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% Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B, 3™ November 2024, Psalter Wk
4 ] N
Love the Lord your God, and love your neighbour as yourself.
Every priest, and indeed every Catholic, can sometimes find themselves in the position of being asked, “This religion of
yours —what’s it all about, really, when you come down to it?” Our temptation might be to go on at length, which is
when we should remember this Sunday’s Gospel. Jesus, asked a very similar question, pins our faith down to two very
simple things — love of God and love of neighbour — which together make up the foundation for everything else in our
religion.
The readings this week remind us that the love of God and the love of other people - the greatest commandment — are
inseparable and this lies at the core of our lives as Christians. The very simplicity of these two commandments is a gift,
so that we can try to live them out each day of our lives.
The first commandment, which is also that given by Moses in the first reading, is actually a prayer that our Jewish
brothers and sisters still recite every single day. Jesus, our perfect High Priest, gives us these two commandments to be
written in our heads and our hearts, to remember each day, so that we may conduct ourselves in the paths of the
Kingdom of God. Simply put, Jesus lays down for us a way of life that should inform how we live daily as God'’s children.
The world we live in today is in so much need for love, which only can help quench the hostilities and destruction of
lives being experienced around the world. Without true love for others, it is difficult to have peace, which our world is
in desperate need of today. This week, we might want to focus our prayer on the people around us, near and far, that
they should know and love the Lord, and live in peace.
Mass Intentions: We Pray for:
‘ N/ N
Sun 3 Nov % 315t Sunday in Ordinary 8:30am People of the Parish The Sick and the Housebound
Time We pray especially for: Margaret Church,
10:00am*  Philip Capes RIP Ann Anne Harte, Paul & John Keenan, Bill
Mon 4 Nov Saint Charles Borromeo, 10:00am Imelda Hodkinson and All Holy Souls Readman, Jim Curtin, Baby William Jone,
Bishop RIP Eileen CIarke,. Gerry Earls, Terry McDonnell,
Tue 5 Nov Feria 10:00am  Anna Tracey Int (Birthday) Lucy Fox, Judith Poupart, Natasha D’Mello,
William Miller, Raza Shah, Caroline Butler,
Thu 7 Nov Feria 12:00pm Clare Slevin Int Ann McDonnell, William Campbell, Alice
Danladi, Ron Harper, Joe Quinn, Rosemary
Fri 8 Nov Feria 10:00am _ Phill and All Holy Souls RIP Goacher, Jane Blayney, Dympna O’Connor,
Lucy Chapman.
Sat 9 Nov The Dedication of the 10:00am Private Intention We commend them to God’s rfealmg:
- Basili The Recently Deceased & Anniversaries
aleramess e We pray for those who have died recently
A or those whose anniversaries occur at this
X The Dedlc.a.tlon of the 5:00pm John McCarthy RIP Ann time including: Charles Bernard Keenan,
Lateran Basilica Jim Salmon Baby Oliver Joel Reid, Baby
Sun 10 Nov % 32" Sunday in Ordinary  8:30am John Hand RIP A\,IerY' Charle.s & Bernard Gray, Tom
T O’Reilly, Denis Murray, Baby Edward
L - Leonardo Murray, Patricia Nash, Michael
10:00am*  Gillian Reason RIP Earls
= May they rest in peace and rise in glory.
% Holy Day of Obligation * Livestream Mass Amen
N J
Saturday - 9:00am — Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament (and confession alongside) (" N
with Benediction at 9:45am The Blessed Sacrament Lamp
Confessions can also be arranged outside of these times, please contact Fr Joseph is sponsored this week for the forgotten
Souls and Priests in Purgatory.
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Sacred Heart Church

Park Street, Berkhamsted, HP4 1HX
Tel: 01442 863 845

Email: berkhamsted@rcdow.org.uk

Website: https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/berkhamsted/

(Office Hours: 10:00am-2.00pm, Mon, Tue and Thurs.)

