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3rd Sunday of Lent 4th March 2018 

Sat 3rd  6.30pm Carmel O’Driscoll (Sick) 

Sun 4th 8.30am Peter Robbins RIP 

 10.30am Mairead Kirke 

Mon 5th 10.00am Anthony Lewicki Holy  Souls 

Tue 6th 10.00am Fr Gerard Young Intentions 

Wed 7th  10.00am Grainne Kirke 

Thu 8th   10.00am Margaret & Gerry Quinn’s Holy 
Souls Intentions 

Fri 9th  No Mass Friday abstinence  

 
Please note that mass intentions as set out above may not 
always be read out, but the intention is offered 

Holy Hour: Saturday 5.15 – 6.15 pm 

Confessions: Saturday  5.45 – 6.15 pm 

Or by appointment with Fr. Denis 

Family Mass: 1st Sunday   10.30 am 

Latin Mass: 1st Sunday   3.00 pm (extraordinary 
form)  

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and Parish 
Day of Prayer: 1st Wednesday 10.30 to 6.30pm 

Children’s liturgy: -There will now be a regular 
‘family mass’ on the first Sunday of every month.  
Children's liturgy will be held weekly at the 10.30 
Sunday Mass. 

Please remember in your prayers: 

 

 

 

We pray especially for the sick of the parish and 
for those who care for and support them, 
especially Gerald Quinn, Mairead Kirke and Helen 
Fitzgibbons. We remember those who have died 
recently Dan Sheehan, Seamus Duff, Jean 
Harrington; and those whose anniversaries occur 
at this time, namely,  Peter Gwozdz; Joanne 
Keeton; Iwan Ilkiw; Patricia Picking; John Clayton; 
Sr Christine Bertrand; Albert Hynes; . Anna 
Hacker; Ruth McNally; Stephen Wycochi; Eileen 
Muscovita; Thomas Keenan; Vincent Lewicki; 
Audrey King; Grainne Kirke.  

 

 

 

 

 
Spiritual Sacrifice 

Jesus does not come to destroy the Temple, 
but to fulfil it —to reveal its true purpose in 
God’s saving plan. 

He is the Lord the prophets said would come—
to purify the Temple, banish the merchants, 
and make it a house of prayer for all. 

The God who made the heavens and the 
earth, who brought Israel out of slavery, does 
not dwell in sanctuaries made by human 
hands. 

Nor does He need offerings of oxen, sheep, or 
doves (see Psalm 50:7–13).Notice in today’s 
First Reading that God did not originally 
command animal sacrifices—only that Israel 
heed His commandments. 

His law was a gift of divine wisdom, as we 
sing in today’s Psalm. It was a law of love, 
perfectly expressed in Christ’s self-offering on 
the cross. 

This is the “sign” Jesus offers in the Gospel 
today—the sign that caused Jewish leaders to 
stumble, as Paul tells us in the Epistle. 

Jesus’ body—destroyed on the Cross and 
raised up three days later—is the new and 
true sanctuary. From the temple of His body, 
rivers of living water flow, the Spirit of grace 
that makes each of us a temple (see 1 
Corinthians 3:16), and together builds us into 
a dwelling place of God (see Ephesians 2:22). 

In the Eucharist we participate in His offering 
of His body and blood. This is the worship in 
Spirit and in truth that the Father desires. 

We are to offer praise as our sacrifice (see 
Psalm 50:14,23). This means imitating Christ—
offering our bodies —all our intentions and 
actions in every circumstance, for the love of 
God and the love of others. 

 

TEA AND COFFEE (& BISCUITS) AVAILABLE 

  
AFTER 10.30 MASS EVERY SUNDAY 

 

Readings: Parish Mass Book Page 154 



200 CLUB 
The winners of the February 
200 Club draw were: Carol 
Britter, Michael Wadood, Bob 
Eversden and David 
Cumming. The next draw, 
which is the last in ‘this year’ 
will be on Sunday 18th 
March. 
New application forms will be 
available from beginning of 
March.   
Lent is a Time for 
Conversion, Growing Close 
to God 
February 27, 2018 Pope's 
Morning Homily 
The confessional is a place 
of forgiveness, not threats, 
Pope Francis stressed 
February 27, 2018, in his 
homily at Mass in Casa Santa 
Marta in the Vatican. 
He pointed out that Lent is a 
time that is “helpful for 
conversion,” according to 
Vatican News.  It is a time for 
growing closer to God and 
making changes in life, he 
affirmed. 
The Pope cited the first 
reading of the day, from 
Isaiah (1:10, 16-20): 
Hear the word of the LORD, 
princes of Sodom! 
Listen to the instruction of 
our God, 
people of Gomorrah! 
Wash yourselves clean! 
Put away your misdeeds from 
before my eyes; 
cease doing evil; learn to do 
good. 
Make justice your aim: 
redress the wronged, 
hear the orphan’s plea, 
defend the widow. 
Come now, let us set things 
right,says the LORD: 
Though your sins be like 
scarlet,they may become 
white as snow;Though they 
be crimson red, 
they may become white as 
wool. If you are willing, and 
obey, you shall eat the good 
things of the land; 
But if you refuse and resist, 
the sword shall consume you: 
for the mouth of the LORD 
has spoken! 

