
                                                                                                                                                          
 
 

 

Mass Intentions:                             We Pray for: 

Sun 7 Jul  14th Sunday in Ordinary 
Time 

8:30am 
 
10:00am* 

People of the Parish 
 
Esther Horkon and All Holy Souls RIP 

Mon 8 Jul Feria 10:00am  Brendan O’Shaughnessy RIP  

Tue 9 Jul Feria 10:00am  Tony and Joan Garnell Int 

Thu 11 Jul Saint Benedict, Abbot, 
Patron of Europe 

12:00pm Tony McHugh RIP 

Fri 12 Jul Feria 11:00am  Requiem Mass – Hilda Hogan 

Sat 13 Jul Feria 
 
Sunday Vigil 

10:00am  
 
5:00pm 

Elizabeth O’Rourke RIP Ann 
 
Deceased members of the Faulconer 
Family and All Holy Souls RIP 

Sun 14 Jul  15th Sunday in Ordinary 
Time 

8:30am 
 
10:00am* 

People of the Parish 
 
Deceased members of the Nuttgens 
Family and All Holy Souls RIP 

                               Holy Day of Obligation           * Livestream Mass         
Saturday - 9:00am – Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament (and confession alongside) 
with Benediction at 9:45am 
Confessions can also be arranged outside of these times, please contact Fr Joseph                 
 

 
 

The Sick and the Housebound   
We pray especially for: Gerry Earls, Terry 
McDonnell, Lucy Fox, Judith Poupart, Kath 
McAsey, Natasha D’Mello, Anne Harte, 
William Miller, Raza Shah, Caroline Butler, 
Ann McDonnell, William Campbell, Alice 
Danladi, Ron Harper, Joe Quinn, Rosemary 
Goacher, Jane Blayney, Dympna O’Connor, 
Lucy Chapman. 
We commend them to God’s healing. 
The Recently Deceased & Anniversaries 
We pray for those who have died recently 
or those whose anniversaries occur at this 
time including: Ose Nnani Edith Dicom, 
Roseanna Lawler, Fr Cedric Stanley, 
Michael Earls, Brendan O’Shaughnessy, 
Hilda Hogan, Michael John McMahon, 
Hilda Hogan, Kuda Essof, Josie Redmond, Fr 
Francis Wahle, Ann Pettingell, Christine 
Adams, Tony Fay.   
May they rest in peace and rise in glory. 
Amen 
 

 

Sacred Heart Church 
Park Street, Berkhamsted, HP4 1HX 
Tel: 01442 863 845 
Email: berkhamsted@rcdow.org.uk 
Website: https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/berkhamsted/ 
(Office Hours: 10:00am-2.00pm, Mon, Tue and Thurs.)  

 
 

Parish Priest - Fr Joseph Okoro: josephokoro@rcdow.org.uk 
Administrator – Laura Etson: berkhamsted@rcdow.org.uk  

Parish Safeguarding Representatives (PSRs)  
Carmella Perkins – Sacred Heart PSR: 

berkhamstedsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk 

The Blessed Sacrament Lamp 
for the peaceful repose of  

Michael John McMahon, RIP 
 

 Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B, 7th July 2024, Psalter Wk 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
      

“The Word was made flesh and lived among us: to all who did accept him he gave power to become children of God.” – 

 (Jn. 1:14; 12 – Sunday Gospel Acclamation) 
 

Take a mental walk back into the past of the experiences of Christian men, women, and teenagers to see how they became 

outstanding in their propagation of the Christian faith. Amidst the successes they recorded were also moments of rejection 

which they also faced at the time. Some names come to mind here – St Thomas More, St Margaret Clitherow, St Thomas 

Beckett, St Maria Gorretti, and many others.  

This Sunday’s first and Gospel readings talk about the role of the prophet as a messenger of God, whose job of conveying 

God’s message to the people is not always easy. A prophet's job is to open people's eyes to the reality of their 

situation - pointing out to them the things they would rather forget or ignore. A prophet is a sort of “national conscience”, 

always awake to situations of injustice and always speaking out about them. A prophet is commissioned to do this by God, 

who sends the prophet on his mission. Sometime he receives a welcome and at other times, obstinate rejection and mockery.  

