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It is a joy for our parish that Cardinal Vincent Nichols has bestowed a Westminster Diocesan 
Medal on Olive Hogan for her generous service to the parish over many years as catechist, 
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion, parish fundraiser, member of both the Finance 
Committee and the Parish Council, and Gift-Aid co-coordinator.

The Dean of Upper Thames, Father Philip Dyer Perry, presented the Medal to Olive at the Sunday 
evening Mass on 23rd June 2019.

Congratulations! 
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IN BRIEF with Mgr Jim Overton From the Registers
April – June 2019

Baptisms: Eva-Grace Ellen Pidgley, George Leslie 
Colm Connolly, Bianca Peixe Pereira, Rhiver Sarah 
Bridie O’Brien, Florence Rooney

Deaths: Mary McGann, Brian Cook, Peter 
McDonnell, Ian Kunzi, Debra Brown, Catherine 
Mead, Bernard Driscoll

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION

10.00am Mass Kevin Agim, Adam Beck, Harry 
Blackford, Leon Bleach, Crystel Marie Bunjako, 
Danny Crittenden, Aron Deak-Szep, Baptiste 
Delplanque-Choimet, Arabella Ghazarian,  
Benjamin Hill, Arrios Iranpour,  Dominic Jedrej,  
Lidia Landersz, Aiden Marie, Mickaella Pereira, Jan 
Rozwadowski, Annalise Sandom, Julia Ziolkowska

12.30pm Mass Lexi Anderson, Rose Brown, 
Teddy Buckley, Alexandra de Leon, Jessica Ezuma, 
Toby Finn, Madison Gabita, Lexi Gadd, Alberto 
Gianotto, Juanita Joshy, Jessica Lillico, Oliver Lloyd, 
Lucia Loveridge, Erin Lucas, Elina Madayah, Grace 
Mansfield, Lucas McQuater, Rosie Pearson, Alina 
Philip, Zuzanna Rzymkowska, Charlotte Saunders, 
Enrique Scarlet, Olaf Wawrzyniak

3.00pm Ava Baily-Root, Natalia Brodowicz, Orla 
Calmonson, Hannah Chapman, Joanna Clarke, 
Sofia Dantas, Rebecca Dyrmishi, Jasmine Egan, 
Mia Garfield, Isabella Hannington, Bryonie Hogan, 
Lainey Marshall, Olivia McKenna, José Monteiro, 
Emily Morgan, Isla Morris, Enzo Palas, Kalveen 
Romanay, Anna Saponaro, Rim Schovsbo, Freya 
Sharpin, Aiden Sutcliffe, Rhys Taylor, Matilda Wnuk

Archbishop-elect John Wilson. The Holy 
Father has appointed Bishop John Wilson, 
who has had the pastoral care of the Western 
area of our Diocese, as the new Archbishop 
of Southwark. You will remember that Bishop 
John celebrated the Mass of the Last Supper at 
the Triduum for us this year. His installation will 
be on 25th July 2019. Please pray for him as he 
prepares for his new responsibilities.

Congratulations! I am delighted to announce 
that Cardinal Vincent Nichols has graciously 
bestowed a Westminster Diocesan Medal 
on Olive Hogan for her generous service 
to the parish over many years as catechist, 
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion, 
parish fundraiser, member of both the Finance 
Committee and the Parish Council, and  Gift-
Aid co-coordinator. 

First Holy Communions It was so good to 
see 68 of our children making their First Holy 
Communions on Saturday 11th May 2019. We 
had three lovely Masses. I am very grateful to 
Sarah Davies, Ruth Jones and all those who 
helped prepare our children.

Parish barbecue The Barbecue on Saturday 
8th June 2019 was a great success! I am grateful 
to the Parish Council for organising it, and to all 
those who generously gave their help. 

Pelican carving for the reredos You will be 
glad to know that Peter Foster has started 
carving the Pelican for the top of the reredos 
(more on page 8). Thank you so much for your 
very generous donations of £5,000 towards its 
total cost of £6,500!  If you would like to make a 
donation, it would be most welcome.

