
                                                                                                                                                          
 
 

  
  

 Saints Peter and Paul, Apostles, Year C, 29th June 2025, Divine Office: Wk 1 

 

 
 
Sacred Heart RC Church, Park Street, Berkhamsted, HP4 1HX 
Tel: 01442 863 845 
Email: berkhamsted@rcdow.org.uk 
Website: https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/berkhamsted/ 
(Office Hours: 10:00am-2.00pm, Mon, Tue and Thurs.)  

 
 

Parish Priest - Fr Joseph Okoro: josephokoro@rcdow.org.uk 
Administrator – Laura Etson: berkhamsted@rcdow.org.uk  

Parish Safeguarding Representatives (PSRs)  
Margaret Atwill – berkhamstedsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk 

Pauline McDonnell - berkhamstedsg1@safeguardrcdow.org.uk 

 

Order of Mass: Page 7. Readings, Page 180: 1st Acts. 12:1-11.  
Ps 34(33):2-3. 4-5. 6-7. 8-9. ℟.5  

2nd 2 Tim. 4:6-8, 17-18. Gospel Matt. 16:13-19. EP: III page 27 

 

 
‘‘You are Peter, and I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven…’ 

This week we celebrate the feast of the ‘two great heroes of the Apostolic Age’ – Saints Peter and Paul. 
Both were faithful rocks on whom Jesus built his Church – Peter for leading the first Christian 
communities and binding them in unity, and Paul for travelling throughout the Roman Empire as the 
Apostle to the Gentiles, ensuring that the Gospel could be heard by all. Both, at different times, were 
martyred in Rome for the sake of Christ. Their blood has truly been a fruitful seed of the Church as 
their witness to Christ persists and spreads across the world and never shall the gates of hell prevail 
against it. 

Today the mandate to bind the Church in unity, to strengthen and confirm the faith of his brothers 
and sisters, rests on Pope Leo XIV. His recent election has sprung up in the world – not just among 
Catholics – a fresh hope in a floundering world, amidst violence and increasing threats to the sanctity 
and dignity of human life, arising from technology and wars.  
 
It is the tradition of the Church to encourage the faithful across the world to support the Pope in this 
divine mandate by praying for our Pope and giving to his charity – Peter’s Pence – to support in his 
mission of service to the Universal Church. It is a gesture of communion and participation in the Pope’s 
mission to proclaim the Gospel, promote peace, and spread Christian charity. 
 
The martyr witness Saints Peter and Paul bore to Jesus Christ as the Son of God and Saviour of the 
world reminds us of how we too should live in our time, upholding the gospel principles and standing 
firm with Christ at all times.  
 
This week, as we give thanks for the lives of St Peter and St Paul, we remember their successors: Pope 
Francis, who inaugurated our Jubilee Year of Hope, and Pope Leo, who now follows him. Together we 
pray and work for peace in our world. Peter’s Pence Collection – Will take place this weekend across 
the Masses.  ObolodiSanPietro.va, contains information about Peter’s Pence, as well as materials to 
illustrate its significance. These include: An official video, available in several languages (follow the link 
to the language of your choice)  A brochure and poster, available in several languages (follow the link 
to the language of your choice) Information about making a donation through secure digital 
channels.  Every offering, large or small, will support the Holy Father in his ministry and in charitable 
activities responding to emergencies and needs around the world. 
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On Friday 20th June, Cardinal Vincent Nichols issued the following response after the Terminally Ill 
Adults (End of Life) Bill passed its third reading in the House of Commons by just 23 votes: 
'The vote in the House of Commons in favour of the Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill is a 
watershed moment in the history of our country. It fundamentally changes society’s long held values 
and relationships on matters of life and death. 
'The task is now clear: every effort must be made to limit the damage that will be done by this 
decision. This duty lies both on the House of Lords and on His Majesty’s Government. The list of 
challenges is long. It has been well rehearsed in recent weeks by responsible bodies and 
distinguished individuals, including the Public Commission on Palliative and End-of-Life Care whose 
recommendations have yet to be discussed. The appeal to personal autonomy, so much at the centre 
of the Parliamentary debate, cuts both ways: the provision of a choice to die cannot exclude the 
provision of properly resourced care for those who choose to live until a natural death. 
'As Catholics we will continue to play our part in the building of the common good. The decision of 
Parliament does not change our firm belief in the sanctity of life, never simply a burden, but always a 
gift of God, given and received. Our duties are clear: to live by the teaching given to us by God; 
generously to accompany with care and compassion those facing disability, isolation and suffering; to 
continue to put forward, with respect and clarity, the objective norms that inform our firm beliefs on 
how to live, and to die, well.' 