Parish Priest - Fr Joseph Okoro: josephokoro@rcdow.org.uk
Administrator — Laura Etson: berkhamsted@rcdow.org.uk

Parish Safeguarding Representatives (PSRs)

Carmella Perkins — Sacred Heart PSR:
berkhamstedsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk
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Assisted Suicide Bill — Last two weekends, Cardinal Vincent in his pastoral
letter asked us to individually play our part by writing to our MP as the
debate for this bill unfolds in the Parliament, please visit
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/opposing-assisted-suicide/ for more information.
Society for the Protection of Unborn Children — SPUC and Right to Life UK
have more helpful resources for going about this on their websites.
https://www.spuc.org.uk/assistedsuicideuk , https://righttolife.org.uk/news/action-
alert-major-new-threat-in-parliament-3

Day of Recollection and Training for Extraordinary Ministers of Holy
Communion and Readers — Will take place here in church on Saturday 23
November from 10:30am to 11:30am. The day is also for reflection on best
practice on how to volunteer in these ministries at Mass. Could all existing
volunteers endeavour to attend on the day.

Recommissioning of Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion and
Readers - All those who attended the Day of Recollection and Training will
be recommissioned at the various Masses on the First Sunday of Advent,
30th November and Sunday 1t December to continue in their various
ministries.

Enrolment to the Guild of St Stephen/Award of Bronze Medal — Will take
place at the Youth Mass on Saturday 234 November, 5pm for all the Altar
Servers who have been serving for at least six months; and on Sunday 24t
November for those who are unable to attend on Saturday. Dates for
training sessions are Friday 8t and 22" November at 6pm. These training
sessions are also for those who would like to join our team of altars servers.
Please let Fr Joseph know.

Blessing of Graves — At Kingshill Cemetery this Sunday 3" November at
11:15am. Feel free to bring your mobility rollator to sit on during the
service.

Memorial Mass for those who have died in the last Year — On the 15th
November at 6:00pm. There will be an opportunity during the Mass to light
a candle for your deceased relatives or friends in the last, as well as
previous years. If you wish for someone to be mentioned by name at this
Mass, please email Laura.

First Holy Communion - If you are a Parishioner or live within the parish
boundary and you have children in years 3 and 4 and wish your child to
take their First Holy Communion next year. Please phone or email Fr Joseph
to book an appointment. Josephokoro@rcdow.org.uk

The New Translation of the Lectionary — This comes into use from the First
Sunday of Advent 2024. Here with some YouTube links that you can watch
to prepare yourself for this. Introduction by Bishop Hugh
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9VmjpvOxkWg&t=21s , ‘What is the
new lectionary and why it is important?’ by Fr. John Denney
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0jCcYGDC5Mk&t=1894s

The 4 volume Lectionary costs £695, the Book of the Gospel - £275. The
Mass books for year A, B, C come into two parts for each liturgical year and
we plan to purchase 150 copies each part for each liturgical year. These will
cost £4,455 over the course of three years. Thank you to all who have
donated so far. Please support the Parish in your usual generosity, if you
have not already done so. You can also gift-aid your donation if you are a
UK taxpayer which means an additional 25% to the Parish for the
procurement of these liturgical books. To gift-aid use the blue envelopes at
the back of the church, tick ‘other’ and detail the purpose of your donation.
Speak to Fr Joseph or Laura in the parish office for more details.

Senior Christmas Lunch — Saturday 7t December at 12 Noon. A sign-up
sheet has been placed at the back of the Church. If you would like to
attend, either use the sign-up sheet provided or email Laura in the office.

Christmas Religious Cards — If you are thinking of sending Christmas cards
to families and friends, we encourage you to go for religious cards to help
remind others the real reason and true meaning of Christmas. We can help
you with ordering this, if you have difficulty finding where to get it.

