"X Sixth Sunday of Easter, Year C, 25%" May 2025, Divine Office: Wk 2

God will make his home with each of us
This Sunday, the last before Ascension and Pentecost, Jesus gives his departing words — farewell
discourse - to his disciples before he leaves them and goes to the Father. He leaves them not as
orphans, but assures them of being present to them through the Holy Spirit, the Helper.

This is the Spirit who raised Jesus from the dead, and the Spirit who brought the Church to birth
at Pentecost. As Eastertide unfolded, we read about how the power and influence of the Spirit
led to the spreading of the early church even as it faced challenges both from within and
without. Through the Holy Spirit, the Church continues to bring to birth and grow more children
destined for the kingdom of God through the Sacramets and evangelisation.

In the First Reading we see that the disciples do not make any decisions without consulting the
Holy Spirit. It is the Holy Spirit who reminds and keeps them (and us today) faithful to the
teachings and life of Christ.

The Gospel Reading, though consolatory in tone, points to the disciples’ life after Jesus’
resurrection and ascension. Here too, is an emphasis that their life and mission are to centre on
all that Jesus has taught them. The mission ahead, they are reminded, is not for the fainthearted.
But the Holy Spirit, the Helper will be given them to accomplish this divine mission.

We saw him at work in ways least expected at the Conclave that elected Pope Leo XIV. A time
of heightened universal attention on the Church and of concerns of all sorts about her future.
The Spirit wasn’t just mysteriously at work in the past, he still is today and till the end of time.
He never stops to marvel us!

Therefore as Pilgrims of Hope, let us throw open the doors of hearts so that he can enter and
fill us with his lifegiving presence, leading and guiding us with his kindly light as he did the early
disciples. That as John in the vision did, - Second Reading - we too at the end of time may enter

Kthe Holy City of heaven, bejewelled with the glory of God. /
/ Order of Mass: Page 7. Readings, Page 267: 1%t Acts. 15:1-2, 22-29. \
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Parish Planned Giving Drive Campaign — Run at least every 3 years for 3 consecutives weekends

in parishes across the Diocese but was last run here in our parish about 15 years ago. The Parish
Finance Committee and myself, with the support of, have proposed for us to run the campaign
on the weekends of 14%"/15%, 215t/22", and 28t"/29" June, across all the Masses. This will give
parishioners the opportunity to learn where the parish is at in the context of its mission of
evangelisation, our future vision for youth ministry and wider community outreach, state of the
church structures and grounds, parish finances and our future challenges in the current realities,
volunteer needs, where and how parishioners can get actively involved and support the parish
with their talents, skills and resources. Please come along to these weekends and don’t forget
to pray for the parish and all parishioners. Thank you. Fr Joseph

Emmaus Jubilee Youth Festival - 2-3 August 2025 at SPEC Retreat Centre. Aimed at young
people unable to travel to and coinciding with the Jubilee of Youth in Rome, the festival will
offer a transformative encounter with Christ and the opportunity to meet other young people
on their journey of faith. Inspired by the disciples on the road to Emmaus, whose encounter
with the Risen Christ transformed their despair into hope, this festival aims to ignite the same
transformative experience in all participating. Organised by SPEC Retreat Centre of Westminster
Youth Ministry, the festival will feature: live Praise & Worship by One Hope Project, engaging
panels and interactive workshops, fellowship and reflection at campfires, Eucharistic Adoration
and closing Mass celebrated by Cardinal Vincent Nichols. For more information and registration

please visit https://youth.rcdow.org.uk/jubilee-year-2025/emmausfestival/

Upper Room Leadership Programme 2025-26 - Organised by Westminster Youth Ministry, the
programme is aimed at 18-30 year olds interested in leading a parish youth group. Starting in
October 2025, the year-long programme will accompany future leaders on their journey of faith
and equip them with the necessary practical skills such as activities planning, safeguarding
training, public speaking and more. The entire programme concludes with an opportunity to
participate in the Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes as chaplains to the Redcaps, and hopefully
establishing/leading a regular parish youth group beforehand. There is no cost of joining the
programme but parish priest’'s recommendation is required. More information at
https://youth.rcdow.org.uk/outreach/upper-room-leadership-programme/

Parish Summer BBQ and Buffet — will be held on Sunday 13th July from 12pm. This is a great
opportunity to have a catch up before the summer holidays. Everyone is welcome! Come and
join us for an amazing family afternoon of food, activities and a bouncy castle!

