
1st SUNDAY OF LENT 

6th March 2022 

 

 

In today‟s epic Gospel scene, Jesus relives in His 
flesh the history of Israel. 

We‟ve already seen that, like Israel, Jesus has 
passed through water and been called God‟s 
beloved Son (see Luke 3:22; Exodus 4:22). Now, 
as Israel was tested for forty years in the 
wilderness, Jesus is led into the desert to be 
tested for forty days and nights. 

He faces the temptations put to Israel: Hungry, 
He‟s tempted to grumble against God for food 
(see Exodus 16:1–13). As Israel quarreled at 
Massah, He‟s tempted to doubt God‟s care 
(see Exodus 17:1–6). When the Devil asks for His 
homage, He‟s tempted to do what Israel did in 
creating the golden calf (see Exodus 32). 

Jesus fights the Devil with the Word of God, 
three times quoting from Moses‟ lecture about 
the lessons Israel was supposed to learn from its 
wilderness wanderings.   

Why do we read this story on the first Sunday of 
Lent? Because like the biblical sign of forty 
(see Genesis 7:12; Exodus 24:18; 34:28; 1 Kings 
19:8; Jonah 3:4), the forty days of Lent are a 
time of trial and purification. 

Lent is to teach us what we hear over and over 
in today‟s readings. “Call upon me, and I will 
answer,” the Lord promises in today‟s Psalm. 
Paul promises the same thing in today‟s Epistle. 

This was Israel‟s experience, as Moses reminds 
his people in today‟s First Reading: “We cried to 
the Lord . . . and He heard.” But each of us is 
tempted, as Israel was, to forget the great deeds 
He works in our lives, to neglect our birthright as 
His beloved sons and daughters. 

Like the litany of remembrance Moses prescribes 
for Israel, we should see in the Mass a memorial 
of our salvation, and “bow down in His 
presence,” offering ourselves in thanksgiving for 
all He has given us. 

 

Readings: Parish Mass Book,  Page 153 

 

 Mass Readings for the  

1st Sunday of Lent Year C 

First Reading – Deuteronomy 26:4-10: 
“Therefore, I have now brought you the first 
fruits of the products of the soil which you, O 
LORD, have given me. And having set them 
before the Lord, your God, you shall bow down 
in his presence.” 

Responsorial Psalm – Psalm 91:  

“Be with me,  O Lord, in my distress.” 

Second Reading – Romans 10:8-13: “The word is 
near you, in your mouth and in your heart – that 
is, the word of faith that we preach, for, if you 
confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and 
believe in your heart that God raised him from 
the dead, you will be saved.” 

Gospel – Luke 4:1-13: “Filled with the Holy 
Spirit, Jesus returned from the Jordan and was 
led by the Spirit into the desert for forty days, 
to be tempted by the devil.” 

 
NEW SOUND SYSTEM AND LIVE STREAMING 
We have an updated digital sound system and a 
new live streaming, this was donated by a 
parishioner. Fr. Denis is still celebrating Mass 
online at 6.30 pm every Saturday night for the 
Vigil Mass, & Sunday morning Mass 10.30am, also 
morning Masses Monday to Thursday at 10am. 
Both are accessible through the Parish Facebook 
page: 

Catholic Church of the Holy Trinity and 
St Augustine of Canterbury 

For more information, please go to the Parish 
website https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/baldock 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
During Lent, Stations of the Cross will be held 
after the 10.00 Wednesday mass and every 
Friday (except Good Friday) at 7.30pm. All are 
welcome. 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

PLANNED GIVING 
Envelopes for the next year will be available in 
Church from 20th March. If your circumstances 
have changed ie you no longer a taxpayer or you 
have become a taxpayer please speak to 
Catherine or Father Denis. Thank you for your 
continuing support.  

REPOSITORY  
Has been re-stocked after Christmas. St. 
Patrick‟s Day cards are now on sale and there 
will be a good selection of Easter cards available 
from this month and up to Easter. 

  

https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Luke%203.22
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Exod%204.22
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Exod%2016.1%E2%80%9313
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Exod%2017.1%E2%80%936
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Gen%207.12
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Exod%2024.18
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Exodus%2034.28
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/1%20Kings%2019.8
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/1%20Kings%2019.8
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Jonah%203.4
https://young-catholics.com/scripture-reading/?en=402&rp=3499
https://young-catholics.com/scripture-reading/?en=403&rp=3499
https://young-catholics.com/scripture-reading/?en=404&rp=3499
https://young-catholics.com/scripture-reading/?en=405&rp=3499
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/baldock


 
THE ANNUAL MASS OF 
THANKSGIVING FOR THE 
SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY 
is at Westminster Cathedral, 
on Saturday 14th May 2022 at 
3pm. The Cardinal is inviting 
to this Mass all couples in the 
Diocese, who are celebrating 
their 5th 10th, 25th, 30th, 40th, 
50th and 60th (and every year 
over 60) Wedding Anniversary 
of Catholic Marriage in 
2022.  If you are celebrating 
an anniversary, please give 
the following details: 
husband and wife‟s names, 
wedding date, full postal 
address and email (or 
telephone number, if no 
email). 020 75921856. Details 
of attendees are sent to: 
family@rcdow.org.uk 

MEN’S BREAKFAST. Our next 
parish men‟s breakfast will be 
next Saturday 12th March at 
8.30am. We begin with 
coffee, tea, fruit or a danish 
and a bit of a catch up. We 
will be continuing to follow 
„The Chosen‟ a brilliant and 
thought-provoking 
dramatisation of St Luke‟s 
gospel. We finish at 10.30 
sharp. If you‟ve not been able 
to join us before please do 
come along. All men are 
assured of an open welcome 
and warm fellowship. For 
more information please 
contact John or phone 
Richard 07931 761398. 

