be served during the intermission.  

Tickets: Adults £3.00 will be available from Mariantha, Barbara, Kim  
 

Sponsored Walk on 21st June 2015, more details next week. 
 

Thanks to all who support the parish activities. 
 

Parish Pilgrimage and Day Trip: 

 

1. Parish Pilgrimage to Medjugorje:  We invite all those going on this 
pilgrimage to a planning meeting in the Parish Hall today, Sunday 24th May after 

the 11am Mass 
2. Pilgrimage to the Shrine of St Jude, Faversham on Saturday 24th October 

2015. Coach leaves at 10am. Cost £15 per person. 
3. Pilgrimage to Walsingham in honour of Our Lady, Queen of Peace on 

Monday 31st August.  Coach leaves at 8.00am.  Cost £16.                                                      
Tickets are available from Mariantha and Germaine 

 
4. A Day Trip to the Isle of Wight on Monday 13th July.  Cost £42                               

Tickets are available from Mariantha and Sr Clara 

 

http://tvtropes.org/pmwiki/pmwiki.php/Creator/SidneyPoitier
http://tvtropes.org/pmwiki/pmwiki.php/Creator/ElizabethHartman


Teas / Coffee: will be served after the 9am and 11am Masses in the Jubilee Hall 
today. All welcome.   
 

Sandwich Making (Preparation): The next Soup Run at 5pm on Saturday 30th May 
– Group D. 
 

Photographs of First Communion Candidates are now available for collection 
from Peter in the at the back of the church after the 9am and 11am Masses today.  

The Photographs taken at your Confirmation Celebration are ready. Please check 
which photographs you want printed (see samples at the back of the church). Write 

the corresponding numbers and name of candidate on the envelope and leave it with 

the money (cost £10 per photograph) at the Parish office, during office hours only.   
 

St John Vianney School 40th Birthday Mass 10.00 am Wednesday 24th June.  All 
Welcome.  Refreshments will be available after Mass. 

Summer Fair - Saturday 27th June 1.00 - 4,00 pm all welcome.  Fun for all the 

family with a range of stalls, activities and entertainment. 
 

PRIEST TRAINING FUND: Thank you for helping the Priest Training Fund.  To 
date this Parish raised £871.57. If you have not yet made a donation, please give 
generously. You will find envelopes at the back of the church. You can still make a 

donation online by visiting www.rcdow.org.uk/donations. 

'Pray and Fast for the Climate' will be held on the 1st June from 7-9pm at the 
church of 'St Martin in the Fields', Trafalgar Square, WC2N 4JJ. All welcome 
 

CAFOD Pedal against Poverty and Justice & Peace Commission Cycle for 

Climate Change: This year our Justice & Peace Commission is planning the 
London to Paris Bike Ride and will be sharing the event organised by CAFOD                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

on Sunday 7th June.  
 

Westminster Justice and Peace Commission are Cycling from London to Paris 
in Two Phases to flag up the need for action on Climate Change. Support us along 

our route!  

Phase One – London to Newhaven 29th – 31st August 2015 - leaving 
Westminster Cathedral at 10 am.  For phase one, we have a support vehicle; we need 

a driver, please.  
Phase Two – Dieppe – Paris, 1st week in December (30 November —  

6 December tbc). Cyclists should fill in the online registration form or please contact 
Fr. Joe on 0208 888 5518, westgreen@rcdow.org.uk  Sponsorship forms are also 

available. 

You are invited to Pray and Fast for the Climate on June 1st at St Martin in the 
Fields, Trafalgar Square, 7-9pm. In the lead-up to the Climate Lobby on June 17th 

prayers are needed that our politicians will work for an effective agreement at the 
World Climate talks in December in Paris.  Prayers will be followed by discussion and 

light meal.  Notify St Martin's if you plan to stay and eat. stmartinssns@gmail.com  
 

In a famous letter to Cardinal Baggio in Rome,  

Archbishop Romero wrote: What happened in my priestly life, I have tried to explain 
for myself as an evolution of the same desire that I have always had to be faithful to what 

God asks of me.  If I gave the impression before of being more “discreet” and “spiritual”, 
it was because I sincerely believed that thus I responded to the gospel, for the 
circumstances of my ministry had not shown themselves so demanding of a pastoral 

fortitude that, in truth, I believe was asked of me in the circumstances under which I 
became archbishop. 

  
Please check the notice board at the back of the church for other events we are unable to publish in the newsletter. 

mailto:westgreen@rcdow.org.uk
https://webmail.rcdow.org.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=yVSiCOs7SUChwPA1IrmHYUwitVJPZ9IIvZU5G_BjJfbCk0nRaDBbbqWJZ63ZCjHFFcwLPb_JK2w.&URL=mailto%3astmartinssns%40gmail.com


 
 

 
Parish Team: 

Fr. Joe Ryan, Parish Priest 

Sr. Clara Segui, Parish Sister 
Germaine Ng Ying, Parish Adm/Secretary  

Parish Office Hours: 
Tues to Fri 10am-12noon, 1pm-4pm 

To make an appointment  
Phone: 0208 888 5518 or email 

westgreen@rcdow.org.uk 
We cannot guarantee to have anyone available 

outside of these hours. 
 
 

 
Entrance Antiphon 

The Spirit of the Lord has filled the whole 
world and that which contains all things 

understands what is said, alleluia. 
 

 
First Reading Acts 2:1-11 

 
Responsorial Psalm  Psalm 103 

Send forth your spirit, O Lord, and renew the 

face of the earth. 
 

Second Reading  1 Corinthians 
12:3-7, 12-13 

 
Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your 

faithful and kindle in them the fire of 
your love. Alleluia! 

 
Gospel   John 20:19-23 

 
Communion Antiphon 

They were all filled with the Holy Spirit 

and spoke of the marvels of God, alleluia. 
 

 

MASS & SERVICE TIMES 

 

 
Mass – 9:15am  

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday, Friday, Saturday 

 
 

Sunday: 
(Sat.) 6pm; 9:00am and 11:00am 

 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturday: from 9:45 am – 10:15am 

 

 

This week we pray for: 
 

The repose of the soul: 
Eugene Flattery (Birthday Remembrance), 

Johnny Mbauefo, Maria Kwentoh, Oby 
Anyaegbunam Okupuna, Sister Martina, 

Mrs Heavey, Patsy Nash (Kim Cummins’ 

Sister) - RIP 
 

 
RIP Anniversary:  

Ted Maddock, Mary Gomes,  
 

 
Special Intentions: 

James Downes, John Mooney, Joan Cabey, 
Sr Agnes Miller, Monica Halpin (in 

Sympathy), Bridget McVeigh, Mary 
McNamara, Allan Essoo, John & Irene 

Newell (Fr Martin’s parents), The O’Shea 
Family, Imogen,  Walters Intentions 

 

 
Birthday: Sierra Ng Ying 

 
 

Wedding: Marie & Robert Courtneidge, 
Ivy & Pasqual Fernandes, 

Rose Marie & Gerry Soltz 
 

 
Thanksgiving: to Sacred Heart of Jesus 

(for granted request) 
 

 
For the sick and those in our parish 

especially: 
Elizebeth Clear, Maria Laura Steri,            

Ann Maddock, James Downes, Kevin 
Newell  (Fr Martin’s brother), Lucy Cieslak, 

Margaret Lettice, Maria de Jesus,        
Olive Brown, Sheila Campbell, Tas Ahmed 

 
Names not listed above, are listed 

in our Book of Intentions. 
 

 


