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% Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B, 22" September 2024, Psalter

4 N
Throughout his ministry on earth, Jesus walked a path of compassion, humility and service. He embodied a true spirit of wisdom
and understanding. Even when Jesus was aware that powerful forces were plotting against him and his death was imminent, he
never lost sight of his desire to serve others.
In today’s Gospel, Jesus gently challenges his disciples to abandon their self-importance and ambition and instead follow his
example of solidarity alongside the weak and powerless. Jesus turns human power-values on their head: his greatness comes from
putting the needs of others first.
The First Reading from the book of Wisdom tells of how the godless are challenged by the truth. Their rejection of God’s law of
love foretells the way in which Jesus will meet his death.
The Psalm picks up this same theme and is a prayer for strength and resilience in the face of evil and ignorance. We can imagine
Jesus praying this psalm as he faced his death. The words offer comfort and consolation to those who face oppression for their
beliefs today.
In the Second Reading, true wisdom is described as pure, gentle, kind and full of compassion. It directs us to become peacemakers.
It is an antidote to the petty ambitions, jealousies and power-plays that were emerging in the early Christian community. We
would do well to heed these words of caution in our own churches today.
This week, let us pray for the grace to be true servants of the poor, weak and powerless. In a world full of discord and fear, may we
have the strength to stand against injustice and sow lasting seeds of peace and harmony.
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Mass Intentions: We Pray for:
‘ D N
Sun 22 Sept ¥ 25h Sunday in Ordinary 8:30am Kath McAsey RIP The Sick and the Housebound
Time We pray especially for: Bill Readman, Lynne
10:00am*  People of the Parish Convery, Jim Curtin, Jade Ellis, Baby
Mon 23 Sept  Saints Pius of Pietrelcina, 10:00am  Mrs Doris Plummer and All Holy Souls William Jone, Jenny Anderson, Eileen
Priest RIP Clarke, Gerry Earls, Terry McDonnell, Lucy
Fox, Judith Poupart, Natasha D’Mello, Anne
Tue 24 Sept Our Lady of Walshingham 10:00am Fr Thomas Stack and All Holy Souls RIP Harte, William Miller, Raza Shah, Caroline
Butler, Ann McDonnell, William Campbell,
Thu 26 Sept Feria 12:00pm Mary and Gabriel Murphy and All Holy Alice Danladi, Ron Harper, Joe Quinn,
Souls RIP Rosemary Goacher, Jane Blayney, Dympna
O’Connor, Lucy Chapman.
Fri 27 Sept Saint Vincent de Paul, Priest  11:00am Kath McAsey Requiem Mass We commend them to God’s healing.
*PI note Mass time change The Recently Deceased & Anniversaries
Sat 28 Sept Feria 10:00am Ted and Bridgie Nolan and All Holy We pray for those V\.Iho ha\{e died recently
Souls RIP or those whose anniversaries occur at this
RS time including: Patricia Nash, Sarah
” . Figueredo, Victoria Hall-Hume, Kathleen
Sunday Vigil 5:00pm David Buxton and All Holy Souls RIP Rowe, Kath McAsey, Michael Armstrong, Fr
Sun 29 Sept % 26h Sunday in Ordinary 8:30am Kath McAsey RIP Terence McGuckin, Daniel Zammit, Richard
Time Allison, John Bottali, Grazia Drynda,
10:00am*  Terry Moran RIP Ann Michael Earls.
May they rest in peace and rise in glory.
" Holy Day of Obligation * Livestream Mass Amen
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Saturday - 9:00am — Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament (and confession alongside) ( h
with Benediction at 9:45am . The Blesse.d Sacrament Lamp
Confessions can also be arranged outside of these times, please contact Fr Joseph is sponsored this week for the peaceful
repose of Kath McAsey, RIP
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Car Park — The car park at Sacred Heart is fully managed by Parking Eye,
this means that any requests for cancellation of fines is at Parking Eye’s
discretion. Please ensure that we have your current and correct car
registrations to avoid a parking fine. If you change your car, please let
the office know so that we can update the system. If you are new to the
Parish, please contact the office to register. There is also a terminal
within the entrance to both the church and the hall to input your
registration, which will enable you to park for up to 4 hours. If you
choose not to register then you will need to use the terminal each time
you visit.

Offertory Collections — 15/9/24

Weekly Loose Plate - £211.01

Weekly Contactless - £130.00

Thank you to every one for your support to our Parish.

New Lectionary —On the First Sunday of Advent 2024, the new
lectionary will become mandatory in all Catholic parishes and Mass
centres throughout England, Wales and Scotland. We will also take the
opportunity to introduce the Parish Mass Books and discontinue the
Mass sheets on Sundays as this will save cost in the long term as they
will be reused and help save the environment. The 4 volume new
lectionary costs £695, the Book of the Gospel - £275. The Mass books
come in three parts for each liturgical year - A, B and C. We are hoping
to purchase about 150 copies each of the 3 parts for each liturgical year.
At a reduced price of £4.95, the Parish Mass Books will cost £6,682.50
over the course of three years. This will mean a considerable cost to the
parish and if you would like to contribute towards the purchasing of
these lectionaries and Parish Mass Books, it would be greatly
appreciated.

