
Twenty sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time, 29th September 2019 
 

“They will not be convinced even if someone should rise from the dead.” 

What we do to others we do to God (because of God’s association with us in the Incarnation of 
Jesus). What we do to others we do to Jesus. We could say that in many different ways the 
Gospels put this teaching before us and once again today the Parable of the Rich Man and 
Lazarus (Luke 16:19-31) asks to reflect on this amazing fact. What we do to others we do to God. 
What we do to others we do to Jesus. The rich man is not condemned for being rich. Instead, he 
is condemned because he did not show charity to a poor man called Lazarus. Lazarus wanted 
just the scraps from the rich man’s table but we are given the impression that he didn’t receive 
even the scraps. 
Notice that there is no mention of poor Lazarus being envious. Envy doesn’t enter into the parable 
at all because, in fact, the rich man had nothing to make someone envious of him. He had riches, 
yes, but not true riches. This is clearly seen when both men are in the next life and then we see 
who has true riches, poor Lazarus, and the rich man has nothing. Even though the rich man 
appeared to have everything one could want he may have felt quite empty. Money cannot buy 
everything. This is how Pope Benedict comments on this parable in his book Jesus of Nazareth 
(p215). 
The Lord wants to lead us from foolish cleverness toward true wisdom; he wants to teach us to 
discern the real good. And so we have good grounds, even though it is not there in the text, to 
say that…the rich glutton was already an empty-hearted man in this world, and that his carousing 
was only an attempt to smother this interior emptiness of his. The next life brings to light the truth 
already present in this life. 
It is selfish spending gone out of control that is critiqued by Jesus in his parable. Jesus’ teaching 
asks us to show solidarity and not selfishness. This parable is spelling out of what Jesus means 
when he says we must love our neighbour as ourselves. We see the same insensitivity of the rich 
to the situation around them in the first reading also (Amos 6:1,4-7). The Lord said through the 
prophet Amos that the rich were living lives of luxury and ignoring the collapse of Joseph around 
them, i.e. ignoring the collapse of Israel (Joseph=Israel). Once again the problem is not the rich 
being rich, because we see examples in Scripture of the rich doing good. The rich man, Joseph 
of Arimathea, went to Pilate after Jesus died and asked for the body of Jesus (Matt 27:57). 
Nicodemus brought a huge amount of myrrh and aloes to anoint Jesus’ body after he died showing 
that he also was a rich man who wanted to use his wealth appropriately (John 19:39). We also 
see a rich tax collector named Zacchaeus undergoing a conversion experience (Luke 19:1-10). 
What is being critiqued in the Scriptures today is when we ignore what is happening around us. 
Indifference to those who are in need and who are suffering is what the Scriptures put before us 
today as sinful. We could put it another way; we cannot go to God without our brothers and sisters 
around us who are suffering. 
Lazarus continues to knock at our door and so the Church has many initiatives to help the poor. 
How many hospitals, schools, hospices, shelters have been founded by the Church to heed the 
call of Christ to care for the poor. Saints in this country are known for their care for the poor. That 
is why the annual Peter’s Pence Collection is entirely given by the Pope to help the poor of the 
world. We have many Catholic Church aid agencies scattered throughout the world to help those 
in underdeveloped countries. 
In our time we could say that those who are most poor and vulnerable are the unborn. They are 
the Lazarus knocking on our door for protection. Governments also have many programs to give 



aid to developing nations but what a pity that some of these programs are tainted by supporting 
immorality, in particular by not being open to life or by supporting abortion programs in other 
countries. 
What is the parable saying to us? Surely it is asking us to reflect once again on our consumption 
to see whether it is moderate or gone out of control. Surely it is asking us to reflect on whether 
we are sufficiently sensitive to the needs of those around us who are suffering in any way. What 
is being critiqued in the Scriptures today is when we ignore what is happening around us. 
Indifference to those who are in need and who are suffering is what the Scriptures put before us 
today as sinful. What we do to others we do to God. What we do to others we do to Jesus. 
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Feast of St Michael, the Archangel. We are keeping the Patronal Feast of 
our Parish this weekend; the readings are for the Twenty Sixth Sunday of the 
year, page 143 of the Mass Book. 
 

Commissioning and re-commissioning of readers. I will be commissioning 
and re-commissioning all readers this weekend.  
 

CAFOD Harvest Fast Day, Friday 4th October. There will be a retiring 
collection next weekend for CAFOD. You will find envelopes in the narthex. 
 

Solemn Adoration and Benediction takes place after 9.15am Mass on 
Saturdays. 
 

First Holy Communion 2020. The First Holy Communion Mass will take place 
on Saturday 16th May 2020. Application forms for children in Year 3 and 
above are now available on the parish website and should be made online 
ONLY. Please go to the parish website - 
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/ashford/ to download the application form. On 
the parish website you will need to select the Sacramental Preparation page 
and then select First Holy Communion.  
Please return the completed application form to 
ashfordcomm@rcdow.org.uk by 31st October 2019 (DO NOT SEND TO 
THE PARISH EMAIL ADDRESS). 
 

Signing Secondary School forms.  I will be available to sign 
Certificates of Catholic Practice on Monday 7th October 2019 in Michael’s 
School from 2.30pm – 3.30pm; and also in the presbytery from 6.15pm to 
6.45pm. It would be a great help to me if you would come only at these times 
and not seek individual appointments. 
 

Congratulations. Congratulations and best wishes to Richard Lee and 
Gemma Holley who were married in St Michael’s last Friday; and to James 
Harries and Alison Thurlow who were married this Saturday.  
 

