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CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC LOCKDOWN  
We can now see an end to the current Lockdown 
measures in England. So as from the weekend of 
the 5/6 December, we will back to public worship 
in  church, while we will still have restricted 
numbers up to 78 people per mass, you will be 
asked to sign in online for masses. At most masses 
before the last lockdown there were still plenty of 
room. Sunday mass obligation is still suspended. 
But you are most welcome to come to mass.   
In the mean time we will have masses online this 
weekend and The Church will be open for 
private prayer on Sunday at 11am to 1pm: And 
Wednesday from 11am to 1pm  
The daily and weekend masses you can still find  
online on the parish Facebook page.   Fr.  Denis 

Fire of Advent . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

 "Advent, like its cousin Lent, is a season for 
prayer and reformation of our hearts. Since it 
comes at winter time, fire is a fitting sign to help 
us celebrate Advent…If Christ is to come more 
fully into our lives this Christmas, if God is to 
become really incarnate for us, then fire will have 
to be present in our prayer. Our worship and 
devotion will have to stoke the kind of fire in our 
souls that can truly change our hearts. Ours is a 
great responsibility not to waste this Advent 
time."  

   "Take time to be aware that in the very midst of 
our busy preparations for the celebration of 
Christ‘s birth in ancient Bethlehem, Christ is 
reborn in the Bethlehems of our homes and daily 
lives. Take time, slow down, be still, be awake to 
the Divine Mystery that looks so common and so 
ordinary yet is wondrously present.  

   "An old abbot was fond of saying, ‗The devil is 
always the most active on the highest feast days.‘  

   "The supreme trick of Old Scratch is to have us 
so busy decorating, preparing food, practicing 
music and cleaning in preparation for the feast of 
Christmas that we actually miss the coming of 
Christ. Hurt feelings, anger, impatience, injured 
egos—the list of clouds that busyness creates to 

blind us to the birth can be long, but it is familiar 
to us all."  

An Advent Examination . . . . . . .  

"Advent is the perfect time to clear and prepare 
the Way. Advent is a winter training camp for 
those who desire peace. By reflection and prayer, 
by reading and meditation, we can make our 
hearts a place where a blessing of peace would 
desire to abide and where the birth of the Prince 
of Peace might take place.  

   "Daily we can make an Advent examination. Are 
there any feelings of discrimination toward race, 
sex, or religion? Is there a lingering resentment, 
an unforgiven injury living in our hearts? Do we 
look down upon others of lesser social standing or 
educational achievement? Are we generous with 
the gifts that have been given to us, seeing 
ourselves as their stewards and not their owners? 
Are we reverent of others, their ideas and needs, 
and of creation? These and other questions 
become Advent lights by which we may search the 
deep, dark corners of our heart 

Scripture Reflections  
The new Church year begins with a plea for God‘s 
visitation. ―Oh that you would rend the heavens 
and come down,‖ the prophet Isaiah cries in 
today‘s First Reading. 
In today‘s Psalm, too, we hear the anguished 
voice of Israel, imploring God to look down from 
His heavenly throne—to save and shepherd His 
people. 

Today‘s readings are relatively brief. Their 
language and ―message‖ are deceptively simple. 
But we should take note of the serious mood and 
penitential aspect of the Liturgy today—as the 
people of Israel recognize their sinfulness, their 
failures to keep God‘s covenant, their inability to 
save themselves. 

And in this Advent season, we should see our own 
lives in the experience of Israel. As we examine 
our consciences, can‘t we, too, find that we often 
harden our hearts, refuse His rule, wander from 
His ways, withhold our love from Him? 

God is faithful, Paul reminds us in today‘s Epistle. 
He is our Father. He has hearkened to the cry of 
His children, coming down from heaven for 
Israel‘s sake and for ours to redeem us from our 
exile from God, to restore us to His love. 

In Jesus, we have seen the Father (see John 14:8–
9). The Father has let His face shine upon us. He 
is the good shepherd (see John 10:11–15) come to 
guide us to the heavenly kingdom. No matter how 
far we have strayed, He will give us new life if we 
turn to Him, if we call upon His holy name, if we 
pledge anew never again to withdraw from Him. 

  

https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=f2a1d8a73a&e=0b77f01746
https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=f2a1d8a73a&e=0b77f01746
https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=c49ef8ea39&e=0b77f01746


As Paul says today, He has given us every spiritual 
gift—especially the Eucharist and penance—to 
strengthen us as we await Christ‘s final coming. 
He will keep us firm to the end—if we let Him. 