Planned Giving Drive Our Planned Giving 
Drive last March went off very well and a fair 
number of parishioners changed from using 
offertory envelopes to a monthly standing 
order, and a good number of parishioners took 
out a monthly standing order – thank you so 
much!

Standing orders do help the parish as it reduces 
the burden on our counters, and also provides 
the parish with a steady regular income. I am 
grateful to all those who helped to make the 
Drive such a success.

For 17 years I have been your Parish Priest, 
but, having reached the age of 78, it is time 
for me to leave St Michael’s in September 
to begin a new phase of my life as priest - 
no longer holding ecclesiastical office and 
working full-time, but instead helping out 
in parishes at weekends. I will live in a flat 
in the presbytery in Somers Town, central 
London.

It has been a great privilege and joy to serve 
you and I am, of course, sorry to be leaving 
St Michael’s. I will miss all of you. I am very 
grateful for all your kindnesses to me, and for 
your support and encouragement over the 
years.

The Diocese is still in the process of appointing 
my successor but they have asked me to 
assure you that you will have a new Parish 
Priest in September!
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Sports crew (some year 5 and 6’s) helps 
younger children in our playground make up 
games if they have nothing to play. We also 
help set up PE lessons and courses for our 
school.

Life as a member of sports crew is very fun 
because we get to set up fun PE lessons and 
create challenging courses. As sports crew 
members, we enjoy helping younger children 
finding games to play and if they don’t have 
anyone to play with we’ll happily find them 
someone to play with.

As sports crew members, we recommend 
applying to become a member of sports crew 
because you will have lots of fun being part of 
sports crew (and we also get to skip lessons shhh)!

The St Michael’s Parish Summer BBQ was 
held on Saturday 8th June in the Church Hall. 
We were fortunate with the weather, which 
whilst threatening rain for most of the day, 
brightened into a sunny if somewhat breezy 
late afternoon and evening.

To the accompaniment of summer sounds, 
parishioners tucked into burgers and hot dogs 
as well as cake, for those who could manage 
it. As expected, the Bar also did a roaring trade 
throughout the evening.

It was great to see well over 100 parishioners 
coming along to enjoy a convivial atmosphere 
and to meet old friends and make new ones. This 
was an extremely popular event and was one 
of the largest the Parish has had for some time. 
It was especially pleasing to see both young 
families and more long standing members 
enjoying themselves. Feedback from the night 
has been extremely positive and many have 
already enquired about future events. 

The aim was to hold a Parish social event 
rather than a money raiser, and hopefully 
everyone felt that they received good value. Any 
proceeds that were made will, of course, go to 
Parish funds.

Thank you to those Parish Council and 
Finance Committee members who formed a 
Social Committee to organise this event. In 
addition, thanks should go to Nigel (pictured)
and Tom Jones for working so hard with the 
cooking on the night and to Harry Meddelton for 
organising and co-ordinating the marketing and 
pre-event sales effort.

Finally, a special thanks goes to those who 
came along and supported the event and 
ensured its success.

Here’s to the next event.

by Nathan E and Jakub

School Sports Crew

by Richard Meddelton, Finance Committee

Parish BBQ
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Father, what 
exactly do you 
do apart from 
saying Mass on 
Sunday?

Parishioners have 
suggested that I 
should write up 
for St Michael’s 
News all the 
things that I do 
as a Parish Priest 
to show that I do 
more than just say 
Mass on Sundays! 

My day begins at 6.15am, and often does 
not end until 9.00pm or later. I have identified 
below various dimensions of my priestly 
ministry, and pastoral and administrative work.

DAILY PRAYER Personal prayer and meditation, 
reciting the Divine Office and praying the 
rosary.

LITURGY Baptisms: conducting baptisms at 
least once a month. Last year I had 60 baptisms!

