% Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord, Year C, 13t April 2025, Psalter Wk 2

Jesus emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in human likeness

Today, as we begin the week we call Holy, we try and put some time aside so as to enter into it as attentively as possible. Palm
Sunday begins with a processional Gospel (Luke 19: 28-40) recounting Jesus’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem. The disciples are
overjoyed and lead the cries of ‘Hosanna’.

Then the Gospel of the Mass itself gives us Luke’s account of Jesus’s Passion and death. Jesus is betrayed and handed over to be
crucified.

The prophet Isaiah (First Reading) presents a disciple, the Suffering Servant, often identified with Jesus, who suffers without
offering resistance.

The Psalm follows the same theme, echoing elements of the Gospel narrative. But the last verse becomes a hymn of praise to God,
who brings victory out of defeat.

Our Second Reading is an ancient liturgical hymn of praise. Here Jesus is presented as one who is divine but humbles himself, in
obedience to the Father. He empties himself and accepts death on the cross, and so he is exalted as Lord by all those in heaven and
on earth.

Jesus ‘taking the form of a servant’, or of a slave, leads us to consider all those throughout our world who suffer modern forms of
slavery. May our prayers and actions in this Jubilee year give them hope and lead to justice.
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Mass Intentions: Anima Christi
e D\
Sun 13 Apr % Palm Sunday of the Passion  8:30am People of the Parish / Soul of Christ, sanctify me \
of the Lord. Body of Christ, save me
10:00am*  Francis Xavier Furlong and All Blood of Christ, inebriate me
Holy Souls RIP Water from the side of Christ, wash me
Mon 14 Mar Monday of Holy Week. 10:00am Jack O’Connor RIP Passion of Christ, strengthen me
O good Jesus, hear me
Fue-15-Apr Fuesday-of Holy- Week: 10:00am  NO MASS Within Thy wounds hide me
Thu 17 Apr Sacrament of Reconciliation. 10:00am Suffer me not to be separated from Thee
From the malignant enemy defend me
Mass of the Lord’s Supper. 8:00pm Norma O’Connor RIP At the h_°“r of my death call me
Fri 18 Apr Children’s Stations of the Cross.  11:00am And bid n,m come u?to Thee
That | may praise Thee with Thy Angels
Sacrament of Reconciliation. 12:00pm k And Thy Saints forever and ever. Amen. /
The Solemn Celebration of the  3:00pm ﬁlease Pray for the Sick and the Housebounh
Passion of the Lord. Roberta Barbour, Paddy Hart, David Johnstone,
Pope Francis, Catherine Foster, Annie Lukeman,
Stations of the Cross. 6:30pm Katie Gray, Paul & John Keenan, Rosemary and
Sat 19 Apr Sacrament of Reconciliation. 10:00am Bill Readman, Jack Nash, Eileen Clarke, Terry &
Ann McDonnell, Judith Poupart, Natasha
®The Easter Vigil in the Holy 8:00pm Rose Hilda Hogan and All Holy D’Mello, Caroline Butler, William Campbell, Ron
Night. Souls RIP Harper, Joe Quinn, Rosemary Goacher, Dympna
Sun 20 Apr X Easter Sunday of the 8:30am People of the Parish O’Connor, Lucy and Christopher Chapman.
Resurrection.
10:00am*  Edmund Gancke and All Holy
Souls RIP K /
¥ Holy Day of Obligation * Livestream Mass
First Friday Devotions with Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament — 10am-3:30pm. 4 )
Saturdays - 9:00am — Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament (and confession The Blessed Sacrament Lamp
alongside) with Benediction at 9:45am. Is lit this week for all those around the
Confessions can also be arranged outside of these times, please contact Fr Joseph World affected by conflict.
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Sacred Heart RC Church, Park Street, Berkhamsted, HP4 1HX Parish Priest - Fr Joseph Okoro: josephokoro@rcdow.org.uk
Tel: 01442 863 845 Administrator — Laura Etson: berkhamsted@rcdow.org.uk
Email: berkhamsted@rcdow.org.uk Parish Safeguarding Representatives (PSRs)
Website: https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/berkhamsted/ Margaret Atwill — berkhamstedsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk
(Office Hours: 10:00am-2.00pm, Mon, Tue and Thurs.)
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HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SERVICES

PALM SUNDAY 13™ APRIL
Blessing of Palms, Procession and Mass with the reading of the Passion
Saturday 5pm; Sunday 8:30am & 10am (gather under the canopy outside
the Church, weather permitting)

MONDAY 14™ APRIL
10am — Mass

TUESDAY 15™ APRIL
12noon — Chrism Mass in Westminster Cathedral
(NO MASS IN THE PARISH)

WEDNESDAY 16™ APRIL
NO MASS

Children’s stations of the cross - Come and join us on Good Friday (Friday
18th April) at 11am for a special Stations of the Cross for our young
Parishioners. Children should be accompanied by a parent. All are welcome.

Stations of the Cross — Good Friday (18t April) at 6:30pm in Church.

