This Sunday, the readings invite us to consider honestly the depth of our love for the Lord. The same challenging
guestions once put to the Israelites by Joshua, and later to the disciples by Jesus, are being asked of us today.

Today’s Gospel depicts a moment of crisis for Jesus’s followers. Some, who have already said yes to him, are now
finding it difficult to accept what he is claiming. Jesus wonders aloud how they will respond to what is to come.

In the First Reading the people of Israel, too, are offered a clear choice: do they want to serve God, or desert
God? They respond by declaring: ‘we have no intention of deserting the Lord our God.’

In the mystery of spousal choice, submission and loving service, the Second Reading offers us an allegory for the

Church’s relationship to Christ.

The Psalm shows what this service looks, feels, and tastes like. It is in the form of the goodness of the Lord, who

chooses to be close to us, especially in our distress.

This week, let’s trust in the closeness of the Lord, who offers us freedom whilst freely choosing us; the Lord who is

good, and who always works for our goodness.
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Sun 25 Aug 215t Sunday in Ordinary 8:30am People of the Parish The Sick and the Housebound
Time We pray especially for: Lynne Convery, Jim
10:00am*  Joseph and Peggy McDonnell and All Curtin, Jade Ellis, Baby William Jone, Jenny
Holy Souls RIP Anderson, Eileen Clarke, Gerry Earls, Terry
McDonnell, Lucy Fox, Judith Poupart,
Sat 31 Aug Sunday Vigil 5:00pm Kyria Sherwin RIP Ann Natasha D'Mello, Anne Harte, William
Miller, Raza Shah, Caroline Butler, Ann
McDonnell, William Campbell, Alice
Sun 1 Sept % 22" Sunday in Ordinary 8:30am People of the Parish Danladi, Ron Harper, Joe Quinn, Rosemary
Time Goacher, Jane Blayney, Dympna O’Connor,
10:00am*  Neville Gomes and All Holy Souls RIP Lucy Chapman.
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Saturdays — No Exposition/Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and 10am Mass The Blessed Sacrament Lamp
in the month of August. is sponsored this week for the intentions
of Christopher Chapman.
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* Livestream Mass

We commend them to God’s healing.
The Recently Deceased & Anniversaries
We pray for those who have died recently
or those whose anniversaries occur at this
time including: Kath McAsey, Michael
Armstrong, Fr Terence McGuckin, Daniel
Zammit, Richard Allison, John Bottali,
Grazia Drynda, Danielle & Daniel
Vangaalen, Ose Nnani, Edith Dicom,
Roseanna Lawler, Michael Earls.

May they rest in peace and rise in glory.
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