
Third Sunday of Advent, 15th December 2019 
 

“Happy is the [one] who does not lose faith in me.” 

On this third Sunday of Advent each year, John the Baptist features in the 

Gospel; only in Year A, however, do we encounter John in prison, near 

the end of his life. He has heard of the things that Jesus has done and 

said. John knows his life is likely to end very soon on the command of 

Herod, so he wants to make sure he has not been mistaken in identifying 

Jesus as the awaited one. He sends his disciples to ask Jesus, “Are you 

the one who is to come, or have we got to wait for someone else?” 

 

John’s question is to confirm the prophet Isaiah’s foretelling about the 

Messiah’s arrival: “the Blind will be able to see, and the deaf will hear. The 

lame will leap and dance, and those who cannot speak will shout for joy” 

(Isaiah 35:5-6). 
 

Jesus’ answer is that to see the signs of God requires noticing what is all 

around. In the monastery that was slowly dying, the brothers had to start 

looking for signs of the Messiah’s presence. Jesus tells John’s disciples to 

tell their master what they had seen and heard, the signs of the messianic 

age: “the blind see... the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf 

hear, and the dead are raised to life and the Good News is proclaimed 

to the poor”. There is one more statement that Jesus makes about the 

signs he has produced to show the kingdom of God is at hand. He says, 

“happy is the [one] who does not lose faith in me”. Does this refer to 

John? Is John wavering now that his life is in danger? Perhaps it is more 

likely that Jesus is describing John as the one who is most likely to see the 

signs of the Messiah’s presence. 
 

Those who go back to John will need to do more than tell what they have 

seen and heard. They must describe with conviction the signs they have 

seen indicating that the kingdom of God is at hand. So why did people 

not see these signs? Isaiah spoke of people who “Hear and hear again, 

but do not understand; see and see again, but do not perceive.” John 

clearly doesn’t come into that category. He is the one of whom Jesus 

says, “happy is the [one] who does not lose faith in me”. 
 

The question arises, how well do we recognise the signs that the kingdom 

of God is among us today? The answer must be the same as it was in 

Jesus’ time: “the blind see... the deaf hear... the Good News is 

proclaimed to the poor”. Few of us have the power to do these things 

literally, but we do have the power to do so in a spiritual sense. So many 

people are voiceless in today’s world, but we can help their voices be 

heard; our own lives proclaim the Good News when we are concerned 

for others’ well-being. We may not heal people who have leprosy, but 



we can ensure that no one in our presence is made to feel inadequate 

or excluded. John the Baptist was a great prophetic figure, witnessing to 

the one whom God had sent. In baptism, we are incorporated into Jesus’ 

prophetic role. We act this out when our entire lives are proclamations of 

the Good News. But if Jesus asked me what “blindness” or “deafness” I 

would like to be healed from, what answer would I make to him? Would 

it be from “my sadness”, “my unbelieving”, “my hopelessness” or 

“myself”? What is your “blindness” or “deafness”? 
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Welcome to Mgr Jim Overton who is covering the Masses this weekend. 
 

Family Carol Service and Tableaux.  Our Family Carol Service is this 
Sunday 15th December at 3.00pm followed by mince pies, mulled wine and 
tea or coffee in the Parish Hall.  It is always a very lovely Service and so it 
would be good to see many of you there. 
 

Award of a Papal Benemerenti Medal.  I am very delighted to announce that 
Pope Francis has bestowed the Benemerenti Medal upon Lee Gibson in 
recognition of her most generous, loyal and dedicated service to the Catholic 
Church over many years. Lee has unstintingly served St Michael’s parish as a 
Reader, Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion, Adult Faith Formation 
catechist, Baptism catechist, Parish safeguarding representative, Growing in 
Faith coordinator, and a member of both the Finance Committee and the 
Parish Council. She has also been a prison volunteer, Prison Chaplain at HMP 
Bronzefield and a volunteer at the Passage helping the homeless. The 
Presentation of the Papal Award was made by Mgr Jim Overton at last 
Sunday’s evening Mass. 
 

Christmas Tree. I would like to thank Clodagh John for decorating the 
Christmas Tree.  
 

Confirmation  2020. Applications Forms are now available and should be 
made online ONLY.  Please go to https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/ashford/ to 
download and return the application form by 5th January 2020 to 
ashfordconf@rcdow.org.uk (do NOT send to ashford@rcdow.org.uk). On 
the parish website you will need to select Sacramental Preparation and then 
select Confirmation. The date of the Confirmation is Saturday 27th June at 
2:30pm and will be conferred by the Episcopal Vicar Canon Paschal Ryan. 
 

