
Corpus Christi, 7th June  2026 
 

An exhibition of photos by the contemporary British artist Matt Collishaw, entitled ‘Last 

meal on Death Row, Texas’, is both deeply disturbing and profoundly moving. There is a 

clear, common theme in the series of thirteen works: depictions of the last meals requested 

by prisoners on Death Row before their execution. The background of each photo is a 

sombre black, with the meal, in colour, gently illuminated, depicted simply. Each picture is 

accompanied by a brief biography of the prisoner, describing why they chose their final 

meal and the date of their execution. The meals range from a bowl of fruit to grilled seafood, 

from a fast-food takeaway to a dish of profiteroles with chocolate. Each meal represents a 

human story, a crime with its impending punishment, a victim and the perpetrator, suffering 

and death: the stories are bleak. The thirteenth and final photograph, however, offers a 

profound interpretation of the series, shedding new light on it. It shows a glass chalice 

containing wine and an altar-bread, together representing Holy Communion, the body and 

blood of Christ. Whilst on death row, this prisoner had become a Catholic, and the teaching 

of Jesus that his body and blood are food for eternal life meant something of supreme 

importance to him: his last meal was the Eucharist, an act of faith in the face of death. For 

the artist, the series of thirteen paintings evokes the Last Supper, the apostles gathered at 

table with their Lord.  

The Last Supper took place immediately before the betrayal of Jesus, his suffering and 

his excruciating death. His discourse to the apostles, however, was about his abiding 

presence and the promise of eternal life. Jesus knew that the faith of the apostles would be 

deeply shaken. How could their belief in their Lord survive the horrors they would witness? 

How could his teachings survive his own demise? What was the future of their discipleship? 

St John is the only evangelist who does not give an account of the Last Supper, but it is his 

record of the words of Jesus about his body and blood that draw us further into the mystery 

of the Eucharist: the link between suffering and death, the presence of Christ and the 

promise of eternal life. 

The prisoner's choice of Holy Communion as his last meal clearly resonates here. He 

certainly wasn’t a saint, but he could glimpse the immeasurable gift that Jesus Christ offers. 

This gift is not simply offered that our soul might be saved, but the bread, the flesh that Jesus 

gives, is ‘for the life of the world’. Our Mass, our Eucharist, is not just for ourselves, but for all 

of God’s people. As God provided food for the journey through the wilderness, God 

provides food for us: nourishment for today, and nourishment for ever. It was the earthly 

Jesus who said: ‘Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will 

raise him up on the last day’. It is the risen Christ who is present in the Eucharist, a living sign 

of his promise. 

When we commit to the Eucharist, our perspective on life is changed: we increasingly 

become people who live with the promise of eternal life in our hearts, who live in the Lord 

as he lives in us, people of hope, living ‘for the life of the world’. This changes how we live 

and who we are. When we commit to the Eucharist, it is because we are aware of our 

spiritual hunger and know that only God can satisfy this hunger. We evaluate what is truly 

important in life and focus less on what merely distracts us and on what can diminish us. We 

have the best of all promises before us and will not be diverted to anything less. 

The teaching of Jesus handed down to us by St John is in context: it cannot be separated 

from daily life, from the realities of life, from its joys and sorrows, from its beginnings and 

endings. So the Mass is given to us; the body and blood of Christ are shared amongst us 

during our lives, helping us understand what it means and inspiring us to see how it can be. 

In committing to the Eucharist, to the body and blood of the Lord, we make our home in 

him, and he makes his home in us. 

© Redemptorist Publications, The Living Word A2, 2025-26, adapted 



ACTIVE LIFE OF THE PARISH 
 

On the 1st Sunday of each month, we have tea and coffee after the 9.15am Mass in the 

parish hall. Remember, the joy of tea and coffee lies not just in the beverages themselves, 

but in the shared moments and conversations. Cheers to building beautiful connections 

over a cuppa!      . 
 