So, in this season of repentance, we should heed 
the warning—repeated three times by our Lord in 
today‘s Gospel—to be watchful, for we know not 
the hour when the Lord of the house will return. 

PARISH MASS ON-LINE 
Fr. Denis is still celebrating mass online, every 
Saturday night 6.30pm vigil mass, Sunday morning 
9.30am and Monday to Thursday  morning mass at 
10am, which is available through the parish 
Facebook page: 
Catholic Church of the Holy Trinity and  
St Augustine of Canterbury. 
For more information please go to the parish 
website page 
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/baldock 
Email address: Baldock@rcdow.org.uk 

 

Sat 28th  

6.30pm 

Vigil Mass 

Streamed online  

Angela  & Peter Gray’s 

Holy Souls  

Sun 29th  
 

9.30am 

Streamed online 

 First Sunday of Advent  

Mon 30th 10am 

Streamed online  

 St. Andrew, Apostle, 

Patron of Scotland 

Josie Gwozdz’s Holy Souls  

Tue 1st  10am  
Streamed online 
Tony Galvin Holy Souls  
 

Wed 2nd  10am 
Streamed online 
Myria Anderson’s Holy Souls   

Thu 3rd  10am   

Streamed online 

St. Francis Xavier, Priest  

Peter Marsh Intentions  

Fri 4th  
No Mass 

St John Damascene, Priest 
& Doctor 

 

Please note that mass intentions as set out above 
may not always be read out, but the intention is 
offered 

RC HOSPITAL CHAPLAIN   
Contact Tel: Mobile: 07876 526935 Lister 01438 
285518,  

St. JOHN’S SCHOOL is our Catholic Parish Primary 

School.  contact the Head teacher, Thomas 

Timson on 01462 892478 to make an appointment. 

The school website is 

http://www.stjohns4.herts.sch.uk/index.html 

NEWSLETTER -If there is anything you would like 
to see included in the newsletter, please email 
the following address by Tuesday evening of the 
week you would like to see it in print:  
baldock.rcc@ntlworld.com.  
The Wednesday Word is now available on this 
link page: 
http://www.wednesdayword.org/school/index.htm 

REPOSITORY 
Christmas is coming despite the dreaded 
coronavirus! We have a good selection of 
Christmas cards, candles, Advent calendars and 
other items, all at reasonable prices. They are on 
sale in the Repository at the back of the church 
and will be there when lockdown is over. Please 
place any money in the cash box on the table. 

Please remember in your prayers: 

 

We pray especially for the sick of the parish and 
for those who care for and support them, 
especially, Angela Gray, Mairead Kirke, and Dick 
Worbey. We remember those who have died 
recently; Mary & Richard  Hill, Chris Windebank 
and Margaret Doyle and all those whose 
anniversaries occur about this time: Edith Gore, 
James Davey, Annette Cordery, John Monaghan, 
Kenneth Pound, Giuseppe Gelmini, Doris Smale 
Ann Gentle and  Robert Austin. 

Act of Spiritual Communion: 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in this 
Holy Sacrament of the altar. I love you above all 
things and I passionately desire to receive you 
into my soul. Since I cannot now receive you 
sacramentally, come spiritually into my soul so 
that I may unite myself wholly to you now and 
forever.  Amen 

CHURCHES FINANCES & COLLECTION 
A word of thanks to all those people who have 
donated for the upkeep of the Parish in one way 
or another. There are several ways to support the 
Parish. One of them is via a standing order, which 
is easy to set up and easy to stop, if you want to, 
when this difficult period has passed. Please use 
the bank account details from our website below 
to set up the standing order if you use online 
banking, or you can also write to, telephone or 
visit your bank as well. You can also donate via 
the website. Or, of course, you can contribute 
after mass in the Collection Plates provided.  
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/baldock/donate/. 
Fr. Denis would like to thank everyone for 
their generosity during this time of pandemic 

FIRST CONFESSION AND FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 
2021 PROGRAMME 

 
(open to any child in Year 3 or above)  
The next programme will be commencing in December 
with a welcome meeting and regular sessions starting 
in January 2021. Application forms will be 
available from Sunday 25th October.  If you have any 
questions please contact Fr. Denis. Many thanks Jo 

