
THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

24
th

 January 2021 

Following Him: 

 
The calling of the brothers in today’s Gospel 
evokes Elisha’s commissioning by the prophet 
Elijah. 
As Elijah comes upon Elisha working on his family’s 
farm, so Jesus sees the brothers working by the 
seaside. And as Elisha left his mother and father to 
follow Elijah, so the brothers leave their father to 
come after Jesus. 
Jesus’ promise—to make them “fishers of men”—
evokes Israel’s deepest hopes. The prophet 
Jeremiah announced a new exodus in which God 
would send “many fishermen” to restore the 
Israelites from exile, as once He brought them out 
of slavery in Egypt. 
By Jesus’ Cross and Resurrection, this new exodus 
has begun. And the apostles are the first of a new 
people of God, the Church—a new family, based 
not on blood ties, but on belief in Jesus and a 
desire to do the Father’s will. 
From now on, even our most important worldly 
concerns—family relations, occupations, and 
possessions—must be judged in light of the Gospel, 
Paul says in today’s Epistle. 
The first word of Jesus’ Gospel—repent—means we 
must totally change our way of thinking and living, 
turning from evil, doing all for the love of God. 
And we should be consoled by Nineveh’s 
repentance in today’s First Reading. Even the 
wicked Nineveh could repent at Jonah’s 
preaching. And in Jesus we have “something 
greater than Jonah”). We have God come as our 
saviour, to show sinners the way, as we sing in 
today’s Psalm. This should give us hope—that 
loved ones who remain far from God will find 
compassion if they turn to Him. 

But we, too, must continue along the path of 
repentance—striving daily to pattern our lives 
after His. 

THE YEAR OF ST. JOSEPH.8.12.20 – 8.12.21 

 

 

PRAYER TO SAINT JOSEPH 

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, 
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
To you God entrusted his only Son; 

in you Mary placed her trust; 
with you Christ became man. 

Blessed Joseph, to us too, 
show yourself a father 

and guide us in the path of life. 
Obtain for us grace, mercy, and courage, 
and defend us from every evil.  Amen. 

Pope Francis announced a Year of St. Joseph in honor 
of the 150th anniversary of the saint’s 
proclamation as patron of the Universal 
Church. The decree said that Francis had 
established a Year of St. Joseph so that “every 
member of the faithful, following his example, 
may strengthen their life of faith daily in the 
complete fulfillment of God’s will.” The pope 
explained in the letter, entitled  Patris 
corde  (“With a father’s heart”) that he wanted to 
share some “personal reflections” on the spouse of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

“My desire to do so increased during these months 
of pandemic,” he said, noting that many people 
had made hidden sacrifices during the crisis in 
order to protect others. “Each of us can discover 
in Joseph -- the man who goes unnoticed, a daily, 
discreet and hidden presence -- an intercessor, a 
support and a guide in times of trouble,” he 
wrote. 

“St. Joseph reminds us that those who appear 
hidden or in the shadows can play an 
incomparable role in the history of salvation.” 

“In his relationship to Jesus, Joseph was the 
earthly shadow of the heavenly Father: he 
watched over him and protected him, never 
leaving him to go his own way.”  Francis said that 
the contemporary world required examples of true 
fatherhood. 

 

  



BOOKING IN FOR MASS  
For all services in church you will you need to 
book in online. If the mass is full you cannot use 
the sign in book at the back of church. 

PARISH MASS ON-LINE 

Fr. Denis is still celebrating mass online, every 
Saturday night 6.30pm vigil mass, & Wednesday 
morning mass at 10am, which is available through 
the parish Facebook page: 

Catholic Church of the Holy Trinity and  
St Augustine of Canterbury. 

For more information please go to the parish 
website page 
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/baldock 

Email address: Baldock@rcdow.org.uk 

Sat 23rd 
6.30pm 

Vigil Mass 
Mrs T Foy & Family 

Sun 24th  
8.30am 

10.30am 

Anniversary of Episcopal 

Ordination of Cardinal 

Vincent Nichols  

Patricia O’Byrne RIP 

Mon 25th  7pm Conversion of St. Paul 

Tue 26th   
No mass in 

church  
Ss Timothy & Titus 

Wed 27th    10am 
St. Angela Merici 

Anita Green RIP 

Thu 28th   
No mass in 

church 
St. Thomas Aquinas 

Fri 29th    

Please note that mass intentions as set out above 
may not always be read out, but the intention is 
offered. 

ST. JOHN’S SCHOOL is our Catholic Parish Primary 
School.  Please contact the Head teacher,    
Thomas Timson on 01462 892478 to make an 
appointment. The school website is: 
http://www.stjohns4.herts.sch.uk/index.html 

RC HOSPITAL CHAPLAIN   
Contact Tel: Mobile: 07876 526935 Lister 01438 
285518,  

The Conversion of St. Paul painted by Caravaggio 

 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 

Happiness keeps you sweet 

Trials keep you strong 

Sorrows keep you human 

Failures keep you humble 

Success keeps you glowing 

But only God keeps you going. 

Please remember in your prayers: 

 
We pray especially for the sick of the parish and 
for those who care for and support them, 
especially, Angela Gray, Mairead Kirke, Betty 
Hororan and Dick Worbey. We remember those 
who have died recently; Aidan Prendergast, Maria 
Barker and Pat Collins and all those whose 

anniversaries occur about this time : Bridget 
Lynch; Frances Scully; Osythe Corry; Timothy 
Madden; Penelope Gardener; Timothy Scully; 
Eva Burgess; John O’Leary; Boleslaw 
Kuczynski; Margaret Barkley; Claude Geary; 
Joseph Craster; Erna Wells; James (Seamus) 
Duff; Carmela Martin; Matthew Bolton; Daniel 
Sheehan. 

CHURCHES FINANCES & COLLECTION 
A word of thanks to all those people who have 
donated for the upkeep of the Parish in one way or 
another. There are several ways to support the 
Parish. One of them is via a standing order, which 
is easy to set up and easy to stop, if you want to, 
when this difficult period has passed. Please use 
the bank account details from our website below 
to set up the standing order if you use online 
banking, or you can also write to, telephone or 
visit your bank as well. You can also donate via 
the website. Or, of course, you can contribute 
after mass in the Collection Plates provided.  
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/baldock/donate/. 
Fr. Denis would like to thank everyone for 
their generosity during this time of pandemic    

The Wednesday Word is now available on this 
link page: 
http://www.wednesdayword.org/school/index.
htm 
 
NEWSLETTER -If there is anything you would 
like to see included in the newsletter, please 
email the following address by Tuesday evening 
of the week you would like to see it in print:  
baldock.rcc@ntlworld.com. 
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