Morning Teas and Coffees. Teas and Coffees will be available in the Presbytery Meeting 

Room after the 9:15 a.m. Mass on Tuesdays and Fridays. All are welcome.  
 

Every 2nd Saturday after 9.15 am Mass: Garden Cleaning.          Every 4th Saturday after 

9.15 am Mass: Church Cleaning  
 

Dear Parents/Elders: Please note STRICTLY NO FOOD in the Church, and please give the 

Children SOFT TOYS ONLY 
 

 

Church opening times. The church is now open daily from 8:30 a.m. to 6.00 p.m. (but not on 

Thursdays). 
 

 

     Support our St. Michael’s Altar Servers! This Sunday, 7th June, after both the 9:15 am & 

11:30 am Masses - join us for a special cake sale to help raise funds for their retreats, robes, 

and fellowship events.                                       Every sweet treat you buy encourages these dedicated 

young servers and strengthens our parish family.  

          Let’s BAKE         a difference together!         

See you in the Narthex – bring your appetite and your support!          
 

Feast of St Anthony, Saturday, 13th June 2026. We will be having a reception in the parish 

hall after the 6.00 pm Mass next Saturday, 13th June, to celebrate Fr Anthony’s birthday and 

his 10th Anniversary of Ordination. Please bring a plate of finger food and/or a bottle of drink 

to share. (Please bring it into the parish hall before Mass) All are welcome. There will be a 

retiring collection for Fr Anthony after the 6.00 pm Mass.  

Please note that the International Night has been moved to 26th September. 
 

 

Youth Mass              : Hey young people!               Bring your prayers, dreams, and hopes to the Lord 

for Sunday, June 14th, 2026. Mark your calendar for this date as Fr. Anthony Cruz Jesu Dass 

leads a special Youth Mass at St David’s Church, Stanwell at 12 noon. Join us and help 

create a memorable celebration for the entire parish youth! Let's make this event 

unforgettable!                         
 

   Join the Flower Ladies Group – Help Our Church Bloom!    
 

We warmly invite you to join our Flower Ladies Group, where your kind hands can help 

create beautiful floral arrangements for each liturgical season and special celebrations. 
 

No experience is necessary—just a heartfelt commitment to beautifying our Lord’s house 

and sharing your time. Your contributions keep our sanctuary fresh, prayerful, and inviting 

for all who visit.                              
 

Each hour you offer makes a meaningful difference! Together, let’s glorify God through the 

beauty of His creation and enhance our worship experience.           
 

If you’re interested, please speak to any Flower Lady after Mass, drop a note in the sacristy, 

or reach out to Shenda by phone or email. We can’t wait to welcome you into our blooming 

community! 



Re-commissioning of Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion, 6/7 June 2026. All Ministers 

are invited to come up to the front of the Church at the beginning of Mass this weekend to 

be commissioned or re-commissioned. 
 

Tuesday,9th June. Please note that there will be no coffee this Tuesday, as the meeting room 

is in use for a Deanery Meeting. 
 

Peter Malloy RIP. The Funeral of Peter Malloy will take place at Our Lady of the Rosary 

Church, Staines, on 19th June at 10.30 am. 
 

Leonard Lanning RIP. Please pray for the repose of the soul of Leonard Lanning. Funeral 

details to follow.  
 

Offertory Collection Counters. One of our counters is stepping down in July after many 

years of service. We are looking for someone to take over from her. They actually count 

as a team of 3, so perhaps a group of 3 might like to offer to help and form a new 

group? The counters meet on Monday mornings. There are four teams of counters, so 

your turn would come round once a month on a rota basis.  If you are able to help, 

please contact Shenda in the parish office on 01784 252230 or ashford@rcdow.org.uk 
 

Mass Intentions. If you wish to book a Mass, please drop your intention envelope in the 

offertory collection box at the back of the church or through the presbytery letterbox. If you 

are able to make your Mass offering under Gift Aid, please use the new blue donation 

envelopes.  
 