Pro-life campaigners have made it clear that they will be fighting an extreme abortion up to birth 
amendment as it progresses to the House of Lords, after the Government’s Crime and Policing Bill 
was hijacked to rush through a seismic and unpopular change to abortion law after just two hours’ 
debate. On Friday, the extreme abortion amendment (NC1), tabled by Tonia Antoniazzi MP, was 
passed by MPs by a vote of 379 to 137. This amendment, if it remains in the Bill and the Bill receives 
Royal Ascent, will change the law so it will no longer be illegal for women to perform their own 
abortions for any reason, including sex-selective purposes, and at any point up to and during birth, 
likely leading to a significant increase in the number of women performing dangerous late term 
abortions at home. This will likely lead to the lives of many more women being endangered because 
of the risks involved with ‘DIY’ self-administered late-term abortions and also tragically lead to an 
increased number of viable babies’ lives being ended well beyond the 24-week abortion time limit 
and beyond the point at which they would be able to survive outside the womb. Despite the claims of 
supporters of NC1, it remains rare for women to be investigated for illegal abortions. The recent 
small increase arises from the ‘pills by post’ scheme that makes it easier for women to acquire 
abortion pills late in pregnancy without an in-person gestational age check.  Removing any legal 
deterrent against women performing their own abortions up to birth will make this situation much 
worse and will enable abortion providers to cover-up the disastrous consequences of the pills by post 
scheme, for which they lobbied, despite warnings that have now sadly come true about the risks. 
Polling published last year found that there is very little public support for this change in the law, with 
only 16% of the general population supporting such a change, and a majority opposed. These are 
dark days for the protection of human life. You can see the vote breakdown here. 

Parish Planned Giving Drive – Continues this weekend across all the Masses. Please come  to Mass to 
learn about the current state of our church structures and grounds, parish finances and our future 
challenges in the current realities, volunteer needs, where and how parishioners can get actively 
involved and support the parish with their talents, skills and resources. Remember to pray for the 
parish and all parishioners. Thank you.  
Fr Joseph 

Requiem Mass – for the late Catherine Foster will be celebrated on Monday 7th July at 11:00am, here 
at Sacred Heart. We encourage all Parishioners who can, to please attend the Requiem Mass. Our 
thoughts and prayers are with the family. May she rest in peace and rise in glory. Amen. 
 

https://votes.parliament.uk/votes/commons/division/2058


    
 
  

Offertory Collections – 22/06/25 
Weekly Loose Plate - £217.29 
Weekly Contactless - £124.00 
Thank you to every one for your support to our Parish. 

Contactless Donation Machine – Donations for Mass stipends, votive candles, building maintenance 
fund, flowers for the Church and offertory can  also be made using the contactless machine or the 
QR code below. You can also gift-aid your donation if you are a UK taxpayer. THANK YOU.  

Online Giving – Should you wish to become a regular online donor please use the Parish bank 
details below.    
WRCDT Berkhamsted  
Sort Code 40-05-20 
Ac. Number 31264354 
Do use your name for reference. To gift-aid your donations, please ask Fr Joseph or Laura for a Gift-
aid Form. Thank you  for your continued generosity 

Mass Intentions – Please call or visit the parish office to book Masses for your intentions, email 
Laura or use the blue envelopes at the back of the church. The Diocesan suggested donation is 
£10.00. Thank you. If making a donation online, please use ‘MASS STIPEND’ and the date of the 
mass as your reference. 

Blessed Sacrament Lamp – Recommended donation for one week sponsorship for intentions is £5. 
Ring the office for availability. Intention cards are also available from the office. 

Tea and coffee after Sunday 10am Mass- all are invited to join us in the parish hall for teas, coffees 
and chats. 

Youth Mass and Social – Thank you to everyone who made last Saturday’s Youth Mass and Social 
afterwards a great success. The next one is scheduled for Saturday 12th July at 5pm followed by the 
Social event for School Year 7+. 

Mary’s Meals – Thank you to all who came to the Mary’s Meals event last Sunday. In total £389.35 
was raised. 

Seniors' Light Lunch – Thank you to all who made this event possible last Thursday, the next lunch is 
scheduled for the 24th July, a sign-up sheet will be placed at the back of the Church nearer the time. 

Parish Summer BBQ and Buffet – Sunday 13th July from 12pm. This is a great opportunity to have a 
catch up before the summer holidays. Everyone is welcome! Join us for an amazing family 
afternoon of great food and a bouncy castle! A bar will be available serving drinks (card payment 
only). Adults (18+) £10.00, under 18’s free. Tickets are limited so please don’t delay. To book your 
tickets, email Laura advising the number of adults and under 18’s (Please specify the ages of all 
under 18). Payment via the Parish bank account using reference ‘Surname BBQ’ or in person in the 
parish office during working hours. If anyone is available to help clear up after the event, please 
email Laura, Volunteers get free entry!  

