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FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 9th February 2020 

Sat 8th 6.30pm People of the parish 

Sun 9th 8.30am Ray & Betty Knight RIP 

 10.30am Bill Piper RIP 

Mon 10th  10.00am Trisha ,Charlie Davey 

Tue 11th  10.00am Patrick Conway 

Wed 12th  10.00am Pat Gibson & family 

Thu 13th  10.00am Anna Cooney 

Fri 14th  No Mass 
Ss Cyril, Monk & Methodius, 
Bishop, PATRONS OF EUROPE. 
Friday Abstinence 

Please note that mass intentions as set out above may not 
always be read out, but the intention is offered 

Holy Hour: Saturday 5.15 – 6.15 pm 

Confessions: Saturday  5.45 – 6.15 pm 

Or by appointment with Fr. Denis 

Family Mass: 1st Sunday   10.30 am 

Latin Mass: 1st Sunday   3.00 pm (extraordinary 
form)  

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and Parish 
Day of Prayer: 1st Wednesday 10.30 to 6.30pm 

Children’s liturgy: -There will now be a regular 
‘family mass’ on the first Sunday of every month.  
Children's liturgy will be held weekly at the 10.30 
Sunday Mass. 

Please remember in your prayers: 

 

We pray especially for the sick of the parish and 
for those who care for and support them, 
especially, Angela Gray, Karen O’Shaughnessey, 
Mairead Kirke and Dick Worbey. We remember 
those who have died recently, especially Shirley 
Balls; and those whose anniversaries occur at this 
time; Francis Rees; May Tilley; Alessandro 
Gelmini;  Ethel Richer; Anne Cox; Alastair 
Cumming; Ann (Nancy) Lee; Stanislaw Grulich; 
Rose Harold; Maria Nicholson; Denis Cronin; 
Catherine Topham. 
 

TEA AND COFFEE (& BISCUITS) AVAILABLE 

  
AFTER 10.30 MASS EVERY SUNDAY 

 

 

 

THIS WEEK’S REFLECTION 

THE YEAR OF THE WORD 
A priest in the American Bible Belt was 
persecuted by a fundamentalist. She followed 
him everywhere, yelling, ‘You Catholics don’t 
believe in the Bible.’ ‘You Catholics don’t believe 
in the Bible.’ Eventually, the priest had had 
enough. One day he turned to her and said: 
‘Madam, we Catholics wrote the Bible.’ It shut 
her up, but is it true? Who wrote the Bible? 
When it comes to the Koran some traditions say 
an angel told an illiterate Mohammed to read. 
Others suggest an angel dictated the Koran to 
Mohammed. In either case, they claim something 
miraculous occurred: divine authorship of the 
Koran with Mohammed having a very limited role. 
The Bible is different. Both Old and New 
Testament are the inspired Word of God. As 
Christians, we know that God is neither distant 
nor uncaring. He wants a dialogue with us ‘in 
order to invite and receive [us] into His 
company.’  God does this in many ways – first and 
foremost, in the Person of Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and then through Scripture and the living 
Tradition of the Church. God is the author of the 
Bible. It is His message to us, so we can know Him 
and love Him.  
But the Bible wasn’t simply deposited by an 
angel. It didn’t drop out of heaven on tablets of 
stone. The Bible is 73 separate books written over 
many centuries. Some authors, like St Paul, wrote 
several books. Other books were co-authored by 
more than one individual. Yet, as human beings, 
they too are the real authors of the Bible. They 
didn’t go into a trance. An angel didn’t dictate 
the whole thing to them. The Bible is, in a real 
sense, the product of their thought, prayer and 
writing.  
How then do we know the Bible is God’s truth, 
not just a piece of human spiritual writing – 
beautiful and moving, but fallible like all other 
human works? … God took actual human authors – 
their memories, their personal experience, their 
literary gifts and style – and made use of them in 
way which involved their genuine cooperation. In 
doing so, the Holy Spirit protected them so what 
they wrote concerned the truth about God and 
our path to Him – and only that. This is what it 
means when we say the Bible is inspired. This is 
what Jesus means when He says the Holy Spirit 
‘will guide you into all truth’ and ‘bring to your 
remembrance all that I have said to you.’    
Who wrote the Bible? It is the Word of God 
written for the People of God by the saints 
inspired by the Holy Spirit.  
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: 

WINE TASTING EVENING 
On Friday, 28th February, at 
7.30pm, Baldock Rotary Club 
is holding a Wine Tasting 
Evening at Baldock 
Community Centre.  The 
theme is ‘Wines of the World’ 
with eight delicious wines 
being served with 
accompanying cheeses.  The 
Rotary Club of Baldock 
support many local causes, 
including our own Parish trip 
to Lourdes in 2019.   This 
year, all proceeds from the 
Tasting will go to Multiple 
Sclerosis Society UK. Tickets 
are priced at £16 each, there 
is a bar available, and a raffle 
too. For more details, please 
see the Poster in the Porch or 
telephone Keith or Carol 
Britter on 01462 896189. 

MARRIAGE PREPARATION  
Will take place on Saturday 
29th February 2020, 9am to 
3pm. A donation of £20 per 
couple is asked to cover costs.  
A lunch will be included. 

