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RACIAL JUSTICE SUNDAY 

 

Scripture Reflection  
BEATITUDES: ROOTS GO SO DEEP  
In today‟s passage from Jeremiah, note the active 
roots that stretch to the stream. What are we 
striving for? He also mentions the heat and drought 
which inevitably comes. Life is like that. Ups and 
downs. Challenges. Crisis. Tragedy. Nevertheless, if 
one is plugged into God, the source of love, mercy, 
and goodness, one will still bear fruit and green 
leaves. If our aims are elsewhere, we are going 
nowhere. Even in a desert place we can still turn 
back and trust that God, for whom nothing is 
impossible. There can still spring up a river of 
life,  by his grace. 
The letter of Paul to the Corinthians. It would 
remind the faithful of our beliefs in the afterlife .. 
of a life united with God. Is this something we ever 
think of? When have we last recalled our own 
mortality? When have we pondered about heaven? 
Do we truly believe that Jesus was raised from the 
dead? Do we believe that we too have a future? 
Perhaps it is time in your faith community to ponder 
these questions to simply keep the minds of the 
faithful heavenward . 
Dependence is Not a Sign of Weakness. This is well 
rooted in salvation history. When mankind walks 
humbly, takes care of the poor, the orphan, the 
widow, the alien, and is utterly dependent upon 
God then true happiness and peace ensues. When 
mankind gets prosperous, fat, lazy, self-seeking, 
independent, and disregards the marginalized then 
trouble ensues. True happiness is nowhere to be 
found. The grace of God is scarce. 
The Beatitudes list the kind of people who are 
called Blessed. It is by no accident that these 
individuals are all utterly dependent upon God due 
to their circumstances – the poor, the hungry, the 

sad, the despised. They are the faithful, they are 
prayerful people. They are like trees who can 
weather the drought by stretching their roots to the 
underground water. They are dependent upon God 
and feel serene. On the contrary are those to whom 
Jesus says WOE. They have a false sense of security. 
They are well-off, socially popular and in need of 
nothing. It is difficult – but not impossible – to hold 
on to a sense of utter dependence upon God in 
these situations. Dependence upon God is not a sign 
of weakness; rather it keeps one in contact with a 
never-ending source of strength. 

SCRIPTURE READINGS  

1st Reading: Jeremiah 17:5-8 
Trust in human resources is like a withering shrub 
in the arid desert 
Responsorial: Psalm 1:1-4 
Response: Happy the man who has placed his trust 
in the Lord 
2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:12, 16-20 
Paul clear reply to some who were sceptical about 
resurrection 
Gospel: Luke 6:17, 20-26 
Luke has just four Beatitudes, and four 
corresponding woes  

PRAYER: A MOMENT OF BLESSING 
Generous God, you embrace all of creation, 
and bless us all with gifts of life. As we break the 
bread, we praise you for your goodness, we give 
thanks to those who grew our food, and we 
remember those who are hungry. May we be moved 
by the Holy Spirit to share these gifts as one family 
and so catch a glimpse of your kingdom, 
of justice, peace and love. Amen. Rachel 
McCarthy/CAFOD 
FR. DENIS  
We welcome Fr. Stephen Coker to the parish he has 
kindly agreed to supply this weekend. And a word 
of thanks to Frs. Tom & Eulogue, who stepped in to 
help out last weekend.  
Fr. Denis is recovering from Covid  and needs a little 
more time to rest.  He thanks everyone who have 
sent him messages of support and for their prayers 
during this difficult time, they have been a great 
help. He hopes to be back in the parish soon. 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

MARRIAGE PREPARATION COURSE 
The marriage preparation course will take place on 
Saturday 5th March starting at 10.30 am and on the 
Sunday 6th March at 1.30pm. This course will be 

  



online. For further information please contact 
Reman McDonagh on reman.mcdonagh@hotmail.com 