A bar will be available serving drinks, with payment accepted by cash or card.

Adults (18+) £10.00, under 18'’s free. Tickets are limited so please don’t delay getting yours.
To book your tickets, please email Laura advising the number of adults and under 18’s (Please
specify the ages of all under 18). Please make payment via the Parish bank account using
reference ‘Surname BBQ’

Dessert Donations Needed for the Summer BBQ - We're planning a dessert table for the
upcoming Summer BBQ and could use a few extra hands (and sweet treats). If you're willing to
bring a dessert—homemade or shop-bought—we'd really appreciate it.

Please let us know what you plan to bring by emailing Laura. Thank you for helping make the
BBQ a great event for everyone.

Berkamsted Christian Churches Pentecost Picnic — Sunday 8" June from 12:30pm at
Berkhamsted Castle Grounds. Finishing with an act of worship which will start at 1:30pm.

We would love to have some outdoor games to play together, so if you have any, please bring
\them with you on the day along with your picnic.
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Offertory Collections — 18/5/25 April 2025 Offertory

Weekly Loose Plate - £126.20 Standing Orders: £4846.00
Weekly Contactless - £130.76 Loose Plate/Contactless: £756.53
Thank you to every one for your support to our Parish. Total: £5602.53

Contactless Donation Machine — Donations for Mass stipends, votive candles, building
maintenance fund, flowers for the Church and offertory can also be made using the
contactless machine or the QR code below. You can also gift-aid your donation if you are a UK
taxpayer. THANK YOU.

Online Giving — Should you wish to become a regular online donor please use the Parish bank
details below.

WRCDT Berkhamsted QR Code to enable .'.T.i-_g:'.'
Sort Code 40-05-20 donation via mobile . -35};

Ac. Number 31264354
Do use your name for reference. To gift-aid your donations, please ask Fr Joseph or Laura for a
Gift-aid Form. Thank you for your continued generosity

Mass Intentions — Please call or visit the parish office to book Masses for your intentions,
email Laura or use the blue envelopes at the back of the church. The Diocesan suggested
donation is £10.00. Thank you. If making a donation online, please use ‘MASS STIPEND’ and
the date of the mass as your reference.

Blessed Sacrament Lamp — Recommended donation for one week sponsorship for intentions
is £5. Ring the office for availability. Intention cards are also available from the office.

National Lottery Community Fund — Sacred Heart have recently been awarded a grant to
improved access to the Parish Hall and Church facilities. In particular improving disabled access
around our site. Thank you to all involved in making this happen! This is currently with the
Diocesan surveyors with works hopefully commencing mid 2025.

: : : . : : {@commumw
If you would like more information on this please pop into the office. FUND

Tea and coffee after Sunday 10am Mass- all are invited to join us in the parish hall for teas,
coffees and chats.

DENS Woodland Trail - Join DENS on Saturday 21st June at Berkhamsted Castle to walk or run
your choice of 5 or 10-mile well-signed trails through natural woodland and outstanding
landscapes. For more details visit www.dens.org.uk/trail

Be Alert — Disregard email from any sender or caller claiming to be Fr Joseph or coming from
the parish office saying that he’s in desperate need and needing urgent assistance. It’s a fraud!

