
                                                                                                                                                          
 
 

 

Mass Intentions:                             We Pray for: 

Sun 15 Sept  24th Sunday in Ordinary 
Time 

8:30am 
 
10:00am* 

Peter Murray RIP Ann 
 
James , Ann and Jerry Murphy RIP 

Mon 16 Sept Saints Cornelius , Pope, and 
Cyprian, Bishop, Martyrs 

12:00pm Michael Armstrong Requiem 
*Note Mass time change. 

 

Tue 17 Sept Feria 10:00am  Gladys Sidder RIP 

Thu 19 Sept Feria 12:00pm  Nora Burke RIP Ann 

Fri 20 Sept Saint Andrew Kim Tae-gon, 
Priest and Paul Ha-sang and 
Companions, Martyrs 

10:00am Antonia Lopez Montes and All Holy 
Souls RIP 

Sat 21 Sept Saint Matthew, Apostle 
 
Sunday Vigil 

10:00am 
 
5:00pm 

Geoffrey Tomlin and All Holy Souls RIP 
 
Marion McHaffie RIP Ann 

Sun 22 Sept  25h Sunday in Ordinary 
Time 

8:30am 
 
10:00am* 

Kath McAsey RIP 
 
People of the Parish 

                            Holy Day of Obligation            * Livestream Mass         
 
Saturday - 9:00am – Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament (and confession alongside) 
with Benediction at 9:45am 
Confessions can also be arranged outside of these times, please contact Fr Joseph 

 
 

The Sick and the Housebound   
We pray especially for: Bill Readman, Lynne 
Convery, Jim Curtin, Jade Ellis, Baby 
William Jone, Jenny Anderson, Eileen 
Clarke, Gerry Earls, Terry McDonnell, Lucy 
Fox, Judith Poupart, Natasha D’Mello, Anne 
Harte, William Miller, Raza Shah, Caroline 
Butler, Ann McDonnell, William Campbell, 
Alice Danladi, Ron Harper, Joe Quinn, 
Rosemary Goacher, Jane Blayney, Dympna 
O’Connor, Lucy Chapman. 
We commend them to God’s healing. 
The Recently Deceased & Anniversaries 
We pray for those who have died recently 
or those whose anniversaries occur at this 
time including: Kath McAsey, Michael 
Armstrong, Fr Terence McGuckin, Daniel 
Zammit, Richard Allison, John Bottali, 
Grazia Drynda, Danielle & Daniel 
Vangaalen, Ose Nnani, Edith Dicom, 
Roseanna Lawler, Michael Earls.   
May they rest in peace and rise in glory. 
Amen 
 

 
 

 

Sacred Heart Church 
Park Street, Berkhamsted, HP4 1HX 
Tel: 01442 863 845 
Email: berkhamsted@rcdow.org.uk 
Website: https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/berkhamsted/ 
(Office Hours: 10:00am-2.00pm, Mon, Tue and Thurs.)  

 
 

Parish Priest - Fr Joseph Okoro: josephokoro@rcdow.org.uk 
Administrator – Laura Etson: berkhamsted@rcdow.org.uk  

Parish Safeguarding Representatives (PSRs)  
Carmella Perkins – Sacred Heart PSR: 

berkhamstedsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk 

The Blessed Sacrament Lamp 
is sponsored this week for the peaceful 

repose of  Michael Armstrong, RIP 

 

 Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B, 15th September 2024, Psalter Wk 4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
      

The readings this week invite us to reflect on the person of Jesus, the Christ, and the challenges and possible suffering 
involved in being his follower. 

In the First Reading, from Isaiah’s third song of the Suffering Servant, we see a description of the ideal disciple. Despite 
intense suffering and misery, this person never loses hope and trust in the Lord. 
 
The Psalmist, like the Suffering Servant, also calls on the Lord from the depths of his anguish and sorrow. The Lord 
hears and saves him. 
 
However, as James points out in the Second Reading, we cannot call ourselves followers of Christ if we do not do what 
we can to help the needy, the sick and the poor. 
 
When we come to the Gospel, we are invited, like Peter, to make our own profession of faith. However, proclaiming 
that Jesus is the Christ also means accepting that hardships will come our way. We may well have to take up our cross 
to follow him. 
 
This week, then, we may want to focus our prayer on all who suffer for their beliefs in the Lord, and for all those who 
are in need of safety, food and shelter, wherever they may be. 
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Offertory Collections – 8/9/24 
Weekly Loose Plate - £237.24 
Weekly Contactless - £110.00 
Thank you to every one for your support to our Parish. 

Contactless Donation Machine – We are grateful for your 
continuing support to the parish. Donations for Mass stipends, 
votive candles, building maintenance fund, flowers for the 
Church and offertory can also be made using the contactless 
machine or the QR code below. You can also gift-aid your 
donation if you are a UK taxpayer. THANK YOU. 

 
Online Giving – Should you wish to become a regular online 
donor please use the Parish bank details below.    
WRCDT Berkhamsted  
Sort Code 40-05-20 
Ac. Number 31264354 
Please do include your name as your reference and if you would 
like to gift-aid please ask Fr Joseph or Laura for a form. Thank 
you for your continued generosity and support to our parish. It is 
greatly appreciated. 

Mass Intentions – Please call or visit the parish office to book 
Masses for your intentions, email Laura or use the blue 
envelopes at the back of the church. 
The Diocesan suggested donation is £10.00. Thank you. 
If making a donation online, please use ‘MASS STIPEND’ and 
the date of the mass as your reference. 

