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¥ Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B, 29*" September 2024, Psalter
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Today’s readings show how God’s spirit works in unexpected ways. Anyone can be chosen by God as his instrument or to
share his message to all. The words of the Lord, “Anyone who is not against us is for us,” should be taken to heart this
Sunday. Thus, anyone who helps the poor, serves peace and justice, does what the Lord Jesus wants as our co-worker,
whatever the ‘label’ they work under.

In the First Reading, we see an example of the small-mindedness and pettiness, which can be an obstacle to the plan and
We see a parallel to this in the Gospel. Jesus rebukes John for being concerned about someone outside their group casting
out demons in Jesus’s name. But Jesus teaches his disciples to be open and inclusive, instructing them not to hinder anyone
doing good. They, too, are part of his mission. Jesus uses strong metaphors to emphasise the importance of avoiding sin.
James (Second Reading) warns about misuse of wealth and exploitation of workers. Helping those in need is a key part of
living our faith.

The Psalm sings of the gift of God’s law. The law of love revives the soul, gives wisdom and creates joy in the heart, but also
spreads it hands to embrace all people as God’s children, within and through whom he continues to bless all people.

This week, let’s pray for the grace always to be open and receptive to the promptings of the Lord’s Spirit, and to recognise
and support his work in others.
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Mass Intentions: We Pray for:
‘ N N
Sun 29 Sept ¥ 26" Sunday in Ordinary 8:30am Kath McAsey RIP The Sick and the Housebound
Time We pray especially for: Paul & John
10:00am*  Terry Moran RIP Ann Keenan, Bill Readman, Lynne Convery, Jim
Curtin, Jade Ellis, Baby William Jone, Jenny
Mon 30 Sept Saint Jerome, Priest and 10:00am Teresa Ayton RIP Ann Anderson, Eileen Clarke, Gerry Earls, Terry
Doctor of the Church McDonnell, Lucy Fox, Judith Poupart,
Tue 1 Oct Saint Therese of the Child 10:00am Denis Murray RIP Natasha D’Mello, Anne Harte, William
Jesus Miller, Raza Shah, Caroline Butler, Ann
Thu 3 Oct Feria 12:00pm  People of the Parish McDonnell, William Campbell, Alice
Danladi, Ron Harper, Joe Quinn, Rosemary
Fri 4 Oct Saint Francis of Assisi 10:00am Cathul and Agnes Kelly and All Holy Goacher, Jane Blayney, Dympna O’Connor,
FIRST FRIDAY DEVOTION Souls RIP Lucy Chapman.
We commend them to God’s healing.
Sat 5 Oct Feria 10:00am Michael O’Rourke RIP Ann The Recently Deceased & Anniversaries
We pray for those who have died recently
Sunday Vigil 5:00pm Michael Armstrong RIP or those whose anniversaries occur at this
time including: Patricia Nash, Sarah
Sun 6 Oct ' 27" Sunday in Ordinary 8:30am Patricia and Edward Caddle and All Figueredo, Victoria Hall-Hume, Kathleen
Time Holy Souls RIP Rowe, Kath McAsey, Michael Armstrong, Fr
Terence McGuckin, Daniel Zammit, Richard
10:00am*  Deceased members of the Chapman Allison, John Bottali, Grazia Drynda,
Family and All Holy Souls RIP Michael Earls Felicia Araba.
% Holy Day of Obligation * Livestream Mass L May they rest in peace and rise in glory.
age . . . / \
Sa.t:rday -d?:QOam - I?xposmon and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament (and confession alongside) The Blessed Sacrament Lamp
et Bgne iction at 9:45am . ) is sponsored this week for the Intentions
Confessions can also be arranged outside of these times, please contact Fr Joseph . ,
of Philomena O’Hanlon
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Sacred Heart Church

Park Street, Berkhamsted, HP4 1HX

Tel: 01442 863 845

Email: berkhamsted@rcdow.org.uk

Website: https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/berkhamsted/
(Office Hours: 10:00am-2.00pm, Mon, Tue and Thurs.)

Parish Priest - Fr Joseph Okoro: josephokoro@rcdow.org.uk
Administrator — Laura Etson: berkhamsted@rcdow.org.uk
Parish Safeguarding Representatives (PSRs)

Carmella Perkins — Sacred Heart PSR:
berkhamstedsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk
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First Fridays Devotion — We will begin this here in our parish from next
month — October 4th, The day will commence with Mass at 10am, followed
by Extend Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament with Devotion to the Sacred
Heart of Jesus. The day will finish with Divine Mercy Prayer at 3 O’clock and
benediction. It is a requirement to have someone present in church adoring
our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament throughout the period of exposition. We
are hoping that all can avail themselves of this opportunity of prayer and
spiritual enrichment.

Car Park — The car park at Sacred Heart is fully managed by Parking Eye, this
means that any requests for cancellation of fines is at Parking Eye’s
discretion. Please ensure that we have your current and correct car
registrations to avoid a parking fine. If you change your car, please let the
office know so that we can update the system. If you are new to the Parish,
please contact the office to register. There is also a terminal within the
entrance to both the church and the hall to input your registration, which
will enable you to park for up to 4 hours. If you choose not to register then
you will need to use the terminal each time you visit.

New Lectionary —On the First Sunday of Advent 2024, the new lectionary
will become mandatory in all Catholic parishes and Mass centres
throughout England, Wales and Scotland. We will also take the opportunity
to introduce the Parish Mass Books and discontinue the Mass sheets on
Sundays as this will save cost in the long term as they will be reused and
help save the environment. The 4 volume new lectionary costs £695, the
Book of the Gospel - £275. The Mass books come in three parts for each
liturgical year - A, B and C. We are hoping to purchase about 150 copies
each of the 3 parts for each liturgical year. At a reduced price of £4.95, the
Parish Mass Books will cost £6,682.50 over the course of three years. This
will mean a considerable cost to the parish and if you would like to
contribute towards the purchasing of these lectionaries and Parish Mass
Books, it would be greatly appreciated.

