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ADVENT REFLECTION ON RECONCILIATION 
As we wait in joyful anticipation of Christ‟s 
coming, going to confession during Advent gives 
us an opportunity to truly prepare the way to 
welcome the king of kings into our hearts this 
Christmas. 
God loves each of us unconditionally and calls us 
his children. In the light of his love for us, the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation offers the 
opportunity for us to recognise our sins, and be 
renewed by his loving mercy and forgiveness.  
It allows us to place the broken areas in our lives 
into the healing hands of the gentle, merciful 
and compassionate God who wants to free us 
from anxiety, fear, and the many other burdens 
we may be carrying. Confession cleanses our 
souls so that we are at peace with God. God 
completely forgives us all of our sins and offers 
us his healing grace „Go in peace‟. The second 
after absolution is like having a shower after 
playing sports or like waking up on a sunlit 
summer morning. God cleanses us through his 
forgiveness and anoints us with his healing; 
giving us renewed strength to continue on our 
walk of faith. 
There is no need to have any fear of going to 
Confession or of approaching a priest, even if it 
is a long time since our last confession. The 
sacrament of penance is above all an act of 
God‟s love. God will always forgive us. The 
priests represent the person of God; they are not 
there to judge, but they lovingly administer his 
forgiveness. 
Before going to Confession it is a good idea to 
pray, asking God to help us make a good 
confession. Making a good examination of 
conscience can help us see how we have sinned 
since our last confession and it can help us 
identify the areas of our lives where need God‟s 
forgiveness. 

A Short Prayer before Confession                                                                                                    
Loving God, thank you for the gift of this 
Sacrament of your healing love and mercy. 
Help me to know the sins I ought to confess, 
and grant me your grace to confess them fully 
with a contrite heart. Amen 

Come, Lord Jesus, Come, Lord Jesus, come! 

I love You, Jesus. Amen. 

 
ADVENT PRAYER 
God of hope, we cling to you, for you renew the 
face of the earth. 
Through the gift of your son, our Lord Jesus, we 
follow you on the path of dawn. 
Enlightened by your love and wisdom, help us to 
lead each other and all creatures back to your 
open arms. 
Amen.                 Rachel McCarthy/CAFOD  
 

ADVENT SERVICES 

RECONCILATION SERVICE  

Saturday 11th December - at 10.30am-
12.30pm.  
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is available 

for 2 hours – 10.30am – 12.30 pm.  

The Blessed Sacrament will be exposed. Fr. 

Denis and some other priests will be available 

to hear confessions.  

CHRISTMAS SERVICES 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES CHRISTMAS EVE 
Friday   24th December 4.30pm Vigil Mass of 
Christmas, Family Mass 8.40pm Carols and 
Readings 9 pm the Mass of the Nativity of the 
Lord  
CHRISTMAS DAY  
Saturday 25th December 9.30am  

SUNDAY HOLY FAMILY MASSES  
Sunday  26th December  8.30 and 10.30 am 
Mass Blessing of the Children‟s toys at 10.30 
mass  

NEW YEAR’S DAY  
Saturday  1st January  
Mary The Holy Mother of God Mass 10am 

Saturday Vigil Mass 6.30pm  

 
REPOSITORY   
There is a good selection of Christmas Cards, 
Advent Calendars and Candles on sale in the 
repository from this weekend onwards.  Don‟t miss 
out! 
 

  



Sat 27th 
6.30 pm 
Vigil Mass 

Nora & Charles MCComish 
RIP 

Sun 28th   
8.30am 
 
10.30am 

Froilan & Josefina 
Huliganga 
 

Mon 29th    10.00 
Sean & Eileen Kissane 
Intention 

Tue 30th    No Mass   
St Andrew, Apostle, 
Patron of Scotland 

Wed 1st 
Dec     

10.00 
Phil & Michael Maloney 
Intention 

Thu 2nd     No Mass    

Fri 3rd   No Mass 
St Francis Xavier, Priest 
Migrants‟ Day  

 
Please note that mass intentions as set out above may 
not always be read out, but the intention is offered. 

Holy Hour: Saturday 5.15 – 6.15 pm 
Confessions: Saturday  5.45 – 6.15 pm 
Or by appointment with Fr. Denis 

Family Mass: 1st Sunday   10.30 am 

PARISH MASS ON-LINE 

Fr. Denis is also still celebrating Mass online at 
6.30 pm every Saturday night for the Vigil Mass. 
Mass is accessible through the Parish Facebook 
page: Catholic Church of the Holy Trinity and St 
Augustine of Canterbury 
For more information, please go to the Parish 
website https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/baldock 

BOOKING TO ATTEND MASS IN PERSON  
For all services in Church, you need to book online, 
through our website below. Please go to the Parish 

website: https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/baldock 

THE WEDNESDAY WORD IS AVAILABLE VIA THIS 
LINK: 
http://www.wednesdayword.org/school/index.htm 

Going into Hospital? - If you are going into hospital 
do ask to see a Catholic Chaplain. Please call the 
Chaplaincy office at the Lister Hospital 01438 
285518. . Mobile: 07876 526935   

St. JOHN’S SCHOOL is our Catholic Parish Primary 
School.  Parish families are welcome to visit and 
have a tour of the school.  Please come to the 
School Office or contact the Head teacher, Thomas 
Timson on 01462 892478 to make an appointment. 
The school website is 
http://www.stjohns4.herts.sch.uk/index.html 

NEWSLETTER 
Please submit items for inclusion, preferably by 
Tuesday evening, by either emailing the dedicated 
newsletter email address please note new 
address baldock@rcdow.org.uk or handing them to  
Fr. Denis. Thank you 

RED BOX COLLECTION 
Please could Red Box Holders bring in their boxes 
for counting and leave them on the table at the 
back of the Church. If anyone would like to have 
their box collected from home, please call Pam on 
01462 892265. With many thanks. 

 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

 

We pray especially for the sick of the parish and 
for those who care for and support them, 
especially Christopher Gillham and Mairead Kirke. 
We remember those who have died recently: 
Angela Gray and Michael Turner, and all those 
whose anniversaries occur about this time; Anton 
Adamski; Edith Gore; James Davey; Annette 
Cordery; John Monaghan; Kenneth Pound; Giuseppe 
Gelmini; Doris Smale; Ann Gentle. 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 

 
Confirmation candidates and their parents are 
invited to the first preparation session on Sunday 
5th December after the 10.30 am Mass. If you are 
due to be in year 9 or 10 (delayed from last year 
due to Covid), please consider if you wish to 
receive the sacrament of Confirmation in the 
Parish. Application forms available at the back of 
the church.  Subsequent meetings will take place 
on a Saturday evening before mass for candidates 
only.  Thank you, Elizabeth and Claire. 

 

 

CHILDREN’S PRAYER FOR ADVENT 
My little Lord Jesus, I love You and thank You for 

this Advent season. Please help me to understand 

all that You have done for me. Your loving mother 

held You in her heart and brought You into this 

world. Help me to do the same.  My loving Jesus, I 

choose You, this Advent, as my King and my God. 

Draw me close to You and help me to see my sins 

so that I can change the things that You want me 

to change. Mother Mary, pray for me this Advent so 

that I may do all that God wants me to do. You 

said “Yes” to all that God asked of you. Please 

pray for me that I may do the same. Come, Lord 

Jesus, 
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