
                                                                                                                                                          
 
 

  
  

 Fourth Sunday of Easter, Year C, 11th May 2025, Psalter Wk 4 
 

 
 Sacred Heart RC Church, Park Street, Berkhamsted, HP4 1HX 
Tel: 01442 863 845 
Email: berkhamsted@rcdow.org.uk 
Website: https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/berkhamsted/ 
(Office Hours: 10:00am-2.00pm, Mon, Tue and Thurs.)  

 
 

Parish Priest - Fr Joseph Okoro: josephokoro@rcdow.org.uk 
Administrator – Laura Etson: berkhamsted@rcdow.org.uk  

Parish Safeguarding Representatives (PSRs)  
Margaret Atwill – berkhamstedsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk 

Pauline McDonnell - berkhamstedsg1@safeguardrcdow.org.uk 

 

Order of Mass: Page 7. Readings, Page 262: 1st Acts. 13:14, 43b-52.  
Ps. Psa. 100(99):1-2. 3. 5.  R.3c. 

2nd Rev. 7:9, 13a, 14b-17. Gospel Jn. 10:27-30. EP: III page 28 

 ‘My sheep hear my voice, and I know them.’ 
 

On this ‘Good Shepherd Sunday’, the Gospel verses are taken from the tenth chapter 
of St John. Here Jesus speaks of himself as the Good Shepherd, who brings life, love 
and protection to those within his flock. 
 
 In the First Reading, St Luke describes a turning point in Paul and Barnabas’ ministry. 
Rather than discouraging them, their rejection by the Jews fills them with fresh 
confidence to preach the message to the Gentiles. They are filled with joy and the 
Holy Spirit as the Church then begins to expand throughout the whole region.      
 
The Psalm is full of joyful thanksgiving. It is a powerful reminder that we are made by 
God. We are the sheep of his flock and he will never ever abandon us.   
 
The Second Reading reflects God’s diverse and inclusive plan for salvation. This 
heavenly scene depicts people from all corners of the earth, of every nation, tribe 
and  language. We are united in faith and rejoice in God’s unconditional, limitless 
love.  
 
In the Gospel the image of the Good Shepherd reassures us that we do not have to 
earn God’s love; it is freely and unconditionally given to all of us. All we need to do is 
hear his voice and follow him.   
 
As Pilgrims of Hope in this Jubilee year, we pray that we will be liberated, rejoicing in 
the knowledge that we already belong to God whose love for all people is abundant. 
How might I bring this message of unity and acceptance to different communities 
during this Easter period? 
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Jubilee Year Indulgences Guide - Provides a simple outline for the faithful in the Diocese of 
Westminster as to how they can obtain this plenary indulgence, without the need to travel 
to Rome or other pilgrimage centres around the world and can be found at: 
https://rcdow.org.uk/jubilee-2025/the-jubilee-indulgence-step-by-step/ 

Parish Summer BBQ and Buffet – will be held on Sunday 13th July from 12pm. This is a great 
opportunity to have a catch up before the summer holidays. Everyone is welcome! Come 
and join us for an amazing family afternoon of food, activities and a bouncy castle!  
A bar will be available serving drinks, with payment accepted by cash or card. 
Adults (18+) £10.00, under 18’s free. Tickets are limited so please don’t delay getting yours. 
To book your tickets, please email Laura advising the number of adults and under 18’s. 
Please make payment via the Parish bank account using reference ‘Surname BBQ’  

Dessert Donations Needed for the Summer BBQ - We're planning a dessert table for the 
upcoming Summer BBQ and could use a few extra hands (and sweet treats). If you're willing 
to bring a dessert—homemade or shop-bought—we'd really appreciate it.  
Please let us know what you plan to bring by emailing Laura. Thank you for helping make the 
BBQ a great event for everyone. 