Funerals: preparing the funeral liturgy for the 
deceased with the bereaved family; celebrating 
the Funeral Mass or Service, conducting burials 
and cremations, interring ashes and blessing 
headstones. 

Liturgy – preparation and celebration: 
making time for reading and studying; 
preparing homilies for the Sunday and weekday 
Masses; preparing other liturgies; and ensuring 
that all is prepared for the celebration of all the 
parish liturgies and celebrating the four Sunday 
Masses, and the Masses on weekdays (except 
Thursday, my day off ).

Sacrament of Reconciliation: hearing 
confessions every Saturday morning; hearing 
the confessions of children making their First 
Holy Communion and of the young people 
being confirmed; hearing the confessions of 
individuals by appointment; and taking part in 
reconciliation services. 

Weddings: preparing the couple for their 
marriage, helping them to plan their wedding 
service, officiating at their wedding, completing 
the paper work and obtaining the necessary 

permissions, acting as Registrar at the wedding 
and making the official Register returns.

PASTORAL Catechesis: Instructing those 
seeking to know more about the Catholic faith 
through RCIA (the Rite of Christian Initiation for 
Adults) or individual instruction, and preparing 
individuals for the sacraments.

Pastoral care: appointments with individuals 
for advice, counselling, or spiritual direction; 
and dealing with telephone, letter and email 
pastoral enquiries.

Pastoral formation: attending the monthly 
Deanery meetings; clergy and Diocesan 
meetings, on-going clergy formation meetings; 
and making an annual retreat.

Pastoral visits: visiting the sick and 
housebound, either at home or in hospital, and 
those in need of a home visit.

St Michael’s Primary School: celebrating 
school Masses and other liturgies; being 
available to the headteacher and staff. Until 
two years ago I was a governor of the school.

ADMINISTRATION Office administration: 
maintaining the parish financial records, 
overseeing the income and expenditure of the 
parish; signing cheques, and supervising the 
compilation of the Diocesan year-end financial 
returns.

Supervising the keeping of the parish 
records, editing the weekly newsletter, 
answering administrative queries and 
emails, writing letters, providing references, 
and signing Mass cards, passports, other 
documents, and Certificates of Catholic 
Practice for school admissions.

Property maintenance: overseeing the 
upkeep and maintenance of the parish plant, 
and supervising the repairs and the renewals 
of all parish property.

Parish meetings: attending the quarterly 
meetings of the Finance Committee, the Parish 
Council, and also ad-hoc meetings.

Parishioners also tell me: “Father, I called but 
you are never there…………!”

by Mgr Jim Overton

The Life and Work of a Parish Priest
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Granddad’s Girlfriend

by Roger Houlding

Granddad’s got a girlfriend,
we’re meeting her today,
we’re very apprehensive,
we won’t know what to say.
Her name we can’t be sure about
but he’s known her all his life,
an old flame from many years ago.
He wants her for his wife!
We don’t think this a good idea,
he may not last the course.
He reached 92 last week!
This could end in much remorse!
She is a good deal younger
so will probably see him off.
We worry where his money will go,
because he’s acting like a toff!
He’s dressing in his Sunday Best
and wearing dapper clothes.
We saw his Winkle Pickers on,
which must have crushed his toes!
He’s thrown away his walking stick
and is running up the stairs!
He wore a cravat the other day 
and now he’s donned his Flares!
His hair is cut and neatly styled,
his moustache and eyebrows trimmed.
But although he’s old and passed his time,
his interest may not have dimmed.
He says he’ll get a motorbike
and take her for a ride.
The crash helmet and leathers - 
his age will easily hide.
But please dear old Granddad,
we really love you still.
We don’t you popping off, just yet.
Not before you’ve written your will!

Passing on good news
Books, DVD’s and CD’s
The following items are offered for free. If you 
are interested in any of them please email: 
lee.gibson.2na@btinternet.com detailing the 
item(s) you would like. 

