
                                                                                                                                                          
 
 

  
  

 Second Sunday of Easter (Divine Mercy), Year C, 27th April 2025, Psalter Wk 2 
 

 
 Sacred Heart RC Church, Park Street, Berkhamsted, HP4 1HX 
Tel: 01442 863 845 
Email: berkhamsted@rcdow.org.uk 
Website: https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/berkhamsted/ 
(Office Hours: 10:00am-2.00pm, Mon, Tue and Thurs.)  

 
 

Parish Priest - Fr Joseph Okoro: josephokoro@rcdow.org.uk 
Administrator – Laura Etson: berkhamsted@rcdow.org.uk  

Parish Safeguarding Representatives (PSRs)  
Margaret Atwill – berkhamstedsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk 

 

Order of Mass: Page 7. Readings, Page 256: 1st Acts. 5:12-6.  
Ps. Psa. 118(117):2-4. 22-24. 25-27a.  R.1. 

2nd Rev. 1:9-11a, 12-13, 17-19. Gospel Jn. 20:19-31. EP: III page 28 

 ‘Peace be with you.’ ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they 
are forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld.’ 

 
In the last week, beginning with Easter Sunday, the readings at Mass have been 
focusing on the various accounts of the event of the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
and his appearances to some of his disciples. This Sunday, we have a further 
account of how the appearance of the risen Christ helped Thomas overcome his 
doubt and to the climax of his profession of faith in Jesus as Lord and God. 
 
In the Gospel passage of this second Sunday of Easter, also known as Divine 
Mercy Sunday, we see the risen Christ and the power of this resurrection at 
work in the Apostles; leaving in the lives of the people miraculous healings and 
restoration. Not only that, Jesus during this appearance perpetuates what only 
God can do – the forgiveness of sin – by bestowing on his Apostles the power to 
forgive sins in his name. Thus, down the ages and till the end of time, all who 
repent of their sins and seek, can receive divine mercy and the forgiveness of 
their sins. We believe that in doing this, the risen Christ instituted and gave his 
Church, the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  
 
Pope Francis, the Successor of Peter and the head of the Apostles, was a great 
herald of divine mercy and promoter of peace in the world. He worked tirelessly 
to bring God’s mercy to all. Now that his divine mandate of confirming and 
strengthening the faith of his brothers and sisters has come to an end, may he 
be granted the fullness of God’s mercy, a place of refreshment, light and peace 
in the kingdom of Heaven.  
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Thank You – We had another wonderful Triduum and Easter celebrations! It was a great joy 
to see so many people in attendance at the various celebrations. As I always say, I could not 
have done it alone without your support. I thank all who did the amazing jobs of organising 
the feet washing, children’s stations of the Cross, arranging the Easter flowers, taking the 
readings, altar serving, washing and ironing the sacred linens, sacristy functions, playing the 
organ, singing, taking the various collections, preparing for the lucenarium and candles for 
the vigil, helping with the distribution of Holy Communion and counting the collections. 
Thank you to Laura for helping with the office administration aspect of the Easter 
preparations. I am immensely grateful to you all for your Easter cards, gifts and offerings. 
Your kindness and generosity are much appreciated. Fr Joseph 

Divine Mercy Sunday - On the 27th April we will celebrate the feast of Divine Mercy. There 
will be Divine Mercy devotion from 2:15pm – 3:30pm, starting with exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament and Benediction at the end. Fr Joseph will hear confession during exposition. 
Come and join us in praying for peace and hope in our troubled world of today.  

First Friday Devotion – On 2nd May, commencing with Mass at 10am, followed by extended 
exposition of the Blessed Sacrament with devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. We will end 
the devotion with the Divine Mercy Prayer at 3 O’clock and benediction. Please make time on 
the day and come spend some moments of quiet and prayer before the Lord. 

Holy Places Second Collection – Thank you to all who gave during Good Fridays second 
collection. As a Parish, we raised £313.70 to support the Church in the Holy Land and 
maintain the holy sites. The funds collected are used for pastoral, educational, and social 
works, as well as the maintenance of the Holy Places.  

Yes to our Hospices, No to Assisted Suicide – Please help by collecting a postcard from the 
back of the Church, complete and return to the office and we will post them.  

Jubilee Year Indulgences Guide - Provides a simple outline for the faithful in the Diocese of 
Westminster as to how they can obtain this plenary indulgence, without the need to travel to 
Rome or other pilgrimage centres around the world and can be found at: 
https://rcdow.org.uk/jubilee-2025/the-jubilee-indulgence-step-by-step/ 

Seniors Lunch Club - We are delighted to introduce the new seniors lunch club. This is open 
to Parishioners and any friends or neighbours you wish to invite, to enjoy a light lunch and 
chat with friends. 
 
When  - The 4th Thursday of the month (details below) 
Where - The church hall 
Time -    12.30 – 2:00pm 
Dates  -  22nd May, 26th June, 24th July, 28th Aug, 25th Sept, 23rd Oct, 27th Nov 
 
If you would like to attend please use the sign-up sheet at the back of the church or email 
Laura in the office. 

Fr John Boland has a new telephone number 07352 310506 now and would be delighted to 
hear from you. If you don’t get through to him the first time, keep trying instead of leaving a 
message. Ed 

Baptism at Sacred Heart – We rejoice with and congratulate Thomas and Asami whose son 
will be baptised on Saturday 3rd May at 12noon. Please keep them in your prayers. 
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Offertory Collections – 20/4/25 
Weekly Loose Plate - £368.85 
Weekly Contactless - £213.00 
Thank you to every one for your support to our Parish. 

