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have it to the full.”

The Church observes the World Day of Prayer for
Vocations on the Fourth Sunday of Easter each year,
< also known as Good Shepherd Sunday. In his message

e Mol | for this day in 2022, Pope Francis said that when we
T =1 il speak about vocations, we are speaking about making
God'’s dream come frue. The Pope reminded religious

; —— and clergy that they are called to be protagonists of
T kA T 80 UHERE 00 the Church’s mission; to be guardians of one another
and of creation; fo welcome God'’s gaze; fo respond to
God's gaze; and to build a loving world. *As Christians, we do not only receive a vocation
individually; we are also called together,” the Pope said. “We are like the tiles of a mosaic.
Each is lovely in itself, but only when they are put together do they form a picture; each of
us shines like a star in the heart of God and in the firmament of the universe.” At the same
fime, he reflected, “We are called to form constellations that can guide and light up the
path of humanity, beginning with the places in which we live.”

Pope Francis said that when we speak of *vocation”, it is not just about choosing this
or that way of life, or devoting one’s life to a certain ministry, or being atftracted by the
charism of a religious family, movement, or ecclesial community. The Pope said, “Each
vocation in the Church, and in a broader sense in society, confributes o a common
objective, namely, that of celebrating among men and women that harmony of gifts that
can only be brought about by the Holy Spirit.” Addressing priests, religious, consecrated
women, and men, and the lay faithful, Pope Francis appealed to the entire Church to work
together, inspired by God’s love.

The four Gospel writers use the metaphor of Jesus as shepherd. John explains that
the life and work of Jesus demonsirate God’s love for everyone. Just as the sheep recognise
the shepherd’s voice, so we know the voice of Jesus when he calls us. This kind of love
resembles the love the Father has for Jesus. It is a love that binds us at once to the Father,
to Jesus and to each other. The gate guards against all that threatens the well-being of the
sheep. Jesus emphasises that sheep recognise the voice of the one who cares for them.
They follow their shepherd and will not follow a stranger whose voice they do not know.

“Life” or "eternal life” in John's Gospel is not just about life after death. It is life that
begins here and now; it is knowing the one frue God and Jesus Christ whom God has sent.
It is knowing the voice of the good shepherd who truly cares for us. It is life in community,
finding security and nourishment as part of the flock. It is life that abounds in meaning and
value and endures even beyond death. For John, Jesus reveals the presence of God. The
thief comes to kill and destroy, but Jesus comes to offer life in abundance.

We may reflect on those places in our Church where we still need “good
shepherding” or where the “shepherding” has left us in need. Some issues cry out for our
Church’s response, like ending violence and militarism, protecting the natural world, and
helping women and young people play fulfilling roles in the Church and in society. Today’s
image of the good shepherd also challenges us to apply the image to the wider world. Does
not the image of the good shepherd challenge our international institutions to show a
special care for those in need — those who are poor and powerless, migrants and refugees,
vulnerable children, and minorities? Does it not challenge our nation and its institutions to a
more sincere respect for human rights? A world that makes real the loving care of the good
shepherd must work to put an end to all kinds of abuse that God’s people currently endure.




The Pope concluded his message for the World Day of Prayer for Vocations in 2022
with an appeal to the entire Church to work together, inspired by God'’s love. “Let us pray,
brothers and sisters, that the People of God, amid the dramatic events of history, may
increasingly respond to this call,” the Pope said. “Let us implore the light of the Holy Spirit,
so that all of us may find our proper place and give the very best of ourselves in this great
divine plan! © Redemptorist Publications, The Living Word A2, 2023, adapted

Priests Training Fund. This Sunday is Good Shepherd Sunday and we will have a donations
collection to support the Priest Training Fund. You will find the donations box in the wall at
the back of the church, by the book trolleys.

This fund pays for the priestly formation of men for the Catholic priesthood. There are
currently 48 men studying at Allen Hall Seminary, 14 of whom are from our own Diocese, as
well as two men studying in Rome and two in Valladolid. Last year five men were ordained
to the priesthood to serve as our future priests. The fund also supports the ongoing
enrichment and formation of our ordained priests. Your gift ensures we can provide fraining
for these men responding to Christ’s call to dedicate their lives to serving God's people.
Please be as generous as you can. Please also pray for vocations and for all our priests. You
can use the QR code to make your donation online or visit www.rcdow.org.uk/donations.
Please note that it is not possible to make your donation using the Dona contactless
paypoint. Thank you for your generosity.

The Coronation of King Charles lll. As faithful citizens of our countries, we now pray for
our King as he assumes the fullness of the office of monarch. From Wednesday 34 May
unftil Friday 5" May, the Bishop of England and Wales ask each Catholic in our lands to
pray for His Majesty and the Queen. We can do this in our daily prayer asking Aimighty
God to guide the King in his appointed tasks. We can also pray for him when we gather
for prayer at Mass. This triduum of prayer will culminate on Friday evening when we
have asked each Catholic community to offer a special Mass for the King before the
Coronation on Saturday.

Kevin Carroll RIP. The Funeral of Kevin Carroll will take place on Wednesday 3 May at
11.00am.

Margaret ‘Peggy’ Collins RIP. The Funeral of Peggy Collins will fake place on
Wednesday 10t May at 11.00am.

Sarah Ann Milton RIP. The Funeral of Sarah Milton will take place on Monday 15" May
at 12.00pm.

Ladies Circle. We meet on Thursday 4t May at 8.00pm in the parish hall — to celebrate
the King's Coronation with a cream tea.

Tuesday Coffees. Please note that there will be no Coffees after the 2.15am Mass for
the next two Tuesdays, 2nd and 9t May.

Mass Intentions. If you wish to book a Mass, please drop your infentfion envelope in the
box at the back of the church or through the presbytery letterbox.

Bucket Collection. The Bucket Collection is for Daybreak - Day Respite Care in
Spelthorne. You will find the donations box in the wall at the back of the church.

Cleaner. A parishioner couple, living on the Ashford/Laleham border, are looking for
someone to clean theirhome on a weekly basis. If you are able to help, please contact
Henry Fernando on 01784 211014 or 07747 154675.


http://www.rcdow.org.uk/donations

Rosary and Sing a Long via Zoom. Please join in for the following meets:
Sing A Long on the second Wednesday of the month at 8.00 pm; Rosary every Friday
at 8.00 pm. For more information please email Annie at lew.ann@outlook.com

Caritas Westminster has provided the parish with vouchers as part of their response to
food poverty within the Catholic Diocese of Westminster. If you live in our parish and
are struggling financially, please contact Lee Gibson on 07713 760281 and she wiill be
able fo issue you with Tesco vouchers. All requests are freated in the strictest
confidence.

Retrouvaille: A Programme for Couples Struggling in their Marriages. Help Your Marriage -
Do you feel alone? Are you frustrated or angry with each othere Do you argue ... or have
you just stopped talking to each othere Does talking about it only make it worse?
Retrouvaille is a programme to support couples who have difficulties in their marriage. It
brings a positive focus, new hope and helps nourish and grow your marriage. Tens of
thousands of couples headed for divorce have successfully saved their marriages by
attending and using the tools provided. The programme helps spouses uncover or re-
awaken the love, frust and commitment that originally brought them together. It helps them
through difficult fimes whether they are disillusioned or in deep misery. There is no group
therapy or group work. For confidential information about ‘Retrouvaille’ or to register for the
next programme commencing with a Virtual weekend on 6 - 9 July 2023 or a Face to Face
weekend in Welwyn Garden City on 13-15 October 2023, call or text 07887 296983 or 07973
380443 or email retrouvailleukinfo@gmail.com - or visit www.retrouvaille.org.uk

This Sunday’s readings, 30" April - Fourth Sunday of Easter
Acts 2: 14, 36-41; 1 Peter 2: 20-25; John 10: 1-10

Next Sunday’s readings, 7th May - Fifth Sunday of Easter
Acts 6: 1-7; 1 Peter 2: 4-9; John 14: 1-12

Offertory Collection.

Thank you for your offertories last week:

Loose Plate £569.23; Envelopes £530.04; Standing Orders £200.00
Contactless £63.00 (The Dona contactless PayPoint is in the narthex)

MANNA Foodbank. Thank you for your support. This week's shortages: Tinned Fish - Salmon,
Sardines, Mackerel etc (we have good stocks of Tuna); Tinned Vegetables - especially
carrots, green beans, mixed veg, peas; Long-Life Cartons of Juice - full size ; Crackers;
Long-Life Cartons of Semi-Skimmed Milk (green) - we are very low; Sweetener; Cereal
Bars/Breakfast Bars; Crisps; Tomato Ketchup; Small Jars of Coffee; Toothpaste; Kitchen Roll;
Laundry Pods/Tablets/Powder/Liquid.

Please leave your donations on the Presbytery doorstep orin the Narthex.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
During Adoration after Saturday morning Mass (and by appointment)
For Confession in Polish please contact the parish office.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
To arrange a baptism please refer to the parish website

For the parish Mass timetable, please refer to the parish website:
http://parish.rcdow.org.uk/ashford
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PLEASE PRAY
for all the sick and housebound in our parish.

for anniversaries in April since 2016: Margerida Borges, Brian Cook, Alcina DaSilva, Anne
Gates, Christine Hunter, lan Kunzi, Peter McDonnell, Mary McGann, Joan McMullen, Mary
McTernan, Domingo Monteiro, Joe Redmond, Mary Savage, Carmela Tirone, Patricia
Trussler.

for Fr Shaun Church and the parishioners of St Francis de Sales, Hampton Hill in the Upper
Thames Deanery.

for the Holy Father’'s Prayer Intention that there may be a spread of peace and non-
violence, by decreasing the use of weapons by states and citizens.

Mass Intentions 30th April — 7th May

Sun 30t

(Saturday Vigil Mass)  06.00pm Gerard Denis Fidele RIP
09.15am Adelaide and Xavier Deniz RIP
11.30 am Christopher Hogan RIP
06.00pm The people of the parish

Mon 1st Feast of St Joseph the Worker
09.15am Jennifer Gooneratne RIP

Tues 2nd St Athanasius, Bishop and Doctor
09.15am A private intention

Wed 3 Ss Philip and James, Apostles
11.00am Funeral of Kevin Carroll RIP
06.00pm John Moran RIP

Fri 5th 09.15am Carmel Hegarty RIP

Sat 4t 09.15am Paulina and Ermelinda Dias RIP

Sun 7t

(Saturday Vigil Mass)  06.00pm The people of the parish
09.15am Terence Albert Richardson RIP
11.30 am Ann and Thomas Dean RIP
06.00pm Angele Menezes RIP
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