
                                                                                                                                                          
 
 

  
  

 Seventh Sunday of Easter, Year C, 1st June 2025, Divine Office: Wk 3 
 

 
 Sacred Heart RC Church, Park Street, Berkhamsted, HP4 1HX 
Tel: 01442 863 845 
Email: berkhamsted@rcdow.org.uk 
Website: https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/berkhamsted/ 
(Office Hours: 10:00am-2.00pm, Mon, Tue and Thurs.)  

 
 

Parish Priest - Fr Joseph Okoro: josephokoro@rcdow.org.uk 
Administrator – Laura Etson: berkhamsted@rcdow.org.uk  

Parish Safeguarding Representatives (PSRs)  
Margaret Atwill – berkhamstedsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk 

Pauline McDonnell - berkhamstedsg1@safeguardrcdow.org.uk 

 

Order of Mass: Page 7. Readings, Page 275: 1st Acts. 7:55-60.  
Ps 97(96):1, 2b. 6, 7c. 9. ℟1a, 9b 

2nd Rev. 22:12-14, 16-17, 20. Gospel Jn. 17:20-26. EP: III page 28 
 

 “Holy Father, may they all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may 
be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me…”  - John 17:21 

 
In the Gospel passage for this Sunday – Jesus’ High Priestly Prayer - we see Jesus exercising is the 
mediator and intercessor role as Saviour of the world and he continues do so in heaven.  
 
The synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark and Luke) often show Jesus at prayer, but, with the exception 
of the ‘Our Father’, they do not normally tell us the contents of Jesus’s prayer. But in this prayer in 
John’s Gospel, Jesus shows the intimate relationship between him and his Father. Simply, it speaks 
about humanity as Son and his divinity as God – “you are in me, and I in you…” 
 
Jesus is not only praying for his disciples, but also through them, for all believers across all ages.  He is 
praying for us too.  ‘… that they may all be one’ The word for ‘one’ used here is the same as that used 
in Genesis (2: 24) to describe the relationship between a husband and wife. The special bond between 
these two people is different from all others. This oneness is not about being identical; rather it is 
about loving the other in spite of their differences with you. It is loving them as God loves Jesus and 
as he loves us.  
 
What’s more? Having come into existence through the Word and regenerated through Baptism, we 
participate in this lifegiving union of Jesus and his Father in Spirit. It is this union that truly sustains us 
and, a commitment to it, that gives one the right to the tree and water of life and access into the 
Eternal City – Second reading. 
 
It makes practical sense – Christians and non-Christians alike – to aspire to this selfless kind of love. 
Apart from engendering unity and oneness of purpose, it is essential for the whole of humanity to 
thrive and fully actualise its potentials. It fosters forgiveness, peace and a desire to pursue the common 
good. In fact, it underlines the communitarian nature of our life – family and the wider society. 

 
As Pilgrims of Hope, let’s pray for peace in famiies and in all places of fatal conflicts, for  all those who 
struggle to forgive others. We ask Jesus to enter into their hearts, bringing his mercy and compassion.  
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He Loved Us - Interactive Spiritual Reading of Dilexit Nos online - You are invited to join online 
to read extracts of the profound document on the Sacred Heart of Jesus called Dilexet Nos, 
which means 'He loved us', as part of your preparation to celebrate the feast of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus this year - also our Parish feast. It is free and organised by Mission Matters, a 
branch of the Agency for Evangelisation. There will be an introduction session from 6:00pm - 
7:00pm on Tuesday 17th June, followed by daily meeting starting at 6:00pm on Monday 23rd 
June.  
You are welcome whether you can make one, some or all of the session. To find out more and 
book, please email Warren via evangelisation@rcdow.org.uk  
Emmaus Jubilee Youth Festival - 2-3 August 2025 at SPEC Retreat Centre.  Aimed at young 
people and coincides with the Jubilee of Youth in Rome, the festival will offer a transformative 
encounter with Christ and the opportunity to meet other young people on their journey of 
faith. Inspired by the disciples on the road to Emmaus, whose encounter with the Risen Christ 
transformed their despair into hope, this festival aims to ignite the same transformative 
experience in all participating. Organised by SPEC Retreat Centre of Westminster Youth 
Ministry, the festival will feature: live Praise & Worship by One Hope Project, engaging panels 
and interactive workshops, fellowship and reflection at campfires, Eucharistic Adoration and 
closing Mass celebrated by Cardinal Vincent Nichols. For more information and registration 

