
BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

9
th

 January 2022 

 

 

Almighty ever-living God, who, when Christ had 

been baptized in the River Jordan and as the Holy 

Spirit descended upon him, solemnly declared him 

your beloved Son, grant that your children by 

adoption, reborn of water and the Holy Spirit, may 

always be well pleasing to you. Through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 

you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 

forever and ever. Amen.  

GOSPEL REFLECTION  
Today the Church celebrates the Solemnity of the Baptism 
of Our Lord. This brings to an end the season of Christmas. 
The Church recalls Our Lord's second manifestation or 
epiphany which occurred on the occasion of His baptism in 
the Jordan. Jesus descended into the River to sanctify its 
waters and to give them the power to beget sons of God. 
The event takes on the importance of a second creation in 
which the entire Trinity intervenes.  
In the Eastern Church this feast is called Theophany because 
at the baptism of Christ in the River Jordan God appeared in 
three persons. The baptism of John was a sort of 
sacramental preparatory for the Baptism of Christ. It moved 
men to sentiments of repentance and induced them to 
confess their sins. Christ did not need the baptism of John. 
Although He appeared in the "substance of our flesh" and 
was recognized "outwardly like unto ourselves", He was 
absolutely sinless and impeccable. He conferred upon the 
water the power of the true Baptism which would remove 
all the sins of the world: "Behold the Lamb of God, behold 
Him Who takes away the sin of the world". 
Many of the incidents which accompanied Christ's baptism 

are symbolical of what happened at our Baptism. At Christ's 

baptism the Holy Spirit descended upon Him; at our Baptism 

the Trinity took its abode in our soul. At His baptism Christ 

was proclaimed the "Beloved Son" of the Father; at our 

Baptism we become the adopted sons of God. At Christ's 

baptism the heavens were opened; at our Baptism heaven 

was opened to us. At His baptism Jesus prayed; after our 

Baptism we must pray to avoid actual sin.   

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
Every New Year is a special time, inviting us to look 

back on the year that has gone and look forward to 

the year that is to come. The New Year ushers in 

an exciting sense of renewal, recommitment and 

new horizons as resolutions are made and new 

opportunities are considered. It is a time that 

lends itself to examination, reflection and prayer. 

It affords us also a wonderful opportunity to renew 

and re-dedicate our lives to the Lord. The work of 

the Holy Spirit in the world, in the Church and in 

our own lives is always focused on renewal, reform 

and refreshment. God is the God of new things, 

the God of the unexpected and exciting surprises. 

The Anointing  Reflects on the Feast of the 
Baptism of the Lord 
The Liturgy on the feast of the Epiphany, revealed 
the mystery of God’s plan—that in Jesus all 
peoples, symbolized by the magi, have been made 
―co-heirs‖ to the blessings promised to Israel. This 
week, we’re shown how we claim our inheritance. 
Jesus doesn’t submit to John’s baptism as a sinner 
in need of purification. He humbles Himself to pass 
through Jordan’s waters in order to lead a new 
―exodus‖—opening up the promised land of heaven 
so that all peoples can hear the words pronounced 
over Jesus today, words once reserved only for 
Israel and its king: that each of us is a beloved son 
or daughter of God. 
Jesus is the chosen servant Isaiah prophesies in 
today’s First Reading, anointed with the Spirit to 
make things right and just on earth. God puts His 
Spirit upon Jesus to make Him ―a covenant of 
the people,‖ the liberator of the captives, the light 
to the nations. Jesus, today’s Second Reading tells 
us, is the One long expected in Israel, ―anointed . . 
. with the Holy Spirit and power.‖ 
The word Messiah means ―one anointed‖ with 
God’s Spirit. King David was ―the anointed of the 
God of Jacob‖ (see 2 Samuel 23:1–17. The prophets 
taught Israel to await a royal offshoot of David, 
upon whom the Spirit would rest. 
That’s why people of the whole Judean countryside 
and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem were going out 
to John. But it isn’t John they’re looking for. God 
confirms with His own voice what the Angel earlier 
told Mary—Jesus is the Son of the Most High, come 
to claim the throne of David forever.In the Baptism 
that He brings, the voice of God will hover over the 
waters as fiery flame, as we sing in today’s Psalm. 
He has sanctified the waters, made them a 
passage—a way to healing and freedom—a fountain 
of new birth and everlasting life. 

