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COME LORD JESUS 
The Fourth Sunday of Advent falls during the 
second part of Advent when there is an increase 
in pace, intensity and expectation.  The use of 
the O antiphons on the seven days preceding 
Christmas Eve at the Gospel Acclamation 
contributes to the heightened sense of waiting. 
Each of these titles may be used to refer to Jesus 
and in fact together they form a miniature litany: 
Wisdom from above, Lord, Root of Jesse, Key of 
David, Rising Sun, King of nations Emmanuel.  

Every year at Christmas the Church waits again 
through the Liturgy the coming of Christ. The 
Christ-mass, is the centre of this expectation. 
Jesus has come once at Bethlehem, and He will 
come again in glory. In the meantime he comes to 
whoever opens their heart to receive him. He is in 
the joys and sorrows of each day. He is in his 
Word, in the Eucharist, and in his people. He is in 
the least of his brothers and sisters. He is in the 
place where he is least expected. He is there 
beside the one who is suffering in solitude which 
comes from the fact that he suffered himself. 

He is Emmanuel God with us, which is the last of 
the O antiphons titles given to him by the prophet 
Isaiah in today’s readings.  He is always by our 
side; but we ask him to come again to each of us, 
to deepen our faith this Christmas.   

Come, Lord Jesus, come soon. In this time of your 
coming, support and console us who trust in your 
love.  Fr Denis 
PRAYER FOR THE FOURTH WEEK OF ADVENT 
 A Prayer for Love 
Holy Father, thank you for the gift of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, your greatest gift of love to your 
people. Fill my heart with such love, opening my 
heart to accept your great love for me. Overflow 
my heart with your love, so I may pour it out into 
the world. Amen 
 

ADVENT REFLECTION ON RECONCILIATION  
As we wait in joyful anticipation of Christ’s 
coming, going to confession during Advent gives 
us an opportunity to truly prepare the way to 
welcome the king of kings into our hearts this 
Christmas. 
God loves each of us unconditionally and calls us 
his children. In the light of his love for us, the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation offers the 
opportunity for us to recognise our sins, and be 
renewed by his loving mercy and forgiveness. It 
allows us to place the broken areas in our lives 
into the healing hands of the gentle, merciful and 
compassionate God who wants to free us from 
anxiety, fear, and the many other burdens we 
may be carrying. Confession cleanses our souls so 
that we are at peace with God. God completely 
forgives us all of our sins and offers us his healing 
grace ‘Go in peace’. The second after absolution 
is like having a shower after playing sports or like 
waking up on a sunlit summer morning. God 
cleanses us through his forgiveness and anoints us 
with his healing; giving us renewed strength to 
continue on our walk of faith. 

 

CHRISTMAS  SERVICES 

RECONCILATION  
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is available 
before mass and after mass. Please do ask Fr. 
Denis if you would like to celebrate the 
Sacrament of reconciliation.  

CHRISTMAS EVE Thursday   24th December 
6.30 pm & 8.30pm the Mass of the  
Nativity of the Lord. 
CHRISTMAS DAY 
Friday 25th December  
Mass at 8.30am & 10.30am, & 12 noon  
Blessing of the Children’s toys at 10.30 mass 

St Stephens Day  
Saturday 26th December 10am Mass    

28th Dec Monday through to 31st Dec Thursday 
masses at 10am  

NEW YEAR’S DAY 
Mary The Holy Mother of God 
Friday 1st January 10am 

THE FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY  
Wednesday 6th January 10am  

A word of thanks to all those who have given of 
their time cleaning and stewarding the church; 
please do sign up to volunteer.  
The services can only take place with the 
generosity of those who steward and clean 

BOOKING IN FOR MASS  
For all services in church you will you need to 
book in online. If the mass is full you cannot use 
the sign in book at the back of church. This is of 

  



course a difficult thing to say that mass is now 
limited to 85 people per mass. The Christmas Eve 
services are now fully booked.  
 

