i

N - TN — e -
- ey ) ;
- et hs D J 3 ) = sl 7~ 3
Rr==unl . Ham - fly
N \ e, P
=

% Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B, 17" November 2024, Psalter W

1

‘Stay awake, praying at all times for the strength to stand with confidence before the Son of Man.’ — Luke 21:36

As we approach the end of the Church year, the readings challenge us to reflect on the ‘End Times’ and judgement that
follows; our own death; and the hope we have in Christ. Today’s Scripture reveals the fidelity of our God who stays with us
through it all, encouraging us to remain faithful to God’s love, even in difficult times.

The poetic, symbolic language of the First Reading offers hope to those facing persecution. It includes one of the earliest Old
Testament references to resurrection, where the faithful will rise from the dust to ‘shine as bright as stars for all eternity’.

Jesus uses similar imagery in the Gospel to describe a world beset by turmoil and distress, just like our own. Jesus
nevertheless assures his disciples (including us) of his constant presence and his ultimate victory. God’s promises will be
fulfilled: we can be confident in knowing that we will rejoice with Christ forever.

The Letter to the Hebrews (Second Reading) was written to Jewish Christians who were struggling with their faith. It speaks
of Jesus as the perfect High Priest who offered himself as the final sacrifice for our sins. At every Mass, we take part in the
one and eternal sacrifice of Jesus and receive the forgiveness of our sins and sanctification of our souls. Our authority and
belief in this rest on Jesus’ command to his disciples to — “Do this in remembrance of me.” (Lk. 22:19, 1 Cor. 11:23-25)

The Psalm is a hope-filled song of trust that God will offer deliverance from death. Therefore, it is very important that we
persevere not only in this hope, but also in taking part in the Sacrifice of the Mass and in living out daily in our lives what it
signifies — a life that looks towards heaven. This week, let us pray for each other that we follow the Lord’s path of life closely,
showing it to others through the way we live our own lives.
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Mass Intentions: We Pray for:
(. AV B
Sun 17 Nov ¥ 33 Sunday in Ordinary 8:30am Sarah Anne Keen RIP The Sick and the Housebound
Time We pray especially for: Margaret Church,
10:00am* _ Michael Gregson RIP Ann Anne Harte, Paul & John Keenan, Bill
Mon 18 Nov Feria 10:00am Rebecca Hardinge RIP Readman, Baby William Jone, Eileen Clarke,
Gerry Earls, Terry McDonnell, Lucy Fox,
Tue 19 Nov Feria 10:00am Mr Moran and All Holy Souls RIP Judith Poupart, Natasha D’Mello, William
Miller, Raza Shah, Caroline Butler, Ann
Thu 21 Nov The Presentation of the 12:00pm Maria Bargayo RIP McDonnell, William Campbell, Alice
Blessed Virgin Mary Fredeswinda Nayas-que RIP Danladi, Ron Harper, Joe Quinn, Rosemary
Fri 22 Nov Saint Cecilia, Virgin and 10:00am Dominic Dieseru Int Goacher, Jane Blayney, Dympna O’Connor,
Martyr Lucy Chapman.
Sat 23 Nov The Blessed Virgin Mary 10:00am  Grace and Charles McCarthy and All We commend them to God’s healing.
Holy Souls RIP The Recently Deceased & Anniversaries
We pray for those who have died recently
Sunday Vigil 5:00pm Neville Gomes RIP Ann o,r th(.)se whose 'fmniver.saries oceur at this
time including: Jim Curtin, Charles Bernard
Sun 24 Nov & Our Lord Jesus Christ, 8:30am People of the Parish Keenan, Jim Salmon, Baby Oliver Joel Reid,
King of the Universe Baby Avery, Charles & Bernard Gray, Tom
10:00am*  Joe Bradley Int O’Reilly, Denis Murray, Baby Edward
" Holy Day of Obligation * Livestream Mass tzc:lzardo Murray, Patricia Nash, Michael
First Friday Devotions — 10:00am-3:30pm. May they rest in peace and rise in glory.
Saturdays - 9:00am — Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament (and confession alongside) |\ )
with Benediction at 9:45am. Ve N
The Holy Hour - this coming Saturday 16t Nov will be devoted for the respect and protection of The Blessed Sacrament Lamp
the dignity of human life. All are invited to come and join in prayer is sponsored this week for the forgotten
Confessions can also be arranged outside of these times, please contact Fr Joseph Souls and Priests in Purgatory.
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Sacred Heart Church

Park Street, Berkhamsted, HP4 1HX

Tel: 01442 863 845

Email: berkhamsted@rcdow.org.uk

Website: https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/berkhamsted/
(Office Hours: 10:00am-2.00pm, Mon, Tue and Thurs.)

