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Kingdom Come 

The kingdom of heaven is at hand," John 
proclaims. And the Liturgy today paints us a vivid 
portrait of our new king and the shape of the 
kingdom He has come to bring. The Lord whom 
John prepares the way for in today's Gospel is the 
righteous king prophesied in today's First Reading 
and Psalm. He is the king's son, the son of David—
a shoot from the root of Jesse, David's father. He 
will be the Messiah, anointed with the Holy Spirit, 
endowed with the seven gifts of the Spirit—
wisdom, understanding, counsel, strength, 
knowledge, piety and fear of the Lord. 

In Christ, God confirms His oath to Israel's 
patriarchs, Paul tells us in today's Epistle. But no 
longer are God's promises reserved solely for the 
children of Abraham. The Gentiles, too, will 
glorify God for His mercy. Once strangers, in 
Christ they will be included in "the covenants of 
promise" John delivers this same message in the 
Gospel. Once God's chosen people were hewn 
from the rock of Abraham. Now, God will raise up 
living stones —children of Abraham born not of 
flesh and blood but of the Spirit. This is the 
meaning of the fiery baptism He brings making us 
royal heirs of the kingdom of heaven, the Church. 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES 
Whilst there is no obligation to attend Mass on 
Christmas Day, many people will want to 
celebrate the birth of Christ.  
One way in which more people can participate in 
the „days of the Nativity of the Lord‟ is by 
attending Mass during the Christmas Octave, from 
Christmas Day until the Solemnity of Mary, Mother 
of God on 1 January. The meaning of the Octave 
and Christmastide, which extends until the Feast 
of the Baptism of the Lord, has been lost and 
could be recovered during this period of time. 
Participation in the Octave will enable people to 
celebrate the rich liturgy of the Feasts that occur 

during the eight days. This will of course depend 
on the generosity of those who steward and clean 
the church.   
Over the period of Christmas Eve until 28th 
December, the government is planning to relax 
rules so that “bubbles” are expanded to include 
three households. This will enable people who are 
families or friends, and are in the same Christmas 
“bubble”, to sit together in the church and create 
more available space for others. 
I recognise that celebrating Christmas this year 
will be a challenge in many different ways. Many 
families will also have to face the pain of 
bereavement following the death of one of their 
members during the year. Grief will be more 
keenly felt at Christmas and the desire to pray, 
visit the crib, or light a candle will be more 
earnest. I pray for you that the hope given by the 
Incarnation and the birth of Christ will continue 
to be a light shining in the darkness.   
Bishop John Sherrington  

CHRISTMAS  SERVICES 

RECONCILATION  
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is available 
before mass and after mass. Please do ask Fr. 
Denis if you would like to celebrate the 
Sacrament of reconciliation.  

CHRISTMAS EVE Thursday   24th December 
6.30 pm & 8.30pm the Mass of the  
Nativity of the Lord. 
CHRISTMAS DAY 
Friday 25th December  
Mass at 8.30am & 10.30am, & 12 noon  
Blessing of the Children’s toys at 10.30 mass 

St Stephens Day  
Saturday 26th December 10am Mass    

28th Dec Monday through to 31st Dec Thursday 
masses at 10am  

NEW YEAR’S DAY 
Mary The Holy Mother of God 
Friday 1st January 10am 

THE FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY  
Wednesday 6th January 10am  

A word of thanks to all those who have given of 
their time cleaning and stewarding the church; 
please do sign up to volunteer.  
The services can only take place with the 
generosity of those who steward and clean 

PRAYER FOR THE SECOND WEEK OF ADVENT 

LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE 

Come Lord Jesus, come and let your light shine 
through us so that through our actions we may be 

salt for the earth, a light in people’s sight and 
that we might reach out to you in one another, 

especially those in need. Amen. 

