
 
16th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

17th July 2022   

WAITING ON THE LORD 
God wants to dwell with each of us personally, 
intimately—as the mysterious guests once visited 
Abraham’s tent, as Jesus once entered the home 
of Mary and Martha. 

By his hospitality in this week’s First Reading, 
Abraham shows us how we are to welcome the 
Lord into our lives. His selfless service of his 
divine guests (see Hebrews 13:1) stands in 
contrast to the portrait of Martha drawn in this 
week’s Gospel. 

Where Abraham is concerned only for the well-
being of his guests, Martha speaks only of 
herself—“Do you not care that my sister has left 
me by myself? . . . Tell her to help me.” Jesus’ 
gentle rebuke reminds us that we risk missing the 
divine in the mundane, that we can fall into the 
trap of believing that God somehow needs to be 
served by human hands (see Acts 17:25). 

Our Lord comes to us not to be served but to 
serve (see Matthew 20:28). He gave His life that 
we might know the one thing we need, the 
“better part,” which is life in the fellowship of 
God. 

Jesus is the true Son promised today by 
Abraham’s visitors  In Him, God has made an 
everlasting covenant for all time, made us blessed 
descendants of Abraham. 

The Church now offers us this covenant, bringing 
to completion the word of God, the promise of His 
plan of salvation, what Paul calls “the mystery 
hidden for ages.” 

As once He came to Abraham, Mary, and Martha, 
Christ now comes to each of us in Word and 
Sacrament. As we sing in this week’s Psalm: He 
will make His dwelling with those who keep His 
Word and practice justice. 

If we do these things we will not be anxious or 
disturbed, will not have our Lord taken from us. 
We will wait on the Lord, who told Abraham and 
tells each of us: “I will surely return to you. 

Prayer 
Loving Father, during this time of rest and 
relaxation please repair in me whatever is weary 
or broken, and revive my drooping spirit.  Let this 
time of holidays be a graced time of recollection 
and rejuvenation, of deeper self-awareness and 
eager self-giving.  May it be an occasion of  

 

refreshment and reinvigoration – a time to 
reclaim my friendship with Jesus Christ, who is 
our Lord now and for ever. Amen 

A Summertime mediation  

  
Jesus said to them, “you must come away to 
some lonely place all by yourselves and rest for a 
while.” Mark 6:31 

Meditation 
In this summer period many  leave  the cities and 
find themselves at tourist sites or in their 
homeland for their vacations.  It is a time when 
this much awaited rest serve to strengthen our 
minds and bodies, which, given the hectic course 
of modern existence, daily undergoes a 
continuous fatigue and strain.   

The holidays also afford a precious opportunity to 
spend more time with relatives, to visit family 
and friends, in a word, to give more space to 
those human contacts whose desired cultivation is 
impeded by the rhythm of daily duties.   

For many, holiday time becomes a profitable 
occasion for cultural contacts, for prolonged 
moments of prayer and of contemplation in 
contact with nature or in monasteries and 
religious structures.   

Having more free time, one can dedicate oneself 
more easily to conversation with God, meditation 
on Sacred Scripture, and reading some useful, 
formative book.  Those who experience this 
spiritual repose know how useful it is not to 
reduce vacations to mere relaxation and 
amusement. 

SUMMER HOLIDAYS                                        

  
The newsletter team have been up in their lofts 
retrieving their buckets and spades because it’s 
time to set off on our holidays.  We’ll be back on 
the 11th September.  We sincerely hope all our 
parishioners have an enjoyable summer.  In the 
meantime check out the parish website for 
updates   on what’s going on in the parish: 
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YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED 
FOR:  

 

We pray especially for the 
sick of the parish 
especially, Joan Burke, 
Joyce Piper and Mareid  
Kirke and for those who 
care for and support them. 
We remember those who 
have died recently, 
especially Joe Sarno, and 
those whose anniversaries 
occur at this time: Andrew 
Kelly; Helena Tutak; 
Catherine Scanlon; Mary 
Brigid Smith; Maria Grant; 
Dorothy Hutton; Martha 
Bridgeman; Denis Francis; 
Daniel Huggins; Norman 
Biggins; Kathleen East; 
Edith Heady; Stefan 
Smolka; Martin O Leary; 
John Stredwick; Ann 
Lynch; Gladys Clare; Arthur 
Crook; John Casey; Paul 
Bugil; Mary Light; Sr Brigid 
Maher; Ray Knight; William 
O’Mahony; Barry Huber; 
Annie Davey; Lucia 
Hawkins. 