Bucket Collection.  The Bucket Collection is for the Sons of Divine Providence. 
 

Caritas Vouchers and Assistance Scheme. This parish is part of the Caritas Westminster 

scheme. If you, or anyone you know, needs support, please get in touch with Lee Gibson, 

Caritas Representative, on 07713 760281 or lee.gibson.2na@btinternet.com. All requests will 

be dealt with in confidence.  
 

 

This Sunday’s readings, Corpus Christi, 7th June 2026(Mass book page 83) 

Deuteronomy 8: 2-3, 14b-16a; 1 Corinthians 10: 16-17; John 6; 51-58 

 Next Sunday’s readings, Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time, 14th June 2026 

Exodus 19: 2-6a; Romans 5: 6-11; Matthew 9: 36 10: 8 
 

 

Offertory Collection. Thank you for your offerings last week: Loose Plate £689.49; Envelopes 

£219.00; Standing Orders £900.00; Contactless £386.50 
 
 

MANNA Foodbank. This week’s shortages: Tinned Carrots and Tinned Green Beans; Tinned 

Macaroni Cheese; Packs of Spaghetti – dried; Long Life Cartons of Juice full size; Boxed 

Porridge Sachets; Cereal Bars; Tinned Corned Beef and SPAM; Jars of Instant Coffee; Mug 

Shot Sachets (or similar); Tinned Apricots, Pears & Pineapple; Toothbrushes for Adults; Men's 

2 in 1 Shampoo/Shower Gel; Shaving Foam/Gel; Hair Conditioner; Toilet Paper; Washing up 

Liquid.  Please leave your donations in the box in the narthex. 
 

 

Safeguarding If you have any concerns or require advice regarding the safety or well-being 

of a child or vulnerable adult, please contact our parish safeguarding rep, Tiziana 

Demurtas, on 07778 533932 or ashfordsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk 

You can also contact the Diocesan Safeguarding Team on 020 7798 9356 or 

safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk 
 
 

 

mailto:lee.gibson.2na@btinternet.com
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SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

 During Adoration after Saturday morning Mass (and by appointment) 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

To arrange a baptism, please refer to the parish website: 

                                                 (see:  Parish Life → Sacramental Preparation → Baptism) 
 

For the parish Mass timetable, please refer to the parish website: 

http://parish.rcdow.org.uk/ashford 
 

 

PLEASE PRAY 
 

for all the sick and housebound in our parish.  
 

for anniversaries in June since 2019: Joseph John Abbey, Terence Atkinson, Debbie Collins, 

Alice Convery, Mary Delaney, Fr Harry Hamill, Cardinal Hume, Neil Looney, Henrietta 

Osondu, Anthony Tabita. 
 

For Fr Shaun Richards and the parishioners of St John Fisher, Shepperton in the Upper Thames 

Deanery. 
 

for the Holy Father’s Prayer Intention that sports be an instrument of peace, encounter and 

dialogue among cultures and nations, and that they promote values such as respect, 

solidarity, and personal growth and that the world might grow in compassion.  
 
 

Mass Intentions 7 – 14  June 2026 
Sun 7th Corpus Christi 

 (Saturday Vigil) 06.00pm The people of the parish 

    09.15am Tom Scanlon RIP 

    11.30am In thanksgiving – T Fernandes 

    06.00pm Jella Icmat intentions 

Mon 8th   09.15am Josephine Beaumont intentions 

Tues 9th   09.15am Eric Cullen RIP 

Wed  10th   06.00pm Alwyn and Grace Cooper RIP 

Fri 12th  The Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 

    09.15am Mina Fernandes RIP 

Sat 13th  Mem. of the Immaculate Heart of Mary & St Anthony’s Feast 

    09.15am  In thanksgiving to St Anthony 

Sun 14th  Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 (Saturday Vigil) 06.00pm John Mascarenhas RIP 

    09.15am Jennifer Maningas  - healing Mass 

    11.30am Pat Brown RIP 

    06.00pm   The people of the parish 
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