THE PASCHAL TRIDUUM

MAUNDY THURSDAY 17™ APRIL
10am-11am Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confessions)
8pm - Mass of the Lord’s Supper,
followed by Watch of Prayer and Adoration before the Blessed
Sacrament

GOOD FRIDAY 18™ APRIL
11am — Children’s Stations of the Cross.
12pm — 1pm Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confessions)
3pm — The Solemn Celebration of the Passion of the Lord
(with the veneration of the Cross)
6.30pm — Stations of the Cross

HOLY SATURDAY 19™ APRIL
10am -11am — Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confessions)
8pm — EThe Easter Vigil in the Holy Night

EASTER SUNDAY 20™ APRIL
8:30am & 10am - ¥ Easter Sunday of the Resurrection

Easter Offering — Your Easter offerings go towards the yearly stipend for the
priest. Please take an offering envelope from the back of the church or use
the contactless machine to give your Easter offerings. THANK YOU

Easter Flowers — Donations can either be given as you leave the Church in
the baskets marked EASTER FLOWERS, using the contactless machine or the
QR code around the church. THANK YOU.

Offertory Collections — 6/4/25

Weekly Loose Plate - £222.67

Weekly Contactless - £134.00

Thank you to every one for your support to our Parish.

Second Collection — There will be a Second Collection for Holy Places during
the Mass on Good Friday (18t April). Thank you.

Parishes Celebrations / Dates for your Diaries —
17th May - Churches Together Prayer Breakfast 8am
17th May - Youth Mass 5pm, followed by Social for Years 7-13

Holy Hour — Are you desirous of a continuing increase of faith and
participation in our parish? Then, join us pray to the Lord as we dedicate the
Holy Hours on Saturday during Lent for a renewed hunger and spirit in our
parish — 9am — 9:45am, followed by Mass at 10am.

Yes to our Hospices, No to Assisted Suicide — Please help by collecting a
postcard from the back of the Church, complete and return to the office and
we will post them.

18th May - Sunday Lunch 12pm

. . {éCOMMUNITY
National Lottery Community Fund — FUND
Sacred Heart have recently been awarded a grant to improved access
to the Parish Hall and Church facilities. In particular improving
disabled access around our site. Thank you to all involved in making
this happen! This is currently with the Diocesan surveyors with works
hopefully commencing in early 2025. If you would like more
information on this please pop into the office.

Wednesday Charismatic Prayer Group - Warmly invite Parishioners to join
them for prayer during Lent. We meet at 10:45am on Wednesdays where
refreshments are provided. As a group we move into times of prayer,
followed by intervals of praise and worship (with the help of Hillsong music)
and silent reflection. We pray as the Holy Spirit leads us, about those
concerns which the Lord places on our hearts: friends, family, our Church,
world situations etc. We aim to finish at 12:15pm. Come and join us if you
can; witness the Lord move mountains through prayer!

Tea and coffee after Sunday 10am Mass- all are invited to join us in
the parish hall for teas, coffees and chats.

Join CAFOD’s Big Lent Walk in the Jubilee Year - Mary Harris, a Parishioner
here at Sacred Heart is raising money for CAFOD by walking an incredible
400km, which will include walking for 7 days along the Camino Primitivo
(Oviedo to A Fonsagrada). If you would like to Sponsor Mary, please do so via
her JustGiving page below:
https://walk.cafod.org.uk/fundraising/marys-big-lent-walk2026

Mary's Meals - A huge thank you to everyone who supported Mary's
Meals after 10am Mass on Mothering Sunday. A total of £439.50 was
raised on the day and an additional £339.00 from other donations
(via ebay, vinted etc) making an amazing total of £778.50.

This is such generous giving in so many ways and will provide a total
of over 3,800 school meals.

National Collection — Thank you to all who gave during Our Second
Collection last weekend for the Catholic National Shrine & Basilica of Our
Lady, at Walsingham, we raised a total of £354.58. These initiatives aim to
enhance the Jubilee pilgrim experience and further the spiritual mission of
the Shrine.

Give Us This Day, Our Daily Bread - Thank you for your continued
donations to the food bank. Please continue to support the Foodbank
with non-perishable food Donation box is in the church porch. All
items collected go towards supporting the locals via the Open Door
and DENS Food Bank. Thank you

Join DENS on Saturday 21st June at Berkhamsted Castle to walk or
run your choice of 5 or 10-mile well-signed trails through natural
woodland and outstanding landscapes. For more details visit
www.dens.org.uk/trail

Lourdes Pilgrimage 25th July - 1st August 2025 — Registration for the
Westminster Diocesan pilgrimage led by Cardinal Vincent Nicholas is now
open via the online form at https://pilgrimages.rcdow.org.uk or by
contacting the Pilgrimage Office on 020 7798 9173. Options to travel by
plane or train are available and there are many volunteering opportunities
for those wishing to serve. All applications to join this year’s pilgrimage need
to be submitted by Wednesday 30th April.

A Day With Mary - is taking place at Our Lady and St Michael, Crown
Rise, Garston, Watford, WD25 ONE on Saturday 12t April 2025
(10:00am to 5:30pm). Further information is available

at https://www.adaywithmary.org/ or

https://eventcatholic.com/ There is a poster with full itinerary at the
back of the Church.

Fr John Boland has a new telephone number 07352 310506 now and would
be delighted to hear from you. If you don’t get through to him the first time,
keep trying instead of leaving a message. Ed

Recently Deceased and Anniversaries: Lisa-Anne Gaston, Raza Shah,
Goddy Ohaegbulem, Jenny Finlayson, Jane Swan, Michael Brigg, Mary
Fawle, Bob Hodkinson, Rinda Baronceni, Susan Babington, Alexis
Miller, Michael Nelson, Jane Blayney, Joe McGuinn, Jim Curtin,
Charles Bernard Keenan, Jim Salmon, April Hugo, Rory Lee.

May they rest in peace and rise in glory. Amen
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