We have gratefully received some donations already for which we are very
thankful. You can also gift-aid your donation if you are a UK taxpayer which
means an additional 25% to the Parish for the procurement of these
liturgical books. Please use the blue envelopes at the back of the church to
gift-aid your donation by ticking ‘other’ and detailing the purpose of your
donation — NEW LECTIONARY.

Unfortunately any existing offertory or standing order declarations cannot
be used against one-off donations. Speak to Fr Joseph or Laura in the parish
office for more details.

Engaging our young people - calling on parents and all parishioners -

To try and involve and engage our young parishioners more fully at Mass
and in the life of the church. We are trialling some new initiatives which we
hope you will support by encouraging our younger members to attend and
spreading the word. Please see the dates below which set out what we are
going to be trialling between now and Christmas. The programmes below
will run alongside the weekly Children’s Liturgy for our little ones.
Children’s liturgy for older children during 10am Mass

(Years 4-6)

Sunday 6t October, Sunday 10th November and Sunday 8t December.
5pm Youth Mass for all

(pizza and social after Mass in the hall for year 7+)

Saturday 19t October, Saturday 23" November, December date TBC.

On the Way Programme & The Sacrament of Confirmation in West
Hertfordshire - Fr Joseph is encouraging parents of our younger
parishioners, especially those in year 8 and 9 to sign up for this
programme., and to please get in touch for any questions you may have.

Catechetical Training for Catechists and Parents — We are planning with
the Agency for Evangelisation at the Diocese to provide catechetical
training opportunities for our Parish’s First Holy Communion and Children’s
Liturgy catechists. These opportunities are also open to parents who would
like, but don’t feel equipped enough to support their children in their
ongoing faith enrichment and development at home. The series of sessions
will explore the following. 1) What is catechesis? 2) Practical Skills. 3)The
Person of the Catechist: ministry and spirituality. 4) Preparing Teenagers for
Confirmation. 5) Preparing children for First Reconciliation. 6) Preparing
Children for First Communion. The sessions will be on Saturdays and the
first three will be offered approximately one month apart. At the end of
the first two, a task will be given to participants to apply an aspect of what
was covered in the session. More information to follow in due course on
the last three. For us to be able to go ahead with this and make concrete
plans, we need expression of interests from the catechists, those who
would like to join the team and also parents. Fr Joseph
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Offertory Collections — 22/9/24

Weekly Loose Plate - £170.58

Weekly Contactless - £138.00

Thank you to every one for your support to our Parish.

Contactless Donation Machine — We are grateful for your
continuing support to the parish. Donations for Mass stipends,
votive candles, building maintenance fund, flowers for the
Church and offertory can also be made using the contactless
machine or the QR code below. You can also gift-aid your
donation if you are a UK taxpayer. THANK YOU.

QR code to enable donation via
mobile devices.

Online Giving — Should you wish to become a regular online
donor please use the Parish bank details below.

WRCDT Berkhamsted

Sort Code 40-05-20

Ac. Number 31264354

Please do include your name as your reference and if you would
like to gift-aid please ask Fr Joseph or Laura for a form. Thank
you for your continued generosity and support to our parish. It
is greatly appreciated.

Mass Intentions — Please call or visit the parish office to book
Masses for your intentions, email Laura or use the blue
envelopes at the back of the church.

The Diocesan suggested donation is £10.00. Thank you.

If making a donation online, please use ‘MASS STIPEND’ and
the date of the mass as your reference.

Blessed Sacrament Lamp - If you would like to sponsor the
Blessed Sacrament Lamp, for a week, the diary is open. The
recommended donation for a whole week sponsorship is £5.
Contact the office to book for your preferred week and your
intention. Intention cards are also available from the office.

Parishes Celebrations / Dates for your Diaries —

6t Oct Youth Mass 10am

19t Oct Youth Mass 5pm

19t Oct Catechists’ Day Retreat

10t Nov Youth Mass 10am

17t Nov Sunday Lunch 12pm *Note date change
23" Nov Youth Mass 5pm

8t Nov Youth Mass 10am

16t Nov Prayer Breakfast, Sacred Heart 8am

A week of Guided Prayer - is an invitation to draw closer to God
by listening and talking to him in the midst of our daily lives.
Those who take part commit themselves to 30 minutes of
prayer on their own and 30 minutes talking with their prayer
guide (spiritual director) from the Monday to the Saturday. The
theme is of contemplative and meditative prayer and is based
on Ignatian 'retreat in daily life' principles. There is an opening
gathering at 8pm on Sunday September 29th and a closing
gathering on October 6th at 2.30pm - both at Sunnyside Church.
There is a brochure at the back of the Church with more
information and how to register.

A Day With Mary - is taking place at Westminster Cathedral on
Saturday 12 October (9.45am to 5.00pm).

Further information is available

at https://www.adaywithmary.org/ or
https://eventcatholic.com/

The Catholic Herald - Loved by Chesterton, Waugh, and Tolkien,
the Catholic Herald Magazine has been a bold and influential
voice in the Church since 1888, standing up for traditional
Catholic culture and values. The Herald magazine contains book
and art reviews, contributions from the best Catholic
columnists, features and interviews, as well as news from
throughout the Church. These will be available from October
from the Parish Office for £4.50.
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