Seniors Lunch Club - We are delighted to introduce the new seniors lunch club. This is open 
to Parishioners and any friends or neighbours you wish to invite, to enjoy a light lunch and 
chat with friends. 
When  - The 4th Thursday of the month (details below) 
Where - The church hall 
Time -    12.30 – 2:00pm 
Dates  -  22nd May, 26th June, 24th July, 28th Aug, 25th Sept, 23rd Oct, 27th Nov 
If you would like to attend please use the sign-up sheet at the back of the church or email 
Laura in the office. 

Berkamsted Christian Churches Pentecost Picnic – Sunday 8th June from 12:30pm at 
Berkhamsted Castle Grounds. Finishing with an act of worship which will start at 1:30pm.  
We would love to have some outdoor games to play together, so if you have any, please 
bring them with you on the day along with your picnic. 
 
 

Priest Training Fund - This Sunday is Good Shepherd Sunday, the day we 
pray for priests and for vocations to the priesthood. The annual collection 
for the Priest Training Fund will take place next weekend. This fund pays for 
the priestly formation of men for the Catholic priesthood. 

There are currently 50 men studying at Allen Hall seminary, 13 of whom are from our own 
Diocese of Westminster, among whom are 2 deacons. We also have 2 seminarians at the 
Royal English College in Valladolid. Last year 3 deacons who studied at Allen Hall were 
ordained priests. This fund also supports the ongoing enrichment and formation of our 
ordained priests. Your generous donation helps ensure we can support these men who are 
called to be like Christ the Good Shepherd. Donation envelopes are available at the back of 
the church. Please take one home, read the information, and bring it back next weekend 
with your donation. Please continue to pray for vocations and for our priests. You can use 
the QR code to make your donation online or visit www.rcdow.org.uk/donations. Thank you 
for your generosity. 
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Offertory Collections – 4/5/25 
Weekly Loose Plate - £151.95 
Weekly Contactless - £96.00 
Thank you to every one for your support to our Parish. 

Contactless Donation Machine – Donations for Mass stipends, votive candles, building 
maintenance fund, flowers for the Church and offertory can also be made using the 
contactless machine or the QR code below. You can also gift-aid your donation if you are a UK 
taxpayer. THANK YOU.  

Online Giving – Should you wish to become a regular online donor please use the Parish bank 
details below.    
WRCDT Berkhamsted  
Sort Code 40-05-20 
Ac. Number 31264354 
Do use your name for reference. To gift-aid your donations, please ask Fr Joseph or Laura for 
a Gift-aid Form. Thank you  for your continued generosity 

Mass Intentions – Please call or visit the parish office to book Masses for your intentions, 
email Laura or use the blue envelopes at the back of the church. The Diocesan suggested 
donation is £10.00. Thank you. If making a donation online, please use ‘MASS STIPEND’ and 
the date of the mass as your reference. 

Blessed Sacrament Lamp – Recommended donation for one week sponsorship for intentions 
is £5. Ring the office for availability. Intention cards are also available from the office. 

National Lottery Community Fund – Sacred Heart have recently been awarded a grant to 
improved access to the Parish Hall and Church facilities. In particular improving disabled 
access around our site. Thank you to all involved in making this happen! This is currently with 
the Diocesan surveyors with works hopefully commencing mid 2025.  
If you would like more information on this please pop into the office.                 

Tea and coffee after Sunday 10am Mass- all are invited to join us in the parish hall for teas, 
coffees and chats.  

Churches Together Prayer Breakfast – Sacred Heart parish hall on Saturday 17th May from 
8am to 9am: A sign-up sheet will be at the back of the Church this weekend and next, please 
put your name down if you can help. Set up will be around 7.45 am and the Breakfast will be 
at 8.00 am with prayers after breakfast. Please join us, it is good to share food and pray 
together for the town and surrounding villages. For further information, please contact 
Patrick McLoone on 07949128562. 