PARISH MASS ON-LINE 
Fr. Denis is still celebrating mass online, every 
Saturday night 6.30pm vigil mass, & Wednesday 
morning mass at 10am, which is available through 
the parish Facebook page: 
Catholic Church of the Holy Trinity and  
St Augustine of Canterbury. 
For more information please go to the parish 
website page 
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/baldock 
Email address: Baldock@rcdow.org.uk 

 

Sat 19th  

6.30pm 

Vigil Mass 

Streamed online  

 Sarah Lemmon- holy 

souls intentions  

Sun 20th 
8.30am 

10.30am 

Denis King RIP  

May Smith RIP  

Mon 21st 7pm 
Kathleen &  

Patsy Heaney  

Tue 22nd   
No mass in 

church  
AnnTierney Holy 
Souls intentions  

Wed 23rd   10am 
Streamed online 

Lee Paterson RIP  

Thu 24th   
6.30 pm 

8.30 pm 

Nativity Mass of the 

Lord 

Fri 25th  

8.30 am 

10.30 am 

12.00 

Noon 

Theresa Mc Lennan  

Ann Nugent  

 

 

Please note that mass intentions as set out above 
may not always be read out, but the intention is 
offered 

St. JOHN’S SCHOOL is our Catholic Parish Primary 
School.  contact the Head teacher, Thomas 
Timson on 01462 892478 to make an appointment. 
The school website is: 
http://www.stjohns4.herts.sch.uk/index.html 

RC HOSPITAL CHAPLAIN   
Contact Tel: Mobile: 07876 526935 Lister 01438 
285518,  

NEWSLETTER -If there is anything you would like 
to see included in the newsletter, please email 
the following address by Tuesday evening of the 
week you would like to see it in print:  
baldock.rcc@ntlworld.com.  
The Wednesday Word is now available on this 
link page: 
http://www.wednesdayword.org/school/index.htm 

MISSIO - RED MISSION BOXES Because of the 
nature of this year, it hasn't always been possible 
to get the boxes emptied and the total for this 
year has been considerably less. If you can get to 
church, please bring your box and leave it in the 

large plastic box at the back of the church. You 
can collect your 2021 calendar from there also. If 
you can't get to church and would like your box 
emptied (every little helps!) please phone 01462 
618131 or email marywaldren@yahoo.co.uk and I 
will arrange to come and collect it. Many thanks 
for your continued support for the Missions. 

Please remember in your prayers: 

 
We pray especially for the sick of the parish and 
for those who care for and support them, 
especially, Angela Gray, Mairead Kirke, and Dick 
Worbey. We remember those who have died 
recently; Carolina Scarinzi  and all those whose 
anniversaries occur about this time: Maggie 
Tuthill, Dennis King,  Ellen McGuinness, Andrij 
Hnatiw, Herbert Rigby, Barbara Maraldo, Patricia 
Gray, Emma  Targett, Catherine Wilson, Arthur 
Smith,  James McTigue, Rosa Gelmini,  Ermelinda 
Lowrey, Matthias Hofmeister, Shirley Balls, 
Dora Noonan, Patrick Dowdall and  Norina Brever,  

CHRISTMAS SERVICES 
Whilst there is no obligation to attend Mass on 
Christmas Day, many people will want to 
celebrate the birth of Christ.  
One way in which more people can participate in 
the ‘days of the Nativity of the Lord’ is by 
attending Mass during the Christmas Octave, from 
Christmas Day until the Solemnity of Mary, Mother 
of God on 1 January. The meaning of the Octave 
and Christmastide, which extends until the Feast 
of the Baptism of the Lord, has been lost and 
could be recovered during this period of time. 
Participation in the Octave will enable people to 
celebrate the rich liturgy of the Feasts that occur 
during the eight days. This will of course depend 
on the generosity of those who steward and clean 
the church. I pray for you that the hope given by 
the Incarnation and the birth of Christ will 
continue to be a light shining in the darkness.   
Bishop John Sherrington  

CHURCHES FINANCES & COLLECTION 
A word of thanks to all those people who have 
donated for the upkeep of the Parish in one way 
or another. There are several ways to support the 
Parish. One of them is via a standing order, which 
is easy to set up and easy to stop, if you want to, 
when this difficult period has passed. Please use 
the bank account details from our website below 
to set up the standing order if you use online 
banking, or you can also write to, telephone or 
visit your bank as well. You can also donate via 
the website. Or, of course, you can contribute 
after mass in the Collection Plates provided.  
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/baldock/donate/. 
Fr. Denis would like to thank everyone for 
their generosity during this time of pandemic 
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