Pentecost Sunday, 24t May 2026

“Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so l am
sending you.”” John 20:21

Fake news. We hear so much about that. And not surprisingly, it's a difficult time to know
what’s really going on. Media outlets represent different views of reality; the number of
exitremist groups is rising; and for some, this is also a confusing time to be a Catholic
Christian, as we are increasingly polarised between “right” and “left”. We live in confusing
times! So, where is the truth of the matter? Well, of course, history repeats itself. It's true that
as Catholics, we are not being hunted down and executed, as so many who fought for
freedom of belief and truth were five hundred years ago. Most Christians, particularly in the
West, are not persecuted for their faith — unlike many people with whom we are in
communion and solidarity in other parts of the world. There is, however, a polite indifference
and occasional hostility to people of faith here in the West. Our lives are very different from
those first disciples who gathered in Jerusalem fifty days after Christ's resurrection, but these
are also challenging times for many Christians.

Well, on this great feast day, we're summoned o go right back to the birth of the
Church. We've been here before. We share the confusion of the first Christians from
different parts of the world, who rub shoulders with so many different ethnic groups.
Searching for fruth, they struggle to win their freedom in the melting pot of Roman-
occupied Jerusalem, conscious of the Jewish religion with its laws, customs, scriptures and
heritage from which they come. They search for a way to be authentic to the truth of Jesus
Christ’'s kingdom on this earth. But now he is gone, and confusion surely sets in.

We're surely cadlled to attend carefully to the Pentecost experience, fifty days after we
celebrate the resurrection. The Holy Spirit is sent into the world to be our helper amid the
confusion, the struggle to believe and live according to the values of the kingdom; the
struggle to proclaim truth rather than fake news. What do we notice happens on our
Church's birthday?

Firstly, everyone’s invited — that's tough because many of us in our communities today
might feel excluded for one reason or another. But the message is that absolutely no one is
left out; the Church is inclusive at its core. But not just inclusive in the way we use the word.
No, it runs much deeper than social inclusion for community cohesion; that everyone’s
welcome and respected for their God-given dignity is part and parcel of what makes the
Church truly Catholic.

Secondly, everyone can understand each other — another ideal which is hard to live up
to, especially in this age of fake news. But this is a reversal of Babel, where all were confused
and unable to understand not just what language the other was speaking, but also what
they were desperate to say, to represent, to bring to the community.

A truly Catholic Church is one in which everyone is listened to, heard and incorporated
intfo the one Body. It's worth asking on this great feast — which takes us back to the very
beginnings of the Church —how do we understand our role in the Church? My role, our role,
our personal call and responsibility? Every single one of us?2 How do we draw others in to
unite in one Body, breaking down barriers to understand one anothere What are the barriers
even between us as Catholics?2 And what are the opportunities for building bridges? There
are surely many opportunities. A desire to welcome, to listen, to draw others into our one
Catholic Body of Christ emerged strongly in the experience of the Synod on Synodality.

As we celebrate our birthday as the Church, may our prayer be that we are more closely
united as a faith community, gathered with Christ as our Head, with worship and the
celebration of the Mass at its heart. The Spirit inspires us to bring this Christ and his values to
our troubled world. Pentecost teaches us that wherever we come from, we are part of that



one Body and have arole in carrying out that mission. The Church present here in our local
parishes is a real symbol of the universal Church, called to be a powerhouse of mission and
of service, called to bring the Spirit of peace and truth to all.
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ACTIVE LIFE OF THE PARISH

On the 1st Sunday of each month, we have tea and coffee after the 9.15am Mass in the
parish hall. Remember, the joy of tea and coffee lies not just in the beverages themselves,
but in the shared moments and conversations. Cheers to building beautiful connections
over a cuppa! ®

Morning Teas and Coffees. Teas and Coffees will be available in the Presbytery Meeting
Room after the 9:15 a.m. Mass on Tuesdays and Fridays. All are welcome.

Every 2nd Saturday after 9.15 am Mass: Garden Cleaning. ¥ Every 4th Saturday after
9.15 am Mass: Church Cleaning

Dear Parents/Elders: Please note STRICTLY NO FOOD in the Church, and please give the
Children SOFT TOYS ONLY

Church opening times. The church is now open daily from 8:30 a.m. to 6.00 p.m. (but not on
Thursdays).

Bingo Night — Thank you to each and every one of the parishioners who came to
support last Saturday's Bingo Night inifiative; we raised £1,033.76. Our gratitude goes
to Melba and Victor for their organisation and to all the helpers involved. May the
Blessed Lord and Our Mama Mary bless you all for your love for this our parish!

Date for the diary. Parish event - International Food Night on Saturday, 13th June. More
details to follow.

