Fifth Sunday of Easter, 314 May 2026

“Let not your hearts be troubled.”

Some of you may have seen the film (2023) of Rachel Joyce’s book, The Unlikely
Pilgrimage of Harold Fry, starring Jim Broadbent and Penelope Wilton. But a lesser-known
book by the same author could offer us some insights into living as a community. In The
Music Shop, Joyce explores how local characters become real neighbours. They live in a
run-down area with lots of quirky and interesting characters. It's the story of Frank, a music
shop owner, who will only sell vinyl records. But it's the way he listens that makes him
special. “Frank could not play music, he could not read a score, he had no practical
knowledge whatsoever, but when he sat in front of a customer and truly listened, he heard
a kind of song.” Each customer is different, each has their own story, and they are amazed
that he always works out what kind of music is for them.

Shortly before his death on the cross, Jesus speaks to his disciples. They are worried and
afraid. He has already told them that he will be befrayed and denied. He has let them know
that he will be with them only a little longer (John 13). They haven't really understood, but
he knows they are wondering what is happening. He wants to reassure them. “Let not your
hearts be froubled,” he says. But they are struggling to understand. Philip is sfill looking for a
clearer sign, a visible sign. Thomas is not sure how to follow when he does not know where
Jesus is going. These are very human worries, similar to concerns we might have ourselves.
Jesus tells them to have faith in him. He invites them to trust in him. He will give them the
strength and courage to face all their difficulties. He tells them, “In my Father’s house are
many rooms,” and says there will be a place for them. In the end, they will be where he is.
“How can we know the way?2"” Thomas asks. Jesus explains that he is the Way. His way is the
way of love. Shortly after this, he tells them again that to love him is to keep his
commandments (John 14:15). Love of God and love of neighbour are the heart of his
teaching.

We might find it hard to trust and to hope. Perhaps our life experiences have left us
feeling that everything is risky and that we can’t count on others. Perhaps we are wary of
taking action in case we get it wrong. But Jesus tells us to have faith, to take the risk of
trusting in him. He will take care of us. He will give us the courage and strength to go on. His
words are gentle and full of love. He can see that his disciples are struggling. He finds ways
to let them know they are loved.

When we look around us today, we can see a lot of hatred and division. We can see
anger. We hear, just as in the first reading, that some people are getting to the front of the
queue more quickly than we are. Social media in particular delights in sfiring up
controversy, often by spreading rumours and unfruths. It's easy to get carried along in a
wave of disinformation. Do we even know who our neighbours really aree Are we
contributing fo our local community, building people up, or are we busy knocking them
down?

Jesus is the Way. Not in a narrow sense, which excludes, but in a generous, abundant
sense, which holds us all together. His way is life - life in all its fullness. To embrace his way
is to love each other as neighbours, as brothers and sisters. This is his commandment, to

love one another as he loves us.
© Redemptorist Publications, The Living Word A1, 2025-26, adapted

ACTIVE LIFE OF THE PARISH

Every 1st Sunday, we have tea and coffee after the 9.15am Mass in the parish hall.
Remember, the joy of tea and coffee lies not just in the beverages themselves, but in the



shared moments and conversations. Cheers to building beautiful connections over a
cuppa! ®

Morning Teas and Coffees. Teas and Coffees will be available in the Presbytery Meeting
Room after the 9:15 a.m. Mass on Tuesdays and Fridays. All are welcome.

Every 2nd Saturday after 9.15 am Mass: Garden Cleaning. ¥ Every 4t Saturday after
9.15 am Mass: Church Cleaning

Dear Parents/Elders: Please note STRICTLY NO FOOD in the Church, and please give the
Children SOFT TOYS ONLY

Church opening times. The church is now open daily from 8:30 a.m. to 6.00 p.m. (but not on
Thursdays).

Saturday 9 May - there is no 9.15 am Morning Mass as we have First Holy Communion
Masses later in the day.

First Holy Communion this weekend - Let us include our children in your cherished prayers
as they prepare to receive their First Holy Communion. | deeply appreciate all the
catechists from Ashford and Stanwell for dedicating their valuable time to guiding the
children towards this sacred moment of encountering Christ in the Eucharist.

Monthly teas and coffees this Sunday, 3rd May. Teq, coffee and cake will be served outside
the church entrance after the 9.15 am Mass this Sunday. The card payment machine will
be available for your donations. Cash will be accepted too!

Annvual Mass of Thanksgiving for the Sacrament of Matrimony at Westminster Cathedral on
Saturday, 239 May 2026 at 2:30 pm. The Archbishop is inviting all couples in the Diocese,
who are celebrating their 5th, 10th, 25th, 30th, 40th, 50th and 60th (and every year over 60)
wedding anniversaries of Catholic marriage in 2026. If you are celebrating an anniversary,
please give the following details to Shenda in the parish office: husband and wife’s names,
wedding date, full postal address and contact email (or telephone number, if no email).

