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 SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

9
th

 December 2018 

Sat 8th   6.30pm 

The Immaculate 
conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 
Bob Austin RIP 

Sun 9th  8.30am Albert Ponte RIP 

 10.30am Kathleen Sarsfield RIP 

Mon 10th   10.00am   

Tue 11th  10.00am Private Intention 

Wed 12th  10.00am Our Lady of Guadalupe 

Thu 13th  10.00am St. Lucy, Virgin & Martyr. 

Fri 14th No mass 
St John of the Cross, Priest & 
Doctor 
Friday Abstinence 

Please note that mass intentions as set out above 
may not always be read out, but the intention is 
offered 

Holy Hour: Saturday 5.15 – 6.15 pm 

Confessions: Saturday  5.45 – 6.15 pm 

Or by appointment with Fr. Denis 

Family Mass: 1st Sunday   10.30 am 

Latin Mass: 1st Sunday   3.00 pm (extraordinary 
form)  

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and Parish 
Day of Prayer: 1st Wednesday 10.30 to 6.30pm 

Children’s Liturgy: There will now be a regular 
‘family mass’ on the first Sunday of every month.  
Children's liturgy will be held weekly at the 10.30 
Sunday Mass. 

Please remember in your prayers: 

 
We pray especially for the sick of the parish and 
for those who care for and support them, 
especially Karen O’Shaughnessy, Dick Worbey, 
Helen Fitzgibbon, Sean Petson and Anne Lynch.  
We remember those who have died recently 
especially Sean Walsh, and Benjamin Jacob 
Cohen, Fr. Michael Lambert . Laurie Fitzgibbons 
and those whose anniversaries occur at this time:  
Andrew O’Neill; Jerzy Kryspinski; Margaret 
Turner; Margaret Deans; Patrick Kavanagh; James 
Dunne; Patrick Hussey; Adelaide Murphy; Oliver 
Lynch; May Jones Alexander; Catherine McCall;  
Gordon Hackett; Jane Buckley; Josephine Cornish; 
Jennifer Windebank 

 

Kingdom Come 

The kingdom of heaven is at hand," John 
proclaims. And the Liturgy today paints us a vivid 
portrait of our new king and the shape of the 
kingdom He has come to bring. The Lord whom 
John prepares the way for in today's Gospel is the 
righteous king prophesied in today's First Reading 
and Psalm. He is the king's son, the son of David—
a shoot from the root of Jesse, David's father. He 
will be the Messiah, anointed with the Holy Spirit, 
endowed with the seven gifts of the Spirit—
wisdom, understanding, counsel, strength, 
knowledge, piety and fear of the Lord. 
In Christ, God confirms His oath to Israel's 
patriarchs, Paul tells us in today's Epistle. But no 
longer are God's promises reserved solely for the 
children of Abraham. The Gentiles, too, will 
glorify God for His mercy. Once strangers, in 
Christ they will be included in "the covenants of 
promise" John delivers this same message in the 
Gospel. Once God's chosen people were hewn 
from the rock of Abraham. Now, God will raise up 
living stones —children of Abraham born not of 
flesh and blood but of the Spirit. This is the 
meaning of the fiery baptism He brings making us 
royal heirs of the kingdom of heaven, the Church. 

Fr Michael Lambert’s Funeral arrangements   
Sunday 16th December at Our Lady Immaculate 
and St Andrew.  Grove Road, Hitchin   
4.30pm   Reception of Fr. Michael's Body 
5pm - Mass 
6pm - Celebration and Testimonies; refreshments 
(church and hall) 
Monday 17th December  
11am - Requiem Mass followed by refreshments in 
hall 1pm - Burial St John's cemetery and back for 
refreshments 

CHRISTMAS HAMPER: Yes, it’s that time of year 
again! The Christmas hamper draw will take place 
Sunday 23rd  December after the 10.30 mass. 
Sherry & mince pies will be available in the 
church hall. Lists for donations for the hamper 
can be found at the back of the Church. Tickets 
will be on sale this weekend, £1 per strip. Lists 
for donations to the hampers are at the back of 
the Church 

Readings: Parish Mass Book Page 84 



DATES FOR THE DIARY 

YOUNG @  
Our next coffee morning will 
be held on Thursday 13th 
December after the 10.00am 
Mass.  Anointing of the sick 
will also take place at this 
Mass.  We provide tea, coffee 
& cake, all you have to 
provide is the chat! All cake 
donations very welcome.  
Please feel free to wear 
something Christmassy! 
MARRIAGE PREPARATION 
Will take place on Saturday 2nd 

March 2019, 9am to 3pm. A 
donation of £20 per couple is 
asked to cover costs, including 
a substantial lunch. Please 
contact Fr Denis via the parish 
office tel. 01462 893127, 6 
Months before your planned 
wedding.  