Baptisms 

 
Congratulations to babies  
Benjamin Wallis and Nora Jo 
Miller who were baptised last 
weekend, please keep them 
and their families in your 
prayers.  

FOUNDATION GOVERNOR 
VACANCY AT ST. JOHN’S 
SCHOOL 
Governing is a volunteer role 
for which the diocese advises 
a time commitment of 10 to 
12 hours per month and which 
requires attendance at Full 
Governing Board meetings. As 
a Governing Board, our 
ambition is to build our school 
to be outstanding. This isn’t 

just an OFSTED measure. We 
are looking for governors who 
share that vision and 
ambition. If you think you 
may be interested please 
contact Deborah Lodge at 

debs.lodge@stjohns4.herts.sch.uk  

WHITE FLOWER APPEAL 2020 
A word of thanks for those who contributed to the 

white flower appeal. The appeal raised  £251.  

BAPTISM PREPARATION 
Dates for the Baptism Courses 2020 
16th Jun Bap (1) - 30th Jun Bap (2)   
3rd Nov Bap (1) - 17th Nov Bap (2) If you are 
interested in joining the baptism course please 
contact Richard and Marie Miller on 07931761403 

MESSAGE FROM POPE FRANCIS:  
On this 28 World Day of the Sick, I think of our 
many brothers and sisters throughout the world 
who have no access to medical care because they 
live in poverty. For this reason, I urge healthcare 
institutions and government leaders throughout 
the world not to neglect social justice out of a 
preoccupation for financial concerns. It is my 
hope that, by joining the principles of solidarity 
and subsidiarity, efforts will be made to 
cooperate in ensuring that everyone has access to 
suitable treatments for preserving and restoring 
their health. I offer heartfelt thanks to all those 
volunteers who serve the sick, often 
compensating for structural shortcomings, while 
reflecting the image of Christ, the Good 
Samaritan, by their acts of tender love and 
closeness. To the Blessed Virgin Mary, Health of 
the Sick, I entrust all those who bear the burden 
of illness, along with their families and all 
healthcare workers. With the assurance of a 
remembrance in my prayers, I cordially impart my 
Apostolic Blessing. 

SS CYRIL AND METHODIUS – PATRONS OF 
EUROPE 
St. Cyril (Baptised Constantine) was a monk, born 
about 826 in Thessalonica (Greece) & died at 
Rome in 869. St. Methodius, his brother, was born 
about 815 & died in Velehrad (Czech Republic) in 
885. They preached the gospel in Moravia, the 
Modern-Day Czech Republic, using their own 
translations of the Scriptures and Liturgy in the 
local language. These translations into Slavonic 
were based on an alphabet they invented, now 
called Cyrillic. Honoured as apostles of the Slavic 
peoples, for their contribution to Slavic culture, 
their missionary inculturation of the Christian 
faith, and for establishing links between East and 
West, in his encyclical, Slavorum Apostoli (‘the 
Apostles of the Slavs’) Pope John Paul II spoke of 
the brothers as ideal examples of the true 
missionary spirit – faithful to the traditions which 
had formed them and yet endeavouring to 
understand the peoples to whom they were sent. 
He made them co-patrons of Europe, alongside St 
Benedict, with a Feast Day of 14th February. 

COLLECTION UPDATE 

Sunday 2nd February: 
Envelopes £248.44; Loose Plate £255.58. 
Thank you for your continuing generosity. 

RC Hospital Chaplain:  
Contact Tel: Mobile: 
07876 526935 Lister 
01438 285518,  

For all general parish 
enquiries contact:  
Parish Office: Tel: 
01462 893127 
Church Hall Hire: 
Please contact parish 
office 01462 893127 
Email: 
baldock@rcdow.org.uk 

Baptism Preparation: 
For further information 
please contact Richard 
and Marie Miller Tel: 
01462 490630. 

RCIA Course: The Rite 
of Christian Initiation 
of Adults programme 
consists of regular 
weekly meetings. If 
you would like to find 
out more please speak 
directly to Fr Denis. 

St. John’s School is 
our Catholic Parish 
Primary School.  Parish 
families are welcome 
to visit and have a tour 
of the school.  Please 
come to the School 
Office or contact the 
Head teacher, Ms Alex 
Hanou on 01462 892478 
The school website is 
www.stjohns4.herts.sc
h.uk 

Newsletter: Please 
submit items for 
inclusion, preferably by 
Tuesday evening, by 
either emailing the 
dedicated newsletter 
email address 
(baldock.rcc@ntlworld.
com) or handing them 
to Fr. Denis. Thank you 

VATICAN NEWS 
Remember that you 
can keep up with all 
the latest news from 
The Vatican at the 
Official Vatican 
Network 
www.news.va/en.  

Your Safeguarding 
Representative is Tom 
Keating 07909892178 
The Safeguarding 
Representative has 
special responsibility 
for promoting good and 
safe practices in all 
activities involving 
children, young people 

and adults at risk. 

Baldock Catholic Scout 
Group 
For boys and girls aged 
6 to 14. Contact: 
enquiries@2ndbaldock 
scouts.org.uk 
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