‘They have no wine’
After his Baptism, Jesus now starts his public ministry by giving us a first ‘sign’ that points to his divinity, as, at the wedding
feast in Cana, he changes water into wine at the intervention of his mother. Here we see Mary already interceding for the
people. (Gospel)

The Gospel of this second Sunday of Ordinary Time continues the theme of the end of Christmas - revelation. Jesus is re-
vealed to the world by his birth, by his baptism, and by his miracles - the “signs" as John calls them. The wedding in today's
Gospel is interpreted in many ways: today, reading the Gospel with the First Reading in mind, we can see it as an image of
the way in which God is so close to his people, it is as though he is married to them. Thus Jesus, the spouse of the people,
shows God's closeness by revealing his glory in this miracle.

The Holy Spirit who orders the Church continues to reveal God and his closeness to his people by giving each member
variety of gifts as he pleases for service in the Church. All these gifts are intended for one purpose — the glory and
continuing revelation of God among his people. (Second Reading) Therefore, when we each use our talents and gifts
bearing this purpose in mind, our words and actions concretely ‘Proclaim the wonders of the Lord among all the peoples’ —
in the words of today’s Psalm.

As Pilgrims of Hope in this Jubilee Year, the joyful image of wedding festivities might inspire us to think of all who suffer
from food poverty. We pray that each one of us might use our different gifts generously to help those in need, so that all
have sustenance. In this way, may we appreciate the transforming love that God has for every one.

Order of Mass: Page 7. Readings, Page 127: 1% Isa. 62:1-5. Ps. Psa. 96(95):1-2a, 2b-3,7-8a, 9-10ac, R.3. R.11b. 2" Cor. 12:4-11.
Gospel Jn. 2:1-11. EP: lll page 28
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Mass Intentions: Anima Christi
p N . . )
Sun 19 Jan % 2nd Synday in 8:30am People of the Parish Soul of Chmt.' sanctify me
. " Body of Christ, save me
Ordinary Time - . Blood of Christ, inebriate me
10:00am Mary and Eric Millar Int Water from the side of Christ, wash me
: = Passion of Christ, strengthen me
Mon 20 Jan Feria 10:00am Georgia and Raymond Brennan RIP 0 good Jesus, hear me
Within Thy wounds hide me
Tue 21 Jan Saint Agnes, Virgin and 10:00am Fr. Denis O’Callaghan RIP Suffer me not to be separated from Thee
Martyr From the malignant enemy defend me
Thu 23 Jan Feria 12:00pm Mary Ann Wall RIP At the hour of my death call me
And bid me come unto Thee
Fri 24 Jan St Francis de Sales, 10:00am Jim Curtin RIP That | may praise Thee with Thy Angels
Bishop and Doctor of And Thy Saints forever and ever. Amen.
the Church ~ <
Sat 25 Jan The Conversation of 10:00am Ray O’Reilly and All Holy Souls RIP Glease Pray for thr Sick and the Housebound:,\
Saint Paul the Apostle Katie Gray, Michael Nelson, Margaret Church,
Paul & John Keenan, Rosemary and Bill
Sunday Vigil 5:00pm Bob Hodkinson RIP Readman, Baby William Jone, Eileen Clarke,
Terry McDonnell, Lucy Fox, Judith Poupart,
Sun 26 Jan ' 3rd Sunday in 8:30am People of the Parish Natasha D’Mello, William Miller, Raza Shah,
Ordinary Time Caroline Butler, Ann McDonnell, William
10:00am*  Ann Lynn and All Holy Souls RIP Campbell, Alice Danladi, Ron Harper, Joe Quinn,
" Holy Day of Obligation * Livestream Mass Rosemary GoaCh(;; Dympna OConnor, Lucy
First Friday Devotions with Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament — 10am-3:30pm. \ apman-. /
Saturdays - 9:00am — Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament (and confession N
alongside) with Benediction at 9:45am. The Blessed Sacrament Lamp
Confessions can also be arranged outside of these times, please contact Fr Joseph Is sponsored this week for all those affected
by the California wildfires.
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Sacred Heart RC Church Parish Priest - Fr Joseph Okoro: josephokoro@rcdow.org.uk
Park Street, Berkhamsted, HP4 1HX Administrator — Laura Etson: berkhamsted@rcdow.org.uk
Tel: 01442 863 845 Parish Safeguarding Representatives (PSRs)
Email: berkhamsted@rcdow.org.uk Awaiting Appointment — Sacred Heart PSR:
Website: https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/berkhamsted/ berkhamstedsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk

(Office Hours: 10:00am-2.00pm, Mon, Tue and Thurs.)
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Year of Jubilee 2025 - Pope Francis has decided
that 2025 will be a year of Jubilee. Jubilee year
happens every 25 years. Intended as a time of
conversion and emphasis on God’s mercy and
forgiveness of sins, the 2025 Jubilee, with its motto
“Pilgrims of Hope, on the path of peace”, reflects
Pope Francis’ desire for a more just and
compassionate world that remains faithful to the
Gospel.

The prayer is that this be a year of hope and trust for a world suffering the
impacts of war, the ongoing impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic and the
increased threats to the climate.

The Logo shows four stylised figures to indicate all of humanity from four
corners of the earth. They are each embracing another, indicating the
solidarity and brotherhood that must unite peoples. It should be noted
that the first figure is clinging to the cross. The underlying waves are
choppy to indicate that the pilgrimage of life is not always on calm waters.
Oftentimes personal circumstances and world events call for a greater
sense of hope. This is why the lower part of the Cross is elongated turning
into an anchor, which dominates the movement of the waves. As is well
known, the anchor has often been used as a metaphor for hope. In fact, in
maritime jargon, the hope anchor is the name given to the spare anchor,
used by vessels for emergency manoeuvres to stabilise the ship during
storms.

