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The “Hour” Comes 
Our readings today are filled with anticipation. 
The days are coming, Jeremiah prophesies in 
today‟s First Reading. The hour has come, Jesus 
says in the Gospel. The new covenant that God 
promised to Jeremiah is made in the “hour” of 
Jesus - in His death, resurrection, and ascension to 
the Father‟s right hand. The prophets said this 
new covenant would return Israel‟s exiled tribes 
from the ends of the world. Jesus too predicted 
His passion would gather the dispersed children of 
God (see John 11:52). But today He promises to 
draw to himself, not only Israelites, but all men 
and women.  
The new covenant is more than a political or 
national restoration. As we sing in today‟s Psalm, 
it is a universal spiritual restoration. In the “hour” 
of Jesus, sinners in every nation can return to the 
Father - to be washed of their guilt and given new 
hearts to love and serve Him. In predicting He will 
be “lifted up,”  Jesus isn‟t describing only His 
coming crucifixion; Isaiah used the same word to 
tell how the Messiah, after suffering for Israel‟s 
sins, would be raised high and greatly exalted  
Elsewhere the term describes how kings are 
elevated above their subjects.  
Troubled in His agony, Jesus didn‟t pray to be 
saved. Instead, as we hear in today‟s Epistle, He 
offered himself to the Father on the cross - as a 
living prayer and supplication. For this, God gave 
Him dominion over heaven and earth. Where He 
has gone we can follow - if we let Him lead us. To 
follow Jesus means hating our lives of sin and 
selfishness. It means trusting in the Father‟s will, 
the law He has written in our hearts.  
Jesus‟ “hour” continues in the Eucharist, where 

we join our sacrifices to His, giving God our lives 

in reverence and obedience 

The Year Of St. Joseph 
A creatively courageous father, example of love 
Patris corde highlights “the creative courage” of 
St. Joseph, which “emerges especially in the way 
we deal with difficulties.” “The carpenter of 
Nazareth,” explains the Pope, was able to turn a 
problem into a possibility by trusting in divine 
providence.” He had to deal with “the concrete 

problems” his Family faced, problems faced by 
other families in the world, and especially those 
of migrants. 
In this sense, St. Joseph is “the special patron of 
all those forced to leave their native lands 
because of war, hatred, persecution and poverty.” 
As the guardian of Jesus and Mary, Joseph cannot 
“be other than the guardian of the Church,” of her 
motherhood, and of the Body of Christ. 
“Consequently, every poor, needy, suffering or 
dying person, every stranger, every prisoner, 
every infirm person is „the child‟ whom Joseph 
continues to protect.” From St Joseph, writes 
Pope Francis, “we must learn… to love the Church 
and the poor”. 
A father who teaches the value, dignity and joy of work 

“A carpenter who earned an honest living to 
provide for his family,” St Joseph also teaches us 
“the value, the dignity and the joy of what it 
means to eat bread that is the fruit of one‟s own 
labour.” This aspect of Joseph‟s character 
provides Pope Francis the opportunity to launch an 
appeal in favour of work, which has become “a 
burning social issue” even in countries with a 
certain level of well-being. “there is a renewed 
need to appreciate the importance of dignified 
work, of which Saint Joseph is an exemplary 
patron,” the Pope writes. 
Work, he says, “is a means of participating in the 
work of salvation, an opportunity to hasten the 
coming of the Kingdom, to develop our talents and 
abilities, and to put them at the service of society 
and fraternal communion.” Those who work, he 
explains, “are cooperating with God himself, and 
in some way become creators of the world around 
us.” Pope Francis encourages everyone “to 
rediscover the value, the importance and the 
necessity of work for bringing about a new 
„normal‟ from which no one is excluded.” 
Especially in light of rising unemployment due to 
the Covid-19 pandemic, the Pope calls everyone to 
“review our priorities” and to express our firm 
conviction that no young person, no person at all, 
no family should be without work!” . 

PLANNED GIVING & GIFT AID  
The envelopes for use wef 11 April will be 
available from 19 March on a table at the Lady 
Altar side of Church, this is to ease congestion. 
If you are a UK tax payer and would like to Gift 
Aid your donation, please speak to Father Denis, 
Catherine or any member of the Finance 
Committee. This also applies if you wish to set up 
a standing order or begin to use envelopes. Please 
remember that for every £1 donated 25p can be 
claimed from HMRC at no cost to the donor. 
If your circumstances have changed and you no 
longer pay UK tax, and so are not able to Gift Aid 
your donation, please let Catherine know. 

  



All personal information is confidential. 
Thank you for your continuing support to parish 
finances, especially during this very challenging 
past year. 

