
NEWS AND VIEWS 

Liturgical rehearsals for Golden Jubilee Mass: All those who will be 
playing a role during the Golden Jubilee Mass on the 11th of June will be 
having compulsory rehearsals on Tuesday the 6th and Thursday the 8th at 
7pm in the Church. These include; the Choir, Readers, Altar Servers, those 
leading the bidding prayers in different tongues, those bringing items for 
the offertory procession, ushers, wardens and all members of the Jubilee 
Planning Committee. 
 

Invitation for our Golden Jubilee: We have limited invitation cards 
available for any parishioner who would like to extend a special invitation 
to friends/family or anybody who has ties with our parish. Card is availa-
ble in the Parish office. 
 

Church Golden Jubilee Raffle: We thank all who collected the raffle 
booklets. Please return sales and counterfoils at the end of masses or to 
the Parish Office. Thank you. 
   

Second Collection next weekend is for Catholic Communications. 
Please give generously. Thank you 
 

Our Thurible (censer used to burn incense) for mass and benedic-
tion has expired. We need to acquire a new one especially before the 
Church Golden Jubilee. A modest one will cost between £300 and £400. 
We shall appreciate support towards purchasing a new one. Thank you.   
 

Health and Safety Training: The Parish sponsored health and safety 
training for volunteers. About 15 volunteers took advantage of the oppor-
tunity. At the end, it was a unanimous consensus that it was quite re-
sourceful. While we don’t pray for emergencies, we hope that the experi-
ence will be useful whenever the need arises both within and outside the 
Church. We thank Maria who subsidised the training for us. As a follow-
up, the Deanery is organising free Fire Warden training at St Joan of Arc 
Church on Tuesday June 20th at 7.00pm. We encourage as much parish-
ioners as possible to gain this experience. Those interested should please 
indicate at the Parish Office. 

Golden Jubilee Day: As we approach the highpoint of our Church Gold-
en Jubilee celebrations, we are once more reminded that it is our celebra-
tion. We are therefore called to take ownership of the celebration as usual. 
Sheets are out on the desk behind the church for us to indicate items 
of refreshments (foods, drinks and cutleries) that we could provide. 
Thanks for your generosity.    
 

Church Golden Jubilee Raffle: We thank all who collected the raffle 
booklets. Please return sales and counterfoils at the end of Masses or to 
the Parish Office. Thank you. 
   
Mass intentions for the Jubilee: As we celebrate the Golden Jubilee of 
our Church, we want to ensure that all those who have worshipped here 
and have been a part of the parish over those 50 years are remembered at 
the Jubilee mass. To this effect, a book to has been placed at the back of 
the church for us to write the names of both the living who are unable to 
be with us for the mass and the deceased. They will be remembered in a 
special at the Jubilee mass and celebrations  
 

Parish Quiz:  Friday 28 May at 8pm in the Meeting Room. £5 per person. 
Tables of 6. Bring your own refreshments, your family and friends! 
 

Dates for First Holy Communion Sessions: May: 21st, June: 4th,17th 
Rehearsal @ 10am, 18th Celebration of First Holy Communion 
 

Dates for Confirmation Sessions:  June 5th.Time is at 7pm. Confirma-
tion Ceremony Sunday July 9th at 11.30am Mass. 
 

Dates for Youth Club sessions: 27th, June 10th, 24th, July 8th, 22nd 
(last one before summer holidays) 
 

Christian Stewardship (14th May 2017) Envelopes: £399.51. Loose: 
£401.24. We receive £132 weekly from standing orders. Golden  
Jubilee so far: £20,726.79. Thank you for your continuous support.  