WEDDINGS AT ST. MICHAEL'S 2026. If anyone has booked a wedding at St Michael’s from
May to August 2026, please talk to the priest or Shenda in the parish office as soon as
possible. We have had some technical errors, and the church calendar has been deleted.
Hoping that all paperwork is being processed on time.

Fire Marshalls/Wardens. We are looking for volunteers to serve as Fire Marshalls at weekend
Masses and special events at St Michael's, working alongside the Parish Council members.
Full training will be given. If you are interested, please contact Shenda in the parish office
on 01784 252230 or ashford@rcdow.org.uk

Adult Altar Servers. We are looking for Adult volunteers to serve on the Altar at weekend
Masses. If you are interested, please talk to Daphne, the Altar Servers leader, at Sunday
Mass, email ashfordaltarservers@rcdow.org.uk, or contfact Shenda in the parish office.

Date for the diary. Parish event - International Food Night on Saturday, 13th June. More
details fo follow.

Mass Intentions. If you wish to book a Mass, please drop your intention envelope in the
offertory collection box at the back of the church or through the presbytery letterbox. If you
are able to make your Mass offering under Gift Aid, please use the new blue donation
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envelopes.

Bucket Collection. The Bucket Collection is for the Sons of Divine Providence.

Caritas Vouchers and Assistance Scheme. This parish is part of the Caritas Westminster
scheme. If you, or anyone you know, needs support, please get in touch with Lee Gibson,
Caritas Representative, on 07713 760281 or lee.gibson.2na@btinternet.com. All requests will
be dealt with in confidence.

This Sunday'’s readings, Fifth Sunday of Easter, 3'd May 2026 (Mass book page 265)
Acts 6: 1-7; 1 Peter 2: 4-9; John 14: 1-12

Next Sunday’s readings, Sixth Sunday of Easter, 10t May 2026
Acts 8: 5-8, 14-17; 1 Peter 3: 15-18; John 14: 15-21

Offertory Collection. Thank you for your offerings last week:
Loose Plate £587.47; Envelopes £229.50; Standing Orders £900.00
Contactless £249.00

Priest Training Fund: £94.94

MANNA Foodbank. This week’s shortages: Tea Bags in 160’s - we have good stocks of other
sizes; Jam; Small tins of Potatoes in 300g/400g; Jars of Pasta Sauce; Tinned Rice Pudding;
Tinned Custard; Chocolate Spread; Small Bags of Granulated Sugar 500g; Crackers; Cup a
Soup; Small Jars of Instant Coffee; Tinned Fruit - especially mandarins, pears. pineapple and
apricots; Mug Shot Sachets (or similar); Bars of Soap; Shaving Foam/Gel ; Deodorant for
both men and women; Hair Conditioner;Toothpaste; Kitchen Roll; Laundry
Pods/Liquid/Powder/Tablets. Please leave your donations in the box in the narthex.

Safeguarding If you have any concerns or require advice regarding the safety or well-being
of a child or vulnerable adult, please conftact our parish safeguarding rep, Tiziana
Demurtas, on 07778 533932 or ashfordsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk

You can also contact the Diocesan Safeguarding Team on 020 7798 9356 or
safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
During Adoration after Saturday morning Mass (and by appointment)

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
To arrange a baptism, please refer to the parish website:
(see: Parish Life — Sacramental Preparation — Baptism)

For the parish Mass timetable, please refer to the parish website:
http://parish.rcdow.org.uk/ashford

PLEASE PRAY
for all the sick and housebound in our parish.

for anniversaries in May since 2019: Audrey Adu, Debra Brown, Stanley Clarke, Rose
Dennehy, Bernie Driscoll, Jennifer Gooneratne, Lilly Keogh, Philomena Lewis, Diana Lobo,
Catherine Mead, Michael Sullivan, Maria Joana Velez Branquinho de Sa.

For Canon Peter Newby and the parishioners of St Margarets in the Upper Thames Deanery.
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for the Holy Father's Prayer Intention that everyone, from large producers to small
consumers, be committed to avoiding wasting food, and to ensuring that everyone has
access to quality food.

Mass Intentions 3 - 10 May 2026

Sun 3d
(Saturday Vigil)  06.00 pm The people of the parish
09.15am Rafael and Carlos Maningas RIP
11.30 am Georgina Marsh RIP
06.00 pm Betty Young RIP
Mon 4t The English Martyrs
09.15 am Mrs R D'Costa RIP
Tues 5th 09.15 am Intentions of the Morris Family
Wed éth 06.00 pm Hayley Rumball and Carmela Cresci RIP
Fri 8th 09.15am Terry Richardson RIP
Sat g9t 09.15 am NO MASS
Sun 10t
(Saturday Vigil)  06.00 pm The people of the parish
09.15 am Valen Carvalho - birthday intentions
11.30 am Ann and Thomas Dean RIP
06.00 pm Joseph Fernandes RIP
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