Like he did with the people of Sodom and 
Gomorrah, he calls us to come to him, to set 
things right – no matter what our sins, according 
to the Holy Father, who continues to compare God 
to a parent helping a child to find the right path. 

“He is like a father of a small child who has pulled 
a prank, and he has to correct him,” the Pope 
explained. “He knows that if he approaches him 
with a stick in hand, things will not go well. 

“He has to approach him with trust and 
confidence. In this passage, this is how the Lord 
calls us: ‘Come on, let’s have a coffee together. 
Let’s talk this over, let’s discuss it. Don’t be 
afraid, I’m not going to beat you.’” 

Weightwatchers. 
As we are now well into the New Year and over 
the festivities, we thought you might be 
interested to know that one of our regular 
Church Hall users is Julie-Anne who runs two 
Weightwatchers meetings in Baldock, one here 
at 9.30 on Tuesday mornings. She herself has 
had great success losing 50lbs and enjoys others 
on the same path.  Please contact her on 
07837732732 or come on Tuesday at 9.30. 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

LENTEN PROGRAMME 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
During Lent, Stations of the Cross will be held 
after the 10.00 Wednesday mass and every Friday 
(except Good Friday) at 7.30pm. All are welcome. 

RECONCILIATION On Saturday 10th March at 
11.30-1.30pm a visiting priest and Fr. Denis will 
be available for confessions. The Blessed 
Sacrament will be exposed during the two hours. 
LENT RETREAT 
On Saturday 24th March there will be a retreat 
given by Fr. Nicolas Crowe OP. 
It will begin at 10am and finish at 3pm. More 
details to follow.   

SERVICES FOR HOLY WEEK: 
Holy Thursday 29th March: Mass of the Lord’s   
Supper: 7.30pm  
Good Friday 30th March: Children’s Stations of the 
Cross: 10.30am 
Celebration of The Lord’s Passion: 3pm  
A day of Fast & Abstinence 
Easter Vigil Saturday 31st March: Easter Vigil: 
8.30pm 
Easter Sunday 1st April Easter Services 8.30am & 
10.30am   

 

COLLECTION UPDATE 

Collection for Sunday 25th February: Envelopes 
£381.91   Loose Plate £301.86 
Thank you for your continuing generosity. 
Donations to CAFOD - £559.70 

 

RC Hospital Chaplain:  
Contact Tel: Mobile: 
07876 526935 Lister 
01438 285518,  

For all general parish 
enquiries contact:  
Parish Office: Tel: 
01462 893127 
Church Hall Hire: 
Please contact parish 
office 01462 893127 

Baptism Preparation: 
For further information 
please contact Richard 
and Marie Miller Tel: 
01462 490630. 

RCIA Course: The Rite 
of Christian Initiation 
of Adults programme 
consists of regular 
weekly meetings. If 
you would like to find 
out more please speak 
directly to Fr Denis. 

St. John’s School is 
our Catholic Parish 
Primary School.  Parish 
families are welcome 
to visit and have a tour 
of the school.  Please 
come to the School 
Office or contact the 
Head teacher, Ms Alex 
Hanou on 01462 892478 
The school website is 
www.stjohns4.herts.sc
h.uk 

Newsletter: Please 
submit items for 
inclusion, preferably by 
Tuesday evening, by 
either emailing the 
dedicated newsletter 
email address 
(baldock.rcc@ntlworld.
com) or handing them 
to Fr. Denis. Thank you 

VATICAN NEWS 
Remember that you 
can keep up with all 
the latest news from 
The Vatican at the 
Official Vatican 
Network 
www.news.va/en.  

Your Safeguarding 
Representative is Tom 
Keating 07909892178 
The Safeguarding 
Representative has 
special responsibility 
for promoting good and 
safe practices in all 
activities involving 
children, young people 

and adults at risk. 

Baldock Catholic Scout 
Group 
For boys and girls aged 
6 to 14. Contact: 
enquiries@2ndbaldock 
scouts.org.uk 

 

http://www.stjohns4.herts.sch.uk/
http://www.stjohns4.herts.sch.uk/
mailto:baldock.rcc@ntlworld.com
mailto:baldock.rcc@ntlworld.com
http://www.news.va/en

