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WHOM DOES GOD CHOSE? 

 

We‟ve just heard two iconic vocation-stories from 
biblical times. Last week we had the call of 
Jeremiah, and this week we have the vocation 
stories of Isaiah and the apostle Peter. One might 
ask: “Why these guys? What was God thinking? But 
this is really nothing new for the God of surprises. 
Abraham is made a new father in his old age; slow-
tongued Moses takes on Pharaoh, young shepherd 
David is chosen as king, and Saul the persecutor 
became Paul the apostle. It is clear that God does 
whatever God wills. 
The characters that God has chosen throughout 
history to be instruments of justice, mercy, love and 
compassion have been brave, earthy individuals. We 
could be wrong to disqualify ourselves from ever 
being called by God to be his instruments. We may 
intellectually understand that God has chosen many 
people like ourselves to be his workers; but too 
often it ends there… if spiritually we lower our 
heads, and leave it to others to follow God‟s call. 
Having experienced the Lord‟s generosity in the 
extraordinary catch of fish, Peter is suddenly aware 
of his own weakness and unworthiness. He feels that 
he does not deserve such generosity from Jesus; but 
he goes on to discover that the Lord loves him and 
has a great purpose for his life in spite of his 
imperfections. From now on he will gather people 
into the net of God‟s kingdom. The Lord‟s purpose 
for us is not dependent on our worthiness. The Lord 
does not wait for us to be worthy before calling us 
to a share in his life-giving work in the world. 
Indeed, our very awareness of our unworthiness 
creates an opening for the Lord to work through us. 
The Lord cannot engage us in his service if we think 
of ourselves as complete or perfect. As Paul says in 
the first Reading, “if anyone thinks himself wise in 
the usual sense of the word, he must learn to be a 
fool before he really can be wise.” 

OUR LADY OF LOURDES 

 

February 11th is the anniversary of the first 
apparition of Our Lady to a peasant girl, Bernadette 
Soubirous in 1858. Bernadette had been sent with 2 
other girls to collect firewood in the hills near 
Lourdes. There Bernadette gazed upon a lovely Lady 
who appeared in a cave opening. Our Lady appeared 
to Bernadette on 18 more occasions between 
February and July. She instructed Bernadette to dig 
in the ground nearby, from which appeared a 
stream with healing properties. Our Lady asked 
Bernadette to request the priest to build a church 
on the spot so that processions could be made and 
people drink and bathe in the water. Pope Pius 1X 
approved the veneration and a Basilica was built in 
1870. 

SCRIPTURE READINGS .  

First Reading :  Isaiah 6:1-2,3-8 

We hear the call of Isaiah to the ministry of 
prophecy.  

Responsive Psalm 137 

R/ Before the angels I will bless you, O Lord. 

Second Reading :  1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

Paul energetically defends the doctrine of the 
resurrection from the dead.  

Gospel :  Luke 5:1-11 

This tells the story of a miraculous catch of fish and 
the call of Peter to share in the work of Christ 

ST SCHOLASTICA 
St Scholastica lived between 480 and 543. She was 
the sister of St Benedict. She was sent to Rome with 
her brother aged 12 and they were both disturbed 
by the lifestyle there. Benedict retired to a 
hermitage and founded the Abbey of Montecassino  

  



and the Benedictine Order. Scholastica founded a 
monastery nearby and the female branch of the 
Benedictine Order, which followed a rule of silence. 

Sat 5th 
6.30 pm 
Vigil Mass 

T Foy & Family 

Sun 6th   
8.30am 
10.30am 

Ray Knight RIP 
Joyce Piper Holy Souls 
Intentions 

Mon 7th    10.00 Lizzy Dean RIP 

Tue 8th     No mass  No mass today  

Wed 9th     10.00 Private Intention 

Thu 10th      10.00 
St Scholastica, Virgin 
Anthony Lewicki Holy 
Souls Intentions 

Fri 11th  No Mass  Our Lady of Lourdes 

Please note that mass intentions as set out above 
may not always be read out, but the intention is 
offered. 
Holy Hour: Saturday 5.15 – 6.15 pm 
Confessions: Saturday  5.45 – 6.15 pm 
Or by appointment with Fr. Denis 
Family Mass: 1st Sunday   10.30 am 