In Jesus’ teaching and preaching about the Kingdom of God and the best way to live, we see both responses. Despite the 

welcome his message has received elsewhere, when he comes to his hometown he is faced with rejection -such that “he was 

amazed at their lack of faith.” It is curious that they seem to accept his wisdom, and his miracles, but because he grew up 

among them, they cannot accept him as one who has come from God, worse still, that he is God himself.  

We should remember that it is often hardest to stand up for the truth among those who know us well. At the same time, as 

prophets by virtue of our baptisms, we have the holy obligation to uphold the truth of God and about his creation, since only 

holding unto this can we be save and set free. Let us therefore pray for a living faith in God and in his plan for humanity, for 

courage and love.  
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New Lectionary – The Lectionary which contains the Scripture readings 
for Mass and the celebration of the Sacraments, is changing as part of 
the continuing processing of revising liturgical translations, which began 
with the Roman Missal in 2011. On the First Sunday of Advent 2024, the 
new lectionary will become mandatory in all Catholic parishes and Mass 
Centres throughout England, Wales and Scotland. We will also take the 
opportunity to introduce Parish Mass Books and discontinue the Mass 
sheets on Sundays as this will save cost in the long term and the former 
can be reused. The 4 volume new lectionary costs £695, the Book of the 
Gospel - £275. The Mass books come in three parts for each liturgical 
year - A, B and C. We are hoping to purchase about 150 copies each of 
the 3 parts for each liturgical year. At a reduced price of £4.95, it will 
cost £6,682.50. This will mean a considerable cost to the parish and if 
you would like to contribute towards the purchasing of these 
Lectionaries you would be very welcome. Please speak to Fr Joseph or 
Laura in the parish office for more details. 

New Parish Priest – The Cardinal has appointed Fr John Byrne as the 
new Parish Priest for Corpus Christi Parish Tring, beginning in 
September. Fr John is currently the Parish Priest of St Lawrence Parish, 
Feltham. Please keep him in your prayers.  

The Newly Confirmed – We congratulate and welcome five of the 
young people of our parish who received the Sacrament of 
Confirmation on the 15th of June, as well as their families to the 10am 
Mass this Sunday. They will be reading, leading in the prayers of the 
faithful, helping with collections and bringing up the offertory during 
this Mass. We will presenting them to the rest of the Parish and their 
Confirmation certificates given to them at the end of the Mass. Please 
keep them in your prayers.   

Parish Financial Information – A financial summary of our Parish for 
2023 can be found on the noticeboard at the back of the Church. It also 
highlights how much we would have received on gift aid had everyone 
gift aided their donation. Please consider registering for gift aid if you 
are a UK tax payer.   

Gift Aid - We have just made our Gift Aid claim for tax year 2023/24 
from which we expect to receive approximately £13,500 this year. We 
can claim 25% of the offertory made by those parishioners who 
participate in the scheme. We encourage as many as possible to sign up 
as this will financially support the parish at not extra cost to you. Gift 
Aid forms are available at the back of the church or by contacting Laura 
in the Parish office. Thank you all for your generosity.  

Requiem Mass – for the late Hilda Hogan will be celebrated on Friday 
12th July at 11:00am, here at Sacred Heart. We encourage Parishioners 
to please attend if possible. Our thoughts and prayers are with the 
family. May she rest in peace and rise in glory. Amen. 

Enrolment for New Altar Servers – We welcome the children who 
made their First Holy Communion recently and those older to join our 
Guild of Altar Servers. This is one of the ways you can take active role 
and be involved in the Mass and the life of our parish community. We 
will schedule training session in the autumn but it would be helpful if 
you could register your interest now to help us know how to plan for 
the training sessions in the autumn. 

