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You are the Christ  

n today‘s Gospel, we reach a pivotal moment in 
our walk with the Lord. After weeks of listening 
to His words and witnessing His deeds, along 
with the disciples we‘re asked to decide who 

Jesus truly is. 
Peter answers for them, and for us, too, when he 
declares: ―You are the Christ.‖ Many expected the 
Messiah to be a miracle worker who would 
vanquish Israel‘s enemies and restore the kingdom 
of David (see John 6:15). 
Jesus today reveals a different portrait. He calls 
Himself the Son of Man, evoking the royal figure 
Daniel saw in his heavenly visions (see Daniel 7:13–
14). But Jesus‘ kingship is not to be of this world 
(see John 18:36). And the path to His throne, as He 
reveals, is by way of suffering and death. 
Jesus identifies the Christ with the suffering 
servant that Isaiah foretells in today‘s First 
Reading. The words of Isaiah‘s servant are Jesus‘ 
words—as He gives Himself to be shamed and 
beaten, trusting that God will be His help. We hear 
our Lord‘s voice again in today‘s Psalm, as He gives 
thanks that God has freed Him from the cords of 
death. 
As Jesus tells us today, to believe that He is the 
Christ is to follow His way of self-denial—losing our 
lives to save them, in order to rise with Him to 
new life. Our faith, we hear again in today‘s 
Epistle, must express itself in works of love . 
Notice that Jesus questions the apostles today 
―along the way.‖ They are on the way to 
Jerusalem, where the Lord will lay down His life. 
We, too, are on a journey with the Lord. 
We must take up our cross, giving to others and 

enduring all our trials for His sake and the sake of 

the Gospel. 

A FOND FAREWELL FROM  MARGARET FRANCIS  
Greetings from Horsham.  After 45 years in 

Letchworth and being part of Baldock Parish 

Community I made a decision to relocate nearer to 

my eldest son and family. With the restrictions the 

virus has placed us in I was unable to say farewell 

to as many people as I would have liked. Please be 

assured you are in my prayers. Holy Trinity has 

played such a part in the life of the Francis family 

over the years both during the good times and 

bad. Thank you too Father Denis guiding me 

through and supporting me through some difficult 

times.       Kind regards, Margaret Francis. 

The Francis family arrived in Baldock from Burma 
in 1951. They settled and became an important 
part of the Catholic Community. Dennis organised  

 
the annual Alexandra Rose Day collection, and was 
always at the back of church with the ‗brick box‘, 
raising funds for the maintenance the church 
building. He and Helen were friends to many 
disabled people. Their children, Peter and his two 
sisters, attended the Convent School. 
Peter and Margaret married in 1971. Their 
children, Martin and Jeremy, attended St John‘s 
School and became altar servers. Margaret and 
Peter were members of the Parents Association at 
school — Peter was even enrolled as a ‗dinner lady‘ 
for a time — counted the Mass collections, ran the 
Baptismal course and organised an annual tea party 
for disabled people in Baldock. Peter was ‗Baloo‘ 
in the 2nd Baldock Cubs troop; became Sacristan 
and MC at church, training and encouraging the 
altar servers — including taking them on exciting 
days out — and was called upon as Honorary Parish 
Photographer to record many events within the 
Parish. He received a kidney transplant in 2000, 
and died in 2008. The Church doors were erected 
in his memory, part-funded by an generous gift by 
his family. 
Margaret has been a great fundraiser, she helped 
edit the early Newsletter; did the church flowers, 
church cleaning, counted Mass collections, 
organised the Repository, book sales and craft 
fayres; she founded a new Knit & Natter group, 
managed the rota for the Extraordinary Ministers of 
Holy Communion, and provided delicious home-
bakes for our Cake Sales. 
A wonderful friend to the Parish, Margaret gave 
unstintingly of her time and energy. She is very 
much missed.         Helen McCallion 

A PRAYER FOR EDUCATION SUNDAY 
Our lives must be an offering of thanksgiving for 

the new life He has given us, until that day when 

we reach our destination, and walk before the Lord 

in the land of the living. 

Heavenly Father, they say it takes a village to raise 
a child; it also takes a village to educate one. 
We give thanks for teachers, governors, carers, 
parents and children, for the extraordinary 
thoughtfulness in these extraordinary times, for 
those who have worked so hard to juggle work, 
family and home-schooling, for teachers who have 
reached out to keep children connected. For 
governors who have had to make difficult decisions 
and for the children who have endured so many 
changes, yet teach us all what resilience and 
optimism can look like. 
We ask for your blessing on everyone in education 
from administration staff to school caretakers 
teaching assistants to Head teachers, School 
governors to pupils, we ask this through Christ Our 
Lord.  Amen 
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Sat 11th 6.30 pm Sean Stynes RIP 

Sun 12th   
8.30am 
10.30am 

 Vincent Huliganga (sick) 

The people of the Parish  

Mon 13th    7pm    
St John Chrysostom Bishop 
and Doctor 
Ashta Briena 

Tue 14th    No mass   
The Exhaltation of the 
Holy Cross 

Wed  15th      10am 
Our Lady of Sorrows 
Richard Vallance RIP 

Thu 16th      No mass   
Ss Cornelius, Pope and 
Cyprian, Bishop Martyr 

Fri  17th  No mass  

 
Please note that mass intentions as set out above may 
not always be read out, but the intention is offered. 