We wish those who 
celebrate their  
birthdays and  

anniversaries during 
this week a happy 

celebration 

 
 

Walter took his wife Ethel to the state fair every year, and every time he would say to her, "Ethel, you know 
that I'd love to go for a ride in that helicopter." But Ethel would always reply, "I know that Walter, but that 
helicopter ride is 50 dollars and 50 dollars is 50 dollars." Finally, they went to the fair, and Walter said to 
Ethel, "Ethel, you know I'm 87 years old now. If I don't ride that helicopter this year, I may never get anoth-
er chance." Once again Ethel replied, "Walter, you know that helicopter is 50 dollars and 50 dollars is 50 dol-
lars." This time the helicopter pilot overheard the couple's conversation and said, "Listen folks, I'll make a 
deal with you. I'll take both of you for a ride; if you can both stay quiet for the entire ride and not say a 
word I won't charge you! But if you say just one word, it's 50 dollars." Walter and Ethel agreed and up they 
went in the helicopter. The pilot performed all kinds of fancy moves and tricks, but not a word was said by 
either Walter or Ethel. The pilot did his death-defying tricks over and over again, but still there wasn't so 
much as one word said. When they finally landed, the pilot turned to Walter and said, "Wow! I've got to hand 
it to you. I did everything I could to get you to scream or shout out, but you didn't. I'm really impressed!" 
Walter replied, "Well to be honest I almost said something when Ethel fell out but, you know, 50 dollars is 50 
dollars!" 

May Diary 
 

May is dedicated to Our Blessed Mother Mary who is most happy to intercede for us at this time. We 
are encouraged to make Marian devotions especially praying the rosary at this time. We have opportuni-
ty to do this solemnly as a community 30 minutes before every weekend Mass. All are invited.   
 

May 26th: Parish Quiz night. 8.00pm 
May 27th: Mass for New Catholics at 6pm with the Cardinal. Those    
                who were baptised or received into the Church at Easter  
                are warmly invited to attend with their sponsors.  
May 27/28th: Collection for Catholic Communications at all Masses. 

Jubilee Diary 
 
Weekend of May 19- 21: Parish Jubilee  
                                     Pilgrimage to Knock 
 

Sunday June 11: Climax of Golden Jubilee  
                           Celebrations, Mass  by the                    
                           Cardinal Vincent 
 

July 2017             Parish Summer Outing  

2 1 s t  May  20 17  

Parish is served by the Holy Ghost Fathers (Spiritans) Congregation of the Holy Spirit  
Parish Priests:  Fr. Dr Ugo Ikwuka CSSp, Fr. Daniel Adayi CSSp, Fr. Terkura Igbe CSSp  
Parish Office Team: Patricia Essien-Oku, Maureen Tayler, Mary Aherne 

Office Hours: Mon, Wed, Fri. -(9am – 3pm). Tue, Thur. - (9am-1pm) 
Contact: 15 St. John’s Villas, Archway, London N19 3EE. Tel: 020 72728195  
Email: archway@rcdow.org.uk  Web: parish.rcdow.org.uk/archway (Reg. Charity No.233699) 
Pastorals/Devotions: Confessions Sat. 11.30am & 6pm, Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament/
Meditative Rosary: Sun. 10.30am, Healing Mass/Holy Hour/Benediction: First Fridays 12noon - 
1.30pm. Legion of Mary: First Wed. 6.30pm, Monday Prayer Group: 1st & 3rd Mon. 6.30pm   S
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Mass Times & Intentions              21st - 27th May 2017 
 