For the Hertfordshire Area – Sunday 6th July at Our Lady Queen of Apostles Church, 141 Woodhall 
Lane Welwyn Garden City AL7 3TP. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions – 3pm. 
Catechesis given by Cardinal Vincent Nichols – 4pm, followed by Mass at 5pm. There will be a Get-
together afterwards inside and outside the Trinity Hall. Unfortunately we haven’t received enough 
interest in this to arrange transport. If you would still like to come and are able to drive yourself 
or would be happy to car share, please let Fr Joseph know and we can help facilitate this.  

Please Pray for the Sick and the Housebound – Patricia Rice, Herman D’Souza, Cyril McMahon, 
Jeanne Bolton, Sue McQuinn, Maxine Burdon, Krys Evans, Anne Furlong, Terry Poole, David and 
Anne Phillips, Roberta Barbour, William Campbell, Paddy Hart, David Johnstone, Annie Lukeman, 
Katie Gray, Rosemary and Bill Readman, Jack Nash, Eileen Clarke, Terry & Ann McDonnell, Caroline 
Butler, William Campbell, Ron Harper, Joe Quinn, Rosemary Goacher, Dympna O’Connor, Lucy and 
Christopher Chapman. 
 

 

May 2025 Offertory 
Standing Orders: £4,961.00  

Loose Plate/Contactless: £1101.79 
Total: £6,062.79 

QR Code to enable 
donation via mobile 



 
 
 
 

 

Sun 29 June  Saints Peter and Paul, 
Apostles 

8:30am 
 
10:00am* 

Caroline Graham-Males RIP 
 
Rina Romeo Brandi RIP 

Mon 30 June Feria 10:00am David Russell Int – To meet a Spouse for Sacrament 
of Matrimony. 

Tue 1 July The Dedication of the 
Cathedral Church 

10:00am 
 

For the fifteen young people who lost their lives in 
the Childers fire Australia, 25 year ago, RIP 

Thu 3 July Saint Thomas, Apostle 12:00pm 
 

Michael Holleran RIP 

Fri 4 July Feria 10:00am 
 

Edith Dicom RIP Ann 

Sat 5 July Blessed Virgin Mary 
 
Sunday Vigil 

10:00am 
 
5:00pm 

Patrick Ryan and All Holy Souls RIP 
 
Gus Van Cauwalaert RIP 

Sun 6 July  Fourteenth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

8:30am 
 
10:00am* 

The People of the Parish 
 
The deceased members of the Fitzgerald Family 
and All Holy Souls RIP 

 Holy Day of Obligation          * Livestream Mass         
First Friday Devotions with Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament – 10am-3:30pm. 

Saturdays - 9:00am – Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament (and confession alongside) with Benediction at 9:45am.  
Confessions can also be arranged outside of these times, please contact Fr Joseph 
                
 

Anima Christi 

Soul of Christ, sanctify me 
Body of Christ, save me 

Blood of Christ, inebriate me 
Water from the side of Christ, wash me 

Passion of Christ, strengthen me 
O good Jesus, hear me 

Within Thy wounds hide me 
Suffer me not to be separated from Thee 

From the malignant enemy defend me 
At the hour of my death call me 

And bid me come unto Thee 
That I may praise Thee with Thy Angels 

And Thy Saints forever and ever.  Amen. 

Recently Deceased and Anniversaries:  
Catherine Foster, Okey Onwumere, Fr John Wiley, Joan 

Gomes, Stella Marie Hoban, Sue-Claire Donovan, Norman 
Brand, Ann Pettingell, Stephen and Joseph Phillips, Lisa-
Anne Gaston, Goddy Ohaegbulem, Jenny Finlayson, Jane 
Swan, Michael Brigg, Mary Fawle, Bob Hodkinson, Rinda 

Baronceni, Susan Babington, Charles Bernard Keenan, 
Jim Salmon, April Hugo, Rory Lee. 

May they rest in peace and rise in glory. Amen 
 

The Blessed Sacrament Lamp 
is lit this week for the protection of unborn children 

and pregnant mothers. 

Mass Intentions: 

4th July First Friday Devotion 10am-3pm 

6th July Going Forth Mass 10am 

12th July Youth Mass 5pm followed by the Social event for School Year 7+ 

13th July Parish Summer BBQ 12-4pm 

24th July Seniors’ Light Lunch, after 12:00pm Mass   

  

  

  

  

                
 

Parishes Celebrations / Dates for your Diaries: 


