
SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 

11
th

 April 2021   

 

An extract from the homily of Pope Francis 
delivered at the Easter Vigil 

 

“After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week 
was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 
went to see the tomb” (Mt 28:1). We can picture 
them as they went on their way… They walked like 
people going to a cemetery, with uncertain and 
weary steps, like those who find it hard to believe 
that this is how it all ended. We can picture their 
faces, pale and tearful. And their question: can 
Love have truly died? 
If we try to imagine this scene, we can see in the 
faces of those women any number of other faces: 
the faces of mothers and grandmothers, of 
children and young people who bear the grievous 
burden of injustice and brutality. In their faces we 
can see reflected all those who, walking the 
streets of our cities, feel the pain of dire poverty, 
the sorrow born of exploitation and human 
trafficking. We can also see the faces of those who 
are greeted with contempt because they are 
immigrants, deprived of country, house and 
family. We see faces whose eyes bespeak 
loneliness and abandonment, because their hands 
are creased with wrinkles. Their faces mirror the 
faces of women, mothers, who weep as they see 
the lives of their children crushed by massive 
corruption that strips them of their rights and 
shatters their dreams. By daily acts of selfishness 
that crucify and then bury people‟s hopes. By 
paralyzing and barren bureaucracies that stand in 

the way of change. In their grief, those two 
women reflect the faces of all those who, walking 
the streets of our cities, behold human dignity 
crucified. 
Let us go, then. Let us allow ourselves to be 
surprised by this new dawn and by the newness 
that Christ alone can give. May we allow his 
tenderness and his love to guide our steps. May we 
allow the beating of his heart to quicken our 
faintness of heart. 

DIVINE MERCY IN MY SOUL 
In the year 2000 Our Holy Father Pope John Paul 
instituted a new feast, the Feast of Divine Mercy 
which was celebrated for the first time in 2001 on 
the Second Sunday of Easter. It arises out of a 
series of apparitions which a Polish nun, Sr. 
Faustina, received. Sr. Faustina was born in 
Poland in 1905. When she was twenty years old 
she entered the Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy 
where she lived for the next thirteen years until 
her death on October 5th 1938. She was beatified 
by Pope John Paul II in 1993 and canonized in 
2000. When canonizing her Our Holy Father said, 

“Today my joy is truly great in presenting the life 
and witness of Sr. Faustina to the whole Church as 
a gift of God for our time. By Divine Providence, 
the life of this humble daughter of Poland was 
completely linked with the history of the 
twentieth century, the century we have just left 
behind. In fact, it was between the First and 
Second World Wars that Christ entrusted his 
message of mercy to her. Those who remember, 
who were witnesses and participants in the events 
of those years and the horrible sufferings they 
caused for millions of people know well how 
necessary was this message of mercy‟ 

Jesus speaking to St Faustina said to her: „The 
Feast of Mercy emerged from My very depths of 
tenderness. It is My desire that it be solemnly 
celebrated on the first Sunday after Easter. 
Mankind will not have peace until it turns to the 
Fount of My Mercy. „My daughter, if I demand 
through you that people revere My mercy, you 
should be the first to distinguish yourself by this 
confidence in My mercy. I demand from you deeds 
of mercy, which are to arise out of love for Me. 
You are to show mercy to your neighbours always 
and everywhere. You must not  

shrink from this or try to excuse or absolve 
yourself from it. I am giving you three ways of 
exercising mercy toward your neighbour: the first 
– by deed, the second – by word, the third – by 
prayer. In these three degrees is contained the 
fullness of mercy and it is an unquestionable proof 
of love for Me. Yes the first Sunday after Easter is 
the Feast of Divine Mercy, but there must also be 
acts of mercy, and I demand the worship of My 
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Mercy through the solemn celebration of the Feast 
and through the veneration of the image which is 
painted. By means of this image I shall grant great 
graces to souls. It is to be a reminder of the 
demands of my mercy because even the strongest 
faith is of no avail without works   .Fr Denis 

PLANNED GIVING & GIFT AID  
The envelopes for use from 11th April are 
available on a table at the Lady Altar side of 
Church. If you are a UK tax payer and would like 
to Gift Aid your donation, please speak to Father 
Denis, Catherine or any member of the Finance 
Committee. This also applies if you wish to set up 
a standing order or begin to use envelopes or for 
any changes in your circumstances and you no 
longer pay UK tax, and so are not able to Gift Aid 
your donation, please let Catherine know. All 
personal information is confidential. Thank you for 
your continuing support to parish finances, 
especially during this very challenging past year. 

