
Twenty eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time, 13th October 2019 
 

“One of them turned back praising God at the top of his voice 
 and threw himself at the feet of Jesus and thanked him.” 

 
Today I will begin with the following legal maxim written in Latin: NEMO DAT 
QUOD NON HABET, which simply means 'you cannot give what you don't have'. 
How many times have you and I used this statement as an excuse to justify our 
actions and deeds, like the nine lepers in today’s Gospel? 
 

Those among the followers of Jesus who had heard his parable of the good 
Samaritan might not have been surprised at what happens in today's Gospel, in 
his encounter with the lepers. Jesus is on the road that borders Galilee and 
Samaria, so there is always the chance of a further comparison between the 
chosen people and those they regard as outsiders. The Samaritans are judged 
by the Jews to be foreigners and outsiders, so a Samaritan leper will be the 
outsider's outsider. Yet he is the one who comes back to Jesus and thanks him, 
praising God for what Jesus has done. 
 

This reminds me of Jermaine Gardner who was born with one eye and a 
misshapen face. Doctors said he would be a vegetable. His mother wanted him 
to die. At four years old, he was sitting in the lobby of Medical City Dallas, playing 
a “Thank you” piano concert for two hundred hospital employees. His musical 
talent was discovered accidentally when he was still a baby (9 months old). He 
now has a memorised repertoire of nearly two hundred classical compositions 
and has played with one of the world-famous pianists Stevie Wonder. 
 

Luke's Gospel is often thought of as the Gospel of the revelation of the 
forgiveness and mercy of God. But it is also the Gospel that pays attention to 
the need for praise and thanksgiving, beginning with the first words of Mary's 
hymn of thanks to God on her visit to Elizabeth: “My soul proclaims the 
greatness of the Lord and my spirit exults in God my saviour." God's forgiveness 
and mercy are to be celebrated, not hidden from sight, and, we are to show our 
thanks by the way we, in turn, welcome outsiders into our world. 
 

How we welcome outsiders into our midst is a concern of so many countries 
today. Various elements converge to undermine our freedom to open our arms 
and accept the outsider as a blessing rather than a curse. We are afraid. We 
are afraid of the unknown, whether it be the unknown of race, colour, language 
or creed. We fear that the world as we have known it will be utterly changed, 
even if that world has not been a particularly happy or rewarding one. We fear 
that we will be overwhelmed by the numbers of those who are different from us; 
that we will lose our jobs and our homes. We are also disdainful of different ways 
of life. We have an inbuilt belief that our way of doing things is right, even if, 
again, it does not fulfil our hopes and dreams, and the culture of others threatens 
our culture and our patterns of life. 
 

We might wonder at times whether his listeners felt the same way about Jesus. 
He must have made them feel very uncomfortable about their way of living and 
how limited and enclosed it was. It takes great acts of faith and love on our part 



to overcome our fears and open our hearts to all who knock at our doors. 
Perhaps we can only do it through recognising that we have so much to thank 
God for and, through this celebration of life, we change our perspective and 
want to offer it to others we meet and to be open to the gifts they bring in their 
turn. In the end, we are not enemies. We are friends who still must get to know 
each other. 
Let's not forget what an unknown author said, “Happy are they who grieve not 
for what they have not, but give thanks for what they do have” and also to 
encourage you in this week’s journey do listen to Josh Groban “You raise me”. 
 

© Redemptorist Publications, The Living Word, C3, 2019, adapted 
 
 

Prisoners’ Sunday. On Prisoners’ Sunday we pray for the needs of prisoners 
and their families. If you would like to support the work of PACT (Prison Advice 
and Care Trust) you will find donation envelopes and information leaflets in the 
narthex. Envelopes can be handed to one of the collectors (their envelopes do 
not fit into our collection bags!) or to Fr Sidon or Fr Carlo.   
 

Monthly Teas and Coffees after 9.15am Mass this Sunday in the parish hall. 
 

Missio. Next Sunday is World Mission Sunday when the Holy Father asks us 
to pray for all those working in the Church’s overseas missions. There will be a 
retiring collection for Missio, the Pope’s charity for supporting these missions. 
You will find donation envelopes in the narthex.  
 

CAFOD. Thank you for your donations of £306.65 last weekend. If you still 
wish to make a donation to CAFOD, please hand the envelope to a collector. 
 

Weekday morning Mass on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays. Please 
note that the 9.15am Mass will now take place in St Joseph’s Chapel.  
Mass will be in the church on Fridays and Saturdays.  
 

St Michael’s News.  It appears there was a problem with the printing of the 
magazine and you may have picked up a copy with pages missing. Please do 
take another copy from the narthex.  
 

First Holy Communion 2020. The First Holy Communion Mass will take place 
on Saturday 16th May 2020. Application forms for children in Year 3 and 
above are now available on the parish website and should be made online 
ONLY. Please go to the parish website - 
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/ashford/ to download the application form. On 
the parish website you will need to select the Sacramental Preparation page 
and then select First Holy Communion. Please return the completed 
application form to ashfordcomm@rcdow.org.uk by 31st October 2019  
 

Signing Secondary School School Forms. I will be signing Certificates of 
Catholic Practice on Wednesday 20th November at St Michael’s School, 2.30-
3.30pm and in the Presbytery 6.15 - 6.45pm. It would be a great help to me if 
you would come only at these times and not seek individual appointments. 
 

