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“How happy are the poor in spirit: theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” (Mtt. 5:3)
Discerning what is most important and essential in life is not always an easy task, whether in midst of plenty, limited
resources or none at all.
The readings this Sunday challenge us to re-examine the values we attach to those things we worry about and seek
in life. Do our quests in life fit into God’s plan for us or has our pursuit of them taken up the place and things of
God, to extent that the latter is the easy one to strike off our list of priorities? This Sunday’s readings stress the
need for wisdom when discerning our priorities; to see the world and our place in it through the lens of wisdom.
Wisdom, the First Reading tells us, is God’s greatest gift and more valuable than anything else. To have it is to
possess all things that matter for a blessed life and our salvation. Wisdom personified is God’s own self for us.
The rich man in the Gospel passage, with all his good intentions, struggles to get his priorities right to enable him
inherit eternal life. He could not free himself from the one thing that is holding him back — money. His struggles and
attachement clearly speak to our own age; and not just money, but also other forms of addictions and involvements
that move us away from having faithful and intimate relationship with God. But as Jesus knew and taught, holding
on to anything that passes away can distract us from holding on to things that are eternal.
This week, let’s pray that we might be open to the irresistible Word and Wisdom of God; that we might let ourselves
S be discerned and challenged; that we may become truly rich in Christ. y
Mass Intentions: We Pray for:
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Sun 13 Oct ¥ 28t Sunday in Ordinary 8:30am Brian and Julia McCarthy RIP Ann The Sick and the Housebound
Time We pray especially for: Anne Harte, Paul &
10:00am* lan Reid and All Hon Souls RIP John Keenan, Bill Readman, Jim Curtin,
Baby William Jone, Baby Oliver Joel Reid,
Mon 14 Oct Feria 10:00am Tom O’Rel“y RIP Ann Eileen C|arke, Gerry Ear|5’ Terry McDonne”'
Lucy Fox, Judith Poupart, Natasha D’Mello,
Tue 15 Oct Saint Teresa of Jesus, Virgin ~ 10:00am Meagan Maloney RIP William Miller, Raza Shah, Caroline Butler,
and Doctor of the Church Ann McDonnell, William Campbell, Alice
- - - - Danladi, Ron Harper, Joe Quinn, Rosemary
Thu 17 Oct Saint Ignatius of Antioch, 12:00pm Michael Armstrong RIP Goacher, Jane Blayney, Dympna O’Connor
Bishop and Martyr Lucy Chapman.
Fi186 S UReTE i 16-00. v TR RIP We commend them to God’s healing.
il ct LG Bzl BILEI Sl T The Recently Deceased & Anniversaries
Sat 19 Oct Feria 10:00am _ Bridget Gavin and All Holy Souls RIP We pray for those who have died recently
or those whose anniversaries occur at this
Sundav Vieil 5:00 P Masini RIP time including: Tom O’Reilly, Denis Murray,
unday Vigl L amiEs Baby Edward Leonardo Murray, Patricia
z Nash, Sarah Figueiredo, Victoria Hall-
th i H .
Sun 20 Oct 'E 29t Sunday in Ordinary 8:30am People of the Parish Hume, Kathleen Rowe, Kath McAsey,
Time Michael Armstrong, Daniel Zammit,
10:00am*  Lukas Pazdera RIP Michael Earls.
% Holy Day of Obligation * Livestream Mass May they rest in peace and rise in glory.
Amen
N J
Saturday - 9:00am — Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament (and confession alongside) Ve ~
with Bgnedlctlon at 9:45am ) . The Blessed Sacrament Lamp
Confessions can also be arranged outside of these times, please contact Fr Joseph . . .
is sponsored this week in memory of
Tom O’Reilly RIP Ann
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Sacred Heart Church . . .
Parish Priest - Fr Joseph Okoro: josephokoro@rcdow.org.uk
Park Street, Berkhamsted, HP4 1HX ..
Administrator — Laura Etson: berkhamsted@rcdow.org.uk
Tel: 01442 863 845 . . .
. Parish Safeguarding Representatives (PSRs)
Email: berkhamsted@rcdow.org.uk .
. - Carmella Perkins — Sacred Heart PSR:
Website: https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/berkhamsted/ berkhamstedsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk
(Office Hours: 10:00am-2.00pm, Mon, Tue and Thurs.) s
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Memorial Mass for Holy Souls — Will be celebrated on the 15th November
at 6:00pm. All those who have been bereaved in the past year are invited
will have an opportunity during the Mass to light a candle for their
deceased relatives or friends, as well as for those in previous years.

