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The Anointing  Reflects on the Feast of the 
Baptism of the Lord 
The Liturgy last week revealed the mystery of 
God’s plan—that in Jesus all peoples, symbolized 
by the magi, have been made ―co-heirs‖ to the 
blessings promised to Israel. This week, we’re 
shown how we claim our inheritance. 
Jesus doesn’t submit to John’s baptism as a sinner 
in need of purification. He humbles Himself to 
pass through Jordan’s waters in order to lead a 
new ―exodus‖—opening up the promised land of 
heaven so that all peoples can hear the words 
pronounced over Jesus today, words once 
reserved only for Israel and its king: that each of 
us is a beloved son or daughter of God  
Jesus is the chosen servant Isaiah prophesies in 
today’s First Reading, anointed with the Spirit to 
make things right and just on earth. God puts His 
Spirit upon Jesus to make Him ―a covenant of 
the people,‖ the liberator of the captives, the 
light to the nations. Jesus, today’s Second 
Reading tells us, is the One long expected in 
Israel, ―anointed . . . with the Holy Spirit and 
power.‖ 
The word Messiah means ―one anointed‖ with 
God’s Spirit. King David was ―the anointed of the 
God of Jacob‖ (see 2 Samuel 23:1–17; Psalm 
18:51; 132:10, 17). The prophets taught Israel to 
await a royal offshoot of David, upon whom the 
Spirit would rest (see Isaiah 11:1–2; Daniel 9:25). 
That’s why people of the whole Judean 
countryside and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
were going out to John. But it isn’t John they’re 
looking for. God confirms with His own voice what 
the Angel earlier told Mary—Jesus is the Son of 
the Most High, come to claim the throne of David 
forever (see Luke 1:32–33). 
In the Baptism that He brings, the voice of God 
will hover over the waters as fiery flame, as we 
sing in today’s Psalm. He has sanctified the 
waters, made them a passage—a way to healing 
and freedom—a fountain of new birth and 
everlasting life. 

 
 

Pope Francis Has Advice for Families on 
Feast of Holy Family  
Please, Thank You, I am Sorry 
Pope Francis offered some common sense but 
profound advice for families during his Angelus 
Address on December 27, 2020, the Feast of the 
Holy Family. 
In light of the pandemic restrictions, the Holy 
Father spoke from the Library of the Apostolic 
Palace, focusing on families both before and after 
praying the noonday Angelus with the faithful 
connect via social media around the world. 
―In imitation of the Holy Family, we are called to 
rediscover the educational value of the family 
unit: it must be founded on the love that always 
regenerates relationships, opening up horizons of 
hope,‖ the Pope said. ―Within the family, one can 
experience sincere communion when it is a house 
of prayer, when the affections are serious, 
profound, pure, when forgiveness prevails over 
discord, when the daily harshness of life is 
softened by mutual tenderness and serene 
adherence to God’s will. In this way, the family 
opens itself to the joy that God gives to all those 
who know how to give joyfully.‖ 
The Holy Father suggested three short phrases to 
help avoid ―cold war‖ in the family: Please, 
Thank You, I am Sorry ―If in a family, in the 
family environment there are these three words, 
the family is fine,‖ Francis said. 
After the Angelus, he offered particular thoughts 
about families, noting the challenges faced during 
the pandemic and a difficult year. 
―My thoughts turn in particular to the families 
who, during these months, have lost a loved one 
or have been affected by the consequences of the 
pandemic.,‖ Pope Francis continued. ―I think also 
of the doctors, nurses, and all healthcare 
professionals whose great example on the front 
line in fighting the spread of the virus has had 
significant repercussions on family life. 
―And today I entrust all families to the Lord, 
especially those most tried by life’s difficulties 
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and by the scourges of misunderstanding and 
division. May the Lord, born in Bethlehem, grant 
them all the serenity and strength to walk 
together in the way of goodness.‖ 
BOOKING IN FOR MASS  
For all services in church you will you need to 
book in online. If the mass is full you cannot use 
the sign in book at the back of church. 