Fr Sidon Sagar FDP 
 



Offertory Collection. Last week’s collection was £1,709.39 - Envelopes £630.62; 

Bankers Orders £600.00 (weekly average); Loose Plate £478.77. 
 

The Bucket Collection in October is for Ashford Breast Cancer.  
 

Ladies Circle. We meet on Thursday, 17th October at 8.00pm in the parish 
hall. Members who are going to the Christmas meal please bring your £5.00 
deposit.  
 

BeGinning Experience Weekend. A healing weekend for men and women 
who are separated, divorced or widowed will be held from 18th to 20th 
October 2019 at the Domus Mariae Centre, Chigwell, Essex. 
For details please contact Freda 01322-838415 or Maura 01322-551503 or 
email johnabrotherton@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Healing Mass at Sons of the Divine Providence, 25 Lower Teddington 
Road, Hampton Wick KT1 4HB on Saturday 26th October 2019, 2.00 – 
4.00pm. For more details, please see the poster in the narthex or call Fr John 
Perrotta on 07921 125283. 
 

Ashford Baroque Ensemble Concert on Saturday 26th October 2019, 
7.30pm at St Matthew's Church. The programme includes: Telemann - 
Sinfonia Melodica, Kleinknecht - Trio Sonata for Flute and Oboe in C minor, 
Handel - Organ Concerto: The Cuckoo and the Nightingale (Soloist: Philip 
Buckmaster), Bach -Orchestral Suite No.2 in B minor. Programmes £10, under 
18s £5, on the door. 
 

Admission to Reception for September 2020. St Ignatius Catholic 
Primary School, Green Street, Sunbury on Thames TW16 6QG is holding an 
Open Morning on Thursday 7th November 2019, 9.30 - 11.30am.  An 
address will take place at 9.30am for prospective parents.  Deadline for 
applications is 15th January 2020 to your Local Authority.  Each Catholic 
school you apply to (regardless of where you rank them) will also require their 
own forms to be completed by this deadline. 
 

Readings for 20th October, 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Exodus 17:8-13; 2 Timothy 3:14 – 14:2;  Luke 18: 1-8 
 

PLEASE PRAY 
 

for all the sick and housebound in our parish.  
 

For anniversaries in October since 2012. Robert Attard-Aquilina, Davide 
Brattesani, James Carroll, Anne Marie Cordery, Patricia Coyer, Mabel Corry, 
Charles Dillon, Daniel Evans, Lionel Hallowes, Jay Kathan, Liam Little, Paddy 
McMahon, Pina Mingoia, Marie Nugent, Thomas O’Brien, Kevin Quinn, June 
Smith, Andrew Stuart, Reg Thomas. 
 

for Fr Reg Dunkling and the parishioners of Teddington; and the Sons of Divine 
Providence of Hampton Wick in the Upper Thames Deanery. 
 

for the Holy Father’s Prayer Intention that the breath of the Holy Spirit may 
engender a new missionary ‘spring’ in the Church. 
 
 

 



Emergency Exits: In the event of an emergency, please note that the three 
fire exits from the church are the main church entrance, the side door to the 
left of St Joseph’s Chapel, and the main entrance to the hall. 

 

Mass Intentions 13th – 20th October  
 

Sunday 13th       Vigil Mass Saturday, 6.00pm The people of the parish 
9.15am      Mabel Corry RIP 

  11.00am      David Robertson RIP 
  6.00pm      Gerard Kennedy RIP      
Mon 14th          9.15am      Diane Wallis (sick) 
Tues 15th           9.15am      A special intention (TJ) 
Wed 16th         9.15am        Agostinho and Francisca Maria Barretto RIP 
Fri 18th       9.15am      Helen Brunt RIP 
Sat 19th     9.15am       Lionel Hallowes RIP 
Sunday 20th         Vigil Mass Saturday, 6.00pm Ann Cordery RIP 

9.15am      The people of the parish 
  11.00am      Gary Fox RIP 
  6.00pm      Sol Hemy RIP 

Sunday Mass  

  (Vigil) Saturday, 6.00pm  

    9.15am Family (Folk Group, Children’s Liturgy of the Word) 
  11.00am Sung (First Sunday, Ordinary of the Mass sung in Latin)  
    6.00pm 
 

 Holy Days of Obligation Mass 
    9.15am and 7.00pm  

 Weekday Mass  
    9.15am Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, Saturday    

Eucharistic Adoration and Benediction 
                  Saturday 9.45 – 10.15am 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation    

                                  Saturday 10.15 – 10.45am (and at any time by appointment) 
  

Sacrament of Baptism 
Normally celebrated on a Saturday once a month. To arrange a Baptism contact 
Baptism Catechist Lee Gibson on 07713 760281 or lee.gibson.2na@btinternet.com 
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