ACROSS – PILGRIMAGE TO 
LOURDES    
30TH MAY - 8TH JUNE 2019 
Regular readers of the 
newsletter will know that, 
The Jumbulance will travel 
overland to Lourdes next 
summer, transporting sick and 
disabled people from our 
community and the local area, 
who may not be usually be 
able to travel by any other 
means. They will be 
transported in comfort, with 
medical care available on 
board. To make this possible 
we are looking for helpers. 
Can you help or do you know 
someone who might? For 
more details please contact Fr 
Denis on 01462 893127.  
MISSIO – APF MISSIONS  
Members please leave your red 
mission boxes at the back of 
the church during early 
December as the end of the 
financial year is 31st 
December. 

REPOSITORY   
The repository has a display of 
Christmas Cards, Advent 
Calendars & other religious 
items available to buy now for 
Christmas all at very 
reasonable prices. Only whilst 
stocks last! 

CHURCHES TOGE THER IN BALDOCK CHRISTMAS 
CARD  Each Christmas the Baldock Churches 
deliver a Christmas Card with details of their 
Christmas Services to as many houses as possible 
in Baldock. Could you  help with delivering some 
of the cards?  Many thanks.  

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS – CHRISTMAS 
SERVICES   
Lists can be found on the noticeboard outside the 
Sacristy for you to sign up for the Christmas and 
weekend services.  There are a lot of services to 
be covered so please sign up as soon as possible. 

CAKES 4 CHURCH Our last cake sale raised a 
massive £310.85!! Many thanks to all you lovely 
parishioners who baked, bought or helped in any 
way to make this a huge success! Special thanks 
to Elizabeth Brooks for making all the Christmas 
cakes.   

ADVENT SERVICES 

ROTARY ADVENT CAROL SERVICE 
7pm Thursday 13th December We will be joined by 
the Salvation Army band, and various primary 
schools and musicians around the town  

RECONCILATION SERVICE  
Saturday15th December - at  10.00am-12 noon  
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is available for 2 
hours - 10am – 12noon. The Blessed Sacrament 
will be exposed.  
Fr. Denis and three  priests  will be available to 
hear confessions.  

PARISH CHRISTMASTIDE CAROL SERIVCE  
3pm Sunday  6th January   

There will be a short service of carols and 
readings to reflect on Christmas, it is the last day 
of Christmastide, and if you are not fed up with 
singing carols by then please do come and join us. 
The service will be followed by refreshments in 
the Holy Family Room.  

CHRISTMAS SERVICES 
CHRISTMAS EVE Monday  24th December 
4.30pm    Vigil Mass of Christmas, Family Mass 
8.40pm    Carols and Readings  
9 pm     the Mass of the Nativity of the Lord 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
Tuesday 25th December 9.30am Mass 

St Stephens Day Wednesday 26th December  
10am Mass   for altar services . 

THE FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY  
At the 10.30 am Mass there will be a 
Blessing of the Children’s toys at 10.30 mass 

NEW YEAR’S DAY 
Mary The Holy Mother of God 
Tuesday  1st January Mass 10am  

COLLECTION UPDATE 
Last Sunday’s Collection: 

Envelopes £384.82 Loose Plate £261.31 
Thank you for your continuing generosity. 

RC Hospital Chaplain:  
Contact Tel: Mobile: 
07876 526935 Lister 
01438 285518,  

For all general parish 
enquiries contact:  
Parish Office: Tel: 
01462 893127 
Church Hall Hire: 
Please contact parish 
office 01462 893127 

Baptism Preparation: 
For further information 
please contact Richard 
and Marie Miller Tel: 
01462 490630. 

RCIA Course: The Rite 
of Christian Initiation 
of Adults programme 
consists of regular 
weekly meetings. If 
you would like to find 
out more please speak 
directly to Fr Denis. 

St. John’s School is 
our Catholic Parish 
Primary School.  Parish 
families are welcome 
to visit and have a tour 
of the school.  Please 
come to the School 
Office or contact the 
Head teacher, Ms Alex 
Hanou on 01462 892478 
The school website is 
www.stjohns4.herts.sc
h.uk 

Newsletter: Please 
submit items for 
inclusion, preferably 
by Tuesday evening, by 
either emailing the 
dedicated newsletter 
email address 
(baldock.rcc@ntlworld.
com) or handing them 

to Fr. Denis. Thank you 

VATICAN NEWS 
Remember that you 
can keep up with all 
the latest news from 
The Vatican at the 
Official Vatican 
Network 
www.news.va/en.  

Your Safeguarding 
Representative is Tom 
Keating 07909892178 
The Safeguarding 
Representative has 
special responsibility 
for promoting good and 
safe practices in all 

activities involving 
children, young people 

and adults at risk. 

Baldock Catholic 
Scout Group 
For boys and girls aged 
6 to 14. Contact: 
enquiries@2ndbaldock 

scouts.org.uk 

 



 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj8qdD3mIffAhWEaVAKHZOmCgUQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/545287467375832662/&psig=AOvVaw0h19UDUiSUiatTSg9izIrc&ust=1544047121033394
http://weclipart.com/catholic advent wreath clipart?image=1123094

