
Thirty Second Sunday in Ordinary Time, 10th November 2019 
 

“Children of the resurrection.” 
 

A little girl bounced excitedly up the airport ramp to board a plane. “Where are you going?” 

her mother asked. Without missing a bounce, she said, “To Granny’s! To Granny’s! To 

Granny’s!” the girl’s answer helps to illustrate Today’s Jesus’ point about ht e afterlife. We 

should think of it not so much as being in a place as being with a person. Remember what 

Jesus said to Mary Magdalene “Tell them [The disciples and to us even today] that I 

am returning to… my God and their God” (Jn 20:17) 

For the most part, the people of the Old Testament had little awareness of an afterlife. For 

them, redemption came about through the restoration and preservation of the nation. They 

were God’s chosen people and ultimately God would restore them and protect them from 

their enemies. They would live on and flourish through their children and the generations 

that followed. However, in the later books of the Old Testament, like the wisdom books and 

Maccabees, there emerges a belief that God has something more in store for them. Thus we 

hear one of the brothers in Maccabees able to speak confidently of God’s promise of 

resurrection and new life. 

When Jesus came into the world, his people were disputing all these matters and the 

Sadducees, who did not believe in the resurrection, provided him with the perfect opportunity 

to spell out his promise that we will rise again. He was singularly unimpressed with their 

convoluted arguments about who would be married to whom in the afterlife and pointed out 

to them that once this life is over, as children of God, we become children of the resurrection. 

Then we will realise that we are the one family of God and all belong to God and one another. 

If the story of the Old Testament is often a violent story of religious conflict, the same must 

be said of the story of Christianity down through the last two thousand years. And the world 

today continues to be divided by bitter religious conflicts. We do not have far to look to see 

atrocities of biblical proportions. If we, as Christians, have learned anything from our history, 

it must surely be that we continue to struggle to live faithfully the way that Christ has put 

before us. He came to free us from that attitude of mind which justifies violence. Jesus 

conquered the violence of the world by refusing to give up on love. When Peter turned to 

violence, Jesus told him to put his sword away; and as he died on the cross, he prayed: 

“Father, forgive them; they do not know what they are doing.” In the face of all the religious 

conflicts and the terrorism that beset our world, there is only one answer: the compassion of 

Christ and his prayer that we may all be one. Remember that in his letter to the Romans St 

Paul spelt out that nothing can separate us from the love of God, made visible in Christ Jesus 

our Lord. 

These final weeks of the Church’s year offer us the opportunity to re-examine our 

understanding of Christ’s promises. We would do well to consider again the meaning of the 

resurrection. St Paul, this time in his first letter to the Corinthians, is absolutely insistent that 

nothing makes sense without it: “if Christ has not been raised then our preaching is useless 

and your believing it is useless”. But Paul also came to realise that the life of the resurrection 

is not simply something that we look forward to experiencing when we face the crisis of 

death. Because most of the time we fear what is going to happen to me? Let us remember 

that because of Christ’s death and his resurrection, we already live this everlasting life here 

on earth. In our baptism, this is the life we are given. Accordingly, let Paul’s exhortation to 

the Thessalonians in today’s second reading be the message you leave church with today: 

“May our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our Father who has given us his love... comfort 

you and strengthen you in everything good that you do or say.” To keep up our hope and 



leave everything behind with a smile to meet a person, as the little girl, recalling the worlds 

of Robert Green Ingersoll says “From the voiceless lips of the unreplying dead there 

comes no word. But in the night of Death, Hope sees a star, and listening Love can hear 

the rustle of a wing”. The pieces of music to cheer you up “To Be Human” – Sia or “My 

Love is your Love” – Whitney Huston. 
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The 11.00am Mass this Sunday will start at 11.15am after the Remembrance 
Sunday Service.  
 
Sick and Retired Priests` Fund Collection. This weekend`s retiring collection is 
for the Sick and Retired Priests` Fund. Please give generously and help ensure our 
sick and older priests are financially supported, having given us a lifetime of 
dedicated service. 
They have baptised us, welcomed us into the church, and offered comfort and prayer 
at times of sorrow. Now we have a chance to give back and ensure they have peace 
of mind during their senior years. The fund is used to cover their essential needs at 
a time when they may be facing failing health and declining mobility. Your gift could 
help ensure our sick and retired priests have the housing, care and support they 
need.  
You can also donate online at www.rcdow.org.uk/donations. Thank you in advance 
for your kindness. 
 
Ladies Circle. Ladies Circle is on from next Thursday evening at 8pm in the Parish 
Hall.  
 
Monthly Teas and Coffees. There will be no teas and coffees after the 9.15am 
Mass this Sunday (2nd Sunday) because of Remembrance Sunday. There will be 
teas and coffees instead next Sunday, 17th November (3rd Sunday). 
 
November List envelopes. You will find envelopes in the narthex for the names of 
your deceased family and friends for you to place in the box by the hymn book 
trolleys. During the month of November eight Masses will be offered for the repose 
of the souls of all those on the November List.   
 