Sat 20th Vig. 6:30pm: Tom Carr, Bobby Cremin (RIP), Mary O’Hara (7th), Deceased members of the McDonnell family, 
Shane Gilroy (5th), Kathleen Gilroy (25th) (ANN), Louise McDonnell, John McDonnell, John McDonnell Jnr, Ann Fitz-
gerald, Cardinal Vincent Nichols (8th Anniversary) (INT),  
Sun 21st 9:00: Nancy Harrison, Tom Mackey, Maureen Cleary (RIP), Pat & Bon Dellevoet (60th Wedding Anniversary, 
Patricia Griffin, Tom, Carol Belsten, Gill Sturdy, Cardinal Vincent Nichols (8th Anniversary)(INT) 
11:30: Tom Reilly, Tessy McMahon, Maureen Cleary, Peggy Feeley, Cathy Toomey (Month’s Mind), Mary Slattery, Eddie 
McCarthy, Joe Brickley (RIP), Catherine Flynn (ANN), Bridie McDaid, Terry Earley, Helen Bassey-Osijo, Bridget Munnel-
ly, Hugh Meehane, Private Intention, Harry Chinegwundoh, Karen Birot & family, May Kennedy, Cardinal Vincent Nichols 
(8th Anniversary) (INT) 
6:30pm: Cardinal Vincent Nichols (8th Anniversary) 
Mon 22nd St. Rita of Cascia 12:00: Christie Glynn (RIP), Mary & Timothy Abbott, Charles Dineen (ANN),  
Tue 23rd 12:00: Maureen Cleary, Mary Carroll (RIP) 
Wed 24th 12:00: Maureen Cleary (RIP), Bridget Dineen (ANN) 
Thur 25th St. Bede the Venerable 12:00: Maureen Cleary (RIP), Pietro Piroli (1st) (ANN) 
Fri 26th St. Philip Neri 12:00: Sandra Sheils, Maureen Cleary (RIP), Tom Peril, Patrick Peril, Ann-Marie Peril (INT), 
Margaret Walsh (Birthday) (INT) 
Sat 27th St. Augustine of Canterbury 12:00: Maureen Cleary (RIP), Myles Kavanagh (ANN), Kay Griffin, Monica 
McGovern, John Griffin (INT) 

Rebecca Campbell, Babs Kavanagh, Ella Humphreys, Tess McNaney, Nora Harkin, Rita Avanzi,  
Carlo Avanzi, Nancy Olaiya, Jarlet Fallon,  Kitty Waldron, Mary Sullivan, Nora Hoare, Margaret 
Anne Quinlan, Ann Larkin, Philip O’Connor, Cath Gallagher,  Mary Wallace, Christopher Je-
rome, May Kennedy, Nora Moran, John Joe Conwell, Hugh Meehane, John Bruno, Louis James, 
Dennis Parillon, Katie Howard, Theresa Reilly, Rita Parasandalo, Yuk Ying Pang, Joyce Digby, 
Mary Slow, Bridie McDaid, Jean Willis, Mary Duffy, Isabella King, Maisie Craig, Florence Pin-
field, Carol Belsten, Denis O’Gorman, Anthony Mulligan, Rita Rawlings, Wendy Winser, Rica 
Coelho, Alan Harrison 

   Gentle reminders: Please turn off your mobile phones. You have the right to remain silent ...  

THE WORLDVIEW OF THE BELIEVER 

The human quest for meaning necessarily puts us into a belief system fundamentally defines one as a the-
ist or an atheist. The latter holds, among others, that the world is strictly material and there is no such 
thing as the supernatural; that science has the answer to all that can be known, put simply, that God does 
not exist! This position appears to have gained a lot of adherents lately with the astronomical rise in the 
indices that drives materialism and unbridled consumerism which have been aggravated by the effects of 
the world wars and the damage done to humanity by fundamentalists in the name of religion. Despite the 
beliefs of the atheist, there abound a wide range of extraordinary phenomena that science has not been 
able to explain. In the scientific domain, there are the inexplicable inner dynamics of quantum mechanics, 
the nature of consciousness – the fact that we are more than complex robots or zombies and the wonders 
of the star jelly and the Hessdalen Light. In the secular world, there is the ever growing puzzle surround-
ing near-death experiences and poltergeism. From the religious universe comes the demand by the Catho-
lic Church that what is attested to as a miracle required for elevation to sainthood be of the nature that is 
beyond scientific explanation. Hundreds of such cases abound, including the Shroud of Turin, the Stigma-
ta of Pio and many reports of the Bleeding Hosts from different parts of the world. Obviously, the nature 
of religious truth is such that we need ‘spiritual eyes’ to see them and the discernment of the Holy Spirit to 
contextualize the in God’s eternal plan for human salvation. Thus, Jesus declares that the Holy Spirit can-
not be received by the world because it neither sees him nor knows him. Herein lies the difference be-
tween the worldviews of the believer and the unbeliever – the capacity to see beyond the material – the 
gift of the Holy Spirit!  