Sat 20th   
6.30pm 

Vigil Mass 

Mass online 

Mike & Eva Burgess RIP 

Sun 21th   
8.30am 

10.30am 

 

 

Mon 22nd   7pm Helen Maloney 

Tue 23rd    
No mass in 

church  
 

Wed 24th    10am Tom Maguire RIP 

Thu 25th    
No mass in 

church 

The Annunciation of 

the Lord 

Fri  26th    Friday Abstinence  

 
Please note that mass intentions as set out above may 
not always be read out, but the intention is offered. 

Holy Hour: Saturday 5.15 – 6.15 pm 
Confessions: Saturday  5.45 – 6.15 pm 
Or by appointment with Fr. Denis 

Family Mass: 1st Sunday   10.30 am 

PARISH MASS ON-LINE 
Fr. Denis is also still celebrating Mass online at 6.30 pm 
every Saturday night for the Vigil Mass, & Wednesday 
morning Mass at 10am. Both are accessible through the 
Parish Facebook page: 
Catholic Church of the Holy Trinity and St Augustine of 
Canterbury 
For more information, please go to the Parish website 
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/baldock 

BOOKING TO ATTEND MASS IN PERSON  
For all services in Church, you need to book 
online, through our website below. If the Mass is 
full, the signing in book at the back of church 
cannot be used. 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

 
We pray especially for the sick of the parish and 
for those who care for and support them, 
especially, Karen O‟Shaughnessy, Angela Gray, 
Mairead Kirke, and Dick Worbey. We remember 
those who have died recently; Anna Sokal, and all 
those whose anniversaries occur about this time: 
Cecilia Parisi; Dominic Manson; Mary Anne 
Doughty; Thomas Mason; Mary Kate Drew; James 
Creamer; Fr Michael Lee; Maria Parisi; Elsie 
Shepherd; Sadie Dyson; Lilian Cook; Peter 
Butterly; Henry Davey. 

NEWSLETTER  If there is anything you would like 
to see included in the newsletter, please email 
the following address by Tuesday evening of the 
week you would like to see it in print:  
baldock.rcc@ntlworld.com 

THE WEDNESDAY WORD IS AVAILABLE VIA THIS 
LINK: 

http://www.wednesdayword.org/school/index.htm 

ST. JOHN’S SCHOOL is our Catholic Parish Primary 
School.  Please contact the Head teacher,    
Thomas Timson on 01462 892478 to make an 
appointment. The school website is: 
http://www.stjohns4.herts.sch.uk/index.html 

RC HOSPITAL CHAPLAIN   
Contact Tel: Mobile: 07876 526935 Lister 01438 
285518.                                        

LENTEN PROGRAMME 

CHILDREN’S STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
during Lent, The Children Stations of the Cross can 
be found online on the parish Facebook page. . 

DAYTIME LENT FAITH SHARING GROUP A weekly, 
Lent, Faith Sharing Group is also running online  

PARISH STUDY GROUPS FOR LENT  

It is planned to run one or more study groups using 
Zoom teleconferencing.  They will be based on a 
new publication 

Holy Week Voices of the Holy Land- Poems and 
Reflections 

https://rcdow.org.uk/faith/news/holy-week-
voices 

The next one is planned for 11.00am on Thursday 
25th march, If you are interested in participating, 
or leading a group yourself, contact John White on 
07803 203459 or email jswhite@cix.co.uk. 

RECONCILIATION 
Will be available for confessions Saturday 20th 
March 10.30-12.30pm.The Blessed Sacrament will 
be exposited during the two hours 

SERVICES FOR HOLY WEEK: 

Holy Thursday 1st April:  

Mass of the Lord‟s Supper at 7.30pm  

Good Friday 2nd April:  

Children‟s Stations of the Cross online  

Celebration of The Lord’s Passion at 3pm  

A day of Fasting & Abstinence 

Easter Vigil 3rd April: begins at sunset at 8.30pm  

Easter Sunday 4th April: at 8.30am & 10.30am 

 
CHURCHES FINANCES & COLLECTION 
A word of thanks to all those who have donated 
for the upkeep of the Parish in one way or 
another. There are several ways to support the 
Parish. One of them is via a standing order, which 
is easy to set up and easy to stop, if you want to, 
when this difficult period has passed. Please use 
the bank account details, available from our 
website below, to set up the standing order if you 
use online banking, or you can write to, telephone 
or visit your bank as well. You can also donate via 
the website. Or, of course, you can contribute 
after mass in the Collection Plates provided.  
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/baldock/donate/. 
Fr. Denis would like to thank everyone for 
their generosity during this time of pandemic. 
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