The God who Speaks. Lee Gibson, Parish Catechist, has prepared a handout 
reflecting on the readings for the 3rd Sunday of Advent. Please do take a copy 
from the narthex.  
 

Solemn Adoration and Benediction takes place after 9.15am Mass on 
Saturdays. 
 

Fr Sidon Sagar FDP 



Christmas Mass Times 
Tuesday 24th       Mass at 9.15am 
                            First Mass of Christmas 6.00pm 
      Midnight Mass 11.00 with Carols 10.30pm 
Wednesday 25th Christmas Masses 9.15am and 11.00am  
                            (no evening Mass) 
Thursday 26th     Mass at 10.00am 
 

 

Offertory Collection. Last week’s collection was £1,783.85 - Envelopes 

£680.69; Bankers Orders £600.00 (weekly average); Loose Plate £503.16 
 

St Michael’s News, our parish quarterly magazine. If you would like 
to contribute an article to the Christmas edition, please forward to 
juliangame@aol.com or leave at the presbytery by 15th December. 
 

Repository. Christmas cards, gifts, calendars, Year Books and diaries 
are on sale in the Repository.  
 

Sunday Friends. Throughout Advent Sunday Friends will be telling the 
children the traditional and delightful story of Christmas using their 
colourful Advent calendar which holds 24 beautifully illustrated pull out 
story books. The story of Mary, Joseph and baby Jesus will be told over 
the 4 weeks of Advent.  
 

Readings for 22nd December, Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 7: 10-14; Romans 1: 1-7; Matthew 1: 18-24 
 

Emergency Exits: In the event of an emergency, please note that the three 
fire exits from the church are the main church entrance, the side door to the 
left of St Joseph’s Chapel, and the main entrance to the hall. 

 
PLEASE PRAY 
 

for all the sick and housebound in our parish.  
 

for anniversaries in December since 2012. Marie Bouquet, Anthony Connell, 
Michael Cowan, Harold Crowley, Elizabeth Daley, Kathleen Day, Marion Field, 
Michael Horan, Otilia Jenkins, Maureen Malloy, Vincenzo Mingoia, Mary 
Monahan, Beryl Nicklette, Julie Pichler, Hazel Robinson, John Sheridan, Mary 
Stevens, Anthony Storer, Mary Stuart, Bernard Ward. 
 

for Fr Nigel Griffin and the parishioners of St Edmund’s Whitton in the Upper 
Thames Deanery. 
 

for the Holy Father’s Prayer Intention that every country determines to take the 
necessary measures to make the future of the very young, especially those who 
suffer, a priority. 



Mass Intentions 15th - 22nd December 
 

Sunday 15th        Vigil Mass Saturday, 6.00pm  Melvin Silva RIP 
9.15am   Michael Bentley RIP 

  11.00am   Agostinho Barretto RIP 
  6.00pm   The people of the parish 
Mon 16th           9.15am   Bernie Driscoll RIP 
Tues 17th             9.15am   A special intenion (JM) 
Wed 18th           9.15am     Felix Lobo RIP 
Fri 20th           9.15am   Mathan Thomas RIP 
Sat 21st        9.15am    A special intention (JM) 
Sunday 22nd        Vigil Mass Saturday, 6.00pm Ann Cordery RIP 

9.15am   Deceased members of the Cooper, Wills and Jacob families 
  11.00am   Joanna Andrzejak RIP 
  6.00pm   The people of the parish 

 

 
Sunday Mass  

  (Vigil) Saturday, 6.00pm  
    9.15am Family (Folk Group, Children’s Liturgy of the Word) 
  11.00am Sung (First Sunday, Ordinary of the Mass sung in Latin)  
    6.00pm 
 

 Holy Days of Obligation Mass 
    9.15am and 7.00pm  

 Weekday Mass  
    9.15am Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, Saturday    

Eucharistic Adoration and Benediction 
                  Saturday 9.45 – 10.15am 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation    

                                  Saturday 10.15 – 10.45am (and at any time by appointment) 
  

Sacrament of Baptism 
Normally celebrated on a Saturday once a month. To arrange a Baptism contact 
Baptism Catechist Lee Gibson on 07713 760281 or lee.gibson.2na@btinternet.com 

 

 
St Michael’s Catholic Church  

112 Clarendon Road, Ashford, Middlesex TW15 2QD 
Telephone: 01784 252230 

Email: ashford@rcdow.org.uk 
Website: http://parish.rcdow.org.uk/ashford 

This parish is part of the Westminster Catholic Diocese Trustee Charity no. 233699  

        Parish Priest: Fr Sidon Sagar FDP; Assistant Priest: Fr Carlo Mazzotta FDP  
 Parish Secretary:  Mrs Shenda Holmes   

Parish Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday  10.00am - 1.00pm  

 