Books 
• Why go to Church? Timothy Radcliffe OP 
•  What is the point of being a Christian? Timothy 

Radcliffe OP
•  Take the Plunge–Living Baptism and 

Confirmation. Timothy Radcliffe OP
•  Promise of Future Glory-Reflections on the Mass 

Vincent Nichols 
• The Mystery of the Cross Cardinal Basil Hume
•  To be a Pilgrim-A Spiritual Notebook Cardinal 

Basil Hume
•  Laudato Si – on care for our common home  

Pope Francis
•  How to survive being married to a Catholic  

Henesy & Gallagher 

DVD’s 
• The Holy Cities – Assisi 
• The Holy Cities – Jerusalem 
• The Holy Cities – Rome 
• Saints in Rome 
• The Face – Jesus in Art 
•  Contemplating Icons – An introduction to Icons 

and Prayer
• Inside the Vatican 
• The Nativity Story 
• The Miracles of Jesus 
• Pray the Rosary with the Psalms 
•  Walking Towards Eternity.  

An eight-part DVD series introducing seven key 
virtues of Love, Forgiveness, Humility, Prayerfulness, 
Faithfulness, Sacrifice and Thankfulness. This DVD set 
comes with a journal containing essential questions 
and reading assignments. 

CD’s 
•  Songs of Taizé – O Lord, Hear my Prayer, My
  Soul is at Rest 
• Songs of Taizé – Volume 2 I lift up my Soul 
• Songs of Taizé – Volume 4 Hosanna 
• Songs of Taizé – Volume 5 God of all Mercy 
• Songs of Taizé – Volume 6 Jesus, Redeemer 
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A thank you letter
by Michael George

Dear Mr George,

Thank you for welcoming me into St Hugh of 
Lincoln School. Your school spreads lots of love. I 
am very grateful for having a school like this. The 

lunch is very tasty too 
and I love the Friday 
meal.

Children are 
extremely perceptive 
and generally 
very honest. 
When parents of 
prospective pupils at 
our school come to 
have a look around 
I always invite them 
to talk with some 
children, because I 

know that the children will give them an honest 
appraisal of what it is like to be a pupil in their 
school, from a child’s perspective. Children tell it 
‘like it is’. 

‘Your school spreads lots of love.’ What a 
commendation. What an amazing thing for a  
6 year old to think, let alone write.

Two and a half years on and the children at 
the school have just been told that I have been 
granted a sabbatical year next academic year 
and will not be at the school. I am going to take 
a little bit of time out of Headship, seeking to be 
re-energised by doing something a bit different.

During a recent ‘wet play’ the same pupil as 
before, now aged 9, wrote me something even 
more extraordinary:

You are Jesus.

Now, children are perceptive, honest, and 
also often quite literal. Yet I know that this pupil 
knows that I am not Jesus. I know myself with 
even more certainty that I am a long way from 
‘being Jesus’. So what did she mean?

St Teresa of Avila wrote:

Christ has no body but yours, 
No hands, no feet on earth but yours, 
Yours are the eyes with which he looks 
Compassion on this world, 
Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good, 
Yours are the hands, with which he blesses all the 
world.

We are not Christ, but we are born to be like 
Christ. We are created in God’s own image. We 
are not born to be Christ, but we are born to 
fulfil Christ’s work on earth. We are born so that 
Christ can be seen in us.

It is an 
enormous 
privilege to be 
a Headteacher, 
most of all to 
be a Catholic 
school 
Headteacher. 
My most 
important 
job as the 
leader of a 
Catholic school 
community 
is to share 
the Gospel 

through word and through deed, striving to live 
and model the school’s Catholic values every 
moment of every day. That is the challenge, 
responsibility, and privilege of the Catholic 
school Headteacher. If I have touched even 
just one person through word and action 
and in some way helped them grow closer to 
God then I will leave for a year with a sense 
of fulfilment and eternal gratitude for having 
had the opportunity to have made such a 
difference.

