Pentecost Sunday, 8 June 2025

“There came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind.”

Increasingly our urban and rural landscapes — and our seascapes - are being shaped
by our need to harness the forces of nature, reducing our carbon footprint and enabling us
to be gentlerin the way we impact our climate. Thousands of acres of land host solar panels,
turning sunlight into electricity. Hydroelectric installations convert gravity-driven water into
power. The invisible force of wind rotates the seemingly relentless march of wind turbines
across the countryside, bringing the end of the industrial-scale burning of fossil fuels ever
closer. Even at sea, wind farms are doing their work. The first industrial revolution was
powered by coal and coal gas until natural gas entered the scene. Now, ever-renewable
nature herself is powering the factories and mills, our transport and our cyber-infrastructure.

Elemental forces, which include fire, wind and water, are all round us, certainly as forces
to reckon with, and forces that often benefit us. The first Christians, looking for analogies for
the power of the Holy Spirit, were not slow to refer to nature. We work from what we
experience and know towards what we are seeking to understand.

Jesus’ promise of the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, is a promise that he will be with us forever,
and that this presence is dynamic, powerful, effective. Today, Jesus says that the Spirit “will
teach you dall things and bring to your remembrance all that | have said to you”. More than
this, the giving of the Holy Spirit is an invitation to intimacy with God: “We will come to him
and make our home with him”. The reading from Acts recounts the dramatic entrance of
the Spirit, who came upon the disciples noisily, sounding like “a mighty rushing wind” from
heaven - referencing the power of strong wind. The second image of the descent of the
Spirit is equally dynamic - tongues of fire, dividing and descending on each disciple
present: one single fire, divided and then gifted individually to each. Elsewhere in St John's
Gospel, Jesus is represented as giving “living water”: God’s presence, God’s life-giving
presence, is represented by wind, fire and water. The writer of Acts does not stop at
describing the descent of the Spirit but moves immediately into the power of the Spirit, an
account of how the Spirit makes a radical difference. The disciples become powerful
speakers, teachers who are understood by all who listen to them. The Spirit is powerful,
gently powerful, and this dynamism will power the nascent Church and powers the Church
to this day.

Just as we celebrate and benefit from the tremendous dynamism of nature, we can
never afford to underestimate her powers — from floods to hurricanes and forest fires. Nature
is never to be treated lightly, mistreated, to be taken for granted. The dynamism of the Holy
Spirit is equally to be respected and in addition, to be revered, honoured and obeyed. The
Holy Spirit confers gifts of wisdom, knowledge, counsel, fortitude, understanding, piety and
respect of the Lord. Insofar as we are open to the Spirit, are filled with the Spirit and allow
ourselves to be directed by the Spirit, we possess and live these gifts. The same Spirit who
confers these gifts is the Spirit of unity, drawing people together to live together in peace,
but there is a catch: the Spirit is also a disruptor, encourager, challenger, a Spirit of truth, a
Spirit of reverence for God. Where there is complacency or dogmatism in faith, the Spirit
will disrupt, prompting action, openness and dialogue; where there is fear, frepidation or
doubt, the Spirit will encourage, strengthen, enlighten; where there is injustice, lack of



respect for others, the Spirit will demand a change of heart and respect; where there is
falsehood, ignorance and error, the Spirit will lead us towards knowledge and truth and
fuller understanding.

St. Paul is clear: the Spirit is not simply the power of God that changes our behaviour, but
the dynamism of God that changes who we are. We have new life in us through the Spirit
living in us. We now see the world differently; we relate to each other differently; we see
more clearly, as though through God’s eyes; we serve each other more faithfully.
Recognising that we are truly children of God, calling God “Abba, Father”, is our invitation
to be ever more conscious of our human dignity, our responsibility to each other, and the
calling we have to live with God in glory.

© Redemptorist Publications, The Living Word C3, 2025, adapted

Catholic Communication Network Collection, Thank you for your generous gift supporting
our mission to share the Good News with the world. In times when hope is needed most,
your confribution helps us bring light and faith to communities everywhere. We are deeply
grateful for your partnership.

The Day for Life Collection will be held next weekend, June 14th/15th. Day for Life is the day
in the Church’s year dedicated to raising awareness about the meaning and value of
human life at every stage and in every condition. The Church teaches that life is to be
nurtured from conception to natural death. The collection proceeds will assist the work of
the Anscombe Bioethics Centre and other life-related activities supported by the Church.
The donations box is in the wall at the back of the church, by the book trolleys.

Morning Teas and Coffees. Teas and Coffees will be in the Presbytery Meeting room after
9.15 am Mass on Tuesdays and Fridays. All are welcome.