please visit https://youth.rcdow.org.uk/jubilee-year-2025/emmausfestival/  

Upper Room Leadership Programme 2025-26 - Organised by Westminster Youth Ministry, the 
programme is aimed at 18-30 year olds interested in leading a parish youth group.  Starting in 
October 2025, the year-long programme will accompany future leaders on their journey of faith 
and equip them with the necessary practical skills such as activities planning, safeguarding 
training, public speaking and more.  The entire programme concludes with an opportunity to 
participate in the Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes as chaplains to the Redcaps, and hopefully 
establishing/leading a regular parish youth group beforehand.  There is no cost of joining the 
programme but parish priest’s recommendation is required. More information at 
https://youth.rcdow.org.uk/outreach/upper-room-leadership-programme/ 

Parish Summer BBQ and Buffet – will be held on Sunday 13th July from 12pm. This is a great 
opportunity to have a catch up before the summer holidays. Everyone is welcome! Join us for 
an amazing family afternoon of food, activities football tournament and a bouncy castle!  
A bar will be available serving drinks, with payment accepted by cash or card. Adults (18+) 
£10.00, under 18’s free. Tickets are limited so please don’t delay getting yours. 
To book your tickets, email Laura advising the number of adults and under 18’s (Please specify 
the ages of all under 18). Payment via the Parish bank account using reference ‘Surname BBQ’ 
or in person in the parish office during working hours.  

Dessert Donations Needed for the Summer BBQ - We're planning a dessert table for the 
upcoming Summer BBQ and could use a few extra hands (and sweet treats). If you're willing to 

Parish Planned Giving Drive Campaign – Run at least every 3 years for 3 consecutives weekends 
in parishes across the Diocese but was last run here in our parish about 15 years ago. The Parish 
Finance Committee and  myself, with the support of, have proposed for us to run the campaign 
on the weekends of 14th/15th, 21st/22nd, and 28th/29th June, across all the Masses. This will give 
parishioners the opportunity to learn where the parish is at in the context of its mission of 
evangelisation, our future vision for youth ministry and wider community outreach, state of the 
church structures and grounds, parish finances and our future challenges in the current realities, 
volunteer needs, where and how parishioners can get actively involved and support the parish 
with their talents, skills and resources. Please come along to these weekends and don’t forget 
to pray for the parish and all parishioners. Thank you. Fr Joseph  
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Offertory Collections – 25/5/25 
Weekly Loose Plate - £215.95 
Weekly Contactless - £136.67 
Thank you to every one for your support to our Parish. 

Contactless Donation Machine – Donations for Mass stipends, votive candles, building 
maintenance fund, flowers for the Church and offertory can  also be made using the 
contactless machine or the QR code below. You can also gift-aid your donation if you are a UK 
taxpayer. THANK YOU.  

Online Giving – Should you wish to become a regular online donor please use the Parish bank 
details below.    
WRCDT Berkhamsted  
Sort Code 40-05-20 
Ac. Number 31264354 
Do use your name for reference. To gift-aid your donations, please ask Fr Joseph or Laura for a 
Gift-aid Form. Thank you  for your continued generosity 

Mass Intentions – Please call or visit the parish office to book Masses for your intentions, 
email Laura or use the blue envelopes at the back of the church. The Diocesan suggested 
donation is £10.00. Thank you. If making a donation online, please use ‘MASS STIPEND’ and 
the date of the mass as your reference. 

Blessed Sacrament Lamp – Recommended donation for one week sponsorship for intentions 
is £5. Ring the office for availability. Intention cards are also available from the office. 

National Lottery Community Fund – Sacred Heart have recently been awarded a grant to 
improved access to the Parish Hall and Church facilities. In particular improving disabled access 
around our site. Thank you to all involved in making this happen! This is currently with the 
Diocesan surveyors with works hopefully commencing mid 2025.  
If you would like more information on this please pop into the office.                 

Tea and coffee after Sunday 10am Mass- all are invited to join us in the parish hall for teas, 
coffees and chats.  

Berkamsted Christian Churches Pentecost Picnic – Sunday 8th June from 12:30pm at 
Berkhamsted Castle Grounds. Finishing with an act of worship which will start at 1:30pm.  
We would love to have some outdoor games to play together, so if you have any, please bring 
them with you on the day along with your picnic. 

Be Alert – Disregard email from any sender or caller claiming to be Fr Joseph or coming from 
the parish office saying that he’s in desperate need and needing urgent assistance. It’s a fraud! 

