
Catholic Church of Mary Immaculate
and St Gregory the Great

!e Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph
A warm welcome is extended to everyone

N E W S L E T T E R

Sunday	  29	  December	  2019	  
18.30*	   Mass	  Genvieve	  Groves	  +
08.00	  	   Mass	  Francis	  Joseph	  +
09.30	  	   Mass	  John	  Brooks	  +
11.15	   Mass	  Jonathan	  Blunt	  +
18.30	   Mass	  Parish	  &	  People

✦

‘NEW’ (Youth Retreat)
Monday 30

11.00 Mass John Joe Brooks +

Tuesday 31

21.30   Evening Mass
 Vincentino Leitao ann+

Wednesday 1st January 2020

Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother 
of God
11.00   Mass ‘New’ Retreat (thksgiving) 
(Celebrant Bp John Sherrington)

✦

Thursday	  2

St	  Basil	  the	  Great	  &	  Gregory	  Nazianzen
09.30	   Morning	  Prayer
10.00	  	  	   Mass	  Sean	  Murphy	  +

Friday	  3

The	  Most	  Holy	  Name	  of	  Jesus
09.30	   Morning	  Prayer
10.00	  	  	   Mass	  Breda	  Crabb	  ann	  +
19.30	   Mass	  Jonathan	  Stephens	  (int)	  
	   ‘Transformation’	  (see	  notices)

Saturday	  4

09.30	   Morning	  Prayer
10.00	  	  	   Mass	  Adrian	  Herzmark	  +
18.30*	   Mass	  Peter	  &	  Paul	  Sheerin	  +

Sunday	  5	  	  The	  Epiphany	  of	  The	  Lord

08.00	  	   Mass	  
09.30	  	   Mass	  Parish	  &	  People
11.15	   Mass	  Pietro	  &	  Yolanda	  Terroni	  
	   ann	  +
18.30	   Mass	  Tony	  O’Grady	  +

T H I S  W E E K

Parish Priest:  Fr John McKenna      Hospital Chaplain:  vacant appointment    
82 Union Street  Barnet  EN5 4HZ          T:  020 8449 3338           E: barnet@rcdow.org.uk         W:  parish.rcdow.org.uk/barnet

Pastoral Assistant:  Anita Hammond      PA/Parish Secretary:  Janet Nestor     Evangelisation Co-Ordinator: Jonathan Stephens

Pastoral Letter for the Feast of the Holy Family
29 December 2019

Pope Francis loves the crib. In his recent Apostolic Letter (Admirabile 
Signum) he describes the Crib as an admirable sign, wanting it  to be seen 
everywhere. He describes a family crib as ‘a joyful tradition’, one we 
learn from our parents and grandparents. So on this Feast of the Holy 
Family, while cribs still adorn our homes and churches, the nativity scene 
is a natural starting point for reflection.

I always look first for the angels. With great glory, they declare the Good 
News of the birth of Christ, promising peace and goodwill. Angels ask us 
to listen to the unexpected, directing us to a scene of weakness and 
poverty as the chosen place of God. For us, listening carefully and 
hearing the full message is often difficult. We so readily jump to quick 
conclusions that are not  the best because they are based on only part of 
the story. Only slowly do we learn that, in our search for peace and 
goodwill, we often begin from the wrong place. The angels teach us 
where to look! 

At the centre of every crib scene is the baby Jesus. This baby is the one 
who would grow up to profess, in words recorded by St John, that  ‘I am 
the Way, the Truth, and the Life’. Here is Truth, defenceless in the 
manger! Can we learn that today Truth has always to be respected, 
nurtured, protected? Selling truth short  is one of the ways in which we 
fail in our love and respect  for God. In the Crib we see Jesus Christ, 
reaching out  to all of humanity, urging us to speak the truth always. He 
will do so, even when it takes him to the Cross. We too, then, are called 
to live and express truth, in all its complexity, as best we can, even when 
it takes us where we might rather not go.

We do well to remember, especially at this time of year, that the infant 
Christ  is not  only our Truth, he is the ‘Word made flesh’. These three 
words, ‘Word made flesh’, take us to the heart of the mystery of Christ, 
and of our Christian faith. God’s creative Word comes to share our 
nature, our humanity, even as he lies in the manger. In the simplicity of 
the baby, God offers us a way to the heart of the mystery of his Godhead, 
and an invitation to walk the pathway of salvation.