Parish Priest - Fr Joseph Okoro: josephokoro@rcdow.org.uk
Administrator — Laura Etson: berkhamsted@rcdow.org.uk
Parish Safeguarding Representatives (PSRs)

Carmella Perkins — Sacred Heart PSR:
berkhamstedsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk
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Assisted Suicide (Euthansia) Bill — Cardinal Vincent in his pastoral letter
asked us to individually play our part by writing to our MP as the debate
for this bill unfolds in the Parliament. Experts in the field who have serious
concerns about a possible change in the law are giving a seminar on
Sunday 24th November, 3-5pm at Jesuit Church Farm Street. To join the
livestream go to this link https://www.farmstreet.org.uk/livestream. Please visit
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/opposing-assisted-suicide/ for more information.
Society for the Protection of Unborn Children — SPUC and Right to Life UK
have more helpful resources on how to go about this on their websites.
https://www.spuc.org.uk/assistedsuicideuk , https://righttolife.org.uk/news/action-
alert-major-new-threat-in-parliament-3

Recollection and Training Session for Extraordinary Ministers of Holy
Communion and Readers — Will take place here in church on Saturday 23
November from 10:30am to 11:30am. The session is also for reflection on
best practice on how to volunteer in these ministries at Mass. Could all
existing volunteers endeavour to attend on the day.

Recommissioning of Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion and
Readers - All those who attended the recollection and training session will
be recommissioned at the various Masses on the First Sunday of Advent,
30th November and Sunday 15t December to continue in their various
ministries.

Enrolment to the Guild of St Stephen/Award of Bronze Medal — Will take
place at the Youth Mass on Saturday 234 November, 5pm for all the Altar
Servers who have been serving for at least six months; and on Sunday 24t
November for those who are unable to attend on Saturday. Next training

session is on Friday 22" November at 6pm.

Sick & Retired Priests’ Fund Collection - This weekend, 16th and 17t
November is the annual collection for sick and retired priests in the
Diocese of Westminster. Last year, the Diocese of Westminster provided
care to 72 retired priests, at a cost of £976,000. The number of our priests
over the age of 65 is steadily increasing, and caring for our brother priests
in their senior years, or at a time of illness, is a fundamental part of the
mission of our diocese. Whilst we work with the NHS and local authorities
to ensure funding gaps are met, we still rely heavily on the generosity of
parishioners who contribute to this worthy fund each year. Thank you.

Support for the Holy Land — Next weekend, 24th and 25t there will be a
second collection in support of those affected by the war in the Holy Land
and Gaza. Thank you.

The New Translation of the Lectionary — This comes into use from the First
Sunday of Advent 2024. Here with some YouTube links that you can watch
to prepare yourself for this. Introduction by Bishop Hugh
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9VmjpvOxkWg&t=21s , ‘What is the
new lectionary and why it is important?’ by Fr. John Denney
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0jCcYGDC5Mk&t=1894s

The 4 volume Lectionary costs £695, the Book of the Gospel - £275. The
Mass books for year A, B, C come into two parts for each liturgical year and
we plan to purchase 150 copies each part for each liturgical year. These will
cost £4,455 over the course of three years. Thank you to all who have
donated so far. Please support the Parish in your usual generosity, if you
have not already done so. You can also gift-aid your donation if you are a
UK taxpayer which means an additional 25% to the Parish for the
procurement of these liturgical books. To gift-aid use the blue envelopes at
the back of the church, tick ‘other’ and detail the purpose of your
donation. Speak to Fr Joseph or Laura in the parish office for more details.