I am a St Michael’s parishioner, and Headteacher of a Catholic primary school in Woking. Two and half 
years ago we welcomed a six year old girl into the school where I am Headteacher. She had moved to us 
from another school and I was delighted to know that she settled into her new school quickly and was 
enjoying being at our school. I was very touched when a short time after she joined, she wrote me this:
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St Ignatius of Loyola 
Celebrates 150 Years Arundel Cathedral

Recent visit

Cardinal Nichols celebrated Mass on Sunday 
19th May leading our thanksgiving to God for 
all that has been achieved over the last 150 
years.

The parish church of St Ignatius of Loyola was 
opened by Cardinal Manning, the Archbishop of 
Westminster, on 22nd May 1869. Reverend James 
Richardson Browne was the parish priest. Father 
Browne had spent the previous two years, since 
his arrival as parish priest in 1867, travelling 
widely to raise funds to get the church built.

The local population, made up of many Irish 
migrants and their families, worked in the local 
nurseries or as labourers to build the railway and 
waterworks at Hampton. They donated labour 
in their spare time to help build the foundations 
of the church. At the formal opening the 
Archbishop praised  ‘the labouring men who of 
course had not much money to contribute’ who 
had worked on the foundations after completing 
a day’s work in support of their own families.

150 years later it is each one of us who are 
building the church in a very different way. Each 
and every person is essential to the successful 
building up of the parish.

Arundel Cathedral – the Cathedral Church for 
the Catholic Diocese of Arundel and Brighton. 
Built on a hill, the Cathedral sits majestically, 
overlooking the ancient town of Arundel.

Henry, 15th Duke of Norfolk, Earl Marshal 
was responsible for the commissioning of 
the present building in December 1868. The 
architect, Joseph Hansom, who designed many 
other religious and secular buildings, is known 
principally for the invention of the Hansom Cab.

Originally the church was dedicated to the 
16th century Italian priest, St Philip Neri (1515-
1595). In 1965, when the church became a 
Cathedral, the dedication changed to ‘Our Lady 
and St Philip Neri’. Subsequently, in 1971, the 
remains of the martyred 13th Earl of Arundel, 
St Philip Howard (1557-1595) were brought 
from the Fitzalan Chapel and enshrined in the 
Cathedral. The dedication was changed in 1973 
to ‘Our Lady and St Philip Howard’. This final 
change followed the canonization of Philip 
Howard and 39 English and Welsh martyrs of the 
Reformation on 25th October 1970.

Worthing Confirmation Mass, 19th May 2019

The West Front
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In order to bring a sense of completeness to 
the reredos, I would like to commission the 
carving of a Pelican (in wood, and gilded) 
to be placed on its top, where the statue 
of St Michael the Archangel once stood. 
The Pelican is a symbol of the Eucharist – a 
mother feeding her young with blood from 
her breast.

Peter Foster, the brother of Stephen Foster 
who designed the front for the lectern and the 
angels for the altar, has drawn up a design for 
this. You will see mock-up photographs of his 
design on the noticeboard in the narthex.

I have submitted Peter’s design to the 
Historic Churches Committee which must 
approve all changes to a listed church building. 
I hope that the Committee will approve Peter’s 
design at their May meeting.

The cost of carving the Pelican will be in 
the region of £6,000. Some parishioners have 
already indicated that they would like to make 
a donation towards the cost.

If you would like to make a contribution 
towards the cost, please let me know. If you  
are able to do so under the Gift Aid Scheme, 
the Parish can increase your donation by a 
further 25%.

For further details please see the noticeboard 
in the narthex

Catholic and have lost touch?
There are many different reasons why people 
drift away from the practice of their faith. 
Whatever your reasons or situation, we would 
like to invite you to take a fresh look at your 
faith and give it another go. It is never too 
late to start again, no matter how long you 
have been away. You are part of God’s family 
and you would be made very welcome. Your 
contribution is very valuable as are your 
gifts that God has given you, and we are 
incomplete without them.