TODAY’S READINGS 
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
 

Proclaim a joyful sound and let it be heard, pro-
claim to the ends of the earth: The Lord has freed 
his people. Alleluia. 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
 

Grant, almighty God, that we may celebrate with 
heartfelt devotion these days of joy, which we may 
keep in honour of the risen Lord, and that what we 
relive in remembrance we may always hold to in 
what we do. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
 
FIRST READING  Acts 8: 5-8.14-17 
 

Philip went to a Samaritan town and proclaimed 
the Christ to them. The people united in welcom-
ing the message Philip preached, either because 
they had heard of the miracles he worked or be-
cause they saw them for themselves. There were, 
for example, unclean spirits that came shrieking out 
of many who were possessed, and several paralytics 
and cripples were cured. As a result there was great 
rejoicing in that town. When the apostles in Jerusa-
lem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of 
God, they sent Peter and John to them, and they 
went down there, and prayed for the Samaritans to 
receive the Holy Spirit, for as yet he had not come 
down on any of them: they had only been baptised 
in the name of the Lord Jesus. Then they laid 
hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Ps 65) 
 

R. Cry out with joy to God all the earth.  
  
Cry out with joy to God all the earth, 
O sing to the glory of his name. 
O render him glorious praise. 
Say to God: ‘How tremendous your deeds!   R. 
 
‘Before you all the earth shall bow; 
Shall sing to you, sing to your name!’ 
Come and see the works of God, 
tremendous his deeds among men   R. 
 

He turned the sea into dry land, 
they passed through the river dry-shod. 
Let our joy then be in him; 
he rules for ever by his might.     R. 
 

Come and hear, all who fear God. 
I will tell what he did for my soul: 
Blessed be God who did not reject my prayer 
nor withhold his love from me.    R. 
 

SECOND READING  1 Peter 3: 15-18           
 

Reverence the Lord Christ in your hearts, and al-
ways have your answer ready for people who ask 
you the reason for the hope that you all have. But 
give it with courtesy and respect and with a clear 
conscience, so that those who slander you when 
you are living a good life in Christ may be proved 
wrong in the accusations that they bring. And if it 
is the will of God that you should suffer, it is better 
to suffer for doing right than for doing wrong. 
Why, Christ himself, innocent though he was, had 
died once for sins, died for the guilty, to lead us to 
God. In the body he was put to death, in the spirit 
he was raised to life. 
   
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Jesus said: ‘If anyone loves me, he will keep my 
word, and my Father will love him, and we 
shall come to him’. 
Alleluia. 
 

GOSPEL  John 14:15-21 
 

Jesus said to his disciples: “If you love me you will 
keep my commandments. I shall ask the Father, 
and he will give you another Advocate to be with 
you forever, that Spirit of truth whom the world 
can never receive since it neither sees nor knows 
him, but you know him, because he is with you, he 
is in you. I will not leave you orphans; I will come 
back to you. In a short time the world will no long-
er see me; but you will see me, because I live and 
you will live. On that day you will understand that I 
am in my Father and you in me and I in you. Any-
body who receives my commandments and keeps 
them will be one who loves me; and anybody who 
loves me will be loved by my Father, and I shall 
love him and show myself to him. 

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS 
 

May our prayers rise up to you, O Lord, together with the sac-
rificial offerings so that, purified by your graciousness, we may 
be conformed to the mysteries of your mighty love. Through 
Christ our Lord.  
 