We encounter the living word of God in so many ways but  especially in 
the Sacred Scriptures. In every parish in England in Wales, we are 
embarking on a ‘Year of the Word’. This is an opportunity for us to 
discover afresh the riches of the Word of God in the Scriptures. On 26 
January the whole Church will mark, for the first time, the ‘Sunday of 
the Word of God’ that  has recently been established by Pope Francis. In 
our own Diocese, in Westminster Cathedral at the end of January, there 
will be a Scripture Roadshow, including ‘tents of meeting’ and specially 
commissioned artwork throughout the Cathedral, encouraging us to 
receive the Word of God more attentively. Deepening our knowledge and 
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MASS	  TIMES
‘NEW’	  Retreat
Monday	  30

11.00am	  Mass
(please	  note	  new	  time)

Tuesday	  31
9.30pm	  Evening	  Mass
(please	  note	  new	  time)

Wednesday	  1st	  January	  2020
11.00am	  Mass

(please	  note	  new	  time)
Main	  Celebrant

Bishop	  John	  Sherrington

____________

Parish	  Volunteers:	  please	   join	  us	  
on	  Saturday	  18th	  January	  2020	  at	  
the	   6.30pm	  Mass	   to	  celebrate	   and	  
give	  thanks,	  followed	  by	  refreshments	  
in	   the	   parish	   hall!	   For	   catering	  
purposes,	   please	   RSVP	   Janet	   on	  
barnet@rcdow.org.uk	  by	  6th	  January	  
2020.

NEW’	  is	  a	  Youth2K	  Retreat	  for	  Young	  
Adults	  (16-‐35	  year	  olds)	  and	  this	  year	  I	  am	  
delighted	  to	  say	  we	  are	  hosting	  it.	  	  We	  will	  
have	  over	  100	  young	  people	  joining	  us	  on	  
the	  30th	  December	  to	  the	  1st	  January	  2020	  
bringing	  in	  the	  New	  Year	  in	  Church.	  	  You	  
are	  welcome	   to	   join	   us.	   	   To	  register:	  
newyear@youth2000.org
Please	  pray	  for	  the	  young	  people	  in	  our	  
parish.	  	  

Our	  Crib	  offering	  will	  be	  donated	  to	  
the	   Catholic	   Children’s	   Society	   to	  
support	  their	  work	  with	  disadvantaged	  
children	  and	  families.	   	  This	  will	  help	  
provide	  mental	  health	  services,	  family	  
support	   and	   emergency	   grants	   for	  
vulnerable	  children	  in	  our	  Diocese.

‘Come	  -‐	  Let	  Us	  Worship’	  	  Please	  join	  
us	  on	  Friday	  3rd	  January	  for	  an	  evening	  
of	  giving	  praise	  and	  worship	  to	  Jesus	  in	  
the	  Blessed	  Sacrament,	  starting	  with	  
Mass	   at	   7.30pm	   in	   church.	   All	  
welcome!	  	  Main	  Celebrant:	  Fr	  Angelus

      Registered Charity No: 233699                               

FOR	  YOUR	  PRAYERS

Sick & Housebound:  
 
Sacrament	  of	  Baptism:	  

Recently	  Died:	  

Music for the Liturgy

9.30am Mass

Entrance: 	 166

Psalm:   Let every nation of the 
e a r t h re j o i c e t o h e a r o f t h e 
Saviour’s birth.

Response to prayers: And hear 
us as we pray

Offertory: 	 170

Communion: 	 698 / 144

Going Forth: 	 150

Music Co-ordinator
Teresa O’Sullivan

P A R I S H  N O T I C E S

Fr John & the
Parish Team

wish you all a 
Peaceful New Year

2020

love of Scripture is such an important way to refresh our love of Christ. I 
encourage you to do what you can to mark the ‘Year of the Word’ in your 
parishes and homes.

Now back to the crib! A third figure is St  Joseph, ‘the guardian who 
tirelessly protects his family’ (Admirable Signum 7). In his heart, as so 
often in ours, things must  have been very far from clear. Only because his 
heart  was also faithful and true to God, did he manage to remain steady in 
the steps he took. For most of us it  is not  so. We all have to admit  our 
mistakes.  Perhaps this Christmas in our families there have been mis-steps, 
harsh words, and unwanted squabbles. In such moments we must  learn from 
our mistakes. Then we can grow closer to the Lord who is full of mercy and 
compassion for us in our weakness.  In a world where things are often very 
far from clear, St  Joseph reminds us that faithfulness and honest  stewardship 
are the essential elements of being a disciple, not success or praise. 

As this Christmas season continues, I hope you will find some time for 
prayer at  the crib, in church or in your own homes. I am sure that your 
family, and all those you love, will be foremost in your prayer. Please pray 
for me. Please pray too, in this holy season, that we may be more attentive 
to each other, with a deeper regard for the truth, and faithful in all we do. 
May the holy Angels and St Joseph pray for us too! 

A very happy Christmas to you all.

Yours devotedly,

Cardinal Vincent Nichols
Archbishop of Westminster
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