Advent My Day by Day booklets are now available in the narthex, £1.00. Please 
place your donation in the Publications Box.  
 
Signing Primary School Forms. I will be signing Certificates of Catholic Practice 
on Wednesday 20th November at St Michael’s School, 2.30-3.30pm and in the 
Presbytery 6.15 - 6.45pm. It would be a great help to me if you would come only at 
these times and not seek individual appointments. 
 
Confirmation 2020. Canon Paschal Ryan, Episcopal Vicar for Ashford, will 
administer the Sacrament of Confirmation to our young people on Saturday 27th 
June 2020 at 2.30pm.  Application details will be available shortly. 

 
Fr Sidon Sagar FDP 



Offertory Collection. Last week’s collection was £1462, - Envelopes £454.25; Bankers 

Orders £600.00 (weekly average); Loose Plate £407.74 

 
The Bucket Collection in November is for Crossroads Care Surrey. 

providing vital respite breaks to unpaid carers. 
 
Repository Sale. Religious Christmas Cards and gifts will be on sale in the narthex after 
all Masses next weekend, 16th / 17th November.  

 
Antiques Fair in the parish hall on Saturday 16th November, 10.00am – 3.00pm. There 

will be a Repository stall at the fair. 
 
Free Christmas lunch for local pensioners. The Ash Tree public house is inviting 25 
local pensioners to a free Christmas lunch on Tuesday 10th December 2019 1.00pm 

for 1.30 start. The lunch will start with a free drink on arrival followed by lunch.  
Please fill in your name and food choice on the sheet in the narthex. 
If you need further information, please call Moya Hogan on 07791 641456. 
 
Soul Bistro - a chance for young adults (18-30s) to deepen and reflect on their faith and 

share a delicious homemade dinner together, held once a month on Tuesday evenings 
(except for December when it is on Monday evening), alternating between Our Lady of 
the Rosary, Staines and St Edmund’s, Whitton. Next date is at Whitton on Tuesday, 19th 
November, 7.30pm. Please register with Fr Philip on staines@rcdow.org.uk or Chiara 

on 020 8894 9923. More details on the poster in the narthex.  
 
Readings for 17th November, 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Malachi 3: 19-20; 2 Thessalonians 3: 7-12;  Luke 21: 5-19 
 

 
PLEASE PRAY 
for all the sick and housebound in our parish.  
 
for anniversaries in November since 2012. Bethany Payne, Frank Collins, Margaret 

Curran, Elizabeth Gicquel, Catherine Greenwood, Anne Khan, Laszio Kormendy, 
Melissa Morgan, Stephen Mulligan, Patrick O’Reilly, Dominic Regan, Andrew Stuart, 
Norman Taylor, Davide Tozzi, Irene Walley, Sheelagh Williams, Ron Worley. 
 
for Fr Ulick Loring and the parishioners of Twickenham in the Upper Thames  
Deanery; and for staff and students of St Mary’s College, Twickenham. 
 
for the Holy Father’s Prayer Intention that a spirit of dialogue, encounter and 
reconciliation emerge in the Near East, where diverse religious communities share 
their lives together. 
 

 
  

Emergency Exits: In the event of an emergency, please note that the three fire exits 

from the church are the main church entrance, the side door to the left of St Joseph’s 
Chapel, and the main entrance to the hall. 

 



Mass Intentions 10th - 17th November 
 

 

Sunday 10th         Vigil Mass Saturday, 6.00pm Munidasa Saparamadu RIP 
9.15am Deceased members of the D’Souza, Menezes and                          

Fernandes families 
  11.00am      John and Margaret Curran RIP 
  6.00pm      The people of the parish 
Mon 11th           9.15am      Michael Lee RIP 
Tues 12th            9.15am      Holy Souls on the November List 
Wed 13th           9.15am        Joseph D’Souza RIP 
Fri 15th         9.15am      Margaret Gillespie RIP 
Sat 16th       9.15am       Holy Souls on the November List 
Sunday 17th         Vigil Mass Saturday, 6.00pm Michael Bentley RIP 

9.15am      A special intention (LM) 
  11.00am      Deodita Fernandes RIP 
  6.00pm      The people of the parish 

 

 
Sunday Mass  

  (Vigil) Saturday, 6.00pm  

    9.15am Family (Folk Group, Children’s Liturgy of the Word) 
  11.00am Sung (First Sunday, Ordinary of the Mass sung in Latin)  
    6.00pm 
 

 Holy Days of Obligation Mass 
    9.15am and 7.00pm  

 Weekday Mass  
    9.15am Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, Saturday    

Eucharistic Adoration and Benediction 
                  Saturday 9.45 – 10.15am 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation    

                                  Saturday 10.15 – 10.45am (and at any time by appointment) 
  

Sacrament of Baptism 
Normally celebrated on a Saturday once a month. To arrange a Baptism contact 
Baptism Catechist Lee Gibson on 07713 760281 or lee.gibson.2na@btinternet.com 
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