Holy Hour: Saturday 5.15 – 6.15 pm 
Confessions: Saturday  5.45 – 6.15 pm 
Or by appointment with Fr. Denis 

Family Mass: 1st Sunday   10.30 am 

PARISH MASS ON-LINE 
Fr. Denis is also still celebrating Mass online at 6.30 pm 
every Saturday night for the Vigil Mass. Mass is 
accessible through the Parish Facebook page: Catholic 
Church of the Holy Trinity and St Augustine of 
Canterbury 
For more information, please go to the Parish website 
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/baldock 

BOOKING TO ATTEND MASS IN PERSON  
For all services in Church, you need to book online, 
through our website below. Please go to the Parish 

website: https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/baldock 

THE WEDNESDAY WORD IS AVAILABLE VIA THIS 
LINK: 
http://www.wednesdayword.org/school/index.htm 

ST. JOHN’S SCHOOL is our Catholic Parish Primary 
School.  Please contact the Head teacher,    
Thomas Timson on 01462 892478 to make an 
appointment. The school website is: 
http://www.stjohns4.herts.sch.uk/index.html 

RC HOSPITAL CHAPLAIN   
Contact Tel: Mobile: 07876 526935 Lister 01438 
285518.   

Newsletter: Please submit items for inclusion, 
preferably by Tuesday evening, by either emailing 
the dedicated newsletter email address 
(baldock.rcc@ntlworld.com) or handing them to  
Fr. Denis. Thank you 

RCIA 2021-2022: Are you an adult non-Catholic 
interested in exploring what Christianity and the 
Catholic faith are about? Are you thinking of 
becoming a Catholic? If your answer is yes then it 
may be that the Holy Trinity RCIA (Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults) programme is for you. The 
weekly meetings will begin on Tuesday October 
5th. If you live within the Parish of Holy Trinity, 
Baldock and would like to find out more please 
speak to Fr Denis Sarsfield on 01462-893127.   

CHURCHES FINANCES & COLLECTION 
A word of thanks to all those who have donated for 
the upkeep of the Parish in one way or another. 

There are several ways to support the Parish. One 
of them is via a standing order, which is easy to set 
up. Please use the bank account details, available 
from our website below, or you can write to, 
telephone, or visit your bank as well. You can also 
donate via the website. Or, of course, you can 
contribute after mass in the Collection Plates 
provided.  
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/baldock/donate/. 
Fr. Denis would like to thank everyone for their 
generosity during this time of pandemic. 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

 

We pray especially for the sick of the parish and 
for those who care for and support them, 
especially  Angela Gray and Mairead Kirke. We 
remember those who have died recently: Tony 
Target, Dick Worbey,  Peter Seddon, Daisy Quinn 
Restall, and Sean Stynes  and all those whose 
anniversaries occur about this time: Margaret 
Dowdall; Fryderyk Wisniowski; Ann Jones; Magda 
Horvath; Philip Corke; Elizabeth McGarry; Anne 
Fruithoff; Fr. William Ruhman; Michael  Feeney; 
Beatrice Watkins; Beatrice Watkins; Joan Anthony; 
Mary Hill. 

Message to Catholic Schools for Education Sunday  
Bishop Marcus Stock expressed heartfelt 
gratitude and appreciation to teachers for the 
vocation and mission they exercise in the 
community of the Church in his message for 
Education Sunday 2021 
Over recent months we have seen an upheaval 
affecting everyone in our society, the like of which 
has not been witnessed since the Second World 
War. The Covid-19 pandemic has changed not only 
aspects of how we live our lives but has given us a 
chance to reflect on the fragility and preciousness 
of human life, and solidarity, and the capacity to 
show love and support to all.   Like many other 
front-line workers school staff have exemplified 
this love, going above and beyond to support the 
young people in their care. So on Education 
Sunday, we offer prayers of thanksgiving for all 
who work in our Catholic schools and colleges, and 
to express our gratitude for their outstanding 
dedication and professionalism. 
Throughout the challenges they have faced in two 
national lockdowns, two sets of exam cohorts, and 
a managed return to schooling, the staff of all our 
schools have exemplified what it means to follow 
the command of Our Lord Jesus Christ to love our 
neighbour.  
On behalf of the Catholic Education Service, I wish 
to express my heartfelt gratitude to them and my 
appreciation for the vocation and mission they 
exercise in the community of the Church.Rt.  Rev 
Marcus Stock,  Bishop of Leeds 
Chair of the Catholic Education Service 
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