It should be noted that the image shows how the pilgrim’s journey is not
individual, but rather communal, with the signs of a growing dynamism
that moves more and more toward the Cross. The Cross is by no means
static, but it, too, is dynamic, bending toward and meeting humanity as if
not to leave it alone, but rather offering the certainty of its presence and
the reassurance of hope. Finally, the Jubilee 2025 Motto, ‘Pilgrims of
Hope’ is clearly visible in the colour green.

(Comboni Missionary Calendar, 2025)

Offertory Collections — 12/1/25

Weekly Loose Plate - £164.80

Weekly Contactless - £130.00

Thank you to every one for your support to our Parish.

Contactless Donation Machine — Donations for Mass stipends, votive
candles, building maintenance fund, flowers for the Church and
offertory can also be made using the contactless machine or the QR
code below. You can also gift-aid your donation if you are a UK
taxpayer. THANK YOU.

QR code to enable
donation via mobile

Online Giving — Should you wish to become a regular online donor
please use the Parish bank details below.

WRCDT Berkhamsted

Sort Code 40-05-20

Ac. Number 31264354

Do use your name for reference. To gift-aid your donations, please
ask Fr Joseph or Laura for a Gift-aid Form. Thank you for your
continued generosity

Mass Intentions — Please call or visit the parish office to book Masses
for your intentions, email Laura or use the blue envelopes at the back
of the church.

The Diocesan suggested donation is £10.00. Thank you.

If making a donation online, please use ‘MASS STIPEND’ and the
date of the mass as your reference.

Blessed Sacrament Lamp — Recommended donation for one week
sponsorship for intentions is £5. Ring the office for availability.
Intention cards are also available from the office.

Parishes Celebrations / Dates for your Diaries —
15t Feb Youth Mass followed by Social event 5pm

The New Translation of the Lectionary — So far we have raised £4602.75
(Excluding GiftAid) out of our £5,425.00 budget. Please support the Parish
in your usual generosity, if you have not already done so. You can also
gift-aid your donation if you are a UK taxpayer which means an additional
25% to the Parish for the procurement of these liturgical books. To gift-aid
use the blue envelopes at the back of the church, tick ‘other’ and detail
the purpose of your donation. Speak to Fr Joseph or Laura in the parish
office for more details.

Sunday Lunch (Roast Dinner) — Thank you to all who helped to
organise this last Sunday. The next one will be held on Sunday 9t
March at 12pm. Everyone welcome! A sign up sheet will be placed at

Childrens Liturgy - Please be aware that help is always needed for
Children's Liturgy. It is a lovely thing to be involved in and we would
support anyone who would like to join the team. Full training will be
provided. For more information please speak to Fr Joseph or one of the
Childrens Liturgy volunteers.

the back of the Church nearer the time.

‘&COMMUNITY
National Lottery Community Fund — FUND
Sacred Heart have recently been awarded a grant to improved access
to the Parish Hall and Church facilities. In particular improving
disabled access around our site. Thank you to all involved in making
this happen! This is currently with the Diocesan surveyors with works

hopefully commencing in early 2025. If you would like more
information on this please pop into the office.

SPUC (Society for the Protection of Unborn Children) — There will be a
second collection for their White Flower Appeal on the 25t and 26th
January. The White Flower Appeal is dedicated to protecting unborn
children and promoting the right to life in society. Thank you for your
continued support and generosity.

The Catholic Herald — There are still a couple of copies of the January
edition available which carries a number of insightful articles with
leanings on the Catholic faith and teachings of the Church. Please get
a copy for yourself from the back of the Church for £5.00.

Tea and coffee after Sunday 10am Mass- all are invited to join us in the
parish hall for teas, coffees and chats.

Jan STM 100 Club Winners

1st (£100) David Toorawa

2nd (£50) Jo Cosgrove

3rd (£25) Monique Shotton

If you would like to sign up please go

to https://forms.gle/p6w6TZoL76wpEvFc7

Youth Mass — 15t February at 5pm for all (pizza and social after Mass in
the hall for year 7+). Rehearsals Sunday 19t and 26t January at 4:00pm.
All are welcome.

Anyone who would like to volunteer, either to read, carry out the
collection, welcome Parishioners etc. please contact Jane Lavin,
janellavin@yahoo.co.uk or email Laura in the office.

Swan Youth Project — During 2024, we have welcomed and cooked a

meal for an average of 20 young people, aged 11-16 every daye after
school. A big thank you to everyone who has made this possible by
supporting us, both financially and by offering their skills, time and
expertise. We look forward to continuing to offer a happy, safe,
supportive and engaging place for young people to boost their mental and
physical wellbeing, build self-esteem and resilience, and learn valuable life
skills in 2025.

To find out more about the Swan Youth Club, read our latest Newsletter.

Parish Safeguarding Representative — Mrs Carmella Perkins has
stepped down as the parish safeguarding representative, having
moved from the parish. We are very grateful to Carmella for her
diligence in the role and selfless service to the parish. We are also
grateful to the two parishioners who have accepted and are now
going through the processes of being fully appointed to this role with
the Safeguarding office at the Diocese. Should you have any
safeguarding concerns, please feel free to contact the Diocesan Office
via safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk , phone 020 7798 9352 or the Parish
Office — berkhamsted@rcdow.org.uk or phone 01442 863 845.

Recently Deceased and Anniversaries: Bob Hodkinson, Rinda
Baronceni, Margaret Kay, Stephen St John-Maule, Jane Blayney, Joe
McGuinn, Gerry Earls, Jim Curtin, Charles Bernard Keenan, Jim
Salmon, Charles & Bernard Gray, Tom O’Reilly, April Hugo, Rory Lee.
May they rest in peace and rise in glory. Amen
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