Blessing of Graves — We will be doing blessing of graves at Kingshill
Cemetery on Sunday 3'¥ November at 11:30am. All those who have loved
ones at Kingshill cemetery are welcome to this ceremony.

First Holy Communion - If you are a Parishioner or live within the parish
boundary and you have children in years 3 and 4 and wish your child to
take their First Holy Communion next year. Please phone or email Fr Joseph
to book an appointment. Josephokoro@rcdow.org.uk

World Mission Sunday — Next Sunday is World Mission Sunday. The Holy
Father invites all Catholics to support Missio, his charity for world mission,
through a special collection. This day of prayer, solidarity, and giving unites
Catholics worldwide to share the Good News of God's love which has the
power to transform lives and heal our world. Envelopes can be found at the
back of the church where you can also GiftAid your donation.

Pact — Thank you to all who gave during the second collection last
weekend, in total we raised £295.88 for Pact. Details of their work can be
found at the back of the church along with some envelopes for anyone who
wishes to donate directly.

New Translation of the Lectionary: A Corrigendum - I had previously
advertised that the Parish Mass Books for Years A, B and C came in 3 parts
for each year. As | found out recently from the publishing company, this is
not the case. They come in two parts instead for each liturgical year. My
apologies for the wrong information. Fr Joseph

The mandatory use of the new translation begins from the First Sunday of
Advent in all Catholic parishes and Mass centres throughout England, Wales
and Scotland. The Parish Mass Books will replace the weekly missalete, as
they are reusable, save cost in the long term and not least, help save the
environment. The 4 volume of the new translation of the lectionary costs
£695, the Book of the Gospel - £275 and the Parish Mass Book cost £4.95
per copy. We are hoping to purchase about 150 copies each of the 2 parts
for each liturgical year. At a reduced price of £4.95, the Parish Mass Books
will cost £4,455 over the course of three years. We are grateful to all those
who have donated so far, and we look forward receiving from anyone who
would like to give towards the purchase of these liturgical books for the
celebration of Mass here in our parish.

You can also gift-aid your donation if you are a UK taxpayer which means
an additional 25% to the Parish for the procurement of these liturgical
books. Please use the blue envelopes at the back of the church to gift-aid
your donation by ticking ‘other’ and detailing the purpose of your donation
Speak to Fr Joseph or Laura in the parish office for more details.

Engaging our young people - calling on parents and all parishioners -

To try and involve and engage our young parishioners more fully at Mass
and in the life of the church. We are trialling some new initiatives which we
hope you will support by encouraging our younger members to attend and
spreading the word. Please see the dates below which set out what we are
going to be trialling between now and Christmas. The programmes below
will run alongside the weekly Children’s Liturgy for our little ones.
Children’s liturgy for older children at the 10am Mass in the meeting
room

(Years 4-6) Sunday 10t November and Sunday 8th December.

5pm Youth Mass for all (pizza and social after Mass in the hall for year 7+)
Saturday 19" October, Saturday 234 November, December date TBC.