Blessed Sacrament Lamp - If you would like to sponsor the 
Blessed Sacrament Lamp, for a week, the diary is open. The 
recommended donation for a whole week sponsorship is £5. 
Contact the office to book for your preferred week and your 
intention. Intention cards are also available from the office. 

Parishes Celebrations / Dates for your Diaries –  
15th Sept        Litter-Pic-Nic 3pm 
15th Sept        Mary’s Meals after 10am Mass 
15th Sept        Churches Together Litter-Pic-Nic  
6th Oct            Youth Mass 10am  
19th Oct          Youth Mass 5pm 
19th Oct          Catechists’ Day Retreat 
17th Nov         Sunday Lunch 12pm *Note date change  

Mary's Meals - reminder that after 10am Mass this Sunday 15th 
September there will be tea, coffee and homemade cakes, as 
well as the treasure table. 

Churches Together Berkhamsted – Will be hosting a Litter-Pic-
Nic this Sunday 15th September. The idea is that each church will 
plan a litter picking route that will start from their own church 
building/chosen venue and end at the Canal Fields 
grass/playground or Sacred Heart Parish centre in case of bad 
weather. We will all aim to arrive at 3pm when we will finish by 
saying the Lord's prayer together and share refreshments. To 
register your interest, please contact Laura in the office. 

Catechists' Day Retreat - The Department of Agency for 
Evangelisation at the Diocese is inviting all our Catechists for a 
nurturing and relaxed day retreat on Saturday 19th October at 
the Focolare Centre, Welwyn Garden City. Fr Joseph encourages 
all Children's Liturgy and First Holy Communion Catechists to 
please save the date and to register by emailing 
catadmin@rcdow.org.uk. There is a suggested donation for the 
day which the Parish will cover. Please let the parish office know 
when you register.  

 
 
 

QR code to enable donation via 
mobile devices. 

Corpus Christi Parish Tring – Thank you all for your understanding, 
support and prayer over the past five months whilst I looked after 
Corpus Christi Parish as the Parochial administrator. Now that Fr John 
has begun his role as the Parish Priest in Tring you will be seeing me 
every weekend. Fr Joseph.  

New Lectionary –On the First Sunday of Advent 2024, the new 
lectionary will become mandatory in all Catholic parishes and Mass 
centres throughout England, Wales and Scotland. We will also take the 
opportunity to introduce the Parish Mass Books and discontinue the 
Mass sheets on Sundays as this will save cost in the long term as they 
will be reused. The 4 volume new lectionary costs £695, the Book of 
the Gospel - £275. The Mass books come in three parts for each 
liturgical year - A, B and C. We are hoping to purchase about 150 
copies each of the 3 parts for each liturgical year. At a reduced price of 
£4.95, the Parish Mass Books will cost £6,682.50 over the course of 
three years. This will mean a considerable cost to the parish and if you 
would like to contribute towards the purchasing of these lectionaries 
you would be very welcome.  
We have gratefully received some donations already for which we are 
very thankful. You can also gift-aid your donation if you are a UK 
taxpayer which means an additional 25% to the Parish for the 
procurement of these liturgical books. Please use the blue envelopes at 
the back of the church to gift-aid your donation by ticking ‘other’ and 
detailing the purpose of your donation – NEW LECTIONARY.  
Unfortunately any existing offertory or standing order declarations 
cannot be used against one-off donations. 
Please speak to Fr Joseph or Laura in the parish office for more details. 

Sunday Lunch – Thank you to all who helped to organise this last 
Sunday. The next one will be held on Sunday 17th November at 12pm. 
Everyone welcome! A sign up sheet will be placed at the back of the 
Church nearer the time. 

Engaging our young people – calling parents and all parishioners 
To try and involve and engage our young parishioners more fully in the 
mass and life of the church we are trialling some new initiatives which 
we hope you will support by encouraging our younger members to 
attend and spreading the word and encouraging others. 
Please see the dates below which set out what we are going to be 
trialling between now and Christmas. The things below will run 
alongside the weekly Children’s Liturgy for our little ones.  
Sunday 6th October – Children’s liturgy for older children during 10am 
Mass (Years 4-6)  
Saturday 19th October – 5pm Youth Mass for all (pizza and social after 
Mass in the hall for year 7+) 

On the Way Programme & The Sacrament of Confirmation in West 
Hertfordshire - Fr Joseph is encouraging parents of our parishioners, 
especially those in year 8 and 9 to sign up for this programme., and to 
please get in touch for any questions you may have.  

Give Us This Day, Our Daily Bread - Thank you for your continued 
donations to the food bank. Please continue to support the Foodbank 
with non-perishable food. Your kind donations, which can be placed in 
the food collection box at the church entrance, are going directly to 
help local people via the Open Door and DENS Food Bank. Thank you. 

Tea and coffee after Sunday 10am Mass- all are invited to join us in 
the parish hall for teas, coffees and chats. 

Holy Rosary Devotion - The Rosary is a powerful spiritual weapon and 
efficacious prayer. Please join us to pray the Rosary on Mondays at 
2:30pm, and after Mass on Fridays in church for our parish community, 
peace in the world and your private needs 

Prayer Request Book – is at the back of the church. You are welcomed 
to write your prayer request in it, to be offered alongside the offertory 
to God at the altar during Mass on Sundays. 

Requiem Mass – for the late Michael Armstrong will be celebrated on 
Monday 16th September at 12:00pm, here at Sacred Heart. We 
encourage all Parishioners who can to please attend the Requiem 
Mass. Our thoughts and prayers are with the family. May he rest in 
peace and rise in glory. Amen. 
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