
Seventh Sunday of Easter, 17th  May 2026 
 

“And this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you 

have sent”. 
 

Many of us have seen the film of Charles Dickens’ book Oliver Twist, directed by David 

Lean. Although it was made in 1948, it’s become a classic and is often shown across all sorts 

of media. There’s one scene that perhaps everyone remembers, set in the huge, bleak 

workhouse hall where the destitute orphans are scraping the last scraps of food from their 

bowls of gruel. In fear and trembling, Oliver gets up from the table and takes his bowl to the 

workhouse master, who’s standing and holding his punishment cane, tapping it in 

annoyance against his boot. When Oliver pleads, “Please, sir, I want some more,” the 

master erupts in anger. And on the workhouse wall, overlooking this dreadful scene, written 

in huge letters, are the words, “God is love.” There’s no love in that workhouse. The 

authorities have hijacked one of the most profound sayings of the Bible as a mask for their 

cruelty. The hypocrisy is not just a cause of hollow laughter but, for an unbeliever, a cause 

of cynical contempt. 

Those words, “God is love”, come from the first letter of St John in the Bible, and we’ve just 

heard from John today in our Gospel reading. As we know, John’s Gospel has a different 

tone from Matthew, Mark and Luke. While they largely concentrate on what Jesus says and 

does, John is more reflective. Today’s reading comes from what is known as the Last Supper 

Discourse, in which Jesus reveals his thoughts to the apostles before his arrest and 

crucifixion. But the chapter we’ve just read is almost like eavesdropping on a conversation 

between God the Son, made man, and God the Father. In his prayer, Jesus embraces all 

of us who hear and accept his word. It’s as if we’re taken up into the Trinity while we’re still 

here on earth. Jesus says, “And this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and 

Jesus Christ whom you have sent.” He goes on, “I am praying... for those whom you have 

given me, for they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I am glorified in 

them”. And the “them”, of course, are “us,” if we believe. 

In John’s first letter, John tells us something we might find difficult to accept. He says, “he 

who does not love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen”. 

We might think, “That’s a nice pious thought, but John doesn’t know the sort of brother that 

I have to put up with”. Please don’t look around at one another. Our relation to other people 

can be a problem. One way to tackle it might be to move from a straight line to a triangle. 

The straight line is when our relationship is just between the two of us and it may be difficult. 

The triangle comes into play when we pray to God for the other person, not about him or 

her, and we hope he or she will pray for us. So, our relationship is changed; it is mediated 

by God. It might take time, but it will be moving in the right direction. If you have time today 

or during the week, I’d recommend reading the First Letter of St John for yourselves. I think 

you’d be encouraged by it. 

Today is World Communications Day, a time for us to reflect on how we use or are affected 

by technological developments. Pope Leo has chosen “Preserving human voices and 

faces” as its theme. In essence, this means that developments in social communication 

pose new challenges to the defence of human dignity, justice and labour. And whatever 

their possibilities, new technologies, to quote the Vatican document, “cannot replace the 

uniquely human capacities for empathy, ethics and moral responsibility”. Many years ago, 

a satirical magazine had a photo of a row of empty chairs in a waiting room. The caption 

read, “Pass it on: the robots took over at midnight.” Our role is to resist the robots and focus 

on people. Perhaps we could put a sign reading “God is love” on our computer screens, as 

a screensaver, and on our phones too. It could remind us that there are too many 

workhouse masters online, ready to use their canes on vulnerable people. 
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ACTIVE LIFE OF THE PARISH 
On the 1st Sunday of each month, we have tea and coffee after the 9.15am Mass in the 

parish hall. Remember, the joy of tea and coffee lies not just in the beverages themselves, 

but in the shared moments and conversations. Cheers to building beautiful connections 

over a cuppa!       
 

Morning Teas and Coffees. Teas and Coffees will be available in the Presbytery Meeting 

Room after the 9:15 a.m. Mass on Tuesdays and Fridays. All are welcome.  
 

