
                                                                                                                                                          
 
 

 

Mass Intentions:                             We Pray for: 

Sun 30 Jun  Saints Peter and Paul, 
Apostles 

8:30am 
 
10:00am* 

People of the Parish 
 
Stella and Maurice Hoban and All Holy 
Souls RIP 

Mon 1 Jul The Dedication of the 
Cathedral Church 

10:00am  Robert McGuire RIP  

Tue 2 Jul Feria 10:00am  Deceased members of the Henderson 
family and All Holy Souls RIP 

Thu 4 Jul Feria 12:00pm Norman Wooldridge and All Holy Souls 
RIP 

Fri 5 Jul Feria 10:00am  George Smith and All Holy Souls RIP 

Sat 6 Jul Feria 
 
 
Sunday Vigil 

10:00am  
 
 
5:00pm 

Margaret and Harry North and All Holy 
Souls RIP 
 
John Hughes and All Holy Souls RIP 

Sun 7 Jul  14th Sunday in Ordinary 
Time 

8:30am 
 
10:00am* 

People of the Parish 
 
Esther Horkon and All Holy Souls RIP 

                               Holy Day of Obligation           * Livestream Mass         
Saturday - 9:00am – Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament (and confession alongside) 
with Benediction at 9:45am 
Confessions can also be arranged outside of these times, please contact Fr Joseph                 
 

 
 

The Sick and the Housebound   
We pray especially for: Gerry Earls, Terry 
McDonnell, Lucy Fox, Ose Nnani, Roseanna 
Lawler, Judith Poupart, Kath McAsey, 
Natasha D’Mello, Anne Harte, William 
Miller, Raza Shah, Edith Dicom, Caroline 
Butler, Ann McDonnell, William Campbell, 
Alice Danladi, Ron Harper, Joe Quinn, 
Rosemary Goacher, Jane Blayney, Dympna 
O’Connor, Lucy Chapman. 
We commend them to God’s healing. 
The Recently Deceased & Anniversaries 
We pray for those who have died recently 
or those whose anniversaries occur at this 
time including: Michael Earls, Brendan 
O’Shaughnessy, Hilda Hogan, Michael John 
McMahon, Hilda Hogan, Kuda Essof, Josie 
Redmond, Fr Francis Wahle, Ann Pettingell, 
Christine Adams, Tony Fay,   
May they rest in peace and rise in glory. 
Amen 
 

 

Sacred Heart Church 
Park Street, Berkhamsted, HP4 1HX 
Tel: 01442 863 845 
Email: berkhamsted@rcdow.org.uk 
Website: https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/berkhamsted/ 
(Office Hours: 10:00am-2.00pm, Mon, Tue and Thurs.)  

 
 

Parish Priest - Fr Joseph Okoro: josephokoro@rcdow.org.uk 
Administrator – Laura Etson: berkhamsted@rcdow.org.uk  

Parish Safeguarding Representatives (PSRs)  
Carmella Perkins – Sacred Heart PSR: 

berkhamstedsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk 

The Blessed Sacrament Lamp 
for the peaceful repose of  

Michael John McMahon, RIP 
 

 Saints Peter and Paul, Apostles, Year B, 30th June 2024, Psalter Wk 4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
      

‘…when Herod saw that his beheading of James pleased the Jews, he decided to arrest Peter. All the time Peter was under guard 
the Church prayed to God for him unremittingly.’ (Acts 12:5) 

 
What makes this Sunday’s liturgical celebration such a great feast was not just the crown that Peter and Paul received but their 
steadfastness, together with the early Church in the face of persecutions under the reign of King Herod Agrippa as the first reading 
narrates it (Acts 12:1-11). The King, exploited the differences between the Jewish religious leaders and the early Christians largely 
for his political gains and to consolidate his power at the time. He was undeterred to resort to beheading James and throwing Peter 
into prison, if exterminating this fledgling religious sect, would help to consolidate his power. One of the lessons to draw from King 
Herod Agrippa’s opportunistic approach is that we each should strive to examine the motives of our own actions and preferences 
in life so that when we have run the race of this life to a finish, we can like St Paul, be able to say that we have kept the faith and 
by the grace of God await a place in heaven. 
 