Volunteers Senior Christmas lunch — We are seeking volunteers for both
the Friday 6t and Saturday 7th December to join Patrick in the running of
this fantastic event. Volunteers needed for setting up tables, decorating the
hall and Christmas tree, help with serving and general kitchen help. Also
looking for volunteers to make desserts. If you feel you can offer assistance
in any of these areas, please contact Patrick McLoone on 07949128562.

Baptism at Sacred Heart — We rejoice with and congratulate Harry and
Grace whose daughter will be baptised on Saturday 2" November at
12noon. Please them in your prayers.

Offertory Collections — 27/10/24

Weekly Loose Plate - £176.00

Weekly Contactless - £170.00

Thank you to every one for your support to our Parish.

Contactless Donation Machine — Thank you for your continuing
donations. You can use the contactless machine or QR code below
for Mass stipends, votive candles, building maintenance fund,
flowers for the Church and offertory. Donations can be gift-aided if
you are a UK taxpaver.

QR code to enable donation
via mobile devices.

Online Giving — Should you wish to become a regular online donor
please use the Parish bank details below.

WRCDT Berkhamsted

Sort Code 40-05-20

Ac. Number 31264354

Include your name as your reference and if you would like to gift-aid
please ask Fr Joseph or Laura for a form. Thank you.

Parishes Celebrations / Dates for your Diaries —

34 Nov Blessing of Graves (Kingshill) 11:15am

3rd Nov Mary’s Meals Tea & Treasures, after 10am Mass
10t Nov Childrens Liturgy Years 4-6 10am

15t Nov Memorial Mass for Holy Souls 6pm

Tea and coffee after Sunday 10am Mass- all are invited to join us in
the parish hall for teas, coffees and chats.

Mary's Meals - event update! We are re-arranging the tea, coffee
and Christmas treasures from 3rd November to Sunday 1st
December, after 10am Mass. This is closer to Christmas so mince
pies galore and of course the usual lovely delights so please do come
along. If there are any treasures needing a new home, do give us a
call - Anne 07773 900983. THANK YOU.

Engaging our young people — calling on parents and all parishioners
To try and involve and engage our young parishioners more fully at
Mass and in the life of the church. We are trialling some new
initiatives which we hope you will support by encouraging our
younger members to attend. See the dates below which set out
what we are going to be trialling between now and Christmas. The
programmes below will run alongside the weekly Children’s Liturgy
for our little ones.

Children’s liturgy for older children at the 10am Mass in the
meeting room

(Years 4-6) Sunday 10t November and Sunday 8t December.

5pm Youth Mass for all (pizza and social after Mass in the hall for
year 7+)

Saturday 237 November, December date TBC.

The Swan Youth Club — Somewhere to Go, Something to Do and
Someone to Listen. theswanyouthproject.co.uk or drop in and see
us on the high street. You'll find us through the arch of the pink
building next to Regent Estates.

Afternoon Tea — It is unfortunately no longer possible to offer the
hot Sunday lunch on Sunday 17th November. This will be replaced
with an 'afternoon tea' with 'cakes, sandwiches, tea and bubbles! At
the new time of 3pm.

@ COMMUNITY

National Lottery Community Fund - FUND

Sacred Heart have recently been awarded a grant to improved
access to the Parish Hall and Church facilities. In particular
improving disabled access around our site. Thank you to all involved
in making this happen! This is currently with the Diocesan surveyors
with works hopefully commencing in early 2025. If you would like
more information on this please pop into the office.

AN

St Thomas More Catholic Primary School, Berkhamsted - Reception
Tours for September 2025 places.

Come and visit our school to find out more about our loving,
learning community who recognise that each child is "created in the
image and likeness of God." (Genesis 1:27) Wednesday 6th
November - 1.30pm, Monday 18th November - 10.00am and
Thursday 5th December - 10.00am. Telephone:

01442385060, Email: admin@stmore.herts.sch.uk
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