Rosary in May. The Rosary will be said in church at 8.45 am on Monday, Tuesday, Friday and 

Saturday mornings in May.  
 

Every 2nd Saturday after 9.15 am Mass: Garden Cleaning.          Every 4th Saturday after 

9.15 am Mass: Church Cleaning  
 

Dear Parents/Elders: Please note STRICTLY NO FOOD in the Church, and please give the 

Children SOFT TOYS ONLY 
 

 

Church opening times. The church is now open daily from 8:30 a.m. to 6.00 p.m. (but not on 

Thursdays). 
 

 

This Saturday morning, 16th May, is our Parish Garden Cleaning Day. Join us and lend a 

helping hand to keep our parish garden beautiful and pristine. 
 

Bingo Night. We are holding a Bingo Night in the Parish Hall this Saturday, 16th May at 7.00 

pm. Please come and support this event to raise funds for the upkeep of the church/ roof 

works. Please bring cash to pay for the games: £1 per individual strip or £5 for the whole strip 

of six. Bring your own drinks – some snacks will be available to buy. 
 

Feast of Our Lady of Fatima, Sunday 17th May. Please join the procession this Sunday at 8.30 

am, before the 9.15 am Mass. Children who received First Holy Communion last Saturday 

are invited to wear their First Holy Communion dresses/suits. 
 

Date for the diary. Parish event - International Food Night on Saturday, 13th June. More 

details to follow. 
 

Sunday Friends meet during the 9.15 am Sunday Mass for children aged 4–8 years. 

Please see the posters in the narthex for more information and the schedule of dates.  

There will be no Sunday Friends next Sunday, 17th May, as the hall is in use for the First Holy 

Communion programme. 
 

Offertory Collection Counters. One of our counters is stepping down in July after many years 

of service. We are looking for someone to take over from her. The counters meet on 

Monday mornings. There are four teams of counters, so your turn would come round once 

a month on a rota basis. If you are able to help, please contact Shenda in the parish office 

on 01784 252230 or ashford@rcdow.org.uk 
 

Fire Marshals/Wardens. We are looking for volunteers to serve as Fire Marshals at weekend 

Masses and special events at St Michael’s, working alongside the Parish Council members. 

Full training will be given. If you are interested, please contact Shenda in the parish office 

on 01784 252230 or ashford@rcdow.org.uk 
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Adult Altar Servers. We are looking for Adult volunteers to serve on the Altar at weekend 

Masses. If you are interested, please talk to Daphne, the Altar Servers leader, at Sunday 

Mass, email ashfordaltarservers@rcdow.org.uk, or contact Shenda in the parish office. 
 

Mass Intentions. If you wish to book a Mass, please drop your intention envelope in the 

offertory collection box at the back of the church or through the presbytery letterbox. If you 

are able to make your Mass offering under Gift Aid, please use the new blue donation 

envelopes.  
 

Bucket Collection.  The Bucket Collection is for the Sons of Divine Providence. 
 

Caritas Vouchers and Assistance Scheme. This parish is part of the Caritas Westminster 

scheme. If you, or anyone you know, needs support, please get in touch with Lee Gibson, 

Caritas Representative, on 07713 760281 or lee.gibson.2na@btinternet.com. All requests will 

be dealt with in confidence.  
 

The Life of Christ -  The Story of Jesus, Brought to Life on 16 - 20 June 2026. Discover the 

wonder of Jesus’ life with an unforgettable event for all the family. The Life of Christ is a play 

like no other, placing you in the middle of an immersive theatre experience. Join over a 

hundred actors in the stunning grounds of Wintershall Estate as this magnificent story is 

movingly recreated with authentic detail in an epic open-air production. Watch the 

Wedding in Cana, the Feeding of the 5000 and the Last Supper unfold before your eyes. 

It’s the perfect day out for families, faith groups, theatre lovers and schools.  