Looking to deepen your faith and feel closer to God? - Christian Meditation offers a peaceful, 
enriching way to nurture your spiritual life. Practiced since the early Church and revived by Fr. 
John Main in the 1960s, it's now embraced worldwide through the World Community for 
Christian Meditation (WCCM). At Corpus Christi Church in Tring. Sessions are held Thursday 
evenings from 8.15–9.45pm, either in person or on Zoom. All are welcome – no experience 
needed. Just come with an open heart. Contact Margaret Donnelly at 
margaret.donnelly@hotmail.co.uk 

Please Pray for the Sick and the Housebound – Maxine Burdon, Krys Evans, Anne Furlong, 
Terry Poole, David and Anne Phillips, Roberta Barbour, William Campbell, Paddy Hart, David 
Johnstone, Catherine Foster, Annie Lukeman, Katie Gray, Rosemary and Bill Readman, Jack 
Nash, Eileen Clarke, Terry & Ann McDonnell, Caroline Butler, William Campbell, Ron Harper, 
Joe Quinn, Rosemary Goacher, Dympna O’Connor, Lucy and Christopher Chapman. 
 

 

 QR Code to enable 
donation via mobile 

April 2025 Offertory 
Standing Orders: £4846.00  

Loose Plate/Contactless: £756.53 
Total: £5602.53 
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Sun 01 June  Seventh Sunday of 
Easter.  

8:30am 
 
10:00am* 

Joan Margaret Brassell, RIP 
 
Josie Redmond, RIP, Anniv 

Mon 02 June Easter Feria. 10:00am Peter Stickney -  Intention 

Tue 03 June St. Charles Lwanga & 
Companions, Martyrs. 

10:00am 
 

Ted and Bridgie Nolan & All Holy Souls, RIP 

Thu 05 June St Boniface, Bishop and 
Martyr. 

12:00pm 
 

Joanna Toponowska & All Holy Souls, RIP 
 

Fri 06 June Easter Feria. 10:00am Mary & Gabriel Murphy & All Holy Souls, RIP 

Sat 07 June Easter Feria. 
 
 
 Pentecost Vigil Mass. 

10:00am 
 
 
5:00pm 

Geoffrey & Joanna Tomlin & All Holy Souls, RIP 
 
 
James Rogers, Int.  

Sun 08 June  Pentecost Sunday.  8:30am 
 
10:00am* 

For the People of the Parish  
 
Philip, Tom and Maris Capes & All Holy Souls, RIP 

 Holy Day of Obligation          * Livestream Mass         
First Friday Devotions with Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament – 10am-3:30pm. 

Saturdays - 9:00am – Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament (and confession alongside) with Benediction at 9:45am.  
Confessions can also be arranged outside of these times, please contact Fr Joseph 
                
 

Anima Christi 

Soul of Christ, sanctify me 
Body of Christ, save me 

Blood of Christ, inebriate me 
Water from the side of Christ, wash me 

Passion of Christ, strengthen me 
O good Jesus, hear me 

Within Thy wounds hide me 
Suffer me not to be separated from Thee 

From the malignant enemy defend me 
At the hour of my death call me 

And bid me come unto Thee 
That I may praise Thee with Thy Angels 

And Thy Saints forever and ever.  Amen. 

Recently Deceased and Anniversaries:  
Okey Onwumere, Fr John Wiley, Joan Gomes, Stella 

Marie Hoban, Sue-Claire Donovan, Norman Brand, Ann 
Pettingell, Stephen and Joseph Phillips, Lisa-Anne Gaston, 
Goddy Ohaegbulem, Jenny Finlayson, Jane Swan, Michael 

Brigg, Mary Fawle, Bob Hodkinson, Rinda Baronceni, 
Susan Babington, Charles Bernard Keenan, Jim Salmon, 

April Hugo, Rory Lee. 
May they rest in peace and rise in glory. Amen 

 

The Blessed Sacrament Lamp 
is lit this week for Crawford/Bhatt 

Wedding Party Family & Friends’ Int. 

Mass Intentions: 

8th June Berkamsted Christian Churches Pentecost Picnic - 12:30pm 

14th June First Holy Communion Mass – 11am 

21st June Youth Mass at 5pm, followed by Socials in the hall 

22nd June Mary’s Meals Event, after 10am Mass  

26th June Senionrs Monthly Social Lunch - 12:30pm 

13th July Parish Summer BBQ 12-4pm 

                
 

Parishes Celebrations / Dates for your Diaries: 