The Catholic Church is made up of saints 
and sinners. We are all called to be holy, but 
we are part of a wounded family, made up of 
fragile human beings. The Church always needs 
renewal, and you and your story could help us to 
become more like Christ.

If you feel it would be helpful to talk things 
over confidentially about your personal situation 
please telephone to arrange an informal chat 
with Mgr James Overton, Parish Priest on 01784 
252230.

Parish Quiz Night on Saturday, 13th July in the 
parish hall in aid of Sam Beare Hospice. Come 
as a team or teams can be made up on the 
night. There will be a bar on the night. If you are 
able to donate any unwanted gifts/alcohol for 
raffle prizes, then please contact Tina Gale on 
febgirl69@gmail.com
Sunday teas and coffees. We are looking for 
more helpers to join the team on the rota for 
monthly teas and coffees held on the second 
Sunday of the month after the 9.15am Mass. 
Please contact Maddy on benmad@sky.com if 
you are able to help.
MANNA - help needed. Each Friday morning 
goods donated by parishioners to Manna 
foodbank are moved by car from church to its 
depot (not far away). If another two or three 
additional volunteers could join the weekly rota, 
it would spread the load, and be very welcome. 
To learn more and discuss whether you could 
join in this work, please phone David Shenton 
on 01784 456774.
Gumley House School Annual Summer Fair 
takes place on Sunday 7th July 2019 from  
12 noon to 4.00pm. All are very welcome but 
please be aware that there is no parking on site.  
We look forward to seeing you!

Carving a Pelican 
for the reredos
by Mgr Jim Overton



CALLING ALL PARISH GROUPS

Give us your news!
01784 252263 or email: ashford@rcdow.org.uk
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Schools near Ashford Parish
St Michael’s Primary School (Age 5-11) 
Feltham Hill Road, Ashford, Middlesex  
TW15 2DG Telephone: 01784 253333  
www.st-michaels.surrey.sch.uk
Our Lady of the Rosary Catholic Primary 
School  
Parish: Staines-upon-Thames  
Distance: 1.1 miles 
www.ourlady.surrey.sch.uk
St Ignatius Catholic Primary School, 
Sunbury Parish: Sunbury-on-Thames 
Distance: 1.4 miles  
www.st-ignatius.surrey.sch.uk
St Paul’s Catholic College  
Parish: Sunbury-on-Thames  
Distance: 1.5 miles  
www.st-pauls.surrey.sch.uk
St Lawrence’s Catholic Primary School 
Parish: Feltham  
Distance:1.5 miles  
www.st-lawrencesprimary.co.uk
St Michael & St Martin’s Catholic Primary 
School  
Parish: Hounslow  
Distance: 2.7 miles  
www.stmichaelandstmartin.co.uk

Talks on the Catholic Faith. If you are interested in 
becoming a Catholic or in deepening your knowledge 
of the Catholic Faith, you are most welcome to attend 

the series of talks on the Catholic Faith on Tuesday 
evenings at 7.00pm in the presbytery meeting room.  

Please just come along. 

Before my Holy Communion, I went to classes 
on Sundays to practice for the day. I had to 
bring a book to write and colour in. Leading 
up to the day we had a practice of eating the 
bread and drinking the wine, in the church and 
in the hall. It was really helpful on the day.

On my first Holy Communion I was a bit 
nervous, at first. We went in to the meeting 
room to check we were all ready. Then I did my 
reading, the Welcome Reading. After we got 
in line and started to walk around the church, 
helping with the collection. Then we all sat 
down. After lots of reading we got to make our 
first Holy Communion with the bread and wine.

I really had fun, I will always remember this 
day, I will not forget it. It was very wonderful.

by Annalise Sandom

My Holy Communion

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion. The new rota is now available 
online at http://parish.rcdow.org.uk/ashford/

EMERGENCY EXITS
In the event of an emergency, please 
note that the three fire exits from  
St Michael’s church are the main church 
entrance, the side door to the left of  
St Joseph’s Chapel, and the main 
entrance to the hall.