Fr Sidon Sagar FDP 
 

Emergency Exits: In the event of an emergency, please note that the three fire exits 
from the church are the main church entrance, the side door to the left of St Joseph’s 
Chapel, and the main entrance to the hall. 



Building Works Final Update from Fr Jim Overton 
I am delighted that the Pelican carving has now been placed on top of the reredos in 
the sanctuary as a beautiful and powerful symbol of the sacrifice of the Eucharist.  
I thank Peter Foster for his truly excellent craftsmanship in sculpting the lovely Pelican 
and restoring the sense of balance to the reredos. 
The Pelican represents a mother tearing open her breast to feed her chicks with her 
blood.  From the beginning, the Church has always portrayed the Pelican as a symbol 
of Jesus feeding us with his Body and Blood in the Eucharist.  It is, of course, a myth 
and not a true fact. But as a myth the Pelican expresses in a beautiful symbolic way the 
profound truth of our Eucharistic faith.  Similarly, the apple that Eve and Adam ate is 
also a myth and not a true fact, yet it also expresses in a powerful symbolic way the 
fateful truth of the disobedience and fall of humankind. 
I would also like to thank Gary and Joseph Moore for building the retaining wall for the 
church garden by the entrance to the hall which will prevent the stones from spilling 
over onto the forecourt. 
 

 

Offertory Collection. Last week’s collection was £1, 553.25 - Envelopes £516.40; 

Bankers Orders £600.00 (weekly average); Loose Plate £436.85. 
 

The Bucket Collection in September is for The Passage.  
 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion. The new rota is now ready for 
collection from the Sacristy and is also available online at 
http://parish.rcdow.org.uk/ashford/  
 

Ladies Circle. We meet on Thursday 3rd October at 8.00pm in the parish 
hall for a book swap - please bring any unwanted books to exchange. Also 
membership money is now due. 
 

Have you lost your Rosary?  A Rosary was found outside the parish hall last 
weekend and may be collected from the Repository. 
 

Ashford Baroque Ensemble Concert on Saturday 26th October 2019, 
7.30pm at St Matthew's Church. The programme includes: Telemann - 
Sinfonia Melodica, Kleinknecht - Trio Sonata for Flute and Oboe in C minor, 
Handel - Organ Concerto: The Cuckoo and the Nightingale (Soloist: Philip 
Buckmaster), Bach - Orchestral Suite No.2 in B minor. Programmes £10, 
under 18s £5, on the door. 
 

Beginning Experience Weekend. A healing weekend for men and women 
who are separated, divorced or widowed will be held from 18th to 20th 
October 2019 at the Domus Mariae Centre, Chigwell, Essex. 
For details please contact Freda 01322-838415 or Maura 01322-551503 or 
email johnabrotherton@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Healing Mass at Sons of the Divine Providence, 25 Lower Teddington 
Road, Hampton Wick KT1 4HB on Saturday 26th October 2019, 2.00 – 
4.00pm. For more details, please see the poster in the narthex or call Fr John 
Perrotta on 07921 125283. 
 

Readings for 6th October, 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Habakkuk 1: 2-3, 2: 2-4; 2 Timothy 1: 6-8, 13-14; Luke 17: 5-10 
 



PLEASE PRAY 
for all the sick and housebound in our parish.  
 

For anniversaries in September since 2012. Eric Borg, Jim Boyle, Tina Dunning, 
John Field, Theresa Gaffney, Margaret Gillespie, Richard Griffiths, Carmelina 
Mausolle, Tom McNulty, Catherine McQuillan, Sheila Nolan, Brynley Williams, 
Catherine Wood. 
 

for Fr Michael Tuck and parishioners of St Ignatius, Sunbury-on-Thames; and for 
staff and pupils of St Paul’s College. 
 

for the Holy Father’s Prayer Intention that politicians, scientists and economists 
work together to protect the world’s seas and oceans.  

 

Mass Intentions 29th September - 6th October  
Sunday 29th       Vigil Mass Saturday, 6.00pm Tom McNulty RIP 

9.15am      The people of the parish 
  11.00am      Ruby and Arthur James Edwards RIP 
  6.00pm      Catherine Mead RIP 
Mon 30th          9.15am      Teresa Wick RIP 
Tues 1st          9.15am      Patricia Gillespie’s intentions 
Wed 2nd          9.15am        A Special Intention 
Fri 4th       9.15am      Catherine Mead RIP 
Sat 5th     9.15am       Bernadine Dominic RIP 
Sunday 6th          Vigil Mass Saturday, 6.00pm A Special Intention (CH) 

9.15am      In thanksgiving 
  11.00am      Michael Bentley RIP 
  6.00pm      The people of the parish      

Sunday Mass  

  (Vigil) Saturday, 6.00pm  

    9.15am Family (Folk Group, Children’s Liturgy of the Word) 
  11.00am Sung (First Sunday, Ordinary of the Mass sung in Latin)  
    6.00pm 
 

 Holy Days of Obligation Mass 
    9.15am and 7.00pm  

 Weekday Mass  
    9.15am Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, Saturday    

Eucharistic Adoration and Benediction 
                  Saturday 9.45 – 10.15am 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation    

                                  Saturday 10.15 – 10.45am (and at any time by appointment) 
  

Sacrament of Baptism 
Normally celebrated on a Saturday once a month. To arrange a Baptism contact 
Baptism Catechist Lee Gibson on 07713 760281 or lee.gibson.2na@btinternet.com 
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