PARISH MASS ON-LINE 
Fr. Denis is also still celebrating Mass online at 6.30 pm 
every Saturday night for the Vigil Mass. Mass is 
accessible through the Parish Facebook page: Catholic 
Church of the Holy Trinity and St Augustine of 
Canterbury. 
For more information, please go to the Parish website 
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/baldock 

THE WEDNESDAY WORD IS AVAILABLE VIA THIS 
LINK:  

http://www.wednesdayword.org/school/index.htm 

Going into Hospital? - If you are going into hospital 
do ask to see a Catholic Chaplain. Please call the 
Chaplaincy office at the Lister Hospital 01438 
285518. Mobile: 07876 526935   

St. JOHN’S SCHOOL is our Catholic Parish Primary 
School.  Parish families are welcome to visit and 
have a tour of the school.  Please come to the 
School Office or contact the Head teacher, Thomas 
Timson on 01462 892478 to make an appointment. 
The school website is: 
http://www.stjohns4.herts.sch.uk/index.html 

CHURCHES FINANCES & COLLECTION 
There are several ways to support the Parish. One of 
them is via a standing order, which is easy to set up 
and easy to stop, if you want to, when this difficult 
period has passed. Please use the bank account 
details, available from our website below, to set up 
the standing order if you use online banking, or you 
can write to, telephone or visit your bank as well. 
You can also donate via the website. Or, of course, 
you can contribute after mass in the Collection 
Plates provided. Fr. Denis would like to thank everyone 

for their generosity during this time of pandemic.  
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/baldock/donate/. 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

 

We pray especially for the sick of the parish and for 
those who care for and support them, especially 
Lucy Lazarus . We remember those who have died 
recently, and all those whose anniversaries occur 
about this time; Jean Harrington; Jacqueline 
Fielding; Francis Rees; May Tilley; Alessandro 
Gelmini; Alessandro Gelmini; Anne Cox; Alastair 
Cumming; Ann (Nancy) Lee. 

DIOCESE OF WESTMINSTER YOUTH MINISTRY 

The Diocese of Westminster Youth Ministry 
(https://dowym.com) has plenty of resources for 
young Catholics (of all ages!) who are interested in 
learning more about our Faith. Whilst primarily for 
the Youth of the Diocese, from quizzes to an article 
about „Faith & Science as One Journey‟, it is well 
worth a look at to help deepen understanding or 
learn something new about Catholicism. 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

LOURDES MASS – THE WORLD DAY OF THE SICK The 
annual Mass in honour of Our Lady of Lourdes on the 
World Day of the Sick will take place at 2pm on 
Saturday 12

th
 February in Westminster Cathedral. 

The decision has been taken that this year the 
Sacrament of the Sick will not be administered. We 
are pleased to let you know that the Mass will be 
livestreamed on the Cathedral‟s livestream, which 
can be accessed at 
www.westminstercathedral.org.uk or 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXx0dFI8GV5
D9DSZo46ox6Q 

MARRIAGE PREPARATION COURSE 
The marriage preparation course will take place on 
Saturday 5th March starting at 10.30 am and on the 
Sunday 6th March at 1.30pm. This course will be 
online. For further information please contact 
Reman McDonagh on reman.mcdonagh@hotmail.com  

A PRAYER FOR THOSE WHO LIVE ALONE 
I live alone, dear Lord, stay by my side 
In all my daily needs be thou my guide. 
Grant me good health, for that indeed, I pray 
To carry on my work form day to day. 
 Keep pure my mind, my thoughts, my every deed 
Let me be kind, unselfish in my neighbours need. 
Spare me from fire, from flood, malicious tongues 
From thieves, from fear and evil ones. 
 If sickness or an accident befall 
Then humbly, Lord I pray hear thou my call. 
And when I‟m feeling low, or in despair, 
Lift up my heart and help me in my prayer. 
 I live alone, dear Lord, yet have no fear, 
Because I feel your presence ever near. 
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