Please see the list at the 
back of the church of 
those whose anniversaries 
occur during August. 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

BLESSING OF THE GRAVES 
IN BALDOCK CEMETERY 
On Sunday 14th August, 
the Feast of the 
Assumption, Father Denis 
will lead a small service at 
Baldock Cemetery, which 
is just off The Sycamores, 
next to The Orange Tree 
Pub.  He will bless the 
graves of all our loved 
ones.  If you wish to 

attend, please be there at 12.30. 

BBQ Reflection 
What a wonderful sunny day our  annual 
open-air Mass was and how hard people had 
worked to make it a success! Afterwards more 
than 120 people shared a delicious meal with 
friends and fellow parishioners. It was so good 
to sit in the beautiful grounds of our church 
and enjoyed each other’s’ company. 
Thank you to everyone involved; to Fr. Denis 
for his spiritual input, to the servers and the 
choir, to the shifters, gardeners, cooks, 
servers and clearers and to the fund raising 
committee. Lastly, thanks to all who came 
and shared in our parish mass and, 
afterwards, our meal together. Nadine Wylie 
 

Sat 16th 
6.30 pm 
Vigil Mass 

 

Sun 17th   
8.30 am 
 
10.30am 

Kajetan Migdal RIP & 
the JHN Community  
 

Mon 18th 10.00am  

Tue 19th    10.00am 
Breege & Michael 
Kerrane RIP 

Wed 20th      10.00am Norman Biggins RIP 

Thu 21st     No Mass    

Fri 22nd   No Mass St Mary Magdalene 

 

Please note that mass intentions as set out 
above may not always be read out, but the 
intention is offered. 
Holy Hour: Saturday 5.15 – 6.15 pm 
Confessions: Saturday  5.45 – 6.15 pm 
Or by appointment with Fr. Denis 
Family Mass: 1st Sunday   10.30 am 
THE WEDNESDAY WORD IS AVAILABLE VIA   
http://www.wednesdayword.org/school/inde
x.htm Fr. Denis is still celebrating Mass online 
at 6.30 pm every Saturday night for the Vigil 
Mass, Sunday morning Mass 10.30am, & 
morning Masses Monday to Thursday at 10am.  
All are accessible through the Parish 
Facebook page: Catholic Church of the Holy 
Trinity and St Augustine of Canterbury. For 
more information, please go to the Parish 
website https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/baldock 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY will be back in  
September. There will now be a regular 
‘family mass’ on the first Sunday of every 
month.  Children's liturgy will be held weekly 
at the 10.30 Sunday Mass.   

RC HOSPITAL 
CHAPLAIN:  John O’ 
Neil. Please call the 
Chaplaincy office at 
the Lister Hospital 
Contact Tel: Mobile: 
07876 526935 Lister 

01438 285518,  

FOR ALL GENERAL 
PARISH ENQUIRIES 
CONTACT: Parish 
Office: Tel: 01462 

893127 

CHURCH HALL HIRE: 
Please contact parish 
office 01462 893127 
BAPTISM 
PREPARATION: For 
further information 
please contact Richard 
and Marie Miller Tel: 
01462 490630. 

RCIA COURSE: The 
Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults 
programme consists of 
regular weekly 
meetings; if you would 
like to find out more 
please speak directly 
to Fr. Denis. 

ST. JOHN’S SCHOOL 
is our Catholic Parish 
Primary School.  
Parish families are 
welcome to visit and 
have a tour of the 
school. Contact  the 
School Office or  the 
Head teacher, Mr Tom 
Timson 01462 892478 
The school website is 
http://www.stjohns4.
herts.sch.uk/index.ht
ml 

NEWSLETTER  
Please submit items 
for inclusion, 
preferably by Tuesday 
evening, by either 
emailing the parish 
email address 

(baldock@rcdow.or
g.uk) or handing 

them to Fr. Denis. 

Thank you 

VATICAN NEWS 
Remember that you 
can keep up with all 
the latest news from 
The Vatican at the 
Official Vatican 
Network 

www.news.va/en.  

Your SAFEGUARDING 
REPRESENTATIVES 
have responsibility for 
promoting good and 
safe practices in all 
activities involving 
children, young 
people, and adults at 
risk. Please Contact: 
Patricia Cusack & 
Colete Murphy  
Baldocksg2@safeguard 
rcdow.org.uk 
Baldocksg3@safeguard 
rcdow.org.uk 
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