PARISH MASS ON-LINE 
Fr. Denis is still celebrating mass online, every 
Saturday night 6.30pm vigil mass, & Wednesday 
morning mass at 10am, which is available through 
the parish Facebook page: 
Catholic Church of the Holy Trinity and  
St Augustine of Canterbury. 
For more information please go to the parish 
website page 
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/baldock 
Email address: Baldock@rcdow.org.uk 

 

Sat 9th  

6.30pm 

Vigil Mass 

Streamed online  

Eleen & Sean Kissane 

Sun 10th 
8.30am 

10.30am 

Shirley Balls RIP 

Ron Mee RIP 

Mon 11th 7pm  Mr & Mrs Walker 

Tue 12th   
No mass in 

church  
 

Wed 13th   10am 
St Hilary, Bishop 
Rose Dowsett Intentions 

Thu 14th   
No mass in 

church 
 

Fri 15th   

Please note that mass intentions as set out above 
may not always be read out, but the intention is 
offered 

St. JOHN’S SCHOOL is our Catholic Parish Primary 
School.  contact the Head teacher, Thomas 
Timson on 01462 892478 to make an appointment. 
The school website is: 
http://www.stjohns4.herts.sch.uk/index.html 

RC HOSPITAL CHAPLAIN   
Contact Tel: Mobile: 07876 526935 Lister 01438 
285518,  

NEWSLETTER -If there is anything you would like 
to see included in the newsletter, please email 
the following address by Tuesday evening of the 
week you would like to see it in print:  
baldock.rcc@ntlworld.com.  
The Wednesday Word is now available on this 
link page: 
http://www.wednesdayword.org/school/index.htm 

MISSIO - RED MISSION BOXES Because of the 
nature of this year, it hasn't always been possible 
to get the boxes emptied and the total for this 
year has been considerably less. If you can get to 
church, please bring your box and leave it in the 
large plastic box at the back of the church. You 
can collect your 2021 calendar from there also. If 

you can't get to church and would like your box 
emptied (every little helps!) please phone 01462 
618131 or email marywaldren@yahoo.co.uk and I 
will arrange to come and collect it. Many thanks 
for your continued support for the Missions. 

Please remember in your prayers: 

 
We pray especially for the sick of the parish and 
for those who care for and support them, 
especially, Angela Gray, Mairead Kirke, and Dick 
Worbey. We remember those who have died 
recently; Carolina Scarinzi  and all those whose 
anniversaries occur about this time: Amilcare 
Moscovita; Graham Morrisroe; Constance Johnson; 
Constance Young; Nora Clark; Mary Connors; Mary 
Anne O’Neill; Maria Davey; Suzanne Burrows; 
Barbara Robbins; Mary Tresigneme; Emily 
Kennedy; Joseph Rurojc; Michael Salisbury; Albert 
Wallace; Brigid Bousfield; Josephine Cornish; Kate 
McCab 

Pope Francis’ prayer to Mary for the pandemic  
In the present tragic situation, when the whole 
world is prey to suffering and anxiety, we fly to 
you Mother of God and seek refuge under your 
protection. 
Virgin Mother turn your merciful eyes toward us 
amid this coronavirus pandemic Comfort those 
who are distraught and mourn their loved ones 
who have died. Be close to those who are 
concerned for their loved ones who are sick and 
who, in order to prevent the spread of the disease 
cannot be close to them.  
Mary, Consolation of the afflicted, embrace all 
your children in distress and pray that God will 
stretch out his all-powerful hand and free us from 
this terrible pandemic, so that life can resume its 
normal course. 
To you, who shine on our journey as a sign of 
salvation and hope, do we entrust ourselves, O 
Clement, O Loving, O Sweet Virgin Mary. 
Amen 

CHURCHES FINANCES & COLLECTION 
A word of thanks to all those people who have 
donated for the upkeep of the Parish in one way 
or another. There are several ways to support the 
Parish. One of them is via a standing order, which 
is easy to set up and easy to stop, if you want to, 
when this difficult period has passed. Please use 
the bank account details from our website below 
to set up the standing order if you use online 
banking, or you can also write to, telephone or 
visit your bank as well. You can also donate via 
the website. Or, of course, you can contribute 
after mass in the Collection Plates provided.  
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/baldock/donate/. 
Fr. Denis would like to thank everyone for 
their generosity during this time of pandemic                             
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