Sixth Sunday of Easter, 10th May 2026

“I will not leave you as orphans; | will come to you.”

Love, love changes everything: hands and faces, earth and sky.
Love, love changes everything: how you live and how you die...
Nothing in the world will ever be the same.

Andrew Lloyd Webber's song Love Changes Everything was released in 1989 and
immediately soared in the charts, not because of Michael Ball's beautiful singing voice, but
because people automatically recognised the truth of its message. Somehow, the song
expressed the reality of love for those who had experienced it and for those who longed for
the love which they might never have known.

We can only guess how the disciples felt when Jesus told them that he was leaving them.
Within hours, he would also feel deserted and, on the cross, would cry out in agony, “My
God! My God, why have you forsaken me?2” St Teresa of Calcutta once remarked, “Being
unwantfed, unloved, uncared for, forgotten by everybody, | think that is a much greater
hunger, a much greater poverty than the person who has nothing to eat.” That is why, while
telling his disciples that he is leaving them, Jesus declares an undying love that will not
abandon them to empty hearts and lonely lives. In his departure, they will come to know a
love greater than they could ever have imagined. Their lives will change, and nothing will
ever be the same — precisely because love changes everything. Someone once remarked
that God gave Moses the Ten Commandments, but Jesus, realising that they were difficult
to follow, reduced them to one - the most challenging of all: to love God and love your
neighbour as yourself. In today’s Gospel, Jesus declares his love for his disciples - but he
isn't trying to generate a “feel good factor”, a warm, fuzzy feeling that will make his followers
feel that everything is alright with the world. When Jesus speaks of love, he’s talking about
showing it in action: in offering mercy to those who are hurting, justice for those who are
oppressed, and compassion to those who are lonely.

If his disciples regularly misunderstand Jesus’ feaching and are not the ideal role models
for the days that lie ahead, Jesus knows that they need support. He has just offered a
challenge so great that, by themselves, his disciples will be helpless. That is why he will not
leave them alone: they will have the Holy Spirit to comfort, lead and guide them in peace,
patience, kindness, faithfulness and wisdom. Through the Holy Spirit, they will literally live in
the very heart of God. Inspired by the Holy Spirit, they will come to understand Jesus’
message of love as God intends it. They will be unable to see Jesus, but they will find that
his words will make sense and that he lives in their hearts and minds in ways they had never
expected. They will come to realise why Jesus and his Father were inseparable.

If Andrew Lloyd Webber's song declares that “love changes everything”, Burt Bacharach
wrote of “those chains that bind you” and promises “enough germs to catch pneumonia”,
- but that’s also true, isn’t it? What primary-school parents and teachers don't pick up the
same bugs as the little ones in their care? Does a five-year-old need social distancing or
love and encouragement? Jesus’ love is not about relationships in which people are kept
at a distance; it's about rolling up our sleeves and being prepared to get our hands dirty.
The truth is that we are bound to each other. True love is strong and isn't measured and
distributed in small packets. Again, using the words of Andrew Lloyd Webber, where there’s
love, “pain is deeper than before” - but somehow, we know that it's worth it. If a small child
falls over in a playground, nobody in their right senses abandons them to their sobs and
bleeding knees. COVID and lockdown showed us how people looked out for each other -
and if goodness is often visible in our ordinary, everyday lives, how much greater it is when

our love also radiates the Holy Spirit of love.
© Redemptorist Publications, The Living Word A2, 2025-26, adapted



ACTIVE LIFE OF THE PARISH

On the 1st Sunday of each month, we have tea and coffee after the 9.15am Mass in the
parish hall. Remember, the joy of tea and coffee lies not just in the beverages themselves,
but in the shared moments and conversations. Cheers to building beautiful connections
over a cuppa! ®

Morning Teas and Coffees. Teas and Coffees will be available in the Presbytery Meeting
Room after the 9:15 a.m. Mass on Tuesdays and Fridays. All are welcome.

Every 2nd Saturday after 9.15 am Mass: Garden Cleaning. ¥ Every 4t Saturday after
9.15 am Mass: Church Cleaning

Dear Parents/Elders: Please note STRICTLY NO FOOD in the Church, and please give the
Children SOFT TOYS ONLY

Church opening times. The church is now open daily from 8:30 a.m. to 6.00 p.m. (but not on
Thursdays).

First Holy Communion this weekend - Let us include our children in your cherished prayers
as they prepare to receive their First Holy Communion. | deeply appreciate all the
catechists from Ashford and Stanwell for dedicating their valuable fime to guiding the
children towards this sacred moment of encountering Christ in the Eucharist.

The Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord, Thursday 14t May. There will be Mass at 9.15 am
at St Michael’s.

Next Saturday, 16 May 2024, in the morning, is our Parish Garden Cleaning Day. Join us and
lend a helping hand to keep our parish garden beautiful and pristine.

Feast of Our Lady of Fatima, Sunday 17t May. Please join the procession next Sunday at
8.30 am, followed by Mass at 2.15 am. Children receiving First Holy Communion are invited
to wear their First Holy Communion dresses/suits.

Peter Malloy RIP. Please pray for the repose of the soul of Peter Malloy. Funeral details to
follow.

Rosary in May. The Rosary will be said in church at 8.45 am on Monday, Tuesday, Friday and
Safturday mornings in May.

Sunday Friends meet during the 9.15 am Sunday Mass for children aged 4-8 years.

Please see the posters in the narthex for more information and the schedule of dates.
There will be no Sunday Friends next Sunday, 17th May, as the hall is in use for the First Holy
Communion programme.