First Holy Communion , Confirmation  and RCIA  – Applications for First 
Holy Communion, Confirmation and RCIA 2024 will open from the 9th 
September. Please phone or email Fr Joseph to book an appointment. 
Josephokoro@rcdow.org.uk 

Second Collection for Peter’s Pence – Last Sunday there was a second 
collection for Peter’s Pence, thank you for your donations, as a parish 
we raised £418.16. 

Structural Repairs at Sacred Heart – Shortly we will commence some 
structural, restoration works to the concrete window surrounds of the 
stained glass windows. We are also in the process of obtaining quotes 
to repair one of the brick flower beds to the front of the church which 
has unfortunately started to collapse and has become a health and 
safety issue. 

Corpus Christi Parish Tring BBQ - will be on the 14th of July after the 
10.30 am Mass onwards. All are welcome to join us. Tickets will be 
£5.00 per head. Children under 5 years are free. Please contact Heather 
Houston to book your place at h.houston@ntlworld.com 

Offertory Collections – 30/6/24 
Weekly Loose Plate - £99.70 
Weekly Contactless - £83.00 
Thank you to every one for your support to our Parish. 

Contactless Donation Machine – We are grateful for your 
continuing support to the parish. Donations for Mass stipends, 
votive candles, building maintenance fund, flowers for the 
Church and offertory can also be made using the contactless 
machine or the QR code below. You can also gift-aid your 
donation if you are a UK taxpayer. THANK YOU. 

 
Online Giving – Should you wish to become a regular online 
donor please use the Parish bank details below.    
WRCDT Berkhamsted  
Sort Code 40-05-20 
Ac. Number 31264354 
Please do include your name as your reference and if you 
would like to gift-aid please ask Fr Joseph or Laura for a form. 
Thank you for your continued generosity and support to our 
parish. It is greatly appreciated. 

Mass Intentions – Please call or visit the parish office to book 
Masses for your intentions, email Laura or use the blue 
envelopes at the back of the church. 
The Diocesan suggested donation is £10.00. Thank you. 
If making a donation online, please use ‘MASS STIPEND’ and 
the date of the mass as your reference. 

Blessed Sacrament Lamp - If you would like to sponsor the 
Blessed Sacrament Lamp, for a week, the diary is open. The 
recommended donation for a whole week sponsorship is £5. 
Contact the office to book for your preferred week and your 
intention. Intention cards are also available from the office. 

Parishes Celebrations / Dates for your Diaries –  
14th July        Corpus Christi Tring BBQ – 12pm 
15th July         Happy Wonderers Event 2-4pm 
14th Sept       Chiltern Chamber Choir Concert 6:30pm 

The Happy Wanderers Club - are having a Summer Party  at 
Sacred Heart Church Hall on Monday 15th July 2-4pm. 
Invitation is extended to the elderly and housebound 
Parishioners. Transport can be provided. There will be 
entertainment, raffle and afternoon tea. All at no cost. Please 
find a sign-up sheet at the back of the Church and sign-up by 
Sunday 7th July. For more information, ring  Rachel Franc. Tel: 
01442 863161. 

The Divine Mercy Apostolate London - is holding a Divine 
Mercy Retreat on Saturday 20 July 2024 from 1:30 pm - 4:30 
pm at St Sebastian and St Pancras R.C. Church 22 Hay Lane, 
Kingsbury NW9 0NG. It will include teachings on the Message 
of Mercy, Stations of the Cross, Holy Mass, Hour of 
Mercy with Adoration and Benediction and Veneration of the 
Image of Merciful Jesus. All Welcome. Please call Millie on 
07957594646 for more information. 

The Chiltern Chamber Choir -  will be returning to give a 
concert at 6:30pm on Saturday 14th September at the Sacred 
Heart Church. It is free entry and all donations will go to 
the church. The title of the concert is Gaudete Omnes!  (“let 
all the people rejoice!”), and, as such, the programme is a 
collection of joyful sacred anthems by composers ranging 
from Monteverdi and Gabrieli to Faure, Stravinsky and Parry. 
We hope it will be a lovely end to the summer and please do 
put the date in the diary as we would like to fill the church! 
 

 
 

QR code to enable donation via 
mobile devices. 
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