
Twenty fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time, 15th September 2019 
 

“This son of mine... was lost and is found” 
 

Two preachers had been invited to a Gospel tea-meeting somewhere in London, and they went 
together, having carefully prepared their messages. When they arrived and saw the audience, 
composed of the very poor and not very literate who lived in the slums in that area, they looked 
at one another. `The sermon I have ready won’t do here, I’m afraid,’ said J. B. Watson. ‘Nor mine,’ 
said JC. ‘I’ll tell you what,’ said J. B. Watson to his fellow-preacher, ‘I’ll take the prodigal son out 
to the far country, and you bring him home again.’ ‘OK, jolly good’ said JC (Jesus Christ). 
 

Yes, today our life is like what J.B. Watson said - we are taken far from our traditions, ideas, 
thoughts, beliefs, and values of life, conditioned by publicity and ideas put into our mind and heart 
especially the young ones who are taken to the far fantasied world of “isms”: Existentialism, 
Agnosticism, Materialism, Humanism, and the list goes on and on. J.B. Watson in the text 
represents all the conditioning ideas that take us away from the sight of reality of life that is filled 
with wonderful things: such as parents and people who love us, friends and why even from our 
own brothers and sisters. JC represents you know who, right! He always brings us back home 
safe, to that Love which has no beginning or end, to our Infinitely Good and Loving Father. 
 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus uses the very common human experience of losing things to give us a 
glimpse into the heart of God. We should appreciate what an astonishing thing Jesus is doing. 
We wonder: who can look into the mind of God? Who can possibly penetrate into the inner depths 
of the heart of God? It’s easy, says Jesus. We can all think ourselves into the mind of a shepherd 
who has lost a sheep, or a housewife who has lost a coin, or maybe especially into the mind of a 
man who has lost a son. And if we can do this, we can think ourselves into the mind of God. 
 

This is, after all, what we might expect, because the scriptures tell us that God made us in God’s 
own image and likeness. This does not mean, of course, that our physical bodies resemble God, 
for God is pure spirit. So what else can the text mean except that we share something of God’s 
mind, something of God’s heart, something of God’s spirit? 
 

These parables of Jesus teach us something of how God feels about sinners and about the 
repentance of sinners. But more than that, they tell us that if we can look into the heart of any 
human being, even into our own heart, we can look into the heart of God. Of course, human hearts 
can be embittered, hurt, twisted, and we must make allowance for this. But if we are willing to let 
our imagination sweeten the bitterness, soothe the hurt, straighten out what is twisted, then we 
can learn something of the love of God from everyone we meet. That offensive neighbour who 
gives us such grief; that annoying colleague who always irritates us; that person whose lifestyle 
seems so contrary to the teachings of our faith; even that violent and vicious criminal who has 
just received a very long stretch in prison - all have something to tell us about the love of God, if 
we look at them through the eyes of Jesus. 
 

And if we are to do this effectively, we must remember a saying of Jesus: “Do not judge, and you 
will not be judged.” It is not for us to judge these lost children of God our Father, who have 
wandered so far from him; it is our business to pray for them, that like the prodigal son they may 
turn back to their heavenly Father. And it is our business, too, to gaze into our own hearts, which 
are the hearts nearest and most accessible to us, to discern our deepest longings, our profound 
yearnings, and to see in them a reflection - distorted, no doubt, as if through a glass darkly, but 
still a likeness - of the yearning of God our Father to bring us, his dear children, into full union with 
the love of his own heart. 
Redemptorist Publications, The Living Word, C4, 2019 



Home Mission Donations Collection. The donations collection this 
weekend supports the work of the Bishops’ Conference Home Mission 
Office. Please place your donation in the box on the wall at the back of 
the church by the hymn book trolleys.  
 
Fr Jim’s Farewell Reception (wine and canapés) is on Friday 27th 
September, 7.00 – 9.00pm in the parish hall. Children are, of course, 
welcome. If you wish to still make a donation towards his retirement 
collection, please place in an envelope in the offertory bag or post 
through the presbytery letterbox. 
 
First Holy Communion 2020. The First Holy Communion Mass will 
take place on Saturday 16th May. 
Application forms for children in Year 3 and above are now available on 
the parish website and should be made online ONLY. Please go to 
the parish website - https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/ashford/ to 
download the application form. On the parish website you will need to 
select the Sacramental Preparation page and then select First Holy 
Communion.  
Please return the completed application form to 
ashfordcomm@rcdow.org.uk by 31st October 2019 (DO NOT SEND 
TO THE PARISH EMAIL ADDRESS). 
 
Signing Secondary School forms.  I will be available to sign 
Certificates of Catholic Practice on Monday 7th October 2019 in 
Michael’s School from 2.30pm – 3.30pm; and also in the presbytery 
from 6.15pm to 6.45pm. It would be a great help to me if you would 
come only at these times and not seek individual appointments. 
 

Catholic Education Service. Thank you for your donations of £14.52 
last weekend. 
 

Fr Sidon Sagar FDP 
 
 

 

Offertory Collection. Last week’s collection was £1,750.51 - Envelopes £625.90; 

Bankers Orders £600.00 (weekly average); Loose Plate £524.62 
 

Emergency Exits: In the event of an emergency, please note that the three 
fire exits from the church are the main church entrance, the side door to the 
left of St Joseph’s Chapel, and the main entrance to the hall. 