Sat 12th 
6.30 pm 
Vigil Mass 

People of the Parish  

Sun 13th   
8.30am 
10.30am 

 
Anthony Sian Rip  

Mon 14th    No mass 
SS Cyril, Monk & 
Methodius, Bishop, 
Patrons of Europe 

Tue 15th     No mass  

Wed 16th     10.00 Lizzie Dean 

Thu 17th      No mass 
The Seven Holy 
Founders of the Servite 
Order 

Fri 18th  No Mass  Friday -   abstinence 

Please note that mass intentions as set out above 
may not always be read out, but the intention is 
offered. 
Holy Hour: Saturday 5.15 – 6.15 pm 
Confessions: Saturday  5.45 – 6.15 pm 
Or by appointment with Fr. Denis 
Family Mass: 1st Sunday   10.30 am 

PARISH MASS ON-LINE 
Fr. Denis is also still celebrating Mass online at 6.30 pm 
every Saturday night for the Vigil Mass. Mass is 
accessible through the Parish Facebook page: Catholic 
Church of the Holy Trinity and St Augustine of 
Canterbury. 
For more information, please go to the Parish website 
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/baldock 

THE WEDNESDAY WORD IS AVAILABLE VIA THIS 
LINK:  

http://www.wednesdayword.org/school/index.htm 

Going into Hospital? - If you are going into hospital 
do ask to see a Catholic Chaplain. Please call the 
Chaplaincy office at the Lister Hospital 01438 
285518. Mobile: 07876 526935   

St. JOHN’S SCHOOL is our Catholic Parish Primary 
School.  Parish families are welcome to visit and 
have a tour of the school.  Please come to the 
School Office or contact the Head teacher, Thomas 
Timson on 01462 892478 to make an appointment. 
The school website is: 
http://www.stjohns4.herts.sch.uk/index.html 

CHURCHES FINANCES & COLLECTION 
There are several ways to support the Parish. One of 
them is via a standing order, which is easy to set up 
and easy to stop, if you want to, when this difficult 
period has passed. Please use the bank account 
details, available from our website below, to set up 
the standing order if you use online banking, or you 
can write to, telephone or visit your bank as well. 
You can also donate via the website. Or, of course, 
you can contribute after mass in the Collection 
Plates provided. Fr. Denis would like to thank everyone 

for their generosity during this time of pandemic.  
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/baldock/donate/. 

RACIAL JUSTICE SUNDAY 

 

The theme of this year‟s Racial Justice Sunday 
builds on that of the previous year‟s Racial Justice 
Sunday „A Time to Act‟, which reflected on the 
importance of everyone recognising themselves, 
their race, their culture and their history in the life 
of the Church. 
The aim, in 2022, is to continue these conversations 
about how we see others in the “Image and Likeness 
of God”. And so we pray.  

Come, Holy Spirit, show us your beauty, 
reflected in all the peoples of the earth, 
so that we may discover anew 
that all are important and all are necessary, 
different faces of the one humanity 
that God so loves. Amen. 
 (From Pope Francis’s encyclical letter Fratelli Tutti 

– on fraternity and social friendship) 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

 

We pray especially for the sick of the parish and for 
those who care for and support them, especially 
Lucy Lazarus . We remember those who have died 
recently, and all those whose anniversaries occur 
about this time: Stanislaw Grulich, Rose Harold, 
Maria Nicholson, Catherine Topham, Agnes Ross, 
Annie Astle,  Julia Brooks, Constance Rouvet, 
Clifford Parker, and William “Billy” Lee killed 
during the 2nd world war.  

DIOCESE OF WESTMINSTER YOUTH MINISTRY 

The Diocese of Westminster Youth Ministry 
(https://dowym.com) has plenty of resources for 
young Catholics (of all ages!) who are interested in 
learning more about our Faith. Whilst primarily for 
the Youth of the Diocese, from quizzes to an article 
about „Faith & Science as One Journey‟, it is well 
worth a look at to help deepen understanding or 
learn something new about Catholicism. 
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