COMMUNION ANTIPHON 
 

If you love me, keep my commandments, says the Lord, and I 
will ask the Father and he will send you another Paraclete, to 
abide with you for ever, alleluia. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Almighty ever-living God, who restore us to eternal life in the 
Resurrection of Christ, increase in us we pray, the fruits of this 
paschal Sacrament and pour into our hearts the strength of this 
saving food. Through Christ our Lord.  

Mass      Readers                       Eucharistic Ministers  
Sat. 6.30pm               Ann Heekin / Jacinta Lobo          June Gray 
Sun. 9.00am              Simon Geoghegan / Maria Renner              Innocent Teme Teme 
Sun. 11.30am     Francis N-A /  Patricia E-O / Florian B        Denise Dunleavy / Joyce McDaid / June Gray 
Sun. 6.30pm               Sr. Carmel / Tracey Shevlin             Olga Monpeke  

 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
St. Bernardine of Siena 
Feast Day:  20th May 
 

In the year 1400, a twenty-year-old man came to the door of the largest hospital in Siena. A plague 
was raging through the city and many of the people who died were those who were needed to tend the 
sick. The man who stood had come because he wanted to help. And he brought  young men, like him-
self, willing to tend the dying. For four months Bernardine and his companions worked day and night 
not only to comfort the patients but to organize and clean the hospital. At the end of the plague Ber-
nardine fell ill himself,  of exhaustion. Immediately after he recovered he was back caring for the sick, 
but this time he was responsible, not for a whole hospital, but for just one person -- an invalid aunt. 
For fourteen months she got his full attention. Throughout his life, he put as much energy into caring 
for one person as for hundreds, as much commitment into converting one citizen as to preaching to a 
whole city. After his aunt died, Bernardine started to think about where his life should be going. The 
son of a noble family, he had been orphaned at seven. He, who had come to Siena to study, threw 
himself into prayer and fasting to discover what God wanted him to do. Instead of continuing his 
work with the sick, in 1403 he joined the Franciscans and in 1404 he was ordained a priest. The Fran-
ciscans were known as missionary preachers, but Bernardine did very little preaching because of a 
voice that was weak and hoarse. For twelve years he remained in the background, his energies going 
to prayer or to his own spiritual conversion and preparation. At the end of that time, he went 
to Milan on a mission. When he got up to preach, his voice was strong and commanding and his 
words so convincing that the crowd would not let him leave unless he promised to come back. Thus 
began the missionary life of the one whom Pope Pius II called a second Paul. He crisscrossed Italy on 
foot, preaching for hours at a time, several times a day. We are told he preached on punishment 
for sin as well as reward for virtue but focusing, in the end, on the mercy of Jesus and the love of 
Mary. His special devotion was to the Holy Name of Jesus. Some who were jealous denounced him to 
the pope by saying he preached superstition. Silenced for a short while, Bernardine was soon cleared 
and back to preaching. He refused several cities that wanted him as bishop but he was unable to avoid 
being named Vicar General of his order. All his energy during that period went to renewing the origi-
nal spirit of the order. Soon, however, Bernardine heard the call to go back to preaching which con-
sumed his last days. Even when it was clear he was dying, he preached fifty consecutive days. He died 
in 1444 when he was almost 64 years old. 

Our Golden Jubilee Prayer 
 

God of love, we thank you for planting the seed of the Christian faith in our community. As we mark the Golden Jubilee of our 
church, we remember with gratitude the good works of generations of parishioners, through which you blessed us with a beautiful 
church of which we are the living stones. We thank you for our increasing diversity which gives expression to your beauty. We pray 
that this Jubilee will be a year of joy and renewal for our parish and community. May the fruits of the faith: love, justice, peace and 
reconciliation flourish in abundance. In facing the years ahead with hope, teach us that what we are is more important than what we 
have.  We make this prayer through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

St. Gabriel of Our Lady of Sorrows, Pray for us. 

 

Echoes from Parish Archives (1967 - 2017) 
 
 

1996: Fr. Mehall Lowry served as Assistant Priest for 3 years when Fr. Dennis Watters was Parish Priest. 
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