Chrysandreas  

 

mailto:Baldock@rcdow.org.uk
http://www.stjohns4.herts.sch.uk/index.html
mailto:baldock.rcc@ntlworld.com
http://www.wednesdayword.org/school/index.htm
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/baldock/donate/
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/baldock/donate/


ADVENT CALENDAR REFLECTIONS (from CAFOD) 

29
th

 November 
“Be on your guard, stay awake, because you 
never know when the time will come”  
 Mark 13:33 
 As Advent starts today and we begin our countdown 
to Christmas, we are reminded that this season is 
not just a time for preparing to celebrate Christ‘s 
birth. 
We are reminded that we are also waiting in hope 
and expectation for Christ who is to come. 
Advent prayer 
Eternal God,   
you will come when we do not expect you.    
Help us to welcome you now in one another,    
to reach out to our sisters and brothers   
who are in need of care and support.   
In this way may we be found ready,   
when you come again in glory.    
Amen.   

29
th

 November 

“Be on your guard, stay awake, because you 
never know when the time will come”  

 Mark 13:33 

 As Advent starts today and we begin our countdown 
to Christmas, we are reminded that this season is 
not just a time for preparing to celebrate Christ‘s 
birth. 

We are reminded that we are also waiting in hope 
and expectation for Christ who is to come. 

Advent prayer 

Eternal God,   
you will come when we do not expect you.    
Help us to welcome you now in one another,    
to reach out to our sisters and brothers   
who are in need of care and support.   
In this way may we be found ready,   
when you come again in glory.    
Amen.   

30
th

 November 

“I tell you solemnly, nowhere in Israel have I 
found faith like this.” Matthew 8:10 

Jesus is surprised by the faith of the centurion, who 
believes that Jesus can heal his servant even from a 
distance. 

Faith gives us the courage to reach out to God for 
help when we most need it, for we are confident we 
can trust in him. 

Advent prayer 

God of all, strengthen our faith in the most difficult 
of times. Comfort us, heal us and fill us with your 
love so that we may also reach out to others. Amen. 

1
st
 December  

“For he shall save the poor when they cry”  

Psalm 71:12 

The Psalmist speaks of a world where peace and 
justice flourish, where all those who are struggling 
can get the support and help they need. 

But how do we make this vision, this song of praise, 
a reality in our world today? How do we play our 

part, allowing God to work through us and respond 
to the cry of the poor? 

Advent prayer 

Saving God, you hear all those who cry out to you. 
Move us, inspire us and work through us. Help us to 
play our part in your loving response to those who 
are vulnerable. Amen. 

2
nd

 December  

“I feel sorry for all these people; they have been 
with me for three days now and have nothing to 
eat.” 

Matthew 15:32 

Jesus has been surrounded by a large crowd of 
people for three days. They are all hungry and tired 
and he is filled with compassion for them. 

This compassion is not just a feeling of sympathy. It 
spurs Jesus to action. He takes the food that the 
disciples have to offer, blesses and breaks it and 
shares it amongst the people. They all eat as much 
as they want. 

Advent prayer 

Compassionate God, as we see the needs of others 
may we be moved to reach out in love to them, so 
that all your people may have enough. Amen. 

3
rd

 December 

“Rain came down, floods rose, gales blew and 
struck that house, and it fell” 

Matthew 7:27 

In today‘s gospel, Jesus tells his story to emphasize 
how important it is, not just to listen to his word, 
but also to act on it. 

And so this Advent, we spend time reflecting on 
what it is we are being called to do. We listen to 
God‘s word, and we think about what it means for 
how we live our lives today, how we can care for our 
world, and for our sisters and brothers who are 
vulnerable, no matter where they are. 

Advent prayer 

God our refuge, we pray that all your people may 
have somewhere safe to shelter from the storm. May 
we listen to your word and act upon it, today and 
always. Amen. 

4
th

 December 

“Do you believe I can do this?” Matthew 9:28 

In today‘s reading Jesus asks two blind men if they 
believe that he can heal them. They do, and so 
because of their faith, Jesus enables them to see 
again. 

The faith of the two men brings about a wonderful 
change. It is because of their faith that Jesus agrees 
to do this extraordinary thing for them, giving them 
their sight. 

What wonderful things could come to pass because 
of our faith? What could be achieved if we really 
believe? 

Advent prayer 

God of life, strengthen our faith, and grant us the 
courage stand up for what we believe is right, 
bringing change to our lives and the lives of others. 
Amen. 

 