Sat 10th   6.30 pm People of the Parish 

Sun 11th   
8.30am 

10.30am 

Margaret Lee & the Lee 

Family 

Mon 12th   7pm  

Tue 13th    No mass    

Wed 14th    10am 
John & Catherine 

Willson RIP 

Thu 15th    No mass    

 Fri 16th   No mass A day of abstinence 

Please note that mass intentions as set out above may 
not always be read out, but the intention is offered. 

Holy Hour: Saturday 5.15 – 6.15 pm 
Confessions: Saturday  5.45 – 6.15 pm 
Or by appointment with Fr. Denis 

Family Mass: 1st Sunday   10.30 am 

PARISH MASS ON-LINE 
Fr. Denis is also still celebrating Mass online at 6.30 pm 
every Saturday night for the Vigil Mass, & Wednesday 
morning Mass at 10am. Both are accessible through the 
Parish Facebook page: 
Catholic Church of the Holy Trinity and St Augustine of 
Canterbury 
For more information, please go to the Parish website 
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/baldock 

BOOKING TO ATTEND MASS IN PERSON  
For all services in Church, you need to book 
online, through our website below. If the Mass is 
full, the signing in book at the back of church 
cannot be used. 

NEWSLETTER  If there is anything you would like 
to see included in the newsletter, please email 
the following address by Tuesday evening of the 
week you would like to see it in print:  
baldock.rcc@ntlworld.com 

THE WEDNESDAY WORD IS AVAILABLE VIA THIS 
LINK: 
http://www.wednesdayword.org/school/index.htm 

ST. JOHN’S SCHOOL is our Catholic Parish Primary 
School.  Please contact the Head teacher,    
Thomas Timson on 01462 892478 to make an 

appointment. The school website is: 
http://www.stjohns4.herts.sch.uk/index.html 

RC HOSPITAL CHAPLAIN   
Contact Tel: Mobile: 07876 526935 Lister 01438 
285518.                                        

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

 

We pray especially for the sick of the parish and 
for those who care for and support them, 
especially, Alastair McCallion, Karen 
O‟Shaughnessy, Angela Gray, Mairead Kirke, and 
Dick Worbey. We remember those who have died 
recently; Anna Sokal, and all those whose 
anniversaries occur about this time: Margaret Lee; 
Nuala Darling; Ivy Cesvette; Patrick Hearne; 
Arthur Dilley; Abina Taylor; Mary Knowd; Mary 
Knowd; Mary Rose Walsh. 

DIVINE MERCY SERVICE 
On 11th April 2021 There is a Divine Mercy 
service at St. Hilda‟s Stevenage this Sunday at 
2.30pm. There is no need to book a place.   

CHURCHES FINANCES & COLLECTION 
A word of thanks to all those who have donated 
for the upkeep of the Parish in one way or 
another. There are several ways to support the 
Parish. One of them is via a standing order, which 
is easy to set up and easy to stop, if you want to, 
when this difficult period has passed. Please use 
the bank account details, available from our 
website below, to set up the standing order if you 
use online banking, or you can write to, telephone 
or visit your bank as well. You can also donate via 
the website. Or, of course, you can contribute 
after mass in the Collection Plates provided.  
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/baldock/donate/. 
Fr. Denis would like to thank everyone for 
their generosity during this time of pandemic. 

Recreate the world 
Creator God, 
Because of your abundant love 
you chose to bring light and order into the 
formless void, 
to create a world of unsurpassed beauty 
and you saw that it was good. 
We ask that you continue to recreate the world 
with that same attentive love, 
to bring light into today‟s ever increasing chaos 
and darkness where we have failed to be 
stewards and carers of your creation. 
Replenish our hearts so that we too can renew 
the face of the earth. 
Amen. Kieran O'Brien/CAFOD 
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