  



VOUCHERS FOR FOOD BANK  
The season of hope-filled waiting takes on a 
whole new significance in 2020! We wait with joy 
for the Lord, the hope of the world. We are called 
to reach out with love to our sisters and brothers 
in need, sharing our hope for a world 
transformed.There are so many families and 
individuals locally who are struggling at this time, 
help is available through the Letchworth Food 
Bank, https://letchworth.foodbank.org.uk  where 
there is a voucher referral system.  
There are various ways in which we can help. 
Local supermarkets have collection points where 
you can donate food, laundry, toiletry items or 
even a Christmas foodie-treat that you‟ve bought 
in store.   
If it‟s difficult to donate goods to a food bank, the 
Trussell trust handles food banks and donations 
can be done on their website 
https://www.trusselltrust.org/ 
There is also the Need project 
www.theneedproject.co.uk 

PARISH MASS ON-LINE 
Fr. Denis is still celebrating mass online, every 
Saturday night 6.30pm vigil mass, & Wednesday 
morning mass at 10am, which is available through 
the parish Facebook page: 
Catholic Church of the Holy Trinity and  
St Augustine of Canterbury. 
For more information please go to the parish 
website page 
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/baldock 
Email address: Baldock@rcdow.org.uk 

 

Sat 5th  

6.30pm 

Vigil Mass 

Streamed online  

Geraldine Carter  

Holy Souls  

Sun 6th  
8.30am 

10.30am 

Betty Knight RIP  

Eilish Hislop Holy Souls  

Mon 7th 7pm Marie Shanahan RIP  

Tue 8th   No mass 

The Immaculate 
conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 
Kathleen & Patrick 
Sarsfield RIP  

Wed 9th   10am 

Streamed online 

Pamela Winters’ holy 

Souls intentions  

Thu 10th   No Mass  Maura Henney  

Fri11th  No Mass Friday abstinence  

Please note that mass intentions as set out above 
may not always be read out, but the intention is 
offered 

St. JOHN’S SCHOOL is our Catholic Parish Primary 
School.  contact the Head teacher, Thomas 
Timson on 01462 892478 to make an appointment. 
The school website is: 
http://www.stjohns4.herts.sch.uk/index.html 

RC HOSPITAL CHAPLAIN   
Contact Tel: Mobile: 07876 526935 Lister 01438 
285518,  

NEWSLETTER -If there is anything you would like 
to see included in the newsletter, please email 
the following address by Tuesday evening of the 
week you would like to see it in print:  
baldock.rcc@ntlworld.com.  
The Wednesday Word is now available on this 
link page: 
http://www.wednesdayword.org/school/index.htm 

IDEAS FOR HELPING OUR CHILDREN PREPARE 
THROUGH ADVENT: How about making your own 
nativity scene using a cardboard carton?   Go to 
our church website and click on the link: „Make 
your own nativity scene.‟ NB: An adult needs to 
cut out the pieces with a craft knife. 
Cafod have created an online advent calendar: 

https://cafod.org.uk/Pray/Advent-calendar 

REPOSITORY 
Christmas is coming despite the dreaded 
coronavirus! We have a good selection of 
Christmas cards, candles, Advent calendars and 
other items, all at reasonable prices. They are on 
sale in the Repository at the back of the church 
and will be there when lockdown is over. Please 
place any money in the cash box on the table. 

Please remember in your prayers: 

 
We pray especially for the sick of the parish and 
for those who care for and support them, 
especially, Angela Gray, Mairead Kirke, and Dick 
Worbey. We remember those who have died 
recently; Mary & Richard  Hill, Chris Windebank 
and Margaret Doyle and all those whose 
anniversaries occur about this time: Gerald Rose, 
Nora Manson, Agnes Taylor, John Wakeling,  John 
Monnelly, Alexander Manson, Patricia Newsham, 
Gerald Barrett, John McKee, Amilcare Moscovita, 
Graham Morrisroe, Constance Johnson, Constance 
Young, and Nora Clark.  

CHURCHES FINANCES & COLLECTION 
A word of thanks to all those people who have 
donated for the upkeep of the Parish in one way 
or another. There are several ways to support the 
Parish. One of them is via a standing order, which 
is easy to set up and easy to stop, if you want to, 
when this difficult period has passed. Please use 
the bank account details from our website below 
to set up the standing order if you use online 
banking, or you can also write to, telephone or 
visit your bank as well. You can also donate via 
the website. Or, of course, you can contribute 
after mass in the Collection Plates provided.  
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/baldock/donate/. 
Fr. Denis would like to thank everyone for 
their generosity during this time of pandemic 
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