Christmas Religious Cards — If you are thinking of sending Christmas cards
to families and friends, we encourage you to go for religious cards to help
remind others the real reason and true meaning of Christmas. We can help
you with ordering this, if you have difficulty finding where to get it.
Christmas religious cards can also be purchased at the Way Inn on the High
Street.

Volunteers Senior Christmas lunch — We are seeking volunteers for both
the Friday 6t and Saturday 7th December to join Patrick in the running of
this fantastic event. Volunteers needed for setting up tables, decorating
the hall and Christmas tree, help with serving and general kitchen help.
Also looking for volunteers to make desserts. If you feel you can offer
assistance in any of these areas, please contact Patrick McLoone on
07949128562. Thank you to all who have already agreed to help, there will
be a meeting on Sunday 24th November in the meeting room at 7pm to
meet up and allocate the various roles for the Friday and Saturday.

Baptism at Sacred Heart — We rejoice with and congratulate Ben and Lizzie
on the Baptism of their daughter this Saturday 16t November at 12noon.
Please keep them in your prayers.

N

Offertory Collections — 10/11/24

Weekly Loose Plate - £168.78

Weekly Contactless - £150.00

Thank you to every one for your support to our Parish.

Contactless Donation Machine — Thank you for your continuing
donations. You can use the contactless machine or QR code below
for Mass stipends, votive candles, building maintenance fund,
flowers for the Church and offertory. Donations can be gift-aided if
you are a UK taxpaver.

QR code to enable donation
via mobile devices.

Online Giving — Should you wish to become a regular online donor
please use the Parish bank details below.

WRCDT Berkhamsted

Sort Code 40-05-20

Ac. Number 31264354

Include your name as your reference and if you would like to gift-aid
please ask Fr Joseph or Laura for a form. Thank you.

Parishes Celebrations / Dates for your Diaries —

16th Nov Prayer Breakfast, Sacred Heart 8am
17th Nov Afternoon Tea, 3pm
2314 Nov Youth Mass Saturday 5pm

Tea and coffee after Sunday 10am Mass- all are invited to join us in
the parish hall for teas, coffees and chats.

Mary's Meals - event update! We are re-arranging the tea, coffee
and Christmas treasures from 3rd November to Sunday 1st
December, after 10am Mass. This is closer to Christmas so mince
pies galore and of course the usual lovely delights so please do
come along. If there are any treasures needing a new home, do give
us a call - Anne 07773 900983. THANK YOU.

Engaging our young people - calling on parents and all
parishioners. To try and involve and engage our young parishioners
more fully at Mass and in the life of the church. We are trialling
some new initiatives which we hope you will support by
encouraging our younger members to attend. See the dates below
which set out what we are going to be trialling between now and
Christmas. The programmes below will run alongside the weekly
Children’s Liturgy for our little ones.

Children’s liturgy for older children at the 10am Mass in the
meeting room (Years 4-6) Sunday 8t December.

5pm Youth Mass for all (pizza and social after Mass in the hall for
year 7+) Saturday 239 November, December date TBC.

Senior Christmas Lunch — Saturday 7t December at 12 Noon. A
sign-up sheet has been placed at the back of the Church. If you
would like to attend, either use the sign-up sheet provided or email
Laura in the office.

@ COMMUNITY

National Lottery Community Fund - FUND

Sacred Heart have recently been awarded a grant to improved
access to the Parish Hall and Church facilities. In particular
improving disabled access around our site. Thank you to all involved
in making this happen! This is currently with the Diocesan surveyors
with works hopefully commencing in early 2025. If you would like
more information on this please pop into the office.

Missio Red Boxes - If you are a red box giver, please could you
bring your boxes to whichever Mass you attend over the next three
weeks and place them in the Sacristy. Please ensure your name and
telephone number is on the label at the bottom so we can reunite
you with your box. chasgray137 @outlook.com 07526 441 961.

St Thomas More Catholic Primary School, Berkhamsted - Reception
Tours for September 2025 places.

Come and visit our school to find out more about our loving,
learning community who recognise that each child is "created in the
image and likeness of God." (Genesis 1:27)

Monday 18th November - 10.00am and Thursday 5th December -
10.00am. Telephone: 01442385060, Email:
admin@stmore.herts.sch.uk
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