Altar Servers Heather Nolan 01784 256549 heathernolan61@gmail.com
Ashford Hospital Chaplain Frances Castledine 01784 455915 ashford@rcdow.org.uk
Baptism Lee Gibson 07713 760281 lee.gibson2na@btinternet.com
Charismatic Prayer Group Frances Castledine 01784 455915  
Choir Peter Turner 01784 252230 ashford@rcdow.org.uk
Church Cleaning Anna Floyd 01784 248099 annafloyd@sky.com
Church Flowers Louise Lloyd 07896 698954 louise.lloyd@gmx.com
Church Gardens Michael Glynn 01784 469934 glynn.pauline@googlemail.com
Churches Together Demetri Pavia 01784 251841 demetri.pavia@btinternet.com
Collection Counters Pam Archer 01784 252230 ashford@rcdow.org.uk
Margaret Dean 01784 252230 ashford@rcdow.org.uk
Confirmation Clive De Souza 01784 246580 ashfordconf@rcdow.org.uk
Finance Committee Chris Derby 07933 152612 chris.derby@sky.com
First Holy Communion Sarah Davies 01784 251763 ashfordcomm@rcdow.org.uk
Followers Colin Berkeley 01784 246514 colin.berkeley@sky.com
Folk Group Sarah Walsh 07798 918064 mrssmwalsh@gmail.com
General Intercessions Writers Tess De Souza 01784 246580 tess.desouza@btinternet.com
Extrordinary Ministers of Holy Communion
 Tess De Souza 01784 246580 tess.desouza@btinternet.com
Housebound and Sick Parishioners Gavin Boyle 01784 254345  
Ladies Circle Maysie Boone 01784 557165 maysie.boone@gmail.com
Missio Maureen Meek 01784 251590 maureen.meek@talktalk.net
Newsletter Shenda Holmes 01784 252230 ashford@rcdow.org.uk
Organist Peter Turner 01784 252230 ashford@rcdow.org.uk
Parish Council Desmond DeSa 07935 761550 desmonddesa@hotmail.com
Readers Tess De Souza 01784 246580 tess.desouza@btinternet.com
Repository Patricia Gillespie 01784 252230 ashford@rcdow.org.uk
Safeguarding  Representatives Amanda McCarthy    01784 256810 ashfordsg2@safeguard.rcdow.org.uk
 Jennifer Parsons 01784 248314   ashfordsg2@safeguard.rcdow.org.uk         
Sunday Friends Rob Andrews 07905 249266 robandrews27@gmail.com
St Michael’s News Julian Game 01784 252230 juliangame@aol.com
St Michael’s School Stacy Rielly 01784 253333 info@st-michaels.surrey.sch.uk
Transport Shenda Holmes 01784 252230 ashford@rcdow.org.uk  
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PARISH CONTACTS

Muggeridge & Hills

General Building
Carpentry and  
Decorating - Ashford

Phone Martin on 
256773 for a free estimate

For a quality job 
by a qualified 

tradesman

St Michael’s 
Repository
...stocks a variety 
of cards and gifts 
for all occasions, 

including Mass Cards, 
Sympathy Cards, 

Birthday Cards, Get 
Well Cards and Baby 

Cards.  
The Repository 
is open after all 

weekend Masses and 
on Tuesday and Friday 

mornings.

GENERAL DATA PROTECTION 
REGULATION  (GDPR) 
For more information, you can 
read the full diocesan privacy 
policy on: rcdow.org.uk/
diocese/privacy-policy
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Oremus – The Best Things 
in Life are FREE
This magazine is now a FREE publication! And it is 
our hope that it will continue to be so for many years 
to come. Everyone who now visits Westminster 
Cathedral, be they worshipper, pilgrim, wanderer or 
tourist, is most welcome to take home a copy of its 
official magazine. For more information and how to 
subscribe* please call Oremus: 020 7798 9052 or go 
to Gift Shop On Line: www.westminster 
cathedralshop.co.uk and click on “Subscriptions”. *A small postal charge is made to subscribers.