Contactless Donation Machine – Donations for Mass stipends, votive candles, building 
maintenance fund, flowers for the Church and offertory can also be made using the 
contactless machine or the QR code below. You can also gift-aid your donation if you are a UK 
taxpayer. THANK YOU.  

Online Giving – Should you wish to become a regular online donor please use the Parish bank 
details below.    
WRCDT Berkhamsted  
Sort Code 40-05-20 
Ac. Number 31264354 
Do use your name for reference. To gift-aid your donations, please ask Fr Joseph or Laura for 
a Gift-aid Form. Thank you  for your continued generosity 

Mass Intentions – Please call or visit the parish office to book Masses for your intentions, 
email Laura or use the blue envelopes at the back of the church. The Diocesan suggested 
donation is £10.00. Thank you. If making a donation online, please use ‘MASS STIPEND’ and 
the date of the mass as your reference. 

Blessed Sacrament Lamp – Recommended donation for one week sponsorship for intentions 
is £5. Ring the office for availability. Intention cards are also available from the office. 

National Lottery Community Fund – Sacred Heart have recently been awarded a grant to 
improved access to the Parish Hall and Church facilities. In particular improving disabled 
access around our site. Thank you to all involved in making this happen! This is currently with 
the Diocesan surveyors with works hopefully commencing in early 2025.  

If you would like more information on this please pop into the office.                 

Tea and coffee after Sunday 10am Mass- all are invited to join us in the parish hall for teas, 
coffees and chats.  

April 100 Club Winners  
1st (£100) Jeanne Bolton 
2nd (£50) Lyndsay Hubbard  
3rd (£25) Kath Trowbridge 
If you would like to be a winner, please sign up go via https://forms.gle/p6w6TZoL76wpEvFc7 

Presentation of the Offertory – This week we welcome the Florek family to present the 
offertory on Sunday 27th April at 10:00am. 

Recently Deceased and Anniversaries: Pope Francis, Sarah Blewitt, Lisa-Anne Gaston, Raza 
Shah, Goddy Ohaegbulem, Jenny Finlayson, Jane Swan, Michael Brigg, Mary Fawle, Bob 
Hodkinson, Rinda Baronceni, Susan Babington, Alexis Miller, Michael Nelson, Jane Blayney, 
Joe McGuinn, Jim Curtin, Charles Bernard Keenan, Jim Salmon, April Hugo, Rory Lee.   
May they rest in peace and rise in glory. Amen 
 

 

QR Code to enable 
donation via mobile 

https://forms.gle/p6w6TZoL76wpEvFc7


 
 
 
 

 

Sun 27 Apr  Second Sunday of 
Easter. (Divine Mercy) 

8:30am 
 
10:00am* 

Janet Carey RIP 
 
Susannah Bull RIP 

Mon 28 Apr Saint George, Martyr, 
Patron of England. 

10:00am Andrew and Catherine Millar RIP 

Tue 29 Apr Saint Catherine of Siena, 
Virgin and Doctor of the 
Church, Patron of Europe. 

10:00am Birthday Blessings 

Thu 1 May Easter Feria. 12:00pm Curtin Family Private Int. 

Fri 2 May Saint Athanasius, Bishop 
and Doctor of the Church. 

10:00am Sarah Georgiou Int. 

Sat 3 May Saints Philip and James, 
Apostles. 
 
Easter Vigil 

10:00am 
 
 
5:00pm 

Deceased members of the Byrne Family and All 
Holy Souls RIP 
 
Anthony Joseph Hogan and All Holy Souls RIP 

Sun 4 May  Third Sunday of Easter.  8:30am 
 
10:00am* 

Andy Gray and Family Int. 
 
Tony Melia RIP 
 

 Holy Day of Obligation          * Livestream Mass         
First Friday Devotions with Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament – 10am-3:30pm. 

Saturdays - 9:00am – Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament (and confession alongside) with Benediction at 9:45am.  
Confessions can also be arranged outside of these times, please contact Fr Joseph 
                
 

Anima Christi 

Soul of Christ, sanctify me 
Body of Christ, save me 

Blood of Christ, inebriate me 
Water from the side of Christ, wash me 

Passion of Christ, strengthen me 
O good Jesus, hear me 

Within Thy wounds hide me 
Suffer me not to be separated from Thee 

From the malignant enemy defend me 
At the hour of my death call me 

And bid me come unto Thee 
That I may praise Thee with Thy Angels 

And Thy Saints forever and ever.  Amen. 

Please Pray for the Sick and the Housebound:  
Roberta Barbour, Paddy Hart, David Johnstone, 

Catherine Foster, Annie Lukeman, Katie Gray, Paul & 
John Keenan, Rosemary and Bill Readman, Jack Nash, 
Eileen Clarke, Terry & Ann McDonnell, Judith Poupart, 
Natasha D’Mello, Raza Shah, Caroline Butler, William 
Campbell, Ron Harper, Joe Quinn, Rosemary Goacher, 

Dympna O’Connor, Lucy and Christopher Chapman. 
 

The Blessed Sacrament Lamp 
Is lit this week for the happy 
repose of Pope Francis RIP. 

 

Mass Intentions: 

17th May Churches Together Prayer Breakfast 8am 

17th May Youth Mass 5pm, followed by Social for Years 7-13 

18th May Sunday Lunch 12pm 

22nd May Senior Citizens Social Lunch 12pm 

13th July Summer BBQ 12-4pm 

  

               

 
 

Parishes Celebrations / Dates for your Diaries: 