Note too how the faithful responded to Peter’s incarceration – not in riotous or rebellious manner. Rather than disband because 
their leader had been captured, which the persecutors had wished was the case, they instead recourse to prayer. What more could 
have spurred them to hold fast and to pray, refusing to think or act according to the wishes of the persecutors, if not their love for 
Christ and and his Church. Are we quick to throw in the towel when fighting a good course, in times of sickness, disappointment, 
seeming failures, rejection, etc., or do we hold firm in prayer, knowing that on our own, we cannot do it alone, but with God? The 
persecutors only succeeded in making Peter more determined to stand the test, and the faithful more zealous and committed to 
the good of course of the faith. 
 
The witness of Peter and Paul to Jesus Christ as the Son of God and Saviour of the world and for which they died reminds us of 
how we too should live in our time with an unwavering profession and practice of the Christian faith that they preached. Their 
stories are a real source of hope that God’s grace can transform any human heart, including ours if we yield to him. May our 
desire be to give glory to God with and in our lives so that we may like Peter and Paul, receive the crown of unfading glory. 
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Parish Summer BBQ and Buffet – will be held on Sunday 7th July 
from 12pm. As part of the event, we will be hosting a football 
tournament, so please book your event ticket with Laura and then 
head here to register for the tournament 
https://forms.gle/2hAxh8C4FMvUwtwq6. 
This is a great opportunity to have a catch up before the summer 
holidays. Everyone is welcome! Come and join us for an amazing 
family afternoon of food, football and a bouncy castle!  
Suggested donations, Adults £10.00 or Families £20.00. 
Gift Aid - We have just made our Gift Aid claim for tax year 
2023/24 from which we expect to receive approximately £13,500 
this year. We can claim 25% of the offertory made by those 
parishioners who participate in the scheme. We encourage as 
many as possible to sign up as this will financially support the 
parish at not extra cost to you. Gift Aid forms are available at the 
back of the church or by contacting Laura in the parish office. 
Thank you all for your generosity.  

Donation to Mary’s Meal – Parents of the children who made 
their First Holy Communion recently have made a donation of £65 
to Mary’s Meal, enabling children to have a nourishing meal in 
places of education. Many thanks for this contribution. Donation 
was made in appreciation to Fr Joseph and the Catechists’ work in 
preparing the children to receive this precious gift of the 
Sacrament. Caroline & Anne. 

Enrolment for New Altar Servers – We welcome the children who 
made their First Holy Communion recently and those older to join 
our Guild of Altar Servers. This is one of the ways you can take 
active role and be involved in the Mass and the life of our parish 
community. We will schedule training session in the autumn but it 
would be helpful if you could register your interest now to help us 
know how to plan for the training sessions in the autumn. 

Second Collection 30th June – This Sunday there will be a second 
collection for Peter’s Pence, otherwise known as the Pope’s 
Charity. Proceeds from these donations help to fund the Pope’s 
philanthropic works around the world and to cover the cost of 
administering the Vatican State. Thank you for your donations. 

Engaging with our Young People (Update) - Recently nearly 20 
parishioners met to share ideas and the results of a survey (filled 
in by some Year 5 and 6 pupils). We now have some ideas and 
more concrete plans of how we engage with our young people 
both socially, within mass and generally in the life of the parish. 
As with everything it is easy to talk the talk but to make our plans 
a reality we need people willing to volunteer to help. We are 
holding a second meeting to match tasks to people’s skills and 
available time. I’m sure we all agree that our younger generations 
are the future of the church and they need our support and 
encouragement. Please join us on Monday July 1st at 7:30pm in 
the meeting room - your parish needs you! 