Local hospital visits If anyone in your family is in  
hospital and would like a Hospital Chaplain to visit them, please 
contact Frances Castledine for Ashford Hospital on  
01784 884488 or the Chaplain’s Office for St Peter’s Hospital on 
01932 872000. Hospital Chaplains will only know if one of your 
family is in hospital if you inform them.

Usual Service Times
Sunday Masses
Saturday 6:00pm,  
First Mass of Sunday;
9:15am (including Children’s Liturgy 
of the Word);11:00am and 6:00pm 

Weekday Masses
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Friday, Saturday 9:15am 
No Mass on Thursdays 

Holy Days of Obligation Masses
9:15am and 7:00pm

Eucharistic Adoration 
Saturday 9:45 – 10:15am

Sacrament of Reconciliation   
Saturday 10:15 – 10:45am

Sacrament of Baptism
Second Saturday of the month. 
Contact Lee Gibson on 01784 
252194 / 07713 760281 or lee.
gibson.2na@btinternet.com 

Pact the Catholic charity for prisoners 
and their families, is offering free training 
and support for parishioners interested in 

volunteering with them in prisons or in the 
local community. No experience necessary. 

All enquiries welcome. To find out more 
please contact ParishAction@ 

prisonadvice.org.uk

PARISH HALL FOR HIRE
Please contact Shenda Holmes on

01784 252230 or  
ashford@rcdow.org.uk 

for further information.

A few copies of Oremus are available each month in the narthex

Parish Priest  
Mgr James Overton
St Michael’s Catholic Church, 
112 Clarendon Road, 
Ashford, Middlesex TW15 
2QD. Telephone: 01784 
252230  
Email: ashford@rcdow.org.uk  
Web: https://parish.rcdow.
org.uk/ashford/
Parish Secretary, parish 
registration, baptism 
enquiries and hall bookings 
contact:  
Shenda Holmes  
on 01784 252230
Office Hours: Monday – Friday 
(not Thursdays), 9:00am – 1:00pm.

Regular weekly  
meetings/events
Sundays:  
Charismatic Prayer Group,  
St Joseph’s Chapel, 7:00pm
Wednesdays:  
Choir practice, Organ Loft, 
7.30pm;

Folk Group practice,  
St Joseph’s Chapel, 7:30pm 
(alternate Wednesdays)

Thursdays:  
Ladies Circle, 8:00pm, Parish 
Hall (alternate Thursdays)

Saturdays:  
Antique Fair  
(3rd Saturday of month)

We are very grateful 
to our advertisers who 
enable us to distribute 
the magazine free to 
our parishioners. 
If you would like to advertise your 
business in our magazine, please 
telephone:  
01784 252230  
or email: ashford@rcdow.org.uk
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~LOCAL ELECTRICIAN~
Do you want a quick response and a reliable service?

No job too big or too small.

When you need an electrical fault / problem solved,  
We will solve it for you.

Extend the warm summer evenings with outdoor  
lighting & heating

Watch the football outside via an external socket  
and aerial outlet

For your local qualified electrician 
call Richard – 07875 958 912
 www.electricaltt.com or

 facebook com/electriciantwarea/

If you would like to advertise in St Michael’s News, please 
telephone: 01784 252230 or email: ashford@rcdow.org.uk

*Advertising rate is for four box ads for one year

A quarterly magazine with  
a readership of over 1,500 
4 ads from only £25*... 
... it could pay to advertise  
in St Michael’s News.

Chris Derby 
Limited

chris@chrisderby.co.uk

Teas and coffees held 
once a month on the 
Second Sunday after 
9:15 am Mass
Why not help out and  
join our rota.  
Contact Madeleine  
Haxton Smith 07958 323495

Volunteers  
Needed  

Now!