Tickets can be booked at  https://www.wintershall.org.uk/event/life-of-christ/     

Please note that 16th  & 17th  June are school days only. There is limited availability on 

Thursday 18th & Friday 19th June. At present, there is availability on Saturday, 20th June, but 

please book as soon as possible to avoid disappointment.  Please see the poster in the 

narthex for more information.  
 

 

This Sunday’s readings, Seventh Sunday of Easter, 17th May 2026 

Acts 1:12-14; 1 Peter 4: 13-16; John 17: 1-11a   (Mass book page 275) 

 Next Sunday’s readings, Pentecost Sunday, 24th May 2026 

Acts 2: 1-11; 1 Corinthians 12: 3b-7, 12-13; John 20: 19-23 
 

 

Offertory Collection. Thank you for your offerings last week: 

Loose Plate £667.00; Envelopes £106.00; Standing Orders £900.00  

Contactless £347.20 
 

 

MANNA Foodbank. This week’s shortages: Long Life Semi Skimmed Milk;  Small tins of 

Potatoes in 300/400g; Jars of Pasta Sauce; Tinned Carrots; Tinned Custard; Large Tins of 

Sweetcorn; Jam; Crackers; Cup a Soup; Small Jars of Instant Coffee; Instant Mashed Potato 

(Smash type); Tea Bags in 160's - we have good stocks of other sizes; Mug Shot Sachets (or 

similar); Liquid Handwash; Toothbrushes for Adults; Shaving Foam/Gel; Deodorant for both 

men and women; Toilet Paper; Kitchen Roll; Laundry Pods/Liquid/Powder/Tablets. 

Please leave your donations in the box in the narthex. 
 

 

Safeguarding If you have any concerns or require advice regarding the safety or well-being 

of a child or vulnerable adult, please contact our parish safeguarding rep, Tiziana 

Demurtas, on 07778 533932 or ashfordsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk 

You can also contact the Diocesan Safeguarding Team on 020 7798 9356 or 

safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk 
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SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

 During Adoration after Saturday morning Mass (and by appointment) 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

To arrange a baptism, please refer to the parish website: 

                                                 (see:  Parish Life → Sacramental Preparation → Baptism) 
 

For the parish Mass timetable, please refer to the parish website: 

http://parish.rcdow.org.uk/ashford 
 

 

PLEASE PRAY 
 

for all the sick and housebound in our parish.  
 

for anniversaries in May since 2019: Audrey Adu, Debra Brown, Stanley Clarke, Rose 

Dennehy, Bernie Driscoll, Jennifer Gooneratne, Lilly Keogh, Philomena Lewis, Diana Lobo, 

Catherine Mead, Michael Sullivan, Maria Joana Velez Branquinho de Sa. 
 

For Canon Peter Newby and the parishioners of St Margarets in the Upper Thames Deanery. 
 

for the Holy Father’s Prayer Intention that everyone, from large producers to small 

consumers, be committed to avoiding wasting food, and to ensuring that everyone has 

access to quality food.  
 

 

 

Mass Intentions  17 -24 May 2026 
Sun 17th  Seventh Sunday of Easter 

(Saturday Vigil) 06.00pm The people of the parish 

    09.15am  

    11.30am Nicholas D’Souza – 50th Birthday intentions 

    06.00pm   C P John RIP 

Mon 18th     09.15am Joseph and Perpetua D’Souza intentions 

Tues 19th    09.15am  

Wed 20th    06.00pm Christopher Maningas RIP 

Fri  22nd    09.15am Patricia Gillespie intentions 

Sat  23rd     09.15am  Philip and Aloysha intentions 

Sun 24th  Pentecost Sunday 

 (Saturday Vigil) 06.00pm Catherine Mead RIP  

    09.15am Berne Shanker intentions 

    11.30am Michael Bentley RIP 

    06.00pm   The people of the parish 
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