Assisting Housebound Parishioners to Mass – If you know any 
parishioner who would need support with transport to attend 
Mass on Sundays, please let us know in the parish office.  

Holy Rosary Devotion - The Rosary is a powerful spiritual weapon 
and efficacious prayer. Please join us to pray the Rosary on 
Mondays at 2:30pm, and after Mass on Fridays in church for our 
parish community, peace in the world and your private needs. 

Tea and coffee after Sunday 10am Mass- all are invited to join us 
in the parish hall for teas, coffees and chats. 

General Election 2024 – during the election campaign the 
Bishops’ Conference are providing resources including videos 
highlighting key areas of interest for Catholics. Posters with QR 
codes are available in each of the churches. This link takes you 
straight to the Bishops’ Conference General Election website: 
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/election24/ 

Offertory Collections – 23/6/24 
Weekly Loose Plate - £222.10 
Weekly Contactless - £80.00 
Thank you to every one for your support to our Parish. 

Contactless Donation Machine – We are grateful for your 
continuing support to the parish. Donations for Mass stipends, 
votive candles, building maintenance fund, flowers for the 
Church and offertory can also be made using the contactless 
machine or the QR code below. You can also gift-aid your 
donation if you are a UK taxpayer. THANK YOU. 

 
Online Giving – Should you wish to become a regular online 
donor please use the Parish bank details below.    
WRCDT Berkhamsted  
Sort Code 40-05-20 
Ac. Number 31264354 
Please do include your name as your reference and if you 
would like to gift-aid please ask Fr Joseph or Laura for a form. 
Thank you for your continued generosity and support to our 
parish. It is greatly appreciated. 

Mass Intentions – Please call or visit the parish office to book 
Masses for your intentions, email Laura or use the blue 
envelopes at the back of the church. 
The Diocesan suggested donation is £10.00. Thank you. 
If making a donation online, please use ‘MASS STIPEND’ and 
the date of the mass as your reference. 

Blessed Sacrament Lamp - If you would like to sponsor the 
Blessed Sacrament Lamp, for a week, the diary is open. The 
recommended donation for a whole week sponsorship is £5. 
Contact the office to book for your preferred week and your 
intention. Intention cards are also available from the office. 

Parishes Celebrations / Dates for your Diaries –  
1st Jul              Engaging Young People meeting 7:30pm 
7th July           Summer BBQ and buffet - 12pm  
14th July         Corpus Christi Tring BBQ – 12pm 
15th July         Happy Wonderers Event 2-4pm 

Parish Quiz Night – A big thank you to everyone who helped 
organise the Parish quiz last week. It was a great evening, 
congratulations to the winning team, The Celts! 

Corpus Christi Parish Tring BBQ - will be on the 14th of July 
after the 10.30 am Mass onwards. All are welcome to join us. 
Tickets will be £5.00 per head. Children under 5 years are free. 
Please contact Heather Houston to book your place at 
h.houston@ntlworld.com 

The Happy Wanderers Club - are having a Summer Party  at 
Sacred Heart Church Hall on Monday 15th July 2-4pm. 
Invitation is extended to the elderly and housebound 
Parishioners. Transport can be provided. There will be 
entertainment, raffle and afternoon tea. All at no cost. Please 
find a sign-up sheet at the back of the Church and sign-up by 
Sunday 7th July. For more information, ring  Rachel Franc. Tel: 
01442 863161. 

The Divine Mercy Apostolate London - is holding a Divine 
Mercy Retreat on Saturday 20 July 2024 from 1:30 pm - 4:30 
pm at St Sebastian and St Pancras R.C. Church 22 Hay Lane, 
Kingsbury NW9 0NG. It will include teachings on the Message 
of Mercy, Stations of the Cross, Holy Mass, Hour of Mercy with 
Adoration and Benediction and Veneration of the Image of 
Merciful Jesus. All Welcome. Please call Millie on 
07957594646 for more information. 

 
 

QR code to enable donation via 
mobile devices. 
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