Catechetical Training for Catechists and Parents — Would you be prepared
to help with preparing our children for the Sacremental programme or as a
parent want to support your children in their on-going faith formation at
home? Please register your interest with Fr Joseph. We are planning with
the Agency for Evangelisation at the Diocese to provide catechetical
training opportunities for our Parish’s First Holy Communion and Children’s
Liturgy catechists. The series of sessions will explore the following. 1) What
is catechesis? 2) Practical Skills. 3)The Person of the Catechist: ministry and
spirituality. 4) Preparing Teenagers for Confirmation. 5) Preparing children
for First Reconciliation. 6) Preparing Children for First Communion. The
sessions will be on Saturdays and the first three will be offered
approximately one month apart. At the end of the first two, a task will be
given to participants to apply an aspect of what was covered in the session.
More information to follow in due course on the last three. For us to be
able to go ahead with this and make concrete plans, we need expression of
interests from the catechists, those who would like to join the team and
also parents. Fr Joseph
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Offertory Collections — 6/10/24

Weekly Loose Plate - £162.62

Weekly Contactless - £100.00

Thank you to every one for your support to our Parish.

Contactless Donation Machine — We are grateful for your continuing
support to the parish. Donations for Mass stipends, votive candles,
building maintenance fund, flowers for the Church and offertory can
also be made using the contactless machine or the QR code below.
You can also gift-aid your donation if you are a UK taxpayer. THANK
YOU.

QR code to enable donation via
mobile devices.

Online Giving — Should you wish to become a regular online donor
please use the Parish bank details below.

WRCDT Berkhamsted

Sort Code 40-05-20

Ac. Number 31264354

Please do include your name as your reference and if you would like
to gift-aid please ask Fr Joseph or Laura for a form. Thank you for
your continued generosity and support to our parish. It is greatly
appreciated.

Mass Intentions — Please call or visit the parish office to book Masses
for your intentions, email Laura or use the blue envelopes at the back
of the church.

The Diocesan suggested donation is £10.00. Thank you.

If making a donation online, please use ‘MASS STIPEND’ and the
date of the mass as your reference.

Blessed Sacrament Lamp - If you would like to sponsor the Blessed
Sacrament Lamp, for a week, the diary is open. The recommended
donation for a whole week sponsorship is £5. Contact the office to
book for your preferred week and your intention. Intention cards are
also available from the office.

Parishes Celebrations / Dates for your Diaries —

15t Oct St Thomas More School attends Mass in church 10am
19th Oct Youth Mass Saturday 5pm

19th Oct Catechists’ Day Retreat

10th Nov Childrens Liturgy Years 4-6 10am

17th Nov Sunday Lunch 12pm

2314 Nov Youth Mass Saturday 5pm

16t Nov Prayer Breakfast, Sacred Heart 8am

7th Dec Senior Christmas Lunch

8th Dec Childrens Liturgy Years 4-6 10am

22nd Dec Carol Service, time TBC

St Thomas More School — Children and staff will be in attendance at
the Mass here at Sacred Heart on Tuesday 15t October at 10:00am.

Tea and coffee after Sunday 10am Mass- all are invited to join us in
the parish hall for teas, coffees and chats.

Churches Together Prayer Breakfast — Please see below details of
upcoming events.

19th October at Northchurch Baptist Church, 8:00am - 9:00am
16th November at Sacred Heart Parish, 8:00am - 9:00am

Holy Souls - Holy Souls envelopes and dead lists have now been
placed at the back of the church. If you are a UK tax payer, please
consider GiftAiding your donation by completing a blue gift aid
envelope, ensuring you tick the Holy Souls box in section 4 to enable
us to claim GiftAid on your donation.

Each year a list is compiled from the returned dead lists and a name
from each list is picked, usually the first name on the list. Throughout
the year we then offer Masses for your loved ones and All Holy Souls.
We are still working through the list from November 2023 but if you
would like to find out when a Mass was or is due to be offered for
your deceased relative, please contact Laura in the office.

On the Way Programme & The Sacrament of Confirmation in West
Hertfordshire - Fr Joseph is encouraging parents of our younger
parishioners, especially those in year 8 and 9 to sign up for this
programme., and to please get in touch for any questions you may
have.
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