We have gratefully received some donations already for which we are
very thankful. You can also gift-aid your donation if you are a UK
taxpayer which means an additional 25% to the Parish for the
procurement of these liturgical books. Please use the blue envelopes at
the back of the church to gift-aid your donation by ticking ‘other’ and
detailing the purpose of your donation — NEW LECTIONARY.
Unfortunately any existing offertory or standing order declarations
cannot be used against one-off donations. Speak to Fr Joseph or Laura in
the parish office for more details.

Contactless Donation Machine — We are grateful for your
continuing support to the parish. Donations for Mass stipends,
votive candles, building maintenance fund, flowers for the
Church and offertory can also be made using the contactless
machine or the QR code below. You can also gift-aid your
donation if you are a UK taxpayer. THANK YOU.

QR code to enable donation via
mobile devices.

Online Giving — Should you wish to become a regular online
donor please use the Parish bank details below.

WRCDT Berkhamsted

Sort Code 40-05-20

Ac. Number 31264354

Please do include your name as your reference and if you would
like to gift-aid please ask Fr Joseph or Laura for a form. Thank
you for your continued generosity and support to our parish. It
is greatly appreciated.

Mass Intentions — Please call or visit the parish office to book
Masses for your intentions, email Laura or use the blue
envelopes at the back of the church.

The Diocesan suggested donation is £10.00. Thank you.

If making a donation online, please use ‘MASS STIPEND’ and
the date of the mass as your reference.

Chiltern Chamber Choir — Thank you to the Chiltern Chamber Choir and
all who gave following the concert on Saturday. A total of £485.75 was
raised towards the purchase of new Parish Mass Books. Thank you All.

Blessed Sacrament Lamp - If you would like to sponsor the
Blessed Sacrament Lamp, for a week, the diary is open. The
recommended donation for a whole week sponsorship is £5.
Contact the office to book for your preferred week and your
intention. Intention cards are also available from the office.

Engaging our young people - calling on parents and all parishioners -
To try and involve and engage our young parishioners more fully at Mass
and in the life of the church. We are trialling some new initiatives which
we hope you will support by encouraging our younger members to
attend and spreading the word. Please see the dates below which set
out what we are going to be trialling between now and Christmas. The
programmes below will run alongside the weekly Children’s Liturgy for
our little ones.

Children’s liturgy for older children during 10am Mass

(Years 4-6)

Sunday 6% October, Sunday 10" November and Sunday 8t December.
5pm Youth Mass for all

(pizza and social after Mass in the hall for year 7+)

Saturday 19t October, Saturday 23" November, December date TBC.

Parishes Celebrations / Dates for your Diaries —

6t Oct Youth Mass 10am

19t Oct Youth Mass 5pm

19t Oct Catechists’ Day Retreat

10t Nov Youth Mass 10am

17t Nov Sunday Lunch 12pm *Note date change
23" Nov Youth Mass 5pm

8t Nov Youth Mass 10am

16t Nov Prayer Breakfast, Sacred Heart 8am

Macmillan Coffee Morning - Rachel and Jenny would like to
thank all the people who supported their Macmillan coffee
morning on the 6th September. They raised in excess of £700
for Macmillan Cancer support.

On the Way Programme & The Sacrament of Confirmation in West
Hertfordshire - Fr Joseph is encouraging parents of our younger
parishioners, especially those in year 8 and 9 to sign up for this
programme., and to please get in touch for any questions you may have.

Churches Together Prayer Breakfast — Please see below details of
upcoming events.

215t September at Sunnyside Church, 8:00am - 9:00am

19t October at Northchurch Baptist Church, 8:00am - 9:00am

16™ November at Sacred Heart Parish, 8:00am - 9:00am

Tea and coffee after Sunday 10am Mass- all are invited to join us in the
parish hall for teas, coffees and chats.

A week of Guided Prayer - is an invitation to draw closer to God
by listening and talking to him in the midst of our daily lives.
Those who take part commit themselves to 30 minutes of prayer
on their own and 30 minutes talking with their prayer guide
(spiritual director) from the Monday to the Saturday. The theme
is of contemplative and meditative prayer and is based on
Ignatian 'retreat in daily life' principles. There is an opening
gathering at 8pm on Sunday September 29th and a closing
gathering on October 6th at 2.30pm - both at Sunnyside Church.
There is a brochure at the back of the Church with more
information and how to register.

Mary’s Meals — Thank you to all who came to the event last Sunday, a
total of £420 was raised from this event and other
fundraising/donations which will provide 2100 school meals.

Requiem Mass — for the late Kath McAsey will be celebrated on Friday
27t September at 11:00am, here at Sacred Heart. We encourage all
Parishioners who can, to please attend. Our thoughts and prayers are
with the family. May she rest in peace and rise in glory. Amen.

Aug 100 Club Winners (52 players)

1st (£100) Frances Flynn

2nd (£50) Daniel Trowbridge

3rd (£25) Bev Loczy

Sept 100 Club Winners (52 players)

1st (£100) Chris Fielden

2nd (£50) Olivia Doran

3rd (£25) Jan Davis

To sign-up https://forms.gle/p6w6TZoL76wWpEVFc7
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