 

  

https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=f9b87d3c59&e=0b77f01746


THANKS TO ALL WHO HELP  
A word of thanks to the cleaners and stewards; who 

have helped to keep the church open during this time 

of Pandemic.  The Parish Finance Committee; Parish 

Council; Building Committee;  ; Tea and Coffee after 

Mass team;  Gardens & Grounds clearers; First 

Communion & Confirmation Catechists; The Choir; 

Extraordinary Ministers; Mass Readers & Bidding 

Prayers team; Collection Counters; Mass 

Meeter/Greeters and Newsletter Editors, and  parish 

office volunteers. 

Sat 8th 
6.30 pm 
Vigil Mass 

Mary Callaghan – Holy 
Souls Intentions 

Sun 9th   
8.30am 
10.30am 

Angela Gray RIP 
Luis Carillo (in hospital) 

Mon 10th    No Mass  

Tue 11th     No Mass    

Wed 12th     10.00 Angela Gray RIP 

Thu 13th      No mass   

Fri 14th  No Mass   

Please note that mass intentions as set out above 
may not always be read out, but the intention is 
offered. 
Holy Hour: Saturday 5.15 – 6.15 pm 
Confessions: Saturday  5.45 – 6.15 pm 
Or by appointment with Fr. Denis 
Family Mass: 1st Sunday   10.30 am 

PARISH MASS ON-LINE 
Fr. Denis is also still celebrating Mass online at 
6.30 pm every Saturday night for the Vigil Mass. 
Mass is accessible through the Parish Facebook 
page: Catholic Church of the Holy Trinity and St 
Augustine of Canterbury 
For more information, please go to the Parish 
website https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/baldock 

BOOKING TO ATTEND MASS IN PERSON  
For all services in Church, you need to book online, 
through our website below. Please go to the Parish 
website: https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/baldock 

THE WEDNESDAY WORD IS AVAILABLE VIA THIS 
LINK: 
http://www.wednesdayword.org/school/index.ht
m 

Going into Hospital? - If you are going into hospital 
do ask to see a Catholic Chaplain. Please call the 
Chaplaincy office at the Lister Hospital 01438 
285518. . Mobile: 07876 526935   
St. JOHN’S SCHOOL is our Catholic Parish Primary 
School.  Parish families are welcome to visit and 
have a tour of the school.  Please come to the 
School Office or contact the Head teacher, Thomas 
Timson on 01462 892478 to make an appointment. 
The school website is 
http://www.stjohns4.herts.sch.uk/index.html 

NEWSLETTER 
Please submit items for inclusion, preferably by 
Tuesday evening, by either emailing the dedicated 
newsletter email address please note new 
address baldock@rcdow.org.uk or handing them to  
Fr. Denis. Thank you 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

BAPTISM PREPARATION 

Dates for the Baptism Courses 2020 

18th January  Bap (1) - 25th January  Bap (2) at 
7.30pm   If you are interested in joining the 
baptism course please contact Richard and 
Marie Miller 07931761403 

MARRIAGE PREPARATION COURSE 
The marriage preparation course will take place on 
Saturday 5th March starting at 10.30 am and on the 
Sunday 6th March at 1.30pm. This course will be 
online. For further information please contact 
Reman Mc Donagh on: 
reman.mcdonagh@hotmail.com  Fr Denis Sarsfield 

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 18-25 
JANUARY 
Prayer: God, giver of life, we thank You for the 

gift of Your compassionate love which soothes and 

strengthens us. We pray that our churches may be 

always open to receive your gifts from one 

another. Grant us a spirit of generosity to all as we 

journey together in the path of Christian unity. We 

ask this in the name of Your Son who reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit. Amen 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

 

We pray especially for the sick of the parish and 
for those who care for and support them, 
especially Lucy Lazarus . We remember those who 
have died recently: Jenny Markey and Angela Gray, 
and all those whose anniversaries occur about this 
time; Gerald Barrett; John McKee; Aidan P; 
Amilcare Moscovita; Graham Morrisroe; Constance 
Johnson; Constance Young; Nora Clark; Mary 
Connors; Maria Barker; Mary Anne O’Neill; Maria 
Davey; Suzanne Burrows; Barbara Robbins; Mary 
Tresigneme; Emily Kennedy; Joseph Rurojc; 
Michael Salisbury. 

CHURCHES FINANCES & COLLECTION 
A word of thanks to all those who have donated for 
the upkeep of the Parish in one way or another. 
There are several ways to support the Parish. One 
of them is via a standing order, which is easy to set 
up and easy to stop, if you want to, when this 
difficult period has passed. Please use the bank 
account details, available from our website below, 
to set up the standing order if you use online 
banking, or you can write to, telephone or visit 
your bank as well. You can also donate via the 
website. Or, of course, you can contribute after 
mass in the Collection Plates provided.  
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/baldock/donate/. 
Fr. Denis would like to thank everyone for their 
generosity during this time of pandemic.  
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