Bingo Night. We will be holding a Bingo Night in the Parish Hall next Saturday, 16t May at
7.00 pm. Please come and support this event to raise funds for the upkeep of the church/
roof works. Please bring cash to pay for the games: £1 per individual strip or £5 for the whole
strip of six. Bring your own drinks — some snacks will be available to buy.

Date for the diary. Parish event - International Food Night on Saturday, 13th June. More
details fo follow.

Adult Altar Servers. We are looking for Adult volunteers to serve on the Altar at weekend
Masses. If you are interested, please talk to Daphne, the Altar Servers leader, at Sunday
Mass, email ashfordaltarservers@rcdow.org.uk, or contact Shenda in the parish office.



Mass Intentions. If you wish to book a Mass, please drop your intention envelope in the
offertory collection box at the back of the church or through the presbytery letterbox. If you
are able to make your Mass offering under Gift Aid, please use the new blue donation
envelopes.

Bucket Collection. The Bucket Collection is for the Sons of Divine Providence.

Caritas Vouchers and Assistance Scheme. This parish is part of the Caritas Westminster
scheme. If you, or anyone you know, needs support, please get in touch with Lee Gibson,
Caritas Representative, on 07713 760281 or lee.qgibson.2na@btinternet.com. All requests will
be dealt with in confidence.

St. Michael’s School. The St. Michael's Runners & Walkers, a passionate team of Mums, Dads,
Grandparents, friends and school staff, are once again stepping up to challenge
themselves running the Staines 10K this Sunday 10" May at 9:00am. This year, we are raising
funds for an exciting Outdoor Gym, a space where our children can grow sfronger, build
confidence, and enjoy the joy of being active outdoors. Your support means the world to
us and to the children we are running for. Every donation makes a difference. If you can,
please donate to: www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/stmichaelsrun2026

The Divine Mercy Apostolate, London, is holding a First Saturday Divine Mercy Recollection
Day at the Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham on Saturday, é* June 2026, 10:30 am to 4:30
pm. The Recollection Day will include Holy Mass, a Talk, an Hour of Mercy with Benediction,
and Veneration of the Image of Merciful Jesus. All welcome. Please call Millie on 07957
594646 for more information. Coaches from Slough, Ealing Broadway, North London,
Barking and Victoria.

This Sunday’s readings, Sixth Sunday of Easter, 10t May 2026 (Mass book page 268)
Acts 8: 5-8, 14-17; 1 Peter 3: 15-18; John 14: 15-21

Next Sunday’s readings, Seventh Sunday of Easter, 17t May 2026
Acts 1:12-14; 1 Peter 4: 13-16; John 17: 1-11a

Offertory Collection. Thank you for your offerings last week:
Loose Plate £546.12; Envelopes £ 257.00; Standing Orders £200.00
Contactless £317.25

MANNA Foodbank. This week'’s shortages: Small tins of Potatoes in 300g/400g; Jars of Pasta
Sauce; Tinned Carrofs; Tinned Custard; Chocolate Spread; Large Tins of Sweetcorn; Jam;
Crackers; Cup a Soup; Small Jars of Instant Coffee; Tinned Fruit - especially mandarins,
pears, pineapple and apricots; Tea Bags in 160's - we have good stocks of other sizes; Mug
Shot Sachets (or similar); Bars of Soap; Shaving Foam/Gel; Deodorant for both men and
women; Toilet Paper; Laundry Pods/Liquid/Powder/Tablets. Please leave your donations in
the box in the narthex.

Safeguarding If you have any concerns or require advice regarding the safety or well-being
of a child or vulnerable adult, please confact our parish safeguarding rep, Tiziana
Demurtas, on 07778 533932 or ashfordsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk

You can also contact the Diocesan Safeguarding Team on 020 7798 9356 or
safequarding@rcdow.org.uk
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SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
During Adoration after Saturday morning Mass (and by appointment)

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
To arrange a baptism, please refer to the parish website:
(see: Parish Life — Sacramental Preparation — Baptism)

For the parish Mass timetable, please refer to the parish website:

http://parish.rcdow.org.uk/ashford

PLEASE PRAY

for all the sick and housebound in our parish.

for anniversaries in May since 2019: Audrey Adu, Debra Brown, Stanley Clarke, Rose
Dennehy, Bernie Driscoll, Jennifer Gooneratne, Lilly Keogh, Philomena Lewis, Diana Lobo,

Catherine Mead, Michael Sullivan, Maria Joana Velez Branquinho de Sa.

For Canon Peter Newby and the parishioners of St Margarets in the Upper Thames Deanery.

for the Holy Father's Prayer Intention that everyone, from large producers to small
consumers, be committed to avoiding wasting food, and to ensuring that everyone has

access to quality food.

Sun 10t

Mass Intentions 10 -17 May 2026

(Saturday Vigil)  06.00pm

Mon 11t
Tues 12t
Wed 13%h
Thurs 14th

Fri 15"
Sat  16™

09.15am
11.30am
06.00pm
09.15am
09.15am
06.00pm

09.15am
09.15am
09.15am

(Saturday Vigil)  06.00pm

Sun 17t

09.15am
11.30am
06.00pm

The people of the parish

Valen Carvalho - birthday intentions
Ann and Thomas Dean RIP

Joseph Fernandes RIP

Alwyn and Grace Cooper RIP

Olaf Lobo RIP

Capt CHS Amarasekera RIP
Perpetua D’Souza - birthday intentions
The people of the parish

Nicholas D'Souza - 50* Birthday intentions
C P John RIP
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