Looking to deepen your faith and feel closer to God? - Christian Meditation offers a peaceful,
enriching way to nurture your spiritual life. Practiced since the early Church and revived by Fr.
John Main in the 1960s, it's now embraced worldwide through the World Community for
Christian Meditation (WCCM). At Corpus Christi Church in Tring. Sessions are held Thursday
evenings from 8.15-9.45pm, either in person or on Zoom. All are welcome — no experience
needed. Just come with an open heart. Contact Margaret Donnelly at
margaret.donnelly@hotmail.co.uk

Please Pray for the Sick and the Housebound — Joan Gomes, Anne Furlong, Terry Poole, David
and Anne Phillips, Roberta Barbour, William Campbell, Paddy Hart, David Johnstone, Catherine
Foster, Annie Lukeman, Katie Gray, Rosemary and Bill Readman, Jack Nash, Eileen Clarke, Terry
& Ann McDonnell, Caroline Butler, William Campbell, Ron Harper, Joe Quinn, Rosemary
Goacher, Dympna O’Connor, Lucy and Christopher Chapman.
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Mass Intentions:

4 2
Sun 25 May ' Sixth Sunday of Easter. 8:30am People of the Parish
10:00am* Kathleen and Norman Suckley RIP

Mon 26 May St. Phiip Neri, Priest. 10:00am For success with job search - Dominic
Tue 27 May St. Augustine of 10:00am The Neil’s Family Int.

Canterbury, Bishop. 10.30am Crowning of the Mary’s statue at the Marian

shrine.

Thu 29 May M The Ascension of the 12:00pm For Peace in Family — Dominic

Lord - Holy Day of Obligation ~ 6:30pm Martin Brennan & All Holy Souls, RIP
Fri 30 May Easter Feria. 10:00am Mary & Grabriel Murphy & All Holy Souls, RIP
Sat 31 May The Visitation of the 10:00am Charlie Irlen Int. & For Family

Blessed Virgin Mary.

Sunday Vigil Mass. 5:00pm Kitty Grealish, RIP
Sun 01 June % Seventh Sunday of 8:30am Joan Margaret Brassell, RIP

Easter.

10:00am* Josie Redmond, RIP, Anniv.
% Holy Day of Obligation * Livestream Mass
First Friday Devotions with Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament — 10am-3:30pm.
Saturdays - 9:00am — Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament (and confession alongside) with Benediction at 9:45am.
Confessions can also be arranged outside of these times, please contact Fr Joseph
G J

Parishes Celebrations / Dates for your Diaries:
8th June Berkamsted Christian Churches Pentecost Picnic - 12:30pm
14" June First Holy Communion Mass — 11am
215 June Youth Mass at 5pm, followed by Socials in the hall
22" June Mary’s Meals Event, after 10am Mass
26" June Senionrs Monthly Social Lunch - 12:30pm
13 July Parish Summer BBQ 12-4pm

Anima Christi
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Soul of Christ, sanctify me
Body of Christ, save me
Blood of Christ, inebriate me
Water from the side of Christ, wash me
Passion of Christ, strengthen me
O good Jesus, hear me
Within Thy wounds hide me
Suffer me not to be separated from Thee
From the malignant enemy defend me
At the hour of my death call me
And bid me come unto Thee
That | may praise Thee with Thy Angels

kAnd Thy Saints forever and ever. Amen./

Stella Marie Hoban, Sue-Claire Donovan, Norman Brand,
Ann Pettingell, Stephen and Joseph Phillips, Pope Francis,
Sarah Blewitt, Lisa-Anne Gaston, Goddy Ohaegbulem,
Jenny Finlayson, Jane Swan, Michael Brigg, Mary Fawle,
Bob Hodkinson, Rinda Baronceni, Susan Babington,
Charles Bernard Keenan, Jim Salmon, April Hugo,

o

May they rest in peace and rise in glory. Amen

Recently Deceased and Anniversaries:

Rory Lee.

The Blessed Sacrament Lamp
is lit this week for Philip Crawford &
Deepika Bhatt Marriage Celebration
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