VOLUNTEERING WITH 
CARITAS 
As we enter Lent, have you 
considered Volunteering? 
Take a look at “Why I 
Volunteer with the Caritas 
Deaf Service”, follow the 
links and you may find 
Patricia‟s story inspires you 
to help others. 
https://rcdow.org.uk/cardin
als-appeal/why-i-volunteer-
with-the-caritas-deaf-
service/ 
 

Please remember in your prayers: 

 

We pray especially for the sick of the parish, and 
for those who care for and support them. We 
remember those who have died recently, 
especially Lucy Lazarus, Trevor Flood, Frances 
Mc Kenna and Adrian Ives, and those whose 
anniversaries occur about this time: Joanne 
Keeton; Iwan Ilkiw; Patricia Picking; John 
Clayton; Sr Christine Bertrand; Albert Hynes; 
Anna Hacker; Ruth McNally; Stephen Wycochi; 
Eileen Muscovita; Thomas Keenan; Vincent 
Lerwicki; Grainne Kirke; Joyce Fitzgerald; Irma 
Skeeles; Mary Dilley. 

Sat 5th 
6.30 pm 
Vigil Mass 

Vincent Lewicki RIP 

Sun 6th   
 8.30am 
10.30am 

 
Emma Sian RIP 

Mon 7th 10.00am Tom Keenan RIP 

Tue 8th    10.00am Julian Brotherton 

Wed 9th      10.00am Rudolph Sufliarsky RIP 

Thu10th      No mass  No mass today 

Fri 11th  No Mass  Friday -   abstinence 

Please note that mass intentions as set out 
above may not always be read out, but the 
intention is offered. 

Holy Hour: Saturday 5.15 – 6.15 pm 

Confessions: Saturday  5.45 – 6.15 pm 

Or by appointment with Fr. Denis 

Family Mass: 1st Sunday   10.30 am 

THE WEDNESDAY WORD IS AVAILABLE VIA THIS 
LINK:  
http://www.wednesdayword.org/school/index.
htm 

CHURCHES FINANCES & COLLECTION 
There are several ways to support the Parish. 
One of them is via a standing order, which is 
easy to set up and easy to stop, if you want to, 
when this difficult period has passed. Please use 
the bank account details, available from our 
website below, to set up the standing order if 
you use online banking, or you can write to, 
telephone or visit your bank as well. You can 
also donate via the website. Or, of course, you 
can contribute after mass in the Collection 
Plates provided. Fr. Denis would like to thank 
everyone for their generosity during this time of 
pandemic.  
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/baldock/donate/ 

RC HOSPITAL 
CHAPLAIN:  John O 
Neil. Please call the 
Chaplaincy office at 
the Lister Hospital 
Contact Tel: Mobile: 
07876 526935 Lister 
01438 285518,  

FOR ALL GENERAL 
PARISH ENQUIRIES 
CONTACT: Parish 
Office: Tel: 01462 
893127 

CHURCH HALL HIRE: 
Please contact parish 
office 01462 893127 
BAPTISM 
PREPARATION: For 
further information 
please contact Richard 
and Marie Miller Tel: 
01462 490630. 

RCIA COURSE: The 
Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults 
programme consists of 
regular weekly 
meetings; if you would 
like to find out more 
please speak directly 
to Fr. Denis. 

ST. JOHN’S SCHOOL 
is our Catholic Parish 
Primary School.  
Parish families are 
welcome to visit and 
have a tour of the 
school.  Please come 
to the School Office or 
contact the Head 
teacher, Mr Tom 
Timson 01462 892478 
The school website is 
http://www.stjohns4.
herts.sch.uk/index.ht
ml 

NEWSLETTER  
Please submit items 
for inclusion, 
preferably by Tuesday 
evening, by either 
emailing the parish 
email address 

(baldock@rcdow.or
g.uk) or handing 

them to Fr. Denis. 
Thank you 

VATICAN NEWS 
Remember that you 
can keep up with all 
the latest news from 
The Vatican at the 
Official Vatican 
Network 
www.news.va/en.  

Your SAFEGUARDING 
REPRESENTATIVES 
have special 
responsibility for 
promoting good and 
safe practices in all 
activities involving 
children, young 
people, and adults at 
risk. Please Contact: 
Patricia Cusack & 
Colete Murphy  
Baldocksg3@safeguard 
rcdow.org.uk 

mailto:family@rcdow.org.uk
http://www.wednesdayword.org/school/index.htm
http://www.wednesdayword.org/school/index.htm
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/baldock/donate/