Fr John Boland has a new telephone number 07352 310506 now and would be delighted to 
hear from you. If you don’t get through to him the first time, keep trying instead of leaving a 
message. Ed 

Presentation of the Offertory – This week we welcome the Maginley family at 8:30am and 
the Florek family at 10:00am to present the offertory on Sunday 11th May. 

Please Pray for the Sick and the Housebound - David and Anne Phillips, Roberta Barbour, 
William Campbell, Paddy Hart, David Johnstone, Catherine Foster, Annie Lukeman, Katie 
Gray, Rosemary and Bill Readman, Jack Nash, Eileen Clarke, Terry & Ann McDonnell, Caroline 
Butler, William Campbell, Ron Harper, Joe Quinn, Rosemary Goacher, Dympna O’Connor, 
Lucy and Christopher Chapman. 
 

 

 QR Code to enable 
donation via mobile 

April 2025 Offertory 
Standing Orders: £ 4846.00 

Loose Plate/Contactless: £ 756.53 
Total: £ 5602.53 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Sun 11 May  Fourth Sunday of 
Easter.  

8:30am 
 
10:00am* 

Eamon O’Sullivan RIP 
 
Peter Sprawson RIP Ann 

Mon 12 May Easter Feria. 10:00am NO MASS 

Tue 13 May Easter Feria. 10:00am NO MASS 

Thu 15 May Easter Feria. 12:00pm Seamus Graham RIP 

Fri 16 May Easter Feria. 10:00am Mrs Lil Murphy RIP 

Sat 17 May Easter Feria. 
 
Sunday Vigil Mass. 

10:00am 
 
5:00pm 

Mrs Fletcher and All Holy Souls RIP 
 
Peteria and Christopher Moran and All Holy Souls 
RIP 

Sun 18 May  Fifth Sunday of Easter.  8:30am 
 
10:00am* 

People of the Parish 
 
Justin Neill RIP  

 Holy Day of Obligation          * Livestream Mass         
First Friday Devotions with Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament – 10am-3:30pm. 

Saturdays - 9:00am – Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament (and confession alongside) with Benediction at 9:45am.  
Confessions can also be arranged outside of these times, please contact Fr Joseph 
                
 

Anima Christi 

Soul of Christ, sanctify me 
Body of Christ, save me 

Blood of Christ, inebriate me 
Water from the side of Christ, wash me 

Passion of Christ, strengthen me 
O good Jesus, hear me 

Within Thy wounds hide me 
Suffer me not to be separated from Thee 

From the malignant enemy defend me 
At the hour of my death call me 

And bid me come unto Thee 
That I may praise Thee with Thy Angels 

And Thy Saints forever and ever.  Amen. 

Recently Deceased and Anniversaries:  
Ann Pettingell, Stephen and Joseph Phillips, Pope Francis, 

Sarah Blewitt, Lisa-Anne Gaston, Raza Shah, Goddy 
Ohaegbulem, Jenny Finlayson, Jane Swan, Michael Brigg, 

Mary Fawle, Bob Hodkinson, Rinda Baronceni, Susan 
Babington, Alexis Miller, Michael Nelson, Jane Blayney, 
Joe McGuinn, Jim Curtin, Charles Bernard Keenan, Jim 

Salmon, April Hugo, Rory Lee. 
May they rest in peace and rise in glory. Amen 

 

The Blessed Sacrament Lamp 
Is lit this week for the happy 
repose of Pope Francis RIP. 

 

Mass Intentions: 

17th May Churches Together Prayer Breakfast 8am 

17th May Youth Mass 5pm, followed by Social for Secondary School (7+) 

22nd May Senior Citizens Social Lunch 12pm 

8th June Berkamsted Christian Churches Pentecost Picnic 12:30pm 

22nd June Mary’s Meals Event, after 10am Mass  

13th July Parish Summer BBQ 12-4pm 

  

               

 
 

Parishes Celebrations / Dates for your Diaries: 