Offertory Collection Counters. One of our counters is stepping down in July after many
years of service. We are looking for someone to take over from her. They actually count
as a team of 3, so perhaps a group of 3 might like to offer to help and form a new
group? The counters meet on Monday mornings. There are four teams of counters, so
your turn would come round once a month on a rota basis. If you are able to help,
please contact Shenda in the parish office on 01784 252230 or ashford@rcdow.org.uk

Fire Marshals/Wardens. We are looking for volunteers fo serve as Fire Marshals at
weekend Masses and special events at St Michael's, working alongside the Parish
Council members. Full training will be given. If you are interested, please contact
Shenda in the parish office on 01784 252230 or ashford@rcdow.org.uk

Adult Altar Servers. We are looking for Adult volunteers to serve on the Altar at
weekend Masses. If you are interested, please talk to Daphne, the Altar Servers leader,
at Sunday Mass, email ashfordaltarservers@rcdow.org.uk, or contact Shenda in the
parish office.


mailto:ashford@rcdow.org.uk

Mass Intentions. If you wish to book a Mass, please drop your intention envelope in the
offertory collection box at the back of the church or through the presbytery letterbox.
If you are able to make your Mass offering under Gift Aid, please use the new blue
donation envelopes.

Bucket Collection. The Bucket Collection is for the Sons of Divine Providence.

Caritas Vouchers and Assistance Scheme. This parish is part of the Caritas Westminster
scheme. If you, or anyone you know, needs support, please get in touch with Lee
Gibson, Caritas Representative, on 07713 760281 or lee.gibson.2na@btinternet.com. All
requests will be dealt with in confidence.

This Sunday’s readings, Pentecost Sunday, 24th May 2026
(Mass book page 278 Sat Vigil or 288 on Sunday)
Acts 2: 1-11; 1 Corinthians 12: 3b-7, 12-13; John 20: 19-23
Next Sunday’s readings, The Most Holy Trinity, 31t May 2024
Exodus 34: 4b-6, 8-9;2 Corinthians 13: 11-14; John 3: 16-18

Offertory Collection. Thank you for your offerings last week:
Loose Plate £729.65; Envelopes £147.50; Standing Orders £900.00
Contactless £251.00

MANNA Foodbank. This week’s shortages: Tinned Macaroni Cheese; Long Life Semi
Skimmed Milk — Green; Packs of Spaghetti — dried; Small tins of Potatoes in 300g/400g;
Jars of Pasta Sauce; Tinned Carrots; Large Tins of Sweetcorn; Jam; Tinned Butter Beans;
Small Jars of Instant Coffee; Instant Mashed Potato (Smash type); Tea Bags in 40's - we
have good stocks of other sizes; Mug Shot Sachets (or similar); Toothbrushes for Adults;
Men's 2 in 1 Shampoo/Shower Gel; Shaving Foam/Gel; Deodorant for both men and
women; Toilet Paper; Laundry Pods/Liquid/Powder/Tablets. Please leave your
donations in the box in the narthex.

Safeguarding If you have any concerns or require advice regarding the safety or well-being
of a child or vulnerable adult, please conftact our parish safeguarding rep, Tiziana
Demurtas, on 07778 533932 or ashfordsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk

You can also contact the Diocesan Safeguarding Team on 020 7798 9356 or
safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
During Adoration after Saturday morning Mass (and by appointment)

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
To arrange a baptism, please refer to the parish website:
(see: Parish Life — Sacramental Preparation — Baptism)

For the parish Mass timetable, please refer to the parish website:
hitp://parish.rcdow.orqg.uk/ashford
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PLEASE PRAY

for all the sick and housebound in our parish.

for anniversaries in May since 2019: Audrey Adu, Debra Brown, Stanley Clarke, Rose
Dennehy, Bernie Driscoll, Jennifer Gooneratne, Lilly Keogh, Philomena Lewis, Diana Lobo,
Catherine Mead, Michael Sullivan, Maria Joana Velez Branquinho de Sa.

For Canon Peter Newby and the parishioners of St Margarets in the Upper Thames Deanery.

for the Holy Father's Prayer Intention that everyone, from large producers to small
consumers, be committed to avoiding wasting food, and to ensuring that everyone has
access to quality food.

Mass Intentions 24 -31 May 2024

Sun 24t
(Saturday Vigil) 06.00pm Catherine Mead RIP
09.15am Berne Shanker intentions
11.30am Michael Bentley RIP
06.00pm Paul Moseley and Michael McGuane RIP
Mon 25"  Mary, Mother of the Church
09.15am Violeta Baingan RIP
Tues 26t St Philip Neri, Priest
09.15am Irene D’'Lima RIP
Wed 27 St Augustine of Canterbury
06.00pm Padma Patel — healing

Fri 29th 09.15am Michael Hegarty's infentions
Sat 30t 09.15am Caetano and Sarah — Wedding Anniversary
Sun 314

(Saturday Vigil)  06.00pm Sheila Curran intentions
09.15am The people of the parish
11.30am Departed souls of the Andrade & Fernandes families
06.00pm
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