 



The Bucket Collection in September is for The Passage.  
 
Ladies Circle resumes on Thursday 19th September at 8.00pm in the parish 
hall for cheese and wine.  
 
Antiques Fair. The Antiques Fair is back on Saturday, 21st September, 
10.00am – 3.00pm in the parish hall. Stalls available. Please come and have a 
look. More information from Anna Hogan on 01784 254462. 
 
Sunday Friends Helpers Appeal.  Sunday Friends meets during the 9.15am 
Mass every Sunday for children aged 4 – 8 years old. The helpers are 
assigned on a rota and your turn will come up every four weeks on average. 
We have recently lost a number of helpers and so are making an appeal for 
new ones. Without your help Sunday Friends will not be able to continue. If 
you are able to help or would like more information, please call Rob Andrews 
on 07905 249266.  
 
St Michael’s School requires a School Crossing Patrol Officer to work 
11.25 hours (7.45-9.15am and 3.00-3.45pm) Monday to Friday term time only. 
Please contact Mrs Twose (School Business Manager) on 01784 253333 for 
further information. 
 
The Cardinal Vaughan Memorial School – Open days for admission for 
September 2020.Year 7 Admissions: Tuesday 17 September & Thursday 
26 September 2019.The Headmaster will speak at 4.30pm and 6.00pm. 
Guided tours of the school will follow each speech; Year 12 (Sixth Form) 
Admissions: Thursday 3 October and on Tuesday 15 October 2019 
The Headmaster will speak at 5.00pm. Guided tours of the school will follow 
his speech. The last tour will be held at 6.00 pm. 
 
Gunnersbury Catholic School Open Days on Wednesday, 2 October 2019 
2.00-3.30pm (Head’s talk 2.45pm) and 6.00-8.00pm (Head’s talk:  6.30pm and 
7.30pm) and Wednesday, 9 October 2019 2-3.30pm (Head’s talk 2.45pm). 
 
Christian Resources Exhibition (CRE) will be held 15th-17th October at 
Sandown Park, Esher - free tickets can be obtained from Canaan in Staines. 
 
CAFOD information afternoon, Wednesday 18th September 2.30-4.00pm at 
CAFOD’s Volunteer Centre, 1st Floor, Church of Christ the King, 29 Bramley 
Road, Oakwood, London, N14 4HE CAFOD with guest speaker, Laura 
Ouseley, who has first- hand experience of our work in Overseas.  
Come and hear how CAFOD is helping communities, thanks to your support. 
Please register on 020 8449 6970 or email westminster@cafod.org.uk      
 
Readings for 22nd September, 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Amos 8: 4-7; 1 Timothy 2: 1-8; Luke 16: 1-13 



PLEASE PRAY 
 

for all the sick and housebound in our parish.  
 

For anniversaries in September since 2012. Eric Borg, Jim Boyle, Tina Dunning, 
John Field, Theresa Gaffney, Margaret Gillespie, Richard Griffiths, Carmelina 
Mausolle, Tom McNulty, Catherine McQuillan, Sheila Nolan, Brynley Williams, 
Catherine Wood. 
 

for Fr Michael Tuck and parishioners of St Ignatius, Sunbury-on-Thames; and for 
staff and pupils of St Paul’s College. 
 

for the Holy Father’s Prayer Intention that politicians, scientists and economists 
work together to protect the world’s seas and oceans.  

 

Mass Intentions 15th – 22nd September  
Sunday 15th        Vigil Mass Saturday, 6.00pm Peter McDonnell RIP 

9.15am      The people of the parish 
  11.00am      Catherine Mead RIP 
  6.00pm      A special intention (BH) 
Mon 16th          9.15am      P T Joseph RIP 
Tues 17th         9.15am      Holy Souls 
Wed 18th           9.15am        Margaret Gillespie RIP 
Fri 20th       9.15am      Rosamma Thomas RIP 
Sat 21st     9.15am       Holy Souls 
Sunday 22nd        Vigil Mass Saturday, 6.00pm Gabriel Mencel RIP 

9.15am      Teresa Wick RIP 
  11.00am      Frank van Gramberg RIP 
  6.00pm      The people of the parish      

Sunday Mass  

  (Vigil) Saturday, 6.00pm  
    9.15am Family (Folk Group, Children’s Liturgy of the Word) 
  11.00am Sung (First Sunday, Ordinary of the Mass sung in Latin)  
    6.00pm 
 

 Holy Days of Obligation Mass 
    9.15am and 7.00pm  

 Weekday Mass  
    9.15am Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, Saturday    

Eucharistic Adoration  
                  Saturday 9.45 – 10.15am 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation    

                                  Saturday 10.15 – 10.45am (and at any time by appointment) 
  

Sacrament of Baptism 
Normally celebrated on a Saturday once a month. To arrange a Baptism contact 
Baptism Catechist Lee Gibson on 07713 760281 or lee.gibson.2na@btinternet.com 

 

 

St Michael’s Catholic Church  
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This parish is part of the Westminster Catholic Diocese Trustee Charity no. 233699  
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