Diana Lobo, RIP. The Funeral of Diana Lobo will take place on Monday, 16t June 2025, at
10.45 am.

A group of young people are going on a Pilgrimage to Rome from our parish and are doing
some fundraising by selling cakes on 215t and 2274 June 2025 at the masses. Please support
them in reaching the City of Rome, where Peter — the Sweet vicar of Christ on earth, Lives.

Altar Server’s Cake Sale. Our Altar Servers will hold a cake sale in the parish hall after 9.15
am Mass on June 29t to raise funds to support future events and outings. Please do go to
the hall after Mass to support this event.

Novena to St Anthony of Padua: In preparation for the Feast of St Anthony of Padua on
Friday, June 13, 2025, the Parish will have a nine-day novena starting on Wednesday, June
4th, 2025, and ending on Thursday, June 12th, 2025. On Thursday, we will also have the
Novena and Holy Mass. All are welcome fo join these days of prayer and receive the
blessing from the Heart of our Lord through St Anthony's intercession.

Saint David’'s annual charity dance will be held on Sunday, 13t July, from 1.00 pm to 7.00
pm. It will feature live music, snacks, and a sumptuous dinner. Please support our parish
event. For tickets, contact. Margaret 07877744426. Trish 07742436682. Vishal 07414730905.
Alfred 07400183216

Mass Intentions. If you wish to book a Mass, please drop your intention envelope in the
offertory collection box at the back of the church or through the presbytery letterbox. If you
can make your Mass offering under Gift Aid, please use the new blue donation envelopes.


http://www.dayforlife.org/anscombe-bioethics-centre/

Bucket Collection. The Bucket Collection for LEPRA - working to reduce the physical,
emotional and social harms caused by Leprosy and Lymphatic Filariasis (LF). The donation
box is on the wall at the back of the church.

This Sunday’s readings, Pentecost Sunday, 8" June 2025
Acts 2:1-11; 1 Corinthians 12: 3b-7, 12-13; John 20: 19-23

Next Sunday’s readings, Trinity Sunday, 15t June 2025
Proverbs 8: 22-31; Romans 5: 1-5; John 16: 12-15

Offertory Collection. Thank you for your offertories last week:
Loose Plate £544.43; Envelopes £214.60; Standing Orders £9700.00
Contactless £193.00

Catholic Communications Network: 22.40

MANNA Foodbank. This week’s shortages:

Crackers, Tinned Spaghetti in Tomato Sauce, Peanut Butter, Crisps, Tinned Pineapple,
Tinned Mandarins, Tinned Apricots, Long Life Carfons of Juicje (full size), Instant Noodles for
1, Shaving Foam/Gel, Washing up Liquid, Liquid Handwash, Toothpaste and Toothbrushes
for Age 0-2 years (we have good stocks of other ages), Toilet Rolls, Hair Conditioner, Baby
Wipes.

Please leave your donations in the box in the narthex.

Safeguarding If you've any concerns or require advice regarding the safety or well-being
of a child or vulnerable adult, please contact our parish safeguarding rep, Tiziana Demurtas
on 07778 533932 or ashfordsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk

You can also contact the Diocesan Safeguarding Team on 020 7798 9356 or
safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
During Adoration after Saturday morning Mass (and by appointment)

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
To arrange a baptism, please refer to the parish website:
(see: Parish Life — Sacramental Preparation — Baptism)

For the parish Mass timetable, please refer to the parish website:
http://parish.rcdow.org.uk/ashford

PLEASE PRAY

For all the sick and housebound in our parish.

For anniversaries in June since 2018: Joseph John Abbey, Terence Atkinson, Jacqueline
Anne Boyce, Alice Convery, Mary Delaney, Desmond Foley, Fr Harry Hamill, Cardinal Hume,
Anthony Tabita, Leander Taylor.

For Fr Shaun Richards and the parishioners of St John Fisher, Shepperton in the Upper
Thames Deanery.

for the Holy Father’s Prayer Intention that each one of us might find consolation in a personal
relationship with Jesus and, from his Heart, learn o have compassion on the world.
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Mary, Mother of the Church
09.15am
09.15am

Saint Barnabas, Apostle
06.00pm
09.15am

Eric Cullen RIP

Johnny Mead RIP
Patrick O'Dwyer RIP

The people of the parish

Alwyn and Grace Cooper RIP

Saint Anthony of Padua, Priest and Doctor of the Church

09.15am
09.15am

(Saturday Vigil Mass) 06.00pm

09.15am
11.30am
06.00pm

John Mascarenhas RIP
Intentions of Gavin, Darryl and family

John Abbey RIP